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THE BETTER LAND.

'] hear thee speak of the better land;
Thou call'st its children & happy band;

- Mother, oh, where is that radiaot shore?

Shall we not seek it, and weep no more?
where the flower of the orange blows,

—

come te pass, and that they are to
he understood in the same light,
and in the same sense as we would
understand the writings of unin-
api;edl il:;dhidimk,te - when plainly
and clearly written upon any spe
cial subject. Thi‘a"!-%li)if'aunzthipng'

tre, or the
cho=e to manifest and show forth
his glory,and

the

piace where the Lord|converted, and conseq

it destroyed many pf
You may eay, ‘“‘But
this was a superpatural fire that
resence of

uently —es—
cape this great couflagration, as
Noah escaped being drowned?” ]

will answerthis b, Tepeating “an-|

other prnghecy, that now occurs to
my mind, recorded in the 24th

P—

smell of fire on their garments, nej.
ther wae a hair of their heads in.
Jured, while some of the wicked,
when they wercinmtheact of “cast.
ing these young _iaen into the fur.
nace, which bad been 8even

and fire went forth Trom this cen |wicked? Will they not be ‘indsily( that {here Washot so much as the

oceeded from the p
Isitw
t t every ordin _ip ent _E d, from the tabernacle, consum- | ¢ of Isaiah. This man of bod|times hotter than was usual for
4““*"’}“’1??..1“% WRERUER £ho JRTELCA hﬁiﬂ,ewﬁ&mt an?l"]%bok-;‘g‘lmn*mg ing thousands of tmnagre%surs.” I |saw the period of time when the|them, were devoured themeselves,

“Not thers mot there, @y child!”

whatever, is abundantly ableto dg,

would ask, cannot that same Being

ihe earth shall réel to and fro like a

Yet the righteous ‘'were spared, re-

_ especially when simple ' language; | who was able to produce thisdes |drunken man;and hesaw that glo- | ceiving no harm whatever. ;Now
““I3't where the feathery palm treesrise, |q.00 of ?cumpnhgnu?oﬁ, is_used. | truetion by fire upon a few thou-|rivus ¢ay when the Lord of hosts|that tame God who did preserve
And the date grows ripe under sunny ekies; | pop jnstance, when we get Jetters | sand individusals cause it to be more [shalkbe about to reign in Zion ‘and | the three Hebrew children in the

Or midst the green islands of glittering

Ah TRl {He breezs,

L

fragrant forests perfume
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the r'ch kudsor &1 glorous things?”,
" “Not therey Eiqt there, niy child.”
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Where the rivers wander o'er gands of

lguiigoVierd lgilinqour Dose 'Uistar |

Whereé the burning rays of the ruby shine,

And the diamond lights up the secret mine,

And the pearl gleams forth from the coral
strand-— - 14

Isit there; swéct mothor,that better land?”
. “*Not there, nat there, my child!”

‘‘Bye hath not acen it, my gentle boy;

Ear hath not héard i(s deep songs of jnjf; r
Dreams eannot picture & world so fair,
Sorrow and death may not eliter there; .

| they
| predicted that “the day cometh,

| that the prop

extensive and more universal in its
operation? Has he pot the same
power to produce a supernatural
fire over all the earth; €éven to the
consuming ef “all the proud, yea,
and all that do wickedly;” burning
them up literaliy, their bodies be-
eoming as ‘‘ashes,” as a farmer
would et fire to and burn up the
stubble of his fields? Well, you
_ gay, ‘‘If we admit thatthe firs: was
and the day that comé l buru |superpatural, that God did actually
them up, saith the Lord fdﬁ"]iozlh;' burn the vrunsgressors amou g Israel
that it shalli leave 'them ;meitherjby fire, we are willing to admit
reot nor branch’’--we must believe |that the same Being that conld do
het meant precisely |thisupon a small scale, could per
what he said. When we read in|form asimilar-work on a universal
the Book of Genesis about the rains |seale.”” That is Very reasonable to
which fell from the heavens, caue-|admit. But then, perhaps the
ing a flond of -waters to.deluge the | i.ord may not see proper to do this
earth; in fulfilment of a eertain

and communications from our
friends abroad, we never think of
putting & different ' construction
upon their sentences, 'and claim
that they did not mean what
bad  written. . When,
thorefore, , the amncient prophets

cthat shall burn -as -am oven;” and
that ‘‘the proud, yea, and allthat
do wickedly; ~shall be- stubble:

work of burniog in the latter-days

in Jerusalem. And amd
thing- be saw in vision was that
‘he earth became defiled under the
inbabitants thereof; ‘‘because,”
s.¥8 the' Prophet, ‘they have
trangressed the laws, changed the
ordinance, broken the everlasting

covenant.” Plainly showing that
they were to be a eorrupt people; a|

people who, for instance, would
change the ordinance - of baptism,
trom immersion to sprinkling, or
pouring, or doing it away altegeth-
er, and in the rame manper chang-

ivg the various ordinances of the|to. the devouring

goepel from . the original Yormn in
which the Lord revealed them. He
says,through the mouth of his pro-
phet, that the people that should
pe guilty of Lhis great wickedness
should be vigited with fire; “‘the in-

ong other

midst of the most terrible ordeal

which they ps _tbrough, could
preserve thamvmiﬁ the earth
if he saw properto do . go. But he
will take them up inte the cloud,
and they will be wilh him when
| he comes. Bat; you may gay,
‘““Have you not.said that when he
comes the sun will bhid: his face in
shame, ete., therefore will not that
glory which surrounds the person-
age of the Savier consume the righ-
teous after they are taken up?” Not
at all; they will not be subject
‘element of
fi e, even though they bave not as
yet been chawvged to immortality;
for the time, for the righteous who
remain alive, to be changed, will be
as much asa thousand yeursafter
they are canght up and after they

Time ‘does not, breathe on its fddeless | warming » Which 'had pie- |altogetber upon & supernaturs]|habiants of the earth are burned | descend upon the earth; after there
' lladiind Sitea | i " | | viously béen preached to. the pee- | principle; he may, perbaps, bring |aid iew men left.” This ix a little|shall have been genmeration “upon
For beyond the clouls.and “beyond the | ple then living, by 'which they |itabout by certain physical foreces | more definite, “’Hleurumi t.lhmu'gl!'_EEIIEl'ﬂtlDI_l here upon the earth;
tomb, o' 0 cieaat ol o) were sweptaway and drowned, we |orlaws, by certain changes that | Malachi that they should be de-|then,at the sound of the last trump,

It ia there, it'is there, my ¢hild]" must - believe = that' the ipspired {may be wrought upon eur ele- |stroyed both root and braunch—no '»hﬂ_ Apostle Paul Iﬂfﬂfﬂlﬂ. ug, that

| MRS. HEMANS. . | writer who pennedithe words, deé- |ments; for the Lord holds in his|t1aueh of wickedness, no Toots of ‘thote who' arée righteous shall be

. 14 0O ' e scribed Lhe event as it occurred, so Jown hands all the elements, and | wickedpess left; "but it" does not{cbanged in the Lwinkling - of an

. - ~ ¢ | /| far at least as the general facts are | Dot only those of this little globe of | give us the proportion, between the | €Ye. - They ﬂf‘?‘ﬂgz to undérgo this

%l U2 o ' concerned; and that the flood spok- | ours, but all the elemeuntsthat com- ut|¢hange, when Jesus comes, at the
DISCOURSE . |en of wasa literal body of water, | pose the universe; they are in his | Isaiah gives'us a little further elue hé‘ziun!ng of the '!‘Lhﬂ“E&“d years’

| B | and that it did prevail upon all por- | bands, he can give in-t uctionsand | to this matteri.: To the guery, how | 7¢1gD, but'alter the fholisand years
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tiona of the earth. I do mnot say
that the flood did pievail, at the
Sime moment, upou all the face of
the earth, but before the floods
abated every part of stive Solid por-
tions of the eartb, that were habit-
able, were coveréd by the waters.,

they are made subservieut iu the
accomplishing of his great and
wise purpuses. Now, Ltheie is 'in
the very air which we breathe; anu

lése, breathe, and by _which
they live — a piinciple of hest;

which all aniwaled beings, niore or

many are Lo be overtaken by this
last great and overwhelming juedg-
ment, Isaish would avswer; “‘the
inhabvitants of the earth are burned
and few men left.”” What, enly a
few persons to be converied; only =
few to receive;the true gospel, and

are ended, at the sound of the last
trump, which ?h‘a.]l awaken aud
call forth the sleeping nativvs of
the wicked from their graves, then
the rightecus,-who remain in the
flesh,will be.changed in a moment;
and after that time there will bie no

How this was lished is no. rmore mortality upon the earth,

aud when this heat in. js

- phecy by Malachi, which will

shall be stubble: and the day that

- which were spoken through Mala-

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIEDS.

I will call the attention ‘of the
congregation, to a portion of a pros

given by the inspired'writer, but is
left for us toconjeciure. | The Liord
has a great many ways and mesns
by wuich tie could Joring about an
event of this nature. » For instance,
{ bhow easy it woald '‘be to drown ali
the inhabitants of ‘the' temperate

and arctic' regions by just merely.
o h“ﬁm.ﬂnﬂli”ﬂ.ﬁ'

its axis, unless there should be an~
other miracle performed 1o prevent
the waters Lhat are heaped up
around the equatorial regions from

flowing to the polar -regions, they

would nec-ssarily, as the earth be-
gan Lo cease or rotate more slowly
in its axial revolutions, it would
caase the waters of.the equatorial
region to' flow towards the two
polar regions. It is an easy matter
for a mathematician to demonstrate
the depth of the waters in any part
or latitude of our globe should such
an event take place or bappen.
The waters in receding from the
great equatorial region would cover
up the great mountains on our east,
and we, in this altitude, would be
buried under water at least over a

found in the last chapter of the Qld
Testament.
“For behold the day cometh that

shatl barn nn:.ur? ven: and’ all the
proud, yea, all'tha t?&’yfcﬂkedw,-

cometh shall burn them up, saith
the Liord of hosts, thatitshall leave
them neither root nor branch.

““But unto you that fear my name
shall the Son of righteousness arise
with healing in his wings; and ye
shall go forth and grew upas calves
of the stall,

‘“And  ye thall tread down the
wicked; for theyshall be ashesunder
the soles of your feet in the day
that I shall do this, saith the Lord
 Qn asising, and _—

n arising, and on opening the
Bible, I happened to open to the
words which I have just read,

chi, one of the last of the ancient
prophets, They are words very fa-

latent form Is evolved, or comes
forth from the constituents of the
atmospoere, would there ot be-s
sufficient. ameunt to
Jevolution upon the earth? Isthere
not sufficient heat not only
burn up the wicked and the proud,
but to cause the. very elements ot
£lobe to akell hy its in

which says, ““the hills melted like

preduce this

to

thus fulfilling another prﬁig? fﬂr, in

‘rigblﬂ:’m and the wicked.

be prepared for the coming of the
Bridegroom; only a few people te
escape this awful desolation? 8o
says the Prophet Isaiahj thatis,few’
in comparison to the great and nu-

*“But,? you may’ say’ again, “we
feau hurdly believe theee great mir-
acles'will take place as you say, ac-
cording to propbeey.” Supposing
merous population of our globe. | you cannoly does’ your unbelief
Even some few milliond would be|make the predictions of the ser-
few conipared with the twelve hun-| vants of God without €ffect? Sup-

| personal reign
wax at the presence of Lthe Lord;” | that “*Then the

and yet another prophecy, which |founded, and t

dred . miilions :that inhabitv the|posing, for instance, we should all
. Jsainky, in the same chap-|disbelieve, exc pling eight souls, as
describing the glory of his| Was the case with the ante-deluvian
on: the earth, says| World; would our unbelief subve:t
moon shailibe con- [ the word of Goa? No. - The Lord
he sun ashamed,”{18 & God of miracles or in other

says, the mountaius  shail flow | because of the superior light that|words, he is a God of power, and
down at His presence like melted | will attend the presence of the be-|he operates upon the wmateriale of

substance, run like rivers, in conse-
quence of the intensity of the heat,
connected with the elements of
which our atmesphere and moun-
tains are composed. |

, independently of the la-
tent beat which is conneeted with
the atmosphere of our globe, is He
not able to cause the great ceutre
of our system, the sun, Lo give
forth more heat sufficient to con-
sume. the wicked and melt the
earth by its inteusity? Yes, I re-
collect resding in one . of the .pro-

miliar to the Latter-day Saints; for
their attention has been often call-
ed to them. Ibp reading the pro-
phecies of the holy prophets, we
expect that that portion of them
which has not already been ful-
filled, will take place in its time
and in its season. We do not read
the Scriptures as most of the in-
habitants of the earth do, thinking
that they must be spiritualized.
There are scarcely any of the pro

phecies but what this generation,
as well as some of the past genera-
tions, interpret as meaning some-
thing altogether different from the
reading of them. They look upon
inspired men as saying one thing
and meaning another, and the enly

“ way to ascertain what meaning
‘they really wish to convey is toget

an uninspired man togive some
other meaning entirely diflerent
from the literal construction of the
words of the inspired writer.sThere
are but few individuals, compara-
tively speaking, among the nations
of Christéndom ;who differ from the
prevalent belief, namely, that the
Bible ‘is a book to be understood
only by the learning and wisdom
of man, that the uningpired preach-
er, who may be highly educated af-
ter the manner of men,is a great
deal better qualified to interpret
the things of God than he or they
through whom they . were spoken.

The Latter:day Saints, who may

have been similarly trained, were

more Or less disposed to entertain

such wviews; but when they em-
braced the everlasting Gospel, and

received of the Ho'y Ghost, even |
that Spirit by which the Seriptures |
were written, they were corrected)
in their judgment-,and learned that
the words or God would all be ful-

phegies of lsaiah, in relation to
this matter. Irecollect reading too
in the revelations of St. John that
men should be scorched with great
heat, Rev, chap. 16, verse 8. It
was to be ope of the great judg-
ments of the latter-days, as seen
by thatiospired.man. And Issiah,
in speaking on this subject, says,
‘*Moreover the light of the moon
shall be as thelight of the sun,
and the light of the =sun shall be
sevenfold,” eté. Suppose the heat
should be increased in the same
proportion that the light is increas-
ed; or,’ in other words, supposiag
that our thermometers, when
standing st a hundred degrees
Fanrenheit, should be in¢reased to
700 degrees Fahrenheit,what would
be the effect? A geueral confla-
gration over the whole face of the
globe would be produced, thereby
fulfiling ® ancient as well ‘as mod-
ern pfopheey.

" But we will pass on., It is not
for us, unless we have some defi-
nite  instructions by the word of
God, to'tell how he is going to

mile in depth. I do not say that this
was the manner which the Lord
took in “breaking up the fountains.
of the great deep,” There may
have been other causes uvknown
to us, but to say there never was
such an event is something entire-
ly unwarranted. Still, it mway be
said, this would not cover all the
solid portion of thie earth, but leave
the equatorial Jand still further ele-
vated above the ocean, and if all
the lands of the earth were to be
under water, how could that be ac-
counted for?” Very easily. Cause
the earth to rotate on its axis more
swiftly than what it now does, say,
for instance, in one-half the time—
in 12 hours instead of 24—and you
would bury up all the equaterial
lands of our globs, How easy a
matter it would be for the Lord Lo
cause the earth to. rotate more
swiftly, and then again té rotate
more tardily, and produce the ef-
fects ascribed to the flood. - '
When therefore, we read that the
earth was once d’epﬁgu!ated,e:'.mpt
a few individuals, who were sdved

filled, which have not already|

in the ark, ~ should it be
thought a thing incredible that the
Lord should again' depopulate- our| will doit. We'are told this burup-
globe, not by a flpod,but by devour- | ing is to be universal, so far as all
ing fire. It may be said that we | the proud, and all that do wickedly
cannot se¢ how a universal firé'can |are concerned. It seems then, it
prevail over all the face of ‘the|istobe one of the last destructions
earth. There are various ways by |of the wicked. Prior to this there
which this could be accomplished. | will be numerous destructions, by
How did the Liord cause fire in an- | way of earthquakes, plagues, hail-
cient times to break out among the {etorms, wars, ete., that will pre-
children of Israel, when they trans- | vail and that will sweep away
gressed his holy laws, and when|millions from the face of our
they murmured and complained|globe. - But the great judg-
against God? Fire was sent forth | mient that is to cleanse the «¢arth
from his Fresenca for his pressncs | from all ein, is to be by the element
we are told, rested upon the taber-|of fire. “Bat,” fequires one, *‘do
Bacle; he was in the tabernacle,and | you think there” will e muny in
his cloud was over the tabernacle; | that day, that will be proud and

accompiish his great purposes. It
is sufficieut for us to know that he

]

{of the Archangel, aud with theq

e

| to arice at this time, to be caught

ing who is to reign in' Zivn and ju{our glebe,according to hisown good
Jerusalem: 'rfm'f-Lurd caases the | will and pleasure. When he burns
natural light “of the sun “and|bp the wicked, when he causes the
the h-at theréof; he caudes the|elements to.melt with fervent heat,
natural light ol the other himiha- | when he caises the mountains to
ries that that twinkle in' youder|flow down, apd, melt Jike wax be-
heavens, and alsc’ the heat which ,gﬂfﬂ his presence, all this does not
proceeds from their bodier. Now,|destroy one particle; of matter, but
If he can produce such inteoeé beat (0nly changes matter frem one con-
by tuch bodies as our sun; if he'can | dition to anolher: | There ,is- not a
cause the surrounding worlds to be | particle of the materials .of . our
heated and to receive a certaintems- glpbe that will be avnihilated, they
peralure by the radiation of Jight| will all exist; and - although the
and heatl; q‘t the sun ¢an preduee | Lime sbould come when lhe intense
such a high temperature upon our|beat should be such asto disperse
earth, existing some 90 milliops of | the materials of our eolid'glove, and
miles away, why not the Lord be

convert thel greatand mighty deep
able to produce a greater light and | into' gaseeus stibstances, and sepai-
heat if necessayy, 1o sweep off the|atethecl-ments,andthe water shall
wicked, and.to cause the earth in a lﬁtlﬂﬂ to exist as either steam or
moment, a8 it were, to feel the| water; although the fime should
power of that heat, even to its melt-| come . when the hydrogen and the
ing like wax, before his presence?{oxygen, which possess the gieat
But,  you may ask, why not this|bulk of the water upon our globe,
heat destroy the righteous, as well [should become ' gasses, yet the
as the wicked? have not the righ~|liord ecould reorganize ' these ele-
teous often times been. burned at|ments, €o scattered inrspace, by his
the stake? have they not been cont|power, bringing. them together
sumed to ashes, by the power of|again by his law and ‘by his word,
the wicked? | Aund whyabhould this|making a new world, and creating
intense heat, of which you are}{anew heaven, and &' new earth,
speaking, which is to destroy the|wherein, says the Apostle Peter,
wicked root and branch; not affect|shalt dwell righteoussess. < This
the righteous as weli?” Let us ¢x<|new earth, which is tobe created,
plain, Before this day of burming,{is not to be' inbabited” By the diso-
there will be ne righteous on the | bedient and wicked, a8 is now tns
earth, Not one?. No, not ouve.|¢ace with the preseut waorldy there
“\What is to become of them?” The | Will be an entire change in‘the con-
Apostle Patulinforms usthat, “The |curses of the fall will* net be found
Lord Himself shall descend frony|in eitber, ‘and counsequently there
heaven with a shout, with the voige] Wiil be no more murtslity upon the
dition'of' the eartb, dnd also fo tt e
condition of the human family, the
1 new creation, npeither“sorrow, nor
which are aliveand remain,shall be|sighing, nor weeping} neither will
caught 'up together with them in |there be any more ueath; fer the
the clouds to meef the Liord in the|former things will “hsve passed
air.”” 1t seems, then, that the righ- |away, and all things will bedome
teous that sleep in their graves are | new. There will be but one gov-
| ernment, not seversl hundred dif-
up with these living on the earth; ferent forms of goVernment, but
who will be found sufficien(ly righ-{one form will prevail upon the new
teous. Now,suppose they should not | ereation, inhabited by immortal
ascend to meel the Lord, butshould | beings. All these changes are
remain on the earth, and he saw|what the Latter-day Saints are
proper to preserve them from this x'lpdking‘fur. We do not readthese
devouring fire, could he 1o i1? Cer- | prophecies, and then wundertake to
tainly, and on the same principle | change them, and tell out «bearers
as he preserved the three Hebrew | that they wmust be ‘uhderstood to
children in the midst of thé fire.|mean somethibg else;"in “some
We are told, in connection with|&piritnal sense. We do' not tell
this remarkable preservation cof life, | them that this day of burning isa

=

. —

tramp of “God; aud tbe  dead iu
Chbrist shall rise first, Then we,




