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Accustomed to a great deal of bluster and
1aenace from smal'-fry politicians and would-
be agitators, it is really refreshing to read the
questions of the day from the lips of a states-
man whoss intelligence and fine sense of hon-
or have made him one of the ornaments of his
age—eouach iy Lord John Russell, the pregent
representative of Britain to foreign nations.
Yory reesotly he made a magnificent speech
at Blairgewrie, Scotland, in which he reviews
the position of his country in its relations
with Russia, France and the United States,
and gives Lis views on Poland and Mexico.
The limit of our space prevents us from giv-
inz the speech entire, and therefore we make
gclection of what he did say on

THE AMERICAN QUESTION.

Well, gentlemen, | eome now to another
question, a question interesting to us all, a
question on which I must beg for your atten-
tion, because I wish to explain some circum-
atances in which the character of this coun-
try, 1 think, has been maligned. [ am speak-
iag of what has occurred in what a few years
ago were the United States of America.
few years ago we were exulting in the pros-
perity of that country; we were happy to see
a people derived from the same ancestors as
ourscives énjoying free institutions,
apparent harmony among one another, and
with whom we had, at least just before the ci-
vll war broke out, hardly a difference—a dif-
forence ealy with regard to the sma!l island
called Bt. Juan, and which we had proposed

« to refer to the arbitration of the Swiss Repub-
lic.  This was the state of affairs when that
-whieh we certainly had no part in broke out;
when, if [ remember rightly, nine of the
‘Seuthern States of America declared that they
would form an independent Republic. Our
course on the subject has been attacked and
blamed in the bitterést terms—blamed gome-
titees by the Federals, and sometimes by the
Confederates. The first offence was felt b
the Federals. Tbey said we had ne right to
graat, so far as we were concerned, to the
{Confederates the rights of belligerents. Well
now, gentlemen, that question of the rights of
belligerents is @ question of fact. I put it to
{au whether, with 5,000,000 people—>5,000,000
1 mean, of fres men, declaring themselves in
their several States collectively an indepen-
dent State—we could pass over that as a pet-
.tgl rebellion? Our Admirals asked whether
the ships they mst bearing the Confederate
flag shonld be treated as piratesor no. If we
kad treated themn as pirates we should have
been taking part in that contest. [Cheers ]
It was impossible to look
a tcommunity of five millions of people as a
mere petty insurrection,
pot having the rights which at all times are
glven to those who by thieir numbers and im-
portance, or by theextentofthe territory they
o13e3s, are entitled tothese rights. [Cheers.)
Well it was 81id-we ought not to have done
that because they were a community of slave-
holders. Gentlemen, I trust that our abhor-
rence of Slavery is not in the least abated or
dimished. [Loud and prolonged cheers ] For
my own part, I consider it one of the most
Borrible crimes that yet disgraces humanity.
[Cheers.] But then, when we are trea
the relations which we bear to a communit
of men, I doubt whether it would be expedi-
ent or useful for humanity that we should in-
treduce that new element of declaring that
we will have no relations with a people who
Eermit Slavery to exist among them. We
ave never adopted it yet, we have not adop-
ted it in the case of Spain or Brazil, and [ do
mot believe that the cause of humanity would
b2 served by our adoption ofit. [Hear hear. ]
Well, then, it was said that these Conf~derate
States were rebels—rebe's against the Un on.
Perhaps, gentlemen, [ am not so nice as 1
ouzht to be on the subject. But T recollect
that we rebelled against Chailes I, [A
langh,] we rebelled against James IL., and
the people of New-England, not content with
these two rebellions, rebelled against George
I1L. - [*“Hear,” and laughter.] 1am notsay-
ing now whether all these rebellions were jus-
tifiable or whether they were wronz—I am
not saying whetber the present rebellion in the
Southern States is a justifiable insurrection
oc is a great fault or a great erime. But I say
that-the mere fact of rebe!lion is not in my
eyes a crime of so deep a dye that we must re-
nounee all fello wwhip and communion and a!l
relationship with those whe bave bsen guilty
of rebellion. (Loudcheering.) But,certain-
ly, if I look to the dec'arations of those New-
England orators—and I have been reaiing
lately, if not the whole, yet a very great part
of the very lonz speech by Mr. Sumne«r on the
subject, delivered at New York—1 oan I can:
not but wender to ses theae men, the offspring,
a;_ it :ne, Fttthree bﬂhnllinm, &3 we are the
ovipring ot two rabcllions, really speaking
ke the Czar of Raaisia, H’l’l’ﬂl tn;nyut 'Ii'urkey;
or Louis XIV. himself, of the dread’u! crime
aad guilt of rebellion. (Loud laushter and
cheers ) £
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rgasen for complaint—that though this block-
Imu kept Ep by a sufficient pumber of
ships, yet these ships—many of them ado

into the United States navy and sent to seain
a hurry, and ill-fitted for the purpose~—did not
keep up that blockade so efectively and so
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thoreughly as it must have been held an effect-
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ive blockade required. But still, looking at
the law of nations, it was a blockade; it was
a blockade which we as a great belligerent
Power, in former times would have acknow-
ledged. Weourselves had bad a blockade of up-

|
|

me that we were bound in justice to the Fede-
ralStatesof America to acknewledge Lhe block-
ade,

But there was anotber reason, I confess,
that weighed with me—our people were suf-
fering, and suffering very greatly for the want
of the material which was the greait support
of their industry. It wag a question of self-
interest whe‘her we should not break that
blockade, but, in my opinion, the name of
England would have been forever infamous if
for the sake of interest of any kind we bad
violated the general laws of nations, and
made war with those slaveholding States of
America against the Federal States. [Hear,
‘bhear ] And, gentlemen, I am not speakinz
the sentiments which are peculiar to myself,
or to those who have no immediate interest in
the question, but these are, I am convinced,
the sentiments of that nob'e-hearted people of
'Lancashire, who hive lived and flourished by
\that indastry, but who would not, 1 am sure,
allow a single spot on the escutcheon of their
nation in order to maintain that industry.
{*“Hear, hear,”” and cheers.] '
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EHIPS TOR THE CONFEDERATES.

Well, there came new comp’aints—a com-
plaint on the part of the Federals that we
allowed a ship to leave the port of Liverpool,
which afterwards committed depreda‘ions on
their commerce. Gentlemen, it wou'd lead
'me far if I were to go over all the particulars

order to prove an effence you require such
‘evidence as can be sifted in a Court of jus-
tice, and it was not till the very day the Ala-
bama left Liverpo>l that in the opinion of

Y lawyers we hal ‘evidence sufficient to keep

the vessel and crew; then I doubt whether if

of law, it would have been found that we had
‘sufficient evidence to condemn her, because,
by an evasion of the law, the ship was fitted
up without the arms necessary for her equip-
ment, and these arms were conveyed to her
in the waters of a foreign couatry, very far
from the jurisdiction of England. [Hear}
Gentlemen, thess questions must be weighed,
'and Ithink tha{, will be weighed, as they fre-
quently have been weighed by the Govern-
,ment of the United States of America, in the
' balance of equity. _
We know that the Foreign Enlistment act
rand the whole law respecting the subject is
very difficult of prplit:ltiﬂn. be principle is
clear enough. If you are asked to sell mus-
kets, you may sell mnskets to.one party or
the oth'r, and so with gunpowder, shells or

manner. Buat, if you, on the ore hanad, train
an i drill a regiment with arms in their hands,
or allow a regiment to go out with arms in
their hands to take part with one of two bel-
ligerents, you violate your neutralit{ and
commit an offence agzainst the other bellirer-
‘ant. So in the same wa{' in regard to ships,
'if you aliow a ship to be armed and go at
belliger-
ent, you are yourself, according to your own
law taking part in the war, and it is an
offence which is punished by the law. But
these questions lead, as you will see, to most
dificult problems—as to whe:her, for
a thousand perso s here
laborers to the Federai 3 ates, and in the
next place a2 thousand muskets may go out in
| another ship, and when they arrive in Amer-
/ica, these thousand laborers, having had an
understandinrg before, may make a formal en-
gagement, and be armed with these thou-
f'uand muskets; though, if that had been done
'in the Territory of the Queen, and on the soil
of this country, it would have been an offence.
| There are other questions with regard to
ships that have lately been prepared in this
‘country, because these ships are not like
pehips which receive their usval equipment
known in wars in times past, but they are
themselves withont any Fu.rther armament,
| Theyare
steam rams, which might be used for the jur-
‘poses of war without ever touching the shores
of the Confederate ports. Well, gentlemen,
to permit ships of this kind knowingly to de-
part from this couutry, not to enter into an

|
|
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Confelera'e port, not to entsr into the port
of a belligerent, would, as you see, expose our
' good failh to great suspicion; and I feel cer-
‘tain that if, during our war with France, the
' Ame‘icans had sent linesof-battle ships to
|break our blockade at Brest, whatever rea-
sons they mizht have urged in support of
that, we should have considered it a violation
of neutrality. Such is the spirit in which I
am |repared to act._ Everything that thelaw
 of nations requires, everything that our law,
 that the Fore gn Enlistmentact requires, I am
' prepared to do, and even, if it should be
proved to be necessary for the preservation
| of our neutrality, that the sanction of Parlia-
,ment should be asked toPurther measures. In
short, to sum up, Her Majesty’s Government
.are prepared to do everything that the duty of
 Deutrality requires—everything that is just to
‘@ friendly nation, we&ing as g prineiple that
' we should do'to others'as we should wish to

ves. [Leud cheera ] Buf
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we had brought the evide ce before a Court

can'on; and you may sell a ship in the vame
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which

Sure that we think to be wremg. We will nof
yield a joi of British law or Brilisk right in cen<
sequence of the menaces of any foreign Power. |
[ Loud and prolonged cheers. ]

COMPLAINTS OF THE AMERICANS—MR. SUM-~ |
NER’S BEPEECH.

And now, reverting againto the com plaints,
that have been made, it is singular to observe |

how jaundiced the minds of some of those
who speak in the New-England States are on

this subject of our conduct, There weresome
persons, mambers of the House of Lords, whu\
thought fit to complain on an apparent cage of |
grievance—and notone case, but many cases —

of ships of ours that had been seized; ships in
some cases passing from neutral ports, in
other cases on the sea, but apparently on a
legitimate voyage; and it was urged that we
owzht not to submit to bave our vessels thus
seized, and our commerce thus interrupted. I
had to deal with that case, and my answer
was that according to the law of nalio' s, if a
ship bad an ostenaib'e voyage to a destination
was not her real destination—if she
was bound, in fact, to an enemy’s port with
munitions of war, the belligerents had a right
to stop that vessel on the bigh seas.

the law had been laid down by Lord Stowell |
and other great English authorities, and that |

l
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I said |

[Noveuszn 11, 1863.

"this we will notdo —we will not sdopt dﬂg mee- : done my boest to preserve peace between thess

mighty nations., [Lound cheers.] Gentlemen,
it is a great subject; il affects 1he people of
this part of the world and of America; it
affects the future stage of civilization, it
affects the well-being of the black race, whom
it was the crime of our aneestors to introduce
to America, and who, if these matters end
well, will be, as I believe they are fitted to be,
eaceable and intelligent members of a free
country. [eheere,] on behalf of whose weifare
we have been ready to make great eff rts,
aud to sacrifice mur.:g. But we will not sacri-
fice any of those views of ours te mere pre-
tence. We Dave as gtrong feelings for ths
good cf mankind as any people ean have; we
must maintain our own potition; and my be-
lief is that the people of what werethe United
States, whether thev are called Fed-rals or
Confedera'es, will fina'ly do us just ce, and
that they wi'l observe—as, indeed, they can-
not help ohserving—that in thia free country,
where there isa so muech discussion and
s0 much difference of ojpinion, there are
parties very considerable in number wlo
sympathize with the Confederzt-s, ard
other large masses—I[ believe superior in
numbers—who sympathize with the Fedes-
als: but whether sympathizing with the
one or the other, we have all embraced in
our hearts that sentiment of justice—justics

now we were neuirals, 1 did not think it fit
we should depart from a Jaw we had laid
down as belligerents. [Creers.] 'I said that |

|

in America, although tliere were some of the
local Courts  which bad'not the authority of
such men as Lord Stowell and Sir William
Grant, yet there was a Court of Appeal, there
wag a Supreme Court in the Uiited S.ates
which cortained, and had for many years
contained men as learned and of as high re-
putation in the law, and of as unsullied repa-
tation for integrity as any that have sal in
our English Courts of justice, and that we

of the question, but you must know that in)find, snd what would be your surprise to find

ought to wait patiently for 'the decision of
those tribunals. Now, what is my surpriseto

» |

that Mr. Sumuer is 8o .prejudiced that he

we will do to others, justice we expect for
ourselves, and I hope I am interpreting the
feelings of your minds when 1 say that jus ice
ought-to prevail.” -

The noble Earl sat down amid prolonged
cheering.

a5 i
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THE WITHDRAWAL OF MR. MAsONL
FYOREIGN CONSULS MUST BE SENT
OUT OF THE CONFEDERACY.

We are glad to have the authorized sssn-
rance of ub- Sentinel th -t the intelligence of
Mr. Masow’s formal withdrawal from his un-
E\uunt and profitless post in Eugland is

tlieved to be correct as, “‘early in August

brings these dec’arations of mine against me,
saying that I bave diminished the reputation-
of the Ameriean Courts, and that ¥ showed
myself biased against the Federal States by
the declaration I then made in Parliament?
[A gentleman from the Southern States
among the company here ejaculated, “He is
not to be believed.””] Twill not detain you
further on these subjects; butore remark I
must ‘make on the general temdency of these

speeches and writings in America.

The Government of America diseusses thege
matters very fairly with the Engliskk Govern.
ment. Sometimes we think them quite in the
wrong; sometimes they say we are quite in
the wrong; but we discuss them fairly, and
with regard to the Secretary of State I see no
complaint to make. I think-he weighs the
disadvantages and difliculties of our situation
in a very fair and equal balance. Bnt there
are others, and Mr. Sumner is one of them,
his speech being an epitome almost of allthat

last, the President instructed him to with.
draw from a mission in which bhis services
could no lonver be u«elul to his country.”
The Seatinel adds that from the date at which
these instructions were sent,*it is apparens
that this ‘action of the P.esident must have .
been based on the in‘elligerce which reached
us about the date of the refusal of the British
Government to unite with that of Francein
placing us on a footing of ‘equali y with our
enemies, by acknowledging the independe: ce
which we have so fully vindicated in the face
of the world.”?

Having for a lang time urged this conrse, it
would ¢ superfluous now to express our ap-
proval of it. We only regret that action was
80 I-ng delayed, and stil) more tha? it bas
not been as eomp'ete as the oceasiin called
for. Why recall Mr. Mason, if the British
Consuls are to be permitted to remain and
exercise their functions ‘in this country?
What does this withdrawal import while we

has been coutained in the American Preas, b
whom our conduct is very differently judged.
With regard to all these matters there are
difficult questions; we mzy have reason to
romplain in some instances, and the Federal
Republic of America may have reason to
complain also. But let us recollect that we
are, as I bave said, descended from the same
ancestors, that in the Courts of jus ice in
America the common law of England is con-
stantly etudied, and the decisiens of our
great Juiges cons'antly referred to as decis-
ions to be there respected; that our Shakes-
peare and our Milton are to them classical

instance,| our institutions, as you may wee
may go out as)that excellent brok of M Ds Tocqueville on

/

|

¥ | the blood that has been shed in the last two

 to be the lighta to promote the civilization of

|attacked, ready to bear our

books as they are to us, that we have the
same inberitance of freedom, that many of

Y | con'inue to extend this unreciprocated and ex-

traordinary privilege to Great Britain? Not
that we are sensible of the injustice and un-
friendliness of her conduct and are determined
to resent it. Not tbat we are forced to as-
sert our self-respect by refusing longer te
treat with de’erence and courtesy a Govers-
ment that recognizes us only by the insults
and injuries that it heaps upon nus. But, ap-
parently tbhat the Confedera'e authorities” are
either dissatisfied with Mr. Mason person~
ally, or have reason to belleve that he ig per-
sonally wunacceptable to the British Govern~
ment. This would bea fair and reasonabls
interpretation of the affair as it stands, and

by ruding,

America, are identical;that the game spirit
of liberty animates. us both; that we, after
our revolutions, chose a constitutional mon |
archy as the best form of government, and
they, after their revolutions, chose a Repub-
lic; but that thus united, having the same
spirit of law, having the same spirit of litera-
ture, having the same spirit of freedom, we
ought, when this unhappy contest is over, to
embrace one another as friends, and that we
in the Old World and they ia the New ought

mankind. [Loud cheers.]

Now, genilemen, with these feelings I own
[ almost losemy patience when ! see men, in
what is called an oratios, heaping up accu-

sation after accusation, and misrepresentation |

after misrepresentation, all tending to the
bloody end of war between these two nations.
I canuot but say, are they not satisfied with

years, with that field of Gettysburg where
10,000 corpses of men, most of them in the
prime of manhood, were left lying etretched
on the ground? Are they pot patisfied with
that bloodshed, but would they seek to ex-
tend to the nations of Eurepe a ne¢w contest
in which fresh sacrifices are to be made of
buman life, of human interest, and of human
happiness? |[Cheers.] Gentlemen, I trust
that that will not be the case, I know, at
least, that my efforts, such as they are—weak
they may be, ineffectual I hope they will not
be—will be directed to keep peaes between
these two nations, and to do everything which
I think is just and right toward these people;
and ready to meet attack if we are unjustly
part in the con-
best, if conteat there must be, but yet believ-

ing that we ooght o wmake every effort that
8il these various conflicts may end 'in peacs,

in union and in #viendship, I shall at alil
everts have the conscionsness thet T have
. .

o

it might be expected as a logical conrequence
that some unobnoxious person would be at
ence sent to take Mr. M’s place.

The recall of Mr. Mason was demanded by
a sense of self-respect,as well as by im.
portant considerations of public policy; lut
these reasons require with far greater weight
and urgency the dismissal «f the British con-
Suls. At most he could do no harm, beyond
that of compromising ‘our dignity; but these
conguls are not only here without our leave,
but they are charged with. and, in contempt
of our authority, and in derogation of our
rights, are daily exercising the most impor-
tant runctions, and, what is worst and most
galling of all, they are in our midst and thus
employed by permission obtained frem the
power which is waging a worge than barbas-
ous war agaipst us. An impertinent and in-
sulting correspondence which has just been
had with the Governor of Georgia by one of
those consuls exhibits something of the ex-
tent of the powers with which they aze
eharged and the temper of the instructions:
they receive.

A summary of this corresponlence may ba
seen in another column; from which the
reader will perceive that they are expected to
exert a restraining power over our right de
raise armies and to employ militia. Acting
under authority from the Washington Gov-
erpwent, and ‘acknowledging no other, apd
receiving their instruc'ions from the British
M nister to that Government, who is knoan
to be bitterly hostila to us—those uninvited,
unreceived and intruding functionsries arro-
gate to themselves the sovercign. privilege of
prescribing to the free republics of this Con-
federacy the extent of theirrights in providimg
for their own defence. They presume te bid
a particular class of soldisrs in service by
regular operation of law, under certain ci}-
cumstances, to throw down their arms. TH
have the effrontery to admonish s that ti
war against independent and sovereign Statée,
by a people whe are foreignto us, and by'a




