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IT is with peculiar feelings that I1
arise to addressaJdress the congregation
who are assembled this afternoon
anail event in regard to myself has
this day happened that generally
only happens once in the course of a
mans life fifty years ago todayto day I1
was baptized into the church of je
sus christ of latter day saints
hence it might be said that it is in
reality a year of jubilee so far as I1
am concerned I1 mean that the past
year which is the fiftieth year of
my membership in the church
closing with todayto day has been indeed
and in truth a year of jubilee

there is another thing conneconnectedeted
with these fifty years in the church
that is also pleasing to your humble
servant sixty nine years ago to-
day I1 was bomborn into this world mak-
ing this day a double birthday to
myself how very thankful I1 ought
to be for this great privilege which
has been bestowed upon me the
hearing of the falness of the ever-
lasting gospel yielding obedience to
the same and entering into the
church and kingdom of god in moytoyny
early youth certainly is a blessing
that is worthy of all thanks and
praise to my father who is in heaven
who granted this privilege to me inmy youth there were many scores
of millions yes hundreds of mil-
lions of the inhabitants of our globe
that did not enjoy this privilege

it seems that the lord our god
some fifty years ago and a little up-
wards saw proper to organize his
kingdom to estaeitaestablishblish ititt on the earth
by thetile ministration of holy anangelsgelsgeis
and by tilethe revelations of his Slisllspiritirit
andnuil by sending down authority from
the heavens to minister here on the
earth and by bringing forth that
great and precious record the book
of mormon and causing the same
to be printed for the benefit of all
mankind how great a privilege
conferred on me to come to thetho un-
derstandingder of the contents of that
book when I1 was but nineteen years
of ageafef how great a privilege to
live in a day and age of the world
when god has again revealed him-
self to the children of menimen there
havehake been many periods of time
sinsincece ththee ereacreacreationtian in whichwh iehich thethe hheav-
ens

eav
ensi inin an espeespecialcialelal manner have
been favorable to the children of
menymendmen by sending0 communications
and revelations frfromom on high but
a long time had intervened during

such privilege had been
granted to mortal man so far ass
the nations of ihiethe eastern hehemi-
sphere

mi
were concerned upwards of

seventeen centuries had passed
awayawny durduringduningaingring which they were left
in dardarknesskness having no legally au-
thorizedzed minister no one that could
rglegallya baptize or administer the
lordsr supper or build the church
of god or administer in any of the
ordinances of his gospel that was a
long time for the nations to be left
in darkness so far as our western
hemisphere is concerned they were
not left quite so longiongon a period with-
out information from the heavens
some fourteen hundred years andan
upwards had passed awayaway on this
western continent during which
the people were left in darkness
hence the whole earth norfor fourteen
centcenturiesur es at least had no gospel
preachedpreachd by divine authority no
church of the living god in any
quarter thereof so far as we areaceare ac-
quaintedquainted it is true that during
these fourteen centuries the nations
had a book that contained thehistory
of the gospel as it was preached in
ancient times a book called the bi-
ble but a book containing the his-
tory of the gospel is one tilingthing and
the power and authority to admini-

ster the ordinances of thetiie gospel is
another thing they are entirely dis-
tinct A book ititselfbelr authorizes no
manmall under the whole heavens to
build up the church of christ it
authorizes no man to preach the gos-
pelpe no0 man ever received divine
authority by means of an ancient
book that was given to prophets and
inspired men centuries before he was
born we never knew of the lords
calling men by ancient books ifthe lord calls any one in this day
it is by a new revelation not a reve-
lation given 1800 years ago how
inconsistent it would be to suppose
that a man is now called to sit in
the presidential chair of the united
states because we have the history

that washington once sat in that
chair would that authorize any
person among thee scores of millions
of thetile populationtion of these states to
go and takeke possession of that chair
andd underundertakeke to administer in the
office of a president over this great
people the thing would be so ri-
diculously absurd that the people
would rise up universally andanaand con-
demn any such imposition so in
regardto the things of god god is
a god of order and if mankind
have an order in relation to authority
to administer in governmental af-
fairs howbow much more the lord
has liehe not as much wisdom as his
creatures Is the lord so much be-
neath hishia own creation that he
would prefer illegality to legality
that he would let any one assume
the authority and power without
calling him to an account in thetiie

great judgment day but in-
quires one how do you know mrsir
pratt11 but what the lord hashal called
some one durigg the many centu-
ries that you saypay the people have
lived in darkness how do you
know hutbut what he has authorized
servants and ministers totd proclaim
his gospel among the children of
men now this isis a very impor-
tant pointponta iI1 do not blame those
who have not considered this sub-
ject in putting such a question it
is perfectly reasonable that they
should inquire how a person may
know what grounds we have for sup-
posing that there has been no one
commissioned with divine authority
during the fourteen centuries thatthai
have rolled over the heads of the

i people until the Lord sent his angel
I1 upwards of airtyafy years ago and re-
stored the authority there are va-
rious reasons that can bo advanced
to provoproverove that the earth has been
destitutedestitute of any such authority
one reason is that among the threethred
or four hundred millions of christen-
dom or those who profess to be the
followers of christ we find one uniuni-
versal

i

belief among them and they
have acted upon that belief namely
that god gives no new revelation to
the inhabitants of the earth during
their day that is enough nurfur me
it is all the evidence that I1 would
want although there is an abun-
dance of other evidence but that isi
sufficient for me to know that god
never sent them but inquires
one may not a person be sent of
the lord be divinely commissioned
and yet no revelation be given in his
day I1 answer impossible impos-
sible but you may still further
inquire may not others who re-
ceived divine revelation in ancient
times have communicated that au-
thority to their co temporaries who
outlived them and may nottnot thosebose
cotemporaries thus receiving divine
authority havenhave conferred it upon
others still younger and they upon
others and thus may not the au-
thority have been handed down by
a regular succession of ordination
from the days of the apostles to our
owlorvn period of time I1 will say
that would be possible just the same
as the church of god in the first
century of uiehie christian era deliv-
ered the authority to preach and ad-
ministermindmintstersten ordinances from one to an-
other among the various nations of
thetile earth it was continued along
during tilethe whole of that century
just as easily it could havehake contin-
ued the second century and the
third andana each succeeding century
down to our own time here then
arises another questionortork may not
the authority have thus been trans-
ferred I1 answer where has there
been an unbroken successionion of that
same authority that was adminis-
tered in the first century I1 will
tell you where the successionionlon was
broken in the very period that
new revelation ceased to oeve given to
the human family wiofiono further Ssuc-
cession

u C

could be continued it wouldatwould
be impossible for any person to be
ordained with divine authorityauauthoritythority for
instance to the apostleship unless
there was some that had au-
thority and hadllad really obtained di-
vine intelligencee hyby new revelation
from the heavens that such author-
ity should be conferred upon some
other person when did divine
revelation ceasemate where shall weave
go0 for testimony upon this subjectkso far as the inhabitants of tiletilo
eastern portions of our globe were
concerned divine authority ceased
about the close of the first century
of the christian era why did it
ceaseecease because we have no account
of any new revelation having been
given after the close of that ernaucenturyry
and when new revelation ceased di-
vine callings ceased divine authorauthori-
ty ceased persons ceased to confer
that authority in succession because
for this obvious reason they without
new revelation did not know whom
to call they did not know who

should be authorized to recenerece ve tyee
apostleship or any oilier 1oliI r
every person dduring the nirfir t reee i
tury of thothe christian era vv 0 3 ss
ordained with authority and
to administer intheinobein ithe ordinordinaneanteanie
of tilethe gospel wawwat ordained bybyanbylnanfn e
spirit of prophecy and revrevelationeatton
timothy was a young man com-
pared withsith many of the apostles
he only received the calling be-
stowed uponn him through the laying
on of the hands of the servants of
god or of those who were authorize
by new revelation to administer
and to confer authority uponpvn him
thus it is written in this good book
the bible that paulpali whowiio waswa au-

thorizedzed as an apostle called rimo
thy by virtue of the spirit of revela-
tion and prophecy neglecti1 not
said paul thetile gift that is1s in thee
which was given thee by prophecy
with the laying of the hands of the
presbytery ll11 and when we speak
of missions in those early periods of
christianity WPap person apassumedminedwined to
go90 on a mission among tilthee inhabi-
tants of the earth unless lie was
sent unless he was sevsetevletlapart even
as great a man as the apostle paul
had no authority to go forth as a
missmissionaryconary only by the laying on of
the hands of thetho personspersona who admin-
istered to him hence itisit is written
in tilethe the ApostleapostlesApost leslea that the
holy ghost said unto certeertcertainalfhalft troph
easthaets that were in the church at anti4och separate me barnabas and
saul for tilethe work whereunto I1 havebavle
called them here is a new reve-
lation saul could not be separated
and set apart to any work of the
ministry only as the lord called
himliim and that calling was noade
known to the prophets that were in
the church at antioch if cerad
venture a man badhad been called by
the spirit of revelation and krophprophecyaey
and set apart by the laying of the
handsolhandshand of a prophetor apostle to kebce

allan especial minister to the nations
of the earth there would arise still
anotheranother great question to be solvedvedvod
in regard to hethertobitherwhetherbether that man thus
set apart could the object of
his mission without new reverevelationlaVion
1I say that it would be utterly im-
possible no man can fill a passion
acceptably before the bevensbeavenshe vens un-
less god should divetogive to him revela-
tion from time to time to direct
him in all his missimissionary labors
we have abundant testimony in the
new testament concerning this mat-
ter even when somegome of
greatest revelatorsrevelatory that we have any
record of undertook to do thingss of
theirthein own accord they were reddi
erectly different from their ononrodjod
ments in regard to their missionary
labors paul hadllad at a certaincerhan time
a great desire to visit a certain place
such desire arose from his own na
turaltunal judgment but thetho rolyholy dha lt
forbade 1himlim here it required fn
new revelation to knowickow whet
his own incHinclinationsnations should be 1to61
owed or not againamint we findbno thatalir
the cevelarevelationseions of jethe mostalost highr
were very necessary illiiim the ewecase 0off
the travels of thetheethesee missionaries
among the inhabitants of the earth
philip had done a great work in tatintia e
city of samaria hohe hadbad succeedsucceededdad
in convincing langelarge numbers con
berning jesus and hadhadbad baltihaltibaptizedzd
them and organized a great church
in the city of samaria one ouid
havehaye thought that after having per-
formed labors of such magnitude
he would have been required to raytaytn
among that people and adnum trto themthern but no thethel lord ggavegatejnJ n n1
new revelation to thethemanbanhan phllipphilip
he aid harisecarlsearis and go50 toward the

uth unto the gvayway thet goeth
down from jerusalem unto gaza
which is desert 11 in other words
leave youryour presentt nieldfield of labo

can do more good somewhere else
NOWnowa1I man left to his awit judg-
ment withoutwith out new revelationDwoulawould not want to go somewhere
else his 0onan inclinationslisils would be
to sstaytay whereaherOsso0 manalimany had11d received
hisills testimony but no the spirit
of god thought difdlfdifferentdifferentlyly arlearlariecarhari e
philip go unto the south country
he was not moldtold whathe should do in
the south country but liehe started off
accoraccordingdirig to the new revelation and
after journeying a short distance liehe
saw a chariot before him probably
driving along at ablowa pace and atreit re-
quired another revelation the old
one that lie got awhile
ing him to ggo6 to the boutsoutsouthiesouthhouthlibehe hadaadala
readyadyads agan to fulfillfulfil but while he
yet journeyed liehe did not know his
furtherfurt lieriier duty and if god hadbad notnote
given him new revelations he
would havellave gone forth blindly in his
missionary labor but another re-
velation came go near and join
thyself to this charnotchariot he thethel
fore obeyed and whenwuen he arrived at
the chariot lie faunaforim ah man reading

not tiletiie new testamenttestament but the
law and the prophets philip being

y
f i vv

wrvr 10 htit uponci bby ththethoe holy ghost
Ssiia Unioulo avnithisis man Understandest
0t ou what thou readest how

Tn I1 said the man in the chariot
I except some man should guide
medie and philip began to explain
unto him the things that behe hap-
pened to be reading from the pro
phecie lealah concerning jesus
and philip was invited into the
chariot they rodenode along until they
came to where there was water of
sufficient depth to attend to baptism
for it seems that philip had convert-
ed or in other words had proved
by his arguments that jesus was
tilethe veryteryeryeny christ and the man desir-
ed baptism and the chariot stood
still and philip went down into thetho
water and baptized him nowkow phil-
ip had no authority to confirm by
the laying on of the hands as is
evident in the case of those who
were baptized in the great city of
samaria there was great re-
joicing there because philip had
baptized them but none hadbad receiv-
ed the holy ghost till another
authority higher than that of philip
came and laid hands upon them
for thetile reception of the holy ghost
having baptized these people hhee
could go no further he could not ad-
minister the blessing of thetile holy
ghostghou and hence having fulfilled
thetho object of the two revelations on
this subject the lord hadllad another
place ferfor him he did not go there
of his own accord but it required a
very powerful manifestation to get
him away from that water tilethe
scripture testifies that the spirit of
the lordford caught hwayaway philiprhilipriiril ilip that
the eunuch saw him no more and
he went on his way rejoicing
have you ever heard anything of
theahe kind in theothee days where men
in fulfilling their missions have
been caught away to somesonie other
place v but they that wait upon
the lord shallshail renew their strength
they shall mount up with the wings
of eagles 1 ays the prophet isaiah

iphilip mmust have been borne as it
were upon eagles wings now if a
personpenson a mamann light enough I1 mean

could get on an eagles wings and
lebe carried through the air it would
be a very good representation of
ometometk of thothosee that wait upon the
lord

I1 mention these various circum
stances and might mention scores
ofothers to show that without the
spirit of the living god to impart
revelrevelationationo no-man could adminis-
ter to his fellowfollow manmad nno0 man would
have the authority joto administer
thisthia brings me baekback to the state-
ment I1 have already made you
recollect the question is can it be
proved or is there any evidenceevidente that
there has been any man called to the
ministry among all the nation
during the longloag period to which I1

chavehaxebave referred we take their own tes
They saysiy that there hasba been

noDO since the first ibencenturytury
of the christian era who says so
the whole catholic churchI1 to begin
w th and the greek church
ailatianotherothier branch otof tilethe christian
hulnulhui ihh roso called andarid then the pro
e proprotestedtested against those

two brabranches and came out from
amonganions them have continuecontinued the
iara luletulelaittalt e traditions that no new
rexrev ution is needed atthethattieththat the last
revelation which was intended for
thetile human family was given to
wefawetahad i the crosedose of the first century
of0 thehe christian era they da not
seinselnwinevin tornowto know kowhowlow suehpuch ann expres-
sionisio1810n if admitted cutscute them off from
all authority and power whidtaretane
divine they do not seemgeem to know
thatat they cannot possibly be called
and cannot possibly be ordained by
proper authority unless god speaks
again they do not seem to know
that the writings of men who are
dead and gone centuries ago do notnor
auauthorize them to preach the gospel
laornor give them any divine authority
to administer its ordinances hence
you see the impossibility of ththereere
being a regular0 succession from gen-
eration to generationenera because ofot thetile
want of newnow revelation A great
many other testimonies might betie
brought to prove chiq fact but this
one is well then wayswasssays
aneone if your arguments be true if
your belief be correct there has
been no christian church on thetile
eartheurth for many generations we
can come to no other conclusion
there is no half way business about
it we come to testify that there
hasbas been no church on the earth
that god hhasfaas recognized0 asis hisliis
church for the last fourteen cen-
turies at least and among the eu-
ropean nations and the nations of
asia and africa there has been
none since the cioecloe ofot the second
cencenturyury of tilethe christian era what
ft woeful01 condition it is for the in

bi of the earth to be in we
would be in condition that

they are if god hadbad not condescend
ed again to give new revelation and
this brings me to the subject of the
book of mormon

fifty three years will have passed
away next wednesday morningmorningi
the day of september since the
gold plates of the bookoffbook of mormon
were delivered into the handsbands of a
boy by the name of joseph smith
a farmers boy an illiterate boboyy laallaarun-
educated

jZ

in the higher branches of
learning uneducated in regard to
what isis contained in the old and
new testament uneducated in the
dogmas and creeds of men unedu-
cated in all branches of science ex-
cept it be some of the first principles
the rudiments of education as
taught in the common schools of the
state of new york I1 say fifty
three years have almost expired
since this great this marvellousmarcellousmarvellous
this wonderful event happened
since an angel of god delivered sa-
cred records into the hands of an il-
literate common youth not yet
twenty two years of age such was
tilethe beginning as it were of a great
revelation I1 willvill not slaystay the pre-
cise time of the beginning for god
prioror to this time had given revela-
tion to this youth on many occa-
sions the first one that hehe gave to
him was in the spring ofor 1820 before
joseph smith was of the age of
fifteen then a wonderful cevela
tian was given to him the first onone
hebe ever received in a gragreatgraatat eindand
glorious open visvisioning1loninionin answer to his
prayers there wmwaa the manifesta-
tion of two of the great personages
in the heaven rv not angelsangel notnol
messengers but two persons that
hold the keys of authority over all
the creations of the universe who
were they god theeternal pathfatherer
and his son jesus christ through
whom god the father mademadomad the
worlds two glgloriousorlou personages
descended from heaven two
ages whose countenance i outshone
ane sun at noonday two personagespersona
clothed with a pillar of light roundromia
about them descended kopd before
this lad and revealed themselves to
him he saw their countenances
lie saw the glory of their persopensopersonagespersonaenag
lie heard the glorious wordsworda that
proceeded from the father as hebe
pointed to his son and taldhaidaidtaid to jo-
seph this Is my beloved son in
whom I1 am well pleased this
was a new revelation something
difdlfdifferent from what hadbad been made
manifest for a great many centuries
according to the declarations of thefhe
articles and creeds of menmeri howhovd
often I1 have read thetho declaration of
King James tratranslatorsi of the bi-
ble wherein ringking james isis repre-
sented as the headbead of the church
and wherein the bible as translaytranslated
by those that were chosen and ap-
pointed for that purpose was intend-
ed for the lightlit and benefit of the
children of men and for fear that
mankind would cavil on the subject
these uninspired men the transla-
tors in connection with those who
were in their council concluded to
tell the people that thistins was tilethe
whole canon of scripture in other
words we have translated sixty ox1ix
books and they are compicompiledledoror
aboutt to be compiled and prinprintedted for
the benefit of mankind and these
sixty six books of the old and yew
testament are the only books that
christians should receive the only
revelation that they should have to
guide them in all their future lives
the people were ejustjust simple enough
to believe what they said just sim-
ple

sim-
pie enough to take it for granted be-
cause learned men that were nothot
inspired of god had made this un-
qualified unproved declaration
now we the church of englaenglandnd
must get up besides these 6366 bookbooks
somegome articles of faithfalth some thir
ty nine articles we will invent we
have got no prophets amongasamong us to
write these Articlesno inspired
revelator sent from god and there-
fore we will originate out of our own
hearts something that will prevent
the people from receivingI1 any new
revelation we will cunningly tell
them that these sixty six books
called the bible contain all the reve-
lation that god ever gave to man
what further have you to say in
your thirty nine articles we say
that every person that does not limit
and confine his faith to thetile sixty six
books of the old and new testa-
ment or ifit liehe undertakes to receive
anyadv other revelation he is to be ex-
pelledbelled from our church that is
what is said not directly but indi-
rectly in other wordsword every per-
son who pretends to be a the
is not to be a person considered wor-
thy of belonbelongingprig to our chchurch 13 has
any other church but the church of
england adopted these false soul
destroying delusions yes a great
many others they have invented
articles not exactly thirty


