The furegoing plainly proves that
our ecorrespondent is correct regard-
ing Mr. Pierre’s aversion tv facts
when the opposite better serves ‘his
purpose. He speaks of the payment
of tithes by the Latter-day Haints to
the Bishops 88 if it were a erime for
a religionist to eontribite a portion
of his substance for religious pur-
penes, such a8 the support of the

poor, the erection of (Church
buildings, and other charitable
and religious olijects, these
being among the leading uses

to which the fuiis contributed
through the ecclesiastical officers
are put. Had Mr. Pierre lived in
the days of Abraham, he doubtless
would have retlected on the conduct
of tile “Father of the faithful®? be-
cause he piaid tithes to Melehisedee,
the great High Priest.

One financial phase common with
other bedies is not found awong the
“Motrmun” peopie—selling church
pews at nuction to the highest bid-
dur and passing round the coutribu-
tion box.

The speaker stated that ©“Mor-
monism’> was not yuite as popular
in Utah as formerly. It lLias never
been popular with inen of his class,
but it has not been regarded with
greater reverence by its geuuine
adherents than at cthe present time,
this sentiment of esteem for it being
increused by the oppositiou which
it encounters from the opponents of
trath, to which ciazs Elder Pierre
evidently belongs. The dropping
away of afew weak-Kneed members
of the Church is no detriment but
rather a benefit to the organlzation,
huving a jurifying effect. The
statement to the affect thay few peo-
ple vutsile ot Balt Lake now belong
to the Church 18 mogt extraordinary,
a8 the bulk of non-*‘Mormons®’ re-

slde in this city and Ogden.
There are mAny counties in
Utah, where the people are

aiioust entirely members of the
Churchi. This falsehood on the part
of Mr. Pierre seemed to be necessary
in order to exaggerate the Iabors of
the refined young ladies to whom he
had reference. He states correctly,
however, that the only hope, slender
&8 it may be, of the alleged reformers
lies in the children, people of ma-
ture age having too much judgment
and experience to be induced to re-
pudiate something substantial and
valu ible for a comparative chimera.

The alleged bsence of educa-
tional facilities in this Territory is
utterly untrue, there being a com-
mon schoo! system embracing the
whole of Utah, besides a University
and numerous parochial edueation-
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alinstitutions. The statement ahout
parents being oppused to the educa-
tion of their children is a hase and
inexcusable slander, the direct op-
pusite being the case. Any person
who cares to asceriain the educa-
tional status of the people of Utah,
who are overwhelmingly ‘‘Mor-
won,” can do sv by referring to
statistics ou the subject.  This Ter-
ritory 18 in advance of all the other
Perritories, and a majority of the
States in the matter of education.

The speaker maae reference to
Feacliers visiting the people on every
biock. His intention was evidently
to conver the idea that these re-
ligious teachers were the only ones
who instructei! the people. True,
their duty is to see that no wicked
ness or iil feeling exists in the
church, and to instruct 118 members
in their duties, because they are not
teachers of ordinary secular edu-
catlon, being purely ecclesiastical
offlcers, who bhave no conne:tion
with the school system,

The “Mormons®—who are the
pioueers and settlers of this Rocky
Mountain regiou—in their labor of
redeemin g the wilderness, have, in
founding nearly every town, made
it one of the first objects to erect a
schoolhouse, thus sbowing a re-
miarkable disposition, under trylug
circumstances, to give educativn

the first place in the developmuot.

of their ¢ivilization.

Qur eorrespondent placed a proper
vstimate upon the uuscrupulous
Pierre.

-

MONEY AND WATER.

IT 18 presumable lhat theguestivn
of the sale of the water and water-
works system by the City Council to
a private corponution is virtually set-
tied. Two potent arguments on the

| no-sale side of the propositiou were

offered at A session of the Counpecil
held June 10. One was the monster
petition, which was iu two sections,
the number of signatures attached
aggregating seveu thousand,

That was an argurnent that vught
to 2arry weight; but there is another
that is particularly striking. 1t was
embodied in & communication from
Christopher Diehl, assessor und col-
lector of water rates. B:sides em-
bodying some valuuble practical
sugyestions that should be adopted,
it contained the foliowing:

*On the lst of January last thero
were 2,847 houses or busiiess places
supplied with water. Since then there
have been added in February and
March, 126; in April, 74, and in May
91, making a total of 3.138 at this date.
The extensions of water maius will
add more every month, and it can pe
estimated that before the end of the
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present year at least fonr thousand
houses will be supplied with pure -
water.

“With the present rates and a strict
assesament as per the schedule, the
el nderive an income of at least
fifty thonsard dollars per annum from
its water system. Thatamonnt would
be an interest at 5 per cent. on §1,000,-
1100 while the whole plant cost only
$500,000."

The question now peuding be-
fore the council purports to be
whether the wuter and its syatem
shalli be sold to a private party or
corporation. Why bpot name the
proposal so as to make it eonsistent
with the statement made by the
assessor aud collecter of rates. If this
be done—we see no reason why it
shoull not—it will be atated thus:
Bhall or shall not the Conuncil pay to
a privule corapany or corporation
350,000 per anpnum of the perople’s
money, that being the amount of
profit that would be derived from
the system of water works according
te the computation of Mr. Duihl?
The cousummation of such an act
could vot by any pruecess of veason-
ing be pruoperly sustaived. It would
have all the appearance of a steal.

This phase of the subject, sv ap-
propriately exhihitel by a eity
offieial, ought of itsclf to cause all
applivations of the kind reterred to
to be permapently tabled. Any
company that could secure such a
bonanza would at an  early date be
able to greatly increass Mr, Diehl’s
computativn of profits by watering
its stock.

-—

GIVE US THE PROCF,

“What we eharge is that there has
never vet beon a convention of that
kind that soine one in the convention
hus not had a list of the men to he
nominated made ont and given bhim at
headgnariers, and that list bas invari-
ably made up the ticket.”

Bo 8AY8 the perpetual retailer of
t auti-©Morinon® falechood, Of course
that is what yeu charge. And.that
is what we deny. And then you
say, ‘‘the NEWS does not deny”? and
“the NEws will not deny,”” Now
produce your proof. Don’t say “a
truthful woman*’ or ‘‘a relishle gen-
tleman, told us 80,” but give us
semething definite.

We say it is not true. More than
that, we say it isa lie, Now cease
trying to make us prove a négative,
and make at least an effort
to prove your affirmative. Cease
your imaginary ““admissions?’
and conrocted ‘“complaints?? f'
nameless individluals about things
that never oecurred and, to cuome to
| something specific, prove that “a
list of vames’’ wag furnished by any-
body to Lhe last municipal conven-’




