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tielie DINIS

to the senate and houseeouse of
nativestatives

in transmitting to you my fourth an-
nual messagerueebageaage it is with thankfulthankfulnessnebsnebb
to the giver of all good that the nation
and we have been blessed for the last
year with peace at home and abroad
and a general prosperity vouchsafed to
but lewfew people

the boston fire
with the exception of the recent de-

vastatingvastating nirefire which swept from earth
with a breath as it were millions of ac-
cumulated wealth in the city of boston
there have been no overshadowing
calamities within the year to record
it is gratifying to note howhouho ilkk noinol0 1

fellow citizen of the city of chicago
under similar circumstances a year
earlier the citizens of boston are rally-
ing under their misfortunes and the
prospect toIs that their energy and per-
severance will overcome all obstacleobstacleses
and show the bamesame prosperity soonboon
that they would had no disaster be-
fallen them otherwise we have been
free from pestilence war and calami-
ties which often overtake nations and
as farfaraajas human judgmentcan penetrate
the future no cause seemsbeems to exist to
threaten our present peace

geneva arbitration
when congress adjourned in june

last a question had been raised by
great britain and was then pendingg
which for a time seriously imperilledimperilled
the settlement by friendly arbitration
of the dinndiffdifferencesarances existing betweenbetiyeenfeen this
government and that of her Brittannio
majesty the treaty of washington
had been referred to the tribunal of
arbitration which had met at geneva
in switzerland the arbitrators how-
ever disposed of the question which
had jeopardized the whole of the treaty
and threatened to involve the two na-
tions in unhappy relations towards
each other in a manner entirely satis-
factory to this government and in ac-
cordancecordance with the views and the policy
which it hadbad maintained the tri-
bunal which had convened in geneva
in december concluded its laborious
session on the ath day of september
last on which dayI1 having availed it
seifbelf of the discretion tuyayiy power given to
it by the treaty to award the sum in
gross it made its decision wherewhereby I1itt
awarded the sumsumbum of in golgoigoldd
as the indemnity to be p dd by grestgreat
britain to the united states for satis-
faction of all claims referred to its con-
sideration this decision happily dis-
poses of a long standing difference be-
tween the two governments and in
connection with another award made
by the german emperor under a refer-
ence to him by the same treaty leaves
the two governments without a shadow
upon the friendly relations which it tois
my sincere hope may forever remain
equally unclouded the report of the
agent of the united states appointed to
attend the geneva tribunal 1 accom-
panied by the protocols of thetho proceed-
ingsing of the arbitrators arguments of
chuel of both governmentsgovern mente award of
tribunal and the opinion given by the
stseveralveraiveral ar bitbli gators to1 here
wilh I1 have causcabs d1 11 bu
culecuie aid to ibe bt bobhab tft f rheibe ebiellie
powe ridris whoho comp irdlud with methe joint
it quest to uti etueen the treaty
the thanks of ibaluuie government for the
appointment of the arbitrators made
by them respecting it and also my
thanks to eminent personages named
by them and my appreciation of the
dignity patience impartiality and
great ability with which they discharg-
ed their arduous and high functions
her Maje government has com-
municatedmunica ted to me its appreciation by
her majesty of the ability and inde-
fatigable industry displayed by mr
adams the arbitrator named on the
part of this government during the
protracted inquiries and discussions of
the tribunal I1 cordially unite with
her majestyMajestyinin this appreciation it
is due to the agent of the united states
before the tribunal to record my appre-
ciation of the marked ability the un-
wearied patience and the prudence and
discretion with which be con-
ducted the very responsible and deli-
cate duties committed to himbilu bebbb itIL i
also due to ahe learned and
counsel who attended the tribunal on
the part of this government to express
my sense of the talents and wisdom
which they brought to bear on the ar-
gument and of the result soBO happilyhappliy
reached

indemnification commissioners
it will bobe the province of congress to

provide for the distribution among those

wwho mmaya bbe entitledne to0 it of0 their re-
spective tjiklisspectiveave shares of the moneyey tto0 be paid
although it is not payable until a year
from the date of hwardaward it is deemed ad-
visable that no time be lost in making
proper examination of the several caseseuescroperina which indemnification may be due
I1 consequently rebornmend the creation
of a board of commissioners for the pur-
pose

san jannjunn
by the thirty fourth article of the

treaty of washington the respective
claims of thetiie united states and of great
britain in their construction of the
treaty of the fifteenth of june 1846 de-
fining the boundary line between their
respective territories were submitted to
the arbitration and award of his
majesty the emperor of germany to
detderideitleitie which of the claims is most in

with the true interpretation
of the treaty of 1846 his majesty the
emperor of germany having been
pleased to undertake the arbitrationhas
the earnest thanks of this government
and people of the united states for the
labor pains and care which he has de-
votedt to the consideration of this long
pending difference I1 have caused an

Vexpression of my thanks to be commit-
ted to his majesty mr bancroft the
representative of this government at
berlin conducted the case and prepared
the statement on the part of the united
states with the ability that his past ser-
vice justified the public in exexpectingpectin at
hishla hands As a member of the aabcab-
inet at the date of the treaty which
has given rise to the discussion
between the governments as the min-
ister to great britain when the con-
structionst now pronounced unfounded
was first advanced and as the agent
and representative of the government
to0 present the cabecase and to receive the
award he has been associated with the
question in all itsita phases and in every
stage has manifested a patriotic zeal
and earnestness in the maintenance of
the claim of the united states he Isi
entitled to much credit for the successs
which has attended the submission
after a patient investigation of the case
and of the statement of each party hiehib
majesty the emperor of germany onoc
the twenty first day of october last
signed his award in writing decreeing
that the claim of the government of the
united states that the boundary line
between the territories of her britannic
majesty and the united states should
be drawn through the haro channel
is most in accordance with the true
interpretation of the treaty concluded on
the ath of june 18181 between the agent
of majestymajeaty and that olof the
united states copiescaples of the case pre-
sented on behalf of each government
and of the statement in reply of each
and a translation of the award are trans-
mitted herewith this award confirms
the united states in their claims to the
important archipelago of islands lying
between the continent and van cou
versverb island which for the twenty six
years ever since the ratification of the
treaty with great britain has been con-
tested and leaves the united Statesstate for
the first time in the history of thethe
united states as a nation without a
question of disputed boundary between
our territory and the possessions ofgreat britain on this continent it is
my grateful duty to acknowledge the
prompt audand spontaneous action of herhor

inB government in giving effect to
the award in of any re-
quest from this gov aument and before
the reception in the award signed by
the emperor her majesty bad given
instruction for the removal of her
troops which had been stationed there
and for the cessation of all exercise or
claim of jurisjurlsjuristicisdiodledie ion so as to leave the
united states it i conclusive possession
of the lately disputed territory I1 am
grateful to be able to announce that the
orders for the removal of the troops
have been executed and the military
joint occupation of snban juan has ceased
the islands are now in the exclusive
possession of the united states

boundary commission
it has become necessaryv to complete

the survey and determination of that
portion of the boundary line through
the haro channel upon which the com-
mission which determined the remain-
ing part of the line were unable to agree
I1 far commend the appointment ofaofa comcorm
uliullallbaba to act jointly with one which
mayway be namedlamed by her majesty for that
purpose

alaska boundary CommiscommissionCommissisiouoo

the experiencelenceleuce of the difficulties at-
tendingexterthe0 determination of our admit-
ted line of boundary after the occupy
tion of the territory and its settlement
by those owing allegianceallegance tote the respec-
tive governments points to the import-
ance of by natural objects

or other measurementsremen ta the actual line
between the territory acquired by pur-
chase from russia and the aadjoiningadjo ning
possessions of her britannic MMajmajestyestyesly
the region Isia now so sparselybelbei oceoccupiedpledpied
that no conflicting interestsinte of inindivid-
uals

d avid
or of jurisdiction are likely to in

to the delay or embarrassmentof
the actual location of the line if de-
ferred until population shall enter and
occupy the territory some trivial con-
test of neighbors may again array the
two governments in antagonism I1
therefore recommend the appointment
of a commission to act jointly with one
that may be appointed on the part ofgreat britain to determine the line be
tween our territory of alaska and of
the co terminus possessions of great
britain

british fisheries etc
in my last nanual message I1 recom-

mended the legislation necessaryneceesary on
the part of the united states to bring
into operation the articles of the treaty
of washington of may 1871 relating
to fisheries and to other matters touch
ing the relations of the united states
towards the british north american
possessions to become operative so
soon as the proper legislation should be
hadbad on the part of great britain and
its possessions that legislation on
the part of great britain and its posses

hadbad not then been had and dur-
ing the session of congress a question
was raised which for a time raised a
doubt whether any action by congress
in the direction indicated would become
important a question which hasbag since
been disposed of and I1 have received
notice that the imperial parliament
and the legislature of the provincial
government have passed laws to carry
the provisions of the treaty on the mat-
ters referred to into operation I1 there-
fore recommend your early adoption of
legislation in the same direction to
ccarryarry out the part of chischia government

northern boundaryBonn dovydavy
the joint commission for determin-

ing the boundary line between the
united states and the british
possessions between lake of themodscodswoods and the rockybocky moun-
tains has organized and entered
upon its work it is desirable that the
force be increased in order that the
completion of the survey and the de-
terminationnationnution of the boundary line may
be sooner attended to and to this end I1
recommend that a sufficient appropria-
tion be made

european
with france our earliest ally russia

the constant and steady friend of the
united states germany with whose
government and people we have so
manymalay causes of friendship and so many
common sympathies and the other
powers of europe our relations are
maintained on the most friendly terms
since my last annual message exchange
has beonbeen made of the ratification of a
treaty with the austro hungarian
empire relating to naturalization also
of a treaty with the german empire
respecting consuls and trade marks
aisoalso of a treaty with sweden and nor-
way relating to naturalization allail of
which treaties have been dulydaiy pro-
claimed

internationalallail statistical congress
congress at its last session having

made an appropriation to defray the ex-
penses of commissioners on the part of
the united states to the international
statistical congress at st petersburg
the persons appointed in that character
proceeded to their destination and at-
tended the session of the congress the
report shall in due season be laid before
you this congress meets at intervals of
about three yearsyeam and has held its ses-
sions in several of the countries of
europe I1 submit to your considera-
tion the propriety of extending an invi-
tation to the congress to hold its next
meeting in the united states the cen-
tennial celebration to be held in 1876
would amordafford an appropriate occasion for
such meeting

vienna expositionimposition
preparations are making for the inter

national exposition to be held during
the next year in vienna and on a scale
of very great magnitude the tenden-
cy of these expositions is in the direc-
tion of advanced civilization and the el-
evation of industry of labor and the
increase of human happiness avas well as
of a greater intercourse and good will
among nations this exposition is to
be the first which will have been held
in eastern europe it is believed that
american inventors and manufacturers
will be ready to avail themselves of the
opportunity for the presentation of their
productions if by proper

aid and protection at the last session
of congress authority was given for the
ampolappointment of one or more agents to
represent this government at
tion the authority thus given has
been exercised but in the absence of
any appropriation there is danger that
the important benefits which the expo-
sition offers will in a large degree be
lost to the citizens of the united states
I1 commend the subject strongly to your
consideration and recommend that an
adequate appropriation be made for the
purpose to further aid the american
exhibitors at the vienna exposition I1
would recommend in addition to an
appropriation of money that the secre-
tary of the navy be authorized to fitnit up
two naval vessels to transport between
our atlantic cities and trieste or the
most convenient port to vienna their
articles for exhibition

abiayimexicoexico
since your last session the president

of the mexican republic distinguished
by his high character aladand by hibbib ser-
vices to his countcountry basbabhas died his tem-
porary successor has nowtrow been elected
with great unanimity by the people
a proof of confidence on their part in
bisbig patriotism and honor which it Isia
believed will be confirmed by the re-
sults of his administration it is par-
ticularlyticul arly desirable that nothing should
be left undone by the government of
either republic to strengthen their
relations as neighbors and friends it
Isia much to be regretted that manmany lalaw-
less

w-y
acts coutincontinueue to disturb the quiet

of the settlements onon the border be-
tween our territory and that of mexico
and that complaints of wrong to
american citizens in various parts of
the country aremadyare made the revolution-
ary conduct in which the neighboring
republic has soBO long been involved hashns
in some degree contributed to this dis-
turbanceturbance it is to be hoped that with
a more settled rule of order ththroughrough
the republic which may be expected
from the present government the actsnote
of which just complaint is made will
cease the proceedings of the com-
missionn under the convention with
Alexicomexico of the ath of july 1868
claims on tthe subject to
have unfortunately been checked by
an obstacle for the removal of which
measures have been taken by the two
governments which it laIs believed
will prove the commis-
sioners appointed pursuant to thetho joint
resolution of congress of the ach of
may last to inquire into the depreda-
tions on the texas frontier have dilldili-
gently made investigations on that
subject their report upon the subject
will be communicated to you their
researches were necessarily incomplete
partly on account of the limited ap-
propriation made the congress of
mexico on the part of that govern-
mentI1 has appointed a similar comcom-
mission to investigate theeothebe outragesoutrage
it is not announced officially but the
press of that country states that the fall-
est

full-
est investigation is desired and
theredoretherefore that the operationcooperationco of
all parties concerned is invited
to secure that end I1 hereby
recommend that a special appropriation
be made at the earliest day practicable
to enable the commissioners on the
part odtheof the united states to return to
their laborslabora without delay

earmealm
it is with regret that I1 have again to

announce the continuacontinuanceneeneb of the dis-
turbed condition of the island
of cuba no advance toward the
pacification of the discontented
portion of the population has
been made while the insurrection has
gained no advantages and exhibits no
more of the elements of power or
prospects of ultimate success than were
exhibited a year ago spain joithe
other hand has not succeeded in its re-
pression and the parties stand appar-
ently in the same relative attitude
which they have occupied frtar a long
time pastput this contest has now lasted
for more than four yearsyearb were it
seen at a distance from our neighbor-
hood we might be indifferent to its
result although humanity could not be
unmoved by many of its incidents
wherever they might occur itat is
however at our door I1 cannot doubt
that the continued maintenance of

in cuba is among the strongest
inducements to the continuance of this
strife A terrible wrong is the natural
cause of a terrible evil the abolition
of slavery and the introduction of other
reforms in the administration of the
government in cuba could not possibly
but advance the restoration of peace
and order and it Is especially to beba
hoped that the present liberal govern-
ment pfaf spain will voluntarily adopt
this view the law of emancipation


