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per annum. Had this man been on the
ordinary penslon list and married a
vear before his death a girl of eighteen,
and she, in turn, had lived as long as
her aged husband. viz., to the age of
one hundred and mine, Uncle Sam
would be paying that woman a pension
up to the year 190, There are now
seven widows of revolutionary soldiera
on the penslon rolla. The oldest of
these [s Lovey Aldridge, and her age
{3 ninety-seven. Bhe lives In Los An-
geles, Cal. The other widows are
Naney Cloud of Virginla, aged elghty-
four; Esther 8. Damon of Vermont,
aged eighty-three; WNancy Jones of
Tennessee, aged eighty-three; Rebhegea
Mayo of Virginla, aged eighty-four;
Mary Bnead of Virginia, aged eighty-
one, and Nancy Weatherman of Ten-
nessee, aged elghty-seven. It has been
estimated that widows of the veterans
of the late civll war may be llving in
the vear 2000 A. D.

The President’'s widows get, you
know, 85,000 a year by speclal act of
Congress. Mrs. Gen. Grant and Mrs.
Garfleld and Mrs, Tyler, I think, are
stlll drawing pensjons. Mrs. President
Lincoln received $3,000 a yvear from 1870
to 1882, when the amount was increased
to $5.000. Mrs. John A, Logan gets %40
a weelk, and the widow of Admiral Far-
ragut recelves $2,000 a year. A number
of widows of noted generals of the late
war have recelved or are recelving
penslons. Among these are the widows
of E. D. Baker, George H, Custer, the
Indian fighter, of Robert Anderson, the
hero of Fort Sumter, of Daniel Mec-
Cook and Frank P. Blalr.

L]

Among the biggest single penslon
amounts now granted are those glven
to widows on account of the clause In
the pension act of 1896, which malkes
the widow’'s pension date back to the
death of her husband. The other day
a widow who had been maried in 1868,
and whose husband had dfted in 1867,
applled for a pension, She claims the
right to be pald $8 a month for every
month back to the death of her hus-
band, a period of thirty years. The
law, I am told, will give her the pen-
rlon. Another widow from Ohlo, whose
husband died in 1871, married again
about fifteen vears later., She now
claims a pension on accunt of the death
of her flrst husband for the [fifteen
years of widowhood and wants it {n a
lump.

There are many rare old papers
among these pension records. Among
the widows, for Instance, I find an
autograph showing that Blaine's great-
grandmother drew a penslon for a
long time as a revolutionary widow.
This woman was the wife of Col. Eph-
rnim Blaine. He was a rich man, a
great friend of Washington, and he did
good service during the revolution. He
died in 1804, and the application for
pension was not made until 1848. Mrs.
Blaine's autograph was evidently made
with g trembling hand, but the letters
are almost as plaln as those which her
famous grandson used to make. There
are papera here from Benedict Arnold,
there are autograph letters of George
Washington, and there are applications
for land warrants from Abraham Lin-
coln., U. 8B QGrant, W. T. Sherman,
Winfield Scott and Jefferson Davis. I
have traced the autographs of these
men as they were made in applying for
warrants when they were young. Sher-
man asked for two quarter sections of
land, one or his Florrida servicesa, and
the other for his record In the Mexican
war, Gen. Scott got his bounty fa- hig
hravery in the war of 1812, and Je(fer-
son Davis was granted his for hls ger-
vices as an officer in our war with
Mexico, President Lingoln's grant was
given for his gervices in the Black
Hawk Indian war, and John A. Logan
received 160 acres for his Mexican war
record.

During my walk. through -the office
with the commissioner I referred to the

petition which s belng circulated in
Indianapolis among the old veterans.
This petition requests Congress to pay
the pensions In a lump on the basjs
that every soldlier mow living will last
for twenty vears. These men want the
twenty vears" pension glven at once,
and if their request is granted they are
willlng to release Uncle Sam from ali
pension in the future. I asked thc com-
missioner what would be the effect of
such a law. He said: "It would neces-
sitate the payving of least $3,000,000,000,
and the probability s that within three
weeks a large number of the pension-
ers would have lost all they got from
the government, and gsomething eise
would have to be done for them, There
Is, of course, no possibility of such
movement succeeding. It would not he
serfously cohsidered for an instant by
Congress,

It is5 not generally known that the
pension office has a rogue's gallery.
The commissoner gave me my first in-
troduction to it, and we spent some
time together look!ing over the photo-
graphs of the Iimpostors who make
their living out ot the old =soldiers.
There are hundreds of sueh men now
going over the country, and there are
other hundreds who are serving their
terms In the penitentlaries. Some of
these men pose as speclal examiners
and draw money for advance fees from
the offige.

Others Impersonate the medical ex-
amliners In the pension bureau and
charge for their services. James Fer-
guson, for instance, who is now merv-
Ing a mentence In the penitentlary at
Concord, N. H.,
the country representing that he was
employedl by the pension bureau to
appoint a speclal examiner In each coun-
ty. He would call upon some farmer
and offer him the place at a salary of
475 per month. When he had fllled
out the man's application he would tell
him that the government required that
every examiner should have a palr of
handeuffs and revolver, and that for
thls purpose $10 must be sent with the
application. This $10 would be put in
the letter contalning the application,
and on the way to the postofflce with
the man Ferguson would change the
envelopes o that he got the $10.
Buckskin Joe, a fat, jolly lookng, iI-
iiterate fellow, represented that he was
a detectlve sent out by th pension office,
and told the soldlers that he would
get thelr pensions for them if they
would pay him $5. ‘This man has been
twice sentenced for such crimes.
though he is now, I belleve, at large.
The Rev. C. W. Lewls of Chattanooga.
a colored man, operated almost entire-
Iy with widows. He would apply for
pensions and fleece the widows out of
a certaln amount for dellvering the
mall- to them. Another impostor
clalmed to be the son of Fred Doug-
las8. Thigs man operated entirely with
colored people. In addition to thess
there are impostors who pretend to be
doctors, and also o large number who,
under the gulse of pensldén attorneys,
do thelr best to fleece both the govern-
ment and the pensioners out of their
just dues The lawa are such, how-
ever, that it is not eansy to feece the
zoldler who usea ordinary care as to
zetting his pension. The real truth of
the matter is that there 18 no necessity
for an attorney in pension cases. The
requirements of the government are
plainly expreased, and all papers will
be promptly sent upon application.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.
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Washington, D. C., Jan, 20th, 1898.—|

To say that the McKinleys' first pub-
lic reception, which occurred last night,
was ‘‘the most brilllant ever held In

| the White House,” as the soclety col-

umns narrate all such occasions, would

has been going over

—_—

be somewhat overstating it; but it wae
a gorgeous function nevertheless, gnq
the stately old mansion has geldom
looked better. It being the initia] of-
fort of the President and his wifa, to
settle thelr status as entertalners ;Lnd
indicute what may be expected in thg
social line of the present administra-
tion, no pains or eXpense were spapeg
td satisfy the most carping critig in
the smallset details. For twenty.-four
rours beforehand the sound of the ggw
ind the hammer was heard, preparipn
3talls and stands for wraps and um%
brellas, and converted@ one of the bl
windows Into a temporary door of exjtg
with a wide "bridee” leading down to
the pavement outside, to bhe carpeted
and screaned with awnings, according
to the time-honored custom when gpn
anusual crush s expected. Al day
long twenty florlsts were busy g bees
transforming the big rooms into ver-
itable bowers of Dbeauty. The
wreathed the crystal chandeHers Wit}s;
asparagus, and the mirrors with ropes
of amilax, and the columns with gar.
lands starred with red carnatigpg-
they banked the mantles high with
orchids and roses, ranged tall Palms
and blooming azalias along the corri-
dors and made jungles of ferps and
iropical trees in every corner: the
fringed each doorway with t;'a.illn
vines and put magniflcent .portierg of
flowers in all the parlors; and Plaques
and bouquets and vases of flowers wher
ever a flower could be set. The hige.
roomi  especlally, where the rECeivin-
party were to stand, called for the]%
highest art, and when finished B
gested a falry grotto in a Spect';wulg;
play before the queen comes in to
break the spell of silence. From th
central chandeller garlands of smil S
were strung to each corner of the v:::
apartment, the garlands thickly get
with tiny electric lights in the nationat
colors, twinkilng like stars amild the
green. The same red, white ang blue
lights shone from a huge PY¥ramid of
ferns under the chandeljer; and the
mirror, completely veiled in smjlax
wan framed In lights of emerald g‘reen.
The east room was resplendent in ¢ne
artistle arrangement of electrie lights
which studded the white and gold ceil.
ing and the double rows of columpg

As usual on such occasions in wygp-
ington, the skies wept profusely Aurin
the reception. Promptly af o h%
o'clock the dripping crowd bega,ngm
arrive, As the first carrlage rojleq y
to the well-carpeted, well-Sheltereg
vestibule, the Sixth Cavalry band, eom
posed of twenty-flve musleiang fed b-
Prof. Luchsinger, heralded the reoehry-
Ing parly, which came sweeping dowry
the grand stalrway headegd by (ol
Bingham and Lieut. Gilmore” ppe
Presldent, with the same inteht, tn-
scrutable look on his face which it
wore Inauguration day, almost carried
hig frall wite on his arm; ang closely
Zollowing cime the members of the
cabinet, and their ladies. In the Blue
Room some twenty invited guegty had
assemhled, including Miss Mabe] Afc-

Kinley, Miss Barber, nevera] "
ters of the cabinet and :g%uggr
three young army officers, whe
remmained behind the recelving line

‘hroughout the evening, Mrs,

vas immediately seated in a trng.{g.'}}ﬁf
thair of blue velvet at the President's
eft hand, while the rest of the recelv-.
.ng party stood. Bhe wore a beautiful
rown of white broeaded satin, with
ilamond ornaments and g = white
aigrette In her short dark hair, She
chatted smilingly throughout the even-
ing and ahook hands with several hun-
dred of peopnle, with no apparent fa-
tigue. Mrs. Hobart was a hit late and
did not join the receiving group until
the corpa diplomatic had begun their
profound salaama. She looked regally
handsome In cream satin, with a su-
perb traln, square-cut bodice and dou-

' ble necklace of diamonds and pearls.



