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per annum had this man been on theordinary pension list and married a
year before his death a girl of eighteen
and she in turn had lived as long as
her aged husband viz to the age of
one hundred and nine uncle sam
would be paying that woman a pension
up to the year 1950 there are now
seven widows of revolutionary soldierssevinon thhe pension Irolls the oldest of
these idsds loveylevey aldridge and her age
is seven she lives in los an-
geles cal the other widows axeare
nancy cloud of virginia aged eighty
tourfour esther 9 damon of vermont
aged eighty three nancy jones of
tennessee aged eighty three rebeccamayo of virginia aged eighty fourmary snead of virginia aged eighty
one and nancy weatherman of ten-
nessee aged eighty seven it has been
estimated that widows of the veterans
of the late civil war may be living in
the year 2000 A D

the presidents widows get you
know a year by special act ofcongress mrs gen grant and mrs
garfield and mrs tyler I1 think are
still drawing pensions mrs president
lincoln received a year from 1870
to 1882 when the amount was increased
to mrs john A logan gets 40
fta week and the widow of admiral far-ragut receives 2000 a year A number
of widows of noted generals of the late
war have received or are receiving
pensions among these are the widows
of saE D baker george H custer the
indian fighter of robert anderson the
hero of fort sumter of daniel mc
cook and prankfrank P blair 0

among the biggest single pension
amounts now granted are those given
to widows on account of the clause in
the pension act of 1896 which makes
the widows pension date back to the
death of her husband the other day
a widow who had been marled in 1858
landand whose husband had died in 1867
applied for a pension she claims the
right to be paid 8 a month for every
month back to the death of her hus-
band a period of thirty years the
law I1 am told will give her the pen
slonblon another widow from ohio whose
husband died in 1871 married again
about fifteen years later she now
claims a pension on account of the death
of her first husband for the fifteen
yearssears of widowhood and wants it in a
lump

there axeare many rare old papers
among these pension records among
the widows for instance I1 find an
autograph showing that blainesalnesBl great
grandmother drew a pension for a
long time as a revolutionary widow
this woman was the wife of col eph-
raim blaine he was a rich man a
great friend of washington and he did
good servicece during the revolution he
oeddied in 1804 and the application for
pensionision was not made until 1848 mrsrlblainesBlalnes autographaph was evidently made
with a tremblingtrembling handband but the letters
are almost as plain as those which her
famusfamous grandson used to make there
are papers here from benedict arnold
there are autoautographgraph letters of george
washington and there are applications
for land warrants from abraham lin-
coln U S grant W T sherman
winfield scott and jefferson davis I1
have traced the autographs of these
men as they were made in applying for
warrants when they were young sher-
man asked for two quarter sections of
land one or his floraidaFlorrida services and
the other for his record in the mexican
war gen scott got his bounty iq
bravery in the war of 1812 and jeffer-
son davis was granted his for his ser-
vices as an officer in our war with
mexico president grant was
given for his servicesst in the black
hawkhawck indian war and john A logan
received acres for his mexican war
recordord

during my walk through the office
with the commissioner I1 referred to the

petition which Is being circulated in
indianapolis among the old veterans
this petition requests congress to pay
the pensions in a lump on the basis
that every soldier now living will last
for twenty years these men want thetwenty years pension given at once
and if their request is granted they axeare
willing to release uncle sam from allali
pension in the future I1 asked the com-
missioner what would be the effect of
such a law he said it would neces-
sitate the paying of least
and the probability is that within three
weeks a large number of the pension-
ers would have lost all they got from
the government and something else
would have to be done for them there
Is of course no possibility of such
movement succeeding it would not be

i seriously considered for an instant by
congress

it is not generally known that the
pension office has a rogues gallery
the commissionercommis gave me my first in-
troductiontro to it and we spent some
time together looking over the photo-
graphs of the impostors who make
their living out of the old soldiers
there are hundreds of such men now
going over the country and there are
other hundreds who are serving their
terms in the penitentiariesaries some of
these men pose as special examiners
and draw money for advance fees from
the office

others impersonate the medical ex-
aminers in the pension bureau and
charge for their services james fer-
guson for instance who Is now serv-
ing a sentence in the penitentiary at
concord N H has been going over
the country representing that he was
employed by the pension bureau to
appoint a special examiner in each coun-
ty he would call upon some farmer
and offer him the place at a salary of

75 per month when he had filled
out the mans application he would tell
him that the government required that
every examiner should have a pair of
handcuffs and revolver and that for
this purpose 10 must be sent with the
application this 10 would be put in
the letter containing the application
and on the way to the postpostofficeoffice with
the man ferguson would change the
envelopes so that he got the 10
buckskin joe a tatfat jolly looking il-
literate fellow represented that he waswaa
a detective sent outgut by th pension office
and told the soldiers that he would
get their pensions for them itif they
would pay him 5 this man has been
twice sentenced for such crimes
though he is now I1 believe at large
the rev C W lewis of Cchattanooga
a colored man operated almost entire-
ly with widows he would apply for
pensions and fleece the widows out of
a certain amount torfor delivering the
mall to them another impostor
claimed to be the son of fred doug-
lass this man operated entirely with
colored people in addition to these
there axeare impostors who pretend to be
doctors and also a large number who
under the guise of pension attorneys
do their best to fleece both the govern-
ment and the pensioners out of their
just dues the laws are such how-
ever that it Is not easy to fleecealece the
soldier who uses ordinary care as to
getting his pension the real truth of
the matter is that there is no necessity
for an attorney in pension cases the
requirements of the government are
plainly expressed and all papers will
be promptly sent upon 1application
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ta say that the McKinmckinlessleys first
lielic reception which occurred last night
was the most brilliant ever held in
the white house as the society col-
umns narrate all such occasions would

be somewhat overstating it but it waa gorgeous function nevertheless andthe stately old mansion has seldomlooked better it being the initial ef-fort of the president and his wife tosettle their status as entertainers andindicate what may be expected in thasocial line of the present administra-tion no pains or expense were sparedtd satisfy the most carping critic inthe small set details for twenty fourhours beforehand the sound of the sawand the hammer was heard preppreparingpre parinaaxingstalls and stands for wraps and um-brellasbrellas and converter one of the binbigwindows into a temporary door of exitwith a wide bridge leading down tothe pavement outside to be carpeted
and screeneded with awnings accordingto the time honored custom when anamunusual crush is expected all daylong twenty florists were busy as beestransforming the big rooms into ver-itable bowers of beauty theythewwreathed the crystal chandeliers withasparagus and the mirrors with roperonesof smilax and the columns with garearlands starred with red carnationsthey banked the mantles high withorchids and roses ranged tall palmsand blooming adallas along the corri-dors and made jungles of ferns andtropical trees in every corner theychevfringed each doorway with tallingtrallinvines and put magnificent portiereporPort tierslers offflowers in all the parlors and plaquesand bouquets and vases of flowers aherever a flower could be set the blueroom especially where thehe receivingparty were to stand called for ttheairhighest art and when finisheda fairy grotto in a spectacular

sug-gested
play before the queen comesmes in tobreak the spell of silence fromra thecentral chandelier garlands of asmilaxlaxwere strung to each corner of the vatvastapartment the garlands thickly setaoi
with tiny electric lights in the nationalnationcolors twinkling like stars amid vhsahkgreen the same red white anandd bluelights shone from ELa huge pyramid orofferns under the chandelier and themirror completely veiled in orsmilaxwas framed in lights of emerald green Vthe east room was resplendent inhi theartistic arrangement of bejecelectrictalc lightswhich studded the white anandd goldgoldeeneening and the double rows of colcolumns

As usual on such occasions in wasteington the skies wept profusely duringthe reception promptly at eightele htthe crippdrippinging crocrowdwd bebegangan totaarrive As the first carriage rolled vmUVto the well carpeted well sheltershelteredvestibule the sixth cavalry band com-posed of twenty five musicians ledcledtbarprof luchsinger heralded the receiv-ing party which came sweeping downdowilthe grand stairway headed by cotcobingham and gilmorepresident with the same intent in-scrutable look on his face which itwore inauguration day almost carriedhis frail wife on his arm and closely
following came the members of takecabinet and their ladies in ththe blueroom some twenty invited guests hadassembled including miss mabelabel afmeckinley miss barber several daugh-ters of the cabinet and two orofthree young army officers wharemained behind the receiving line- l
throughout the evening mrs McmckinleyKinlerwas immediately seated in a throne likechair of blue velvet at the presidentleft hand while the rest of the receiv-ing party stood she wore a beautifulfuTgown of white brocaded satin wittediamond ornaments and a whiteaigrette in her short dark hair 88
chatted smilingly throughout the even-
ing and shook hands with several hun-dred of people with no apparent fa-tigue mrs hobart was a bit late and
did not join the receiving group
the corps diplomatic had begun theirprofound salaamssalaams she looked regally
handsome in cream satin a suBO
berb train square cut bodice and doudott
ble necklace of diamonds and pearlspearla
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