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ORIGIN AND DESTINY
amongAirilri0n hothosese who aspired lo10 the halidhaild of raulau-

ra

1

woodvilleWoody ille was a young man named percival
whose fathelfather a poor day laborer had by selfsif de f

malmai throngthroughi many years succeeded inin giving
him an educationpducationcatlon beyond what was usually aciaclac ir
quirenairel at ahathat limetime by those in ththe lower walks
of life when sixteen years an attorneyy
biomeof some eminence who perceived in ibethe lad more
than ordinary ability took him into his office arldarid
raised him to the profession of the lawaw

at the timelime vf abich we write percival who0
five years old had already gained

some reputation at the bar having conducted to
issueissue several vvery important capscases

mr woodville lo10 thet he liaiiahand7of whose daughter
bahasas hashag just been said percival aspired was a mer-
chantchant in ratherather reduced circumstances but con-
nected with certain families more distinguished
for aris abic pride than virtue this connec-
tion was thehe more value in conconsequencesequence of the
loss of wealwealthilitil through disasters in I1radetrade and the
lilitiinabilityability to keep up those external appearances
which dazzle the multitude and extort a homage
that is grateful to weak minds

lauraabauralaura a beautiful and highly accomplished
girl was a favorite in all circles and there were
many amoiaamong the wealthy and fashionable who
for personalonal attractions alone were ready to ap-
proach andadd offer the homage cf sincere affectionlectionai
Among therethese was a young man named allisenAllis
whose family had in the eyes of mrair woodville
everything to renderredder a marriage desira-
ble

but laura never encouraged hisbis advances in theflip
least for she felt for him a strong internal repul-
sion he was wealthwealthy accomplished attractive
in person and connected both on his fathers and
mothers side with some of thehie oldest and so
called best families in the state these how
ever were not in her eyes attractions sumsufsufficient-
lyI1 strong to induce her to overoverlookloo r qualities ofgeheartZetihhearteheart

already in her contact with the world hadbad
she been made to feel its hollownessliol lowness and selfish
cruecrueltyltv for sosomethingmethin

11 more than mere fashion-
able blandishmentsblandish ments hadbad her heart begun to yearnyeath
she felt that a true and virtuous frieida was a
treasure betone all price I1

while this state of mind was in progress lau-
ra met henry percival A mutual regard waswag
soon developed whichwilch increased until it became
a deepdeer and incese affection irkin the meantime
allison confident from his position became holbolboliol01 i
deider in his advances and as a step
gave woodvillevilIe anat intimation of liishis views the
old merchant heard him gladly and yielded antilla full
prosecution of his suitsuil

batbut perceiving what was in the mind of ibethe
youngxoung man laura chrumthrum from him and detollmet all
his advinadvanceses with a chillinchallinchilling reserve that was not
for an instant to0 o be misunderstood in the mean-
time percival daily gained new favor in her eyes
and was atsit length emboldened to declare what
was in his heart with ill concealed pleasure
laura referred the young man to her father As
to of she reference she hadbad well ground-
ed fears

the day that followed this declaration was one
of anxious suspense to laura she was alone
late in the afternoon when her father came into
the room where she was sittingdittin she saw in-
stantly what was in his mind there was a cloud
on his face and she knew that he had repulsed
her lover

laura said hebe gravely as hebe sat down hyby her
side 11 was exceedingly surprised and pained
todayto daydav to receive from a young upstart attorneyattorn V
of whosedeose family no one has ever heard an offofferer
for your handband made as was affirmed with youryour
ciconsentinset surely this affirmation was not truetru

A deep crimson flushed the face of laura her
eyes fell to the floor and she exhibited ignsians of
strong agitation

youlyou magnotmay not be aware mr wood-
ville 1 thatAthat Mrlr allison has to maithmith a
t milarullaril ar application

I1 C 5 S I1
i

1 rhetheeresTheh eydieyes of laura rraisedisel quicklyulc I1y momromtom
acethe floor and her marine e irbite ilelle repug-
nancebance she felt 11 J trezirezyri J

lf look upon A IIIili orrorf a morore
thanthaw afkendfriend she said cacalmlyI1 Y

laura has it indeeded comecoin 10loto thiibiahil 2 gaidsaidlaid mrair
Woodwoodvillerille really didisturbed willwilI1 you disgrace
yourself aridand family by a union with a
start from the lower ranks when an alliance so
distinguished as this is13 offeredofleofie who is perci-
valvala IV hernhero i be m shatwhatwhajais visjus rigina

111I regald rather his destiny than hisbig orinoriginor 0
in

replied the daughter for that concerns meroe far
more dearly than the other I1 shallshail llave to tread
the trayivayirwayirayay my husband noesgoes and not the way he
hashayhascomcomescomet tiiethetire past babistisbv pastbist in thehe future liesbes
mv hanhavhappiness or mimiserywerysery 4

laretardare you beside yourself exclaimed hehei rather
loing highis self command before theabe rational
calmcaimcalmnessnes of his child i

inognoj natherfather 1 replied laura not beside my
self in the principles that govern mrbir allison
I1 have noim confidence andarid it is a mansmahs principle
that determinesmim s theltiletiie utilrih heie is to readtread inia life
on the othorother hand 1I have the fullest confidence
in these of mr percivall and know where they
will lead him this isais a matter in which I1icanleancan
not look back to seegee frony whence the person has
comeconie everything depends on a knowledge as to
wheewhoae he isis going 2

ado you snowknow said mr woodville not gir-
ing

gir-
ii 9 the words of his child the smallest concohconsidera-
tion

idera
tp

0 that thetha father of this fellow percival was
a day laborer in vonomonoon of mr Allioniibil manu fac i
turing establishment A mere ilayday laborers

111I have heardbeard as much was liehe not an hon-
est and honorable manmah I1

aadnesMadnesner girl jacejaculatedjae ed mr woodville atfit
this question still further losing his selfseif control

thathat I1 am gaivs to sec myy child
who ha lleileliehe blood of lleileliethe P s andind B13 s
and IV lj3 illin her veins mingle it with tilethe vile
blobioblood of api common labo cr youyon havebave beenbeed
much in error if foifol a moment you havebave indulged
in the idieidle dream 1 po forbid allinallail inter-
course

ter
with thisth is Perpercivalciva dodonotnotnoti dissoheyobey me

or thehc consequencecon quence 0too yourself wilwill be of91 the pad
destdept kind i

As herber fatherfattier ceased speaking laura irosrosa
weepingq and left the room

A deep calm succeeded to thiss sudden
that badhad fallefalie n from a sp inmei sky butbat it wasvas
indicative ofaof a heavybeavy arian more stormt
laura communicated to percivil the fact of harbarhar
Ppainfulipfu with her fatifaelfather andadd atlt the
sasamesamam e ttimein gavegaye hinbin tp understandyrthat no change
inin iusjus levsievaviews wasas to be expected aridand thatbat jo0 o seek
to effect a change would only be to place himselfhimsbimsseifself
in the way ofQ repulse and insult both calise0 lieseaiese
the moanroan had already receivedreceive

afewA few months laerlater and auly aap bher
laurilaura left F of lierllerher parents andiN

became the wifehotbot0 percival A
I1
step like epig isii

neverneven taken withoutit outont i Somsometimescime it is
wisely but oftener unwisely taken butput niverneer
without pair I1 I1 I1

in bishisthis case the pain on boejibot sides was eyereevere
dirnir woodville loved hisbis daughter tenientenderlyderlderi andin
she felt forformerllelie r batler a mare thathant coincolncrinnioncommonnion at-
tachmenttachment butbue hewa a proud and selfish man
the mairimairl tige of laura not only disappointed

I1

and
mortified butbui made him finery beyond all reason
andana self iniii the bittebitterness orbiof liis1119

1

feel-
ings

feel-and
he vowed never to look upon her nor forgjorgforgive1

ivelve
J

I1

her
it wassail in vain thereforetherdore thalthat hishis daughter 1

sought a reconciliation she inetmet only a stern re-
pulse

years went by and it remained the amesame 1

many limeslimea during that long period difdiddlf lanialania
approach herhen old home but only to betie repulsed
at last sliesh e was startled and afflicted with the
sad news of her mothersmoth erlderli deathcleath in the suddensulden
anguish of belher feeling shesha hurriedli to her fathersfi
house AAs shehe with others who had gath-
ered

ath
aroundround gazing upon the lifeless form of her

deadacad parent she became aware that the living one
hadbad entered the room and to all appearance un-
conscious of her presencepresene was standing by barharher
side A tremortremon went tLrough her frame sheshi
feltfeit faint and teady to drop tolo the floor in this
season of deep afflictafflictionlohlob might he not forgiveforgivette1

the
patpa t I1

hope sprung up within her in the presence
of the dead helie could not throw her eltteft she
laid her hand gently on hibi he turned her
tearful eyes were lifted in his facefate A moment
of thrilling Fu pense pride andland hber conquer-
ed again without a sign of recognition hebe tur-
ned away and iettleit thehe chamber of death

bracing herself uptip with an intense struggle
laura pressed her lips to the cold brow ofof her
mother and thanthen silentlyliylly retired

during thehe ttimeline I1 ihrehithihie t intervened from bishis mar-
riageria e uptip to0 o this period mrair percival had been
gradually rising in the confidence respect and
esteem of this community iidildandrid was acquiring
wealth through means of a large practice at the
bar As a husband bedadhe had provedcrovea mostmou kind and
affectionate As a man lie was the very soul of
bonorhonor all who knew him heldhela him in the high-
est regard

after the death of his wife mrdar woodville
fell intha gloomyploomy state of mind his business
which had been declining for yearyears mahsrasvas becom-
ingin less and less profitable and to increase his
trouble liehe found himself progressingaing rapidly to-
ward embarrassment if not bankruptcy the
man whom of all others he hadbad wished to see
the husband of his daughter married a beautiful
heiress and was living in a style of great ele-
ganceganel he met the brilliant bride occasionally
and always with an unpleasant feeling

one dav while walking with a gentlegentiemanthey
passed aulson when his companion saiesale

ifit that mahman doedoea nothot break his wife heart
within five tearsyears I1 shall think shesibe has few of
woman best and honest beelinfeelingsq

dousay that askaskedsairWAIrmr
evincingedinch much surprise I1 I1

in the first placeplacey replied the frieldfriend faiman

bitd r on a
in ma hoppyhappy abdAnd Kelbiuththi scsec-

ondor plapia exa man who virtue or
decency in isesthethe one 6to inakiinake life
wrecked1

1

eve fe
biburbuiif isis allison such a malvymaloymamanloyivy

neisnelsheishe is to uly certain knowledgenow ge- newknewhimim
when a boy we were schoolmatesschool mates ilehe then
eavecave me evidence of more than ordinary natural
depravity andarid from thehie training lie 1hasas received
that depravity has been encouraged to growprow
Sinamcieeftie bbecame amiiamita 1 ij tiietife ltdliddd nimany3ni oppadp POY
tuni ties of observing him closelyclos elv and I1 speak de-
liberatelylibera tely when I1 say that I1 hod him in eceexceed-
ingly

d
low estimation F I1 aidaldapersonallyimpersonallyid co s

ant of acts that stamp him as possessing heitherneitherti
honor nor as I1 said bbeffreberene decencyec n anand a veryvery
ionelone time will not probablypabbl elapseap bofbaronebefore0 e he
will betray allill thisthi to ilitilthee world men0i en lilikeilkeice himhii
indulge in evil passions and selfishelfish desidesiresregres until
they lose ven common prudenceyou astonish meroe 3 said woodville 111I cannot
credit bour words he belongs to one of the
best families 1

so called lint judgingfudging by aatruetrue standard 1I
should say one of our worst families P

why do you say that asked mr woodville
evincing still more surprisesd

the virtues of an individual makes his stand-
ard of worth the sahnespsamerne is artletrue of families
decayed wood covered with shining coidcold is not
so valuable aas sound andtind polished oak nor isit a
family raised by wealth or any external gilding
into a high social positionpo if not possessed of virvirt r

tue balthalf so worthy of confideconfidencerice and esteem as
one of less pretensions butbat endoweddow edwith honor-
able principles i i

the father of mr allison it is well known
was a gentlgentlemanernanerdan only inthethe sensed
A more man never existed and
the son is like the father only more depraved

mrair woodville was profoundly antonisastonishedhed
all misaig heike known from personal ob

not his eyes been so dazzled withrill
the external brilliancy of thetile person0n condemned
as to disqualify themhem for looklookinginersidersddeeperdeepene eper and per

fhethe real character of what was beneath
the brilliant gilding jiejle was astopisastonishedhed though
not entirely convinced it did not seem pos s i

ble that anyansany oneope iniq ahethe elevated coitionpoipol tion of mrair
allison couldrould be so base as was ammaffirinedaffirmed

A few laterlaer aniand mrair woodville was
surprisedpt thehe announcement that the wife of
mrair allison had separatedseperated herself from himhimi and
rettireturnedmedqed to jenjerfer fatherafatherj home venous causes
were assassignedgried for thisthil act the most prominent of
ivcickiwaswas llalifirAinfidelitydelity soon aftenafter an application
cpr divorce was laid before thefhe legislature with
such proofs of illlii treatment and shocking deprad

conduct as procured an instasiinstant release
from the carnagemarriage contract i

by this time tilethe proud angry father was be-
ginning to see that he had probably committed an
eitorerror an emotionmolionje of thankfulness that his
child waswaswag not the wife ofoe almonallison argearose spontan-
eously in his breastbutbutbat hella did not permit it to
comacowacom e intinto his deliberate

i
thoughts nornon take the

form ofbf antin tittereduttered hentensentimentament steadily the
change in hisbis outward itcircumstances progressedsaed

ilehe was growing old and the ability to
do business on an equiequalitylity with the youngeryou rierri er and
more eagereager merchants around him wnwho were
gradually drawdrawingingoffoff his oldest and bestjbf custom-
ers disappointedconvictlonelyone anxious and depres-
sed in spirits the convictionionlon that hebe hadbd clcommit-
ted a great mistake was daily fforcing itself more
ananddmoremoremone uponapon the mind of mrair woodpileWood gileviLee

when evelinevening came kinatina helie returned lo10 hishi
silent hisbig almost deserted dwellidwellingnr h joneli
nesinessi would deependeppen into sadness aandildrid then like an
unbidden but notno entirely unwelcome guest the
image of laura would come before Msmis imagina-
tion

I1magina
1Iand herlowher and tender voice would soundsourd

in his ears but pride hilfahi resentment was still
in his heart and after gazinggazin on the pensive lov-
ing child for a time hebe woulav seek to expel the
visionvi slowtiow

she had degraded hersherselfeltelf in marriage who
or what was her husbard Aalomalovlox nulvuivulgara r fel-
low raised a little above the common herdberd such
and anly such did he eesteems teem hihmhn and whenever
he thought of him liibi resentment toward laura
came back 111 1 full force I1 1

I1

thus it went on until twelve years from thethib
time of lauras marriage bad passed awayawas and
in that onoong meiha father had seen her face
but once and then it was in the presencepre rencesence of llelieilehe
dead frequently in the first year of that time
had she sought reconciliation but repulsed on
each occasion she had ceased to make approach-
es

As to her hishusbandbisbandband so entirely did mrair wood-
ville reject him that he cast out of hisbig mindmi na hisb is
very likeness and not meetingcr liimhim ceased actu-
ally to remember hisbig featurefeatures so that if he hadbad
encountered him in thehe street helie would not have
known him he could and hadbad said therefore
when asked about percivalPerci yatvaT that liehe know
him of inhis rising reputation and social stand-
ing be knew but little for his very name being
an offence heh rejected it on the first utterance
and pushed aside rather than looked at any ii
formation rogardingregarding him

at last the externaL affairs of mrBIT woodville
becameberame desperate his bubusiness actually died
out so that the expense of conducting it being
more than the proceeds helie closed up his mercan-
tile history and retired on a meagre property
scarcely sufficient to meet his wants

but scarcely hadbad this change taken ewhen
aal claim on the only piece of real estate which
he held was made on thefhe allegation of a defec-
tive titletitie oddori consulting a lawyer ha was alarm-
ed to find that the claim basis and
that the chances were against hlahia when the
casecasa was brought tipup mrair woodville appearappearededinedidin
court and with trembling anxiety watched the
progress of the trial

atre claciaclaimtinirn was apparently a fair one aniandani yet
notpot really just on the side of the prosprosecution
was a ubbe ondand eloquent lawyer iniii
whose handshanis his counsel was little more bhatiathan a

child aaand hee sasamwith despairde I1 it thathat all chances
were anah lilliihim t ththee losios afpf6 this remnant of
properproperty couldbould1 I1leavefarebare him tit

after aiga vigorous dlinewineI1 jhb ongone aideade and
on the the casucase was

about beinbeing iiwhenthen a new advocate ap
ear ilglie the defensedefencelefene ilehe wasgasnwasniiii

to binair woodvilleWooduliedulle oilon rising in court
there was a profound silence

ilehe began by sayinsavin that lie had somesomethinthine to
say in thehe case ere it closed and as liehe had stud-
ied ij1 iiiellcarefully amiand weighed wilhwild due delavera
tion all the evidence which had 2appearedparear 13 lielip wa
satisatisfiedSed thatfilat lie could show why the prosecution

I1 should not obtain a favorable decision
iiilil hlfalf bentbenbeo fonwardforivardforward to

listenten tleTbtie elarlawyer was talllail in perperson di
1

inin manner andaridlid spoke with a pecpeculiar musical
i
intonation and eloquent lowflow of language iha
marked him as posse sill 1I both tailtalitalentsnt and edu-
cation of a ghiglihigh order

in a few minutes ilehe wawas perfectly absorbed
IPin hisriis argument it was clear and strops in eve-
ry partpait anyand tore intoinfo very fattertatter sulinesubtle chain
or reasoning presented by the opposingapo counsel

I1 for an hour he occupied tbth of the
courtcount onoil clocioclqingosina gasins speech he re-
tired the decision wasyas inin mrair Wowhilles fa-
vor

who Is that he aided sturn m toa gP 1 tn
whowilo sat beside I1binmim aaas the stranstrangee advonaadvocatete leftlef
thehe doorfloor

tne man looked at him of knowlw jinivlimbim
saideesaisaldsaiddhebe 7 V

mr Wo cAville shook hhhis headbead 1

Hismmelsmeisis percivalPerciral
mrair woodville turnedbirned ittslits face baillypailly iway totoi

conceit the sudden flush I1thaithat went opriaii
afleratler the decision 11in his favor had benbeen given

I1 atiland he haihad r hime wonderingwondering at what had
just he sat musing alone whenahe therthen

I1 came hA liht tapping as itif fram the handset a
child at the door openingOpenins it he faufoundfilhilfit aboyebayboy
the eenotnot over firefive or six years of agageape withavith gold-
en hair falling over his shoulders and brightbrjagt blue
eeyes raised to his ownYe

1 grandpa 1 said the child looking earnestly
intoir to his face

forafoila moment the old in n stood
alien stoopingstoop incinz downie tooklook thefhehe child inbiin hi ssarinanny
and hued it wiwaththaa emotion to his heart
while thehe lonionlongiong saiedsealed fountain of hearhegr fe
gushed forth againagain an I1 tetearsars came from the lids
that were tightly shut to repress ih em 4

father the eyeseye were quickly
I1
unclosedosea

therbthere waswag now another present I1

my childe carmcaro trembling frfromm his lipsilip iand
lauralanna flung herself tiponupon hisbis bosom

howhomO changed to the eyecye of mrair woodville
was all when he metiret mrair peiPelpercivalcival
he waiwa even nore surprised than in the court-
room at his manly dignity of character his rrto
firtfirmentment and enlarged intelligenceer and when

I1 he wentventyent abroad aad perceived whalwhat he never be-
fore allowed himself to see the high estimation
in which he waswag held by all the community he
was still further affected with wonder I1

in less than a year after this reconciliation
mrnir percival was chosen to a high office in the
statestale and withinw athin hatthat time mrair allison was de-
tected in a criminal conspiracycon piracy to defraud and
left the commonwealthcommonwealths to escape punishment

so much for origin and destiny laura was
right it concerns a maidenmaider far moremoore to know
whitheraither her lover is going than when cebecehe amecame
for she has a journey with him in the forformenformer midwid
not the latter way i

groping nine illesmilesliles undernd groundld
lilinill thetha month of september the writerwrite accom-

panied by a young friend gratified aalonglongjong chericheTicherishedshed
I1 desire by a visit to the celebrated mammoth

Ccaveaveate of kentucky miles south from
louisville tah wonderful cave it will bebes re-
collected IMShas been traversed for sixteen miles
without deacreachinghing the end some of its apart-
ments are eight acacresresinin extent and ouecue hundred

rrii
A stagestegestagecoachclcoachdach journey of eighteenelighteeii hours

brought us to bells hotel a comfortable road
side inn where the coach deposits passengerspassenger
for thepthe tivecuve ninmr bell the host is welwei knownnowaaown
on the roalandroaroaddandand is famed for nothot bavingcaving seen thetha

mammoth cave although a yearbyears resident
I1 seven miles of it A gentleman and hiahla I1

wicewife from lexington kentucky were our solsole

andiidrid agreeablegree ablealle companions to the cave AAafterr
two hours0 jolting inili a buggy over a mostlost Uun-
comfortable oadroad through beautiful rolling oakoah

clad barrenss we were housed jnin a good hotel
erected for the accommodation of the cayecave vis-
itorsto rs

having fortified ourselves with a good dinner
as pilpitwellell as coarse woolen jackets and caps we set
out for our first days excursion under gground
matdiat our negro slave guide with nothing slavishslavi sl

inlu learning dress or language provided a lamp
for each of us and led us down a steep path lutt
a deep dark ruvineravine at the bottom appears LUth
MamAlammammothsmoths moualou b a wide orifice of very fopfor
bidding aspect to which we descended
steps conconstructedstruttedted of the lapose rocks and aarti
onn enteringut ring we were met by a flight of bahbatsbat
numbers of which inhabit the outer parts of 6
cave f

the partlish immediately within the ententranceranteranco
comparativelycomparativelv contracted attalthoughalthough i agouti tuiii

size of a railway tuntunnelriel and is known byabyh
name of the narrows this expands into a mo
spacious becu on called tiieilia first SaltSnItsaltpetrepetre vaasvas
here was an extensive manufactory of siltbilt peli
for gunpowder during the war of 18121872
was obtained by or leatleaeleachingbinobing the 09

alluvial earth with which the floor ofor the caacahcanis

deeply covered the wagon tracks and lootoot

prints of oxen employed in the work are still idisiiii

visible lideslines of wooden pipes by whickwhich

thethel ley wasryas conveyed to thetha
nunumermenouspus wooden vats and other erections shoyshow

the great extent of thathethwork carried on
pandemonium truly a fit place for the prepra
tiou of the death dealing inalnamarialferial


