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THE DESERET WEEELY.

‘toi be his faithful com panion, follower
wand slave,

#The banisbhment occurred early in
the apring of 1862, when the Liake was
veory low. We bad po diffioulty in
driving ount to Antelope Island through
ta briny watere which at that time
‘were scarcely more than knee deep.
But with the melting of the immense
Queutity of snow which had fallen in
tbe moun'aine auoring the winier
previous, snd tbe unprecedented
bedvy ppring rains, the Lake soon roee
eigzht or nine (eet and pince that time
it bas been inpoesible ty go to the fe-
fande hy teatz:.

THE EXILE’S ESCAFE.

StA rrungements bad previcusly been
made with boatmen to meet us at
Antelope Island and tike charge o
Baptiste and row him to an island
about five miles worth of Anptelope
which at the time was known as Mill-
er’s island. At this time a couple of
Davis ceunty stockmen, brothers, had
.pattle upon the island. The object in
having Baptiste conveyeu tbere was
because it was situated in deeper water
tban Autelope, and wading to the
maln land would be an  im-
possibility. On the island were
s shanty and provisions, owned
by the caltllemen reterred to
who were in the hablt of vieiting tbe
place frequently to look after their
stock. Cuiling there once about three
weeks aftey the buwnishmeunt ¢ocurred,
they discovered that Baptiste bad ae-
sisted blmeelfl very ltberally to their
stock of provisions and was getting
nlong very well in his lonelinesa.
Another trip to the island still three
weoks Iater dizclosed the 1ot that the
exile had been getting in good work in
his owu behall during tlieir absence.
The roof and parte ot the pides of the
oabin bad been torn off, A part of
the oarcass of B three-year-old heifer
was lying on the ground a short dis-
tapce nway, and portiona of tbhe hiue
were near by, cut into thongs. It was
evident that with the toois found in
the cabin Baptiste bad killedthebeirer,
built a rait from the loge and timber ot
the shanty and with this had made his
escape from the ialand.

$¢] pdividually | know notbinyg about
him afier this. My impression is that
heeet 0ff for the Dortbern or western
shore of the Lake, I bave not the
slightest iden s tv whether be reached
the maln land, though I sm certain
theskelelon recently found was not
his. The fact that s ball and chain
were attacbed to it proves that beyoud
the shadow of doubt. My theory is
that thbe skeleton rererred to is that of
one ot the penitentiary prisnners who
escaped inirons some yesrs alter Bap-
tiste’s bani-bment.

BRANDED FOR ROBBING THE DEAD,

*“There has been a good deu] of talk
about the hranding of Baptiste,?? said
the reporter; ‘*can you give nny
definite information on tbat poini???

“Yes, mir; I ¢an. Before he was
turned over to the byatmen he was
brauded on toe fureheai—not seared
with hot irons, s8 many have believed
—but tattooed with indellible ink,
Across his forehend were placed
the worde: ‘Branded jfor Hob.
bing the DNead.® But whatever the
indignities, there had been provocalion
enough; and before we leit bim be fell
at our feet and wished (o kise them,
thanking us mauy times for sliowing
him to live.>’

In addition to the fsregoing it may
be of interest t6 know that there are
oni¥ two tenable theories as to Bap-
tiste’s (ate: eitber that he perizshed in
the Lianke in attempting to reach the
mainlapnd, or tbat he really suoceeded
in that aitempt, That he died on tbe
island is wholly disbelieved, beoanse
during the years that bhave elapsed
since, every foot of 1t hes been lra-
versed at least a Beore, perhaps a bun-
dred times, by sbeepmen and oattle-
men, and oo trace of bis remaivs hup
ever been found. Tbe general belief is
that he made bis escape to the main-
iand on tbe nortb, pomewhbere near
the Promoutory,; snd it was re-
ported some time afterward, on
what would seem to be unguestioned
authority that he was seen in s Mon-
tane mining camp s#nd on being
closely questioned by one who recog-
wized bhim, contessed L0 being Jean
Baptiste nnd related how be made his
escape. Another rumor Iz tbat he
joined himself to a westbound emigrant
train, went to the coast where be lived
for some time before he cameto Utah,
tbhen left 8an Frauncisco, where he
teared he would be recognized and
made hia way into poutheru Califer-
nia, where it is understood he died,
No one, however, of whom the NEwSs
has teen able to hear, knows anyibing
positively about him siuce he was feft
on the jpland in the lake, though
everyone scouts snt! ridicules the
#gruesome tale’? which reports the
dirgovery of his skeleton with & ball
and chein on tbe leg, and which, in
justice to the truth and to the citizens
ot Balt Lake City in the early sixties,
makes necessary this recapltuiation ol
userier of phastly incideuts,

DEATH OF A PIONEER'S WIFE.

Shortly after & o’clock, May 24tb,
Bleter Mary E. Frost uied at her bome
in the Eightn ward, in her seventy-

eighth year. Bbe was tbe widow
ot the Iute Burr Hrost, one of
tbe Utubh Pioneerr who entered

Salt Lake valley on July 24, 1347.
Mre, Frost was not B member of the
first company but arrived in Utsh 1n
Beptember, 1847. The bardsbips of an
early setiler’s experience fell to her
lot, in vommen with ber associates,
hut she lived to see the valley that was
regarded ns » desert when she first
made it her tome become one of the
most beautiful places of habitation on
the continent. The degessed was
bighly respected. The funera! will be
peiu on Bundey moruing,

BOWMAN'S LITTLE DILEMMA.

At yesterday afternoon’s session, May
26, of the Joint ¢i:y and county building
commitiee the chief item of discusion
waR the Bowman muddle. Li was
ptated thal in conseyueuce of the
contractor belng unable te furnieh
malerial 1t would be necessary, in
order that work on the building should
continue, for the chly aud county to
guarantee (bt payment of bille for
neceepary Btone, iron girders, ete.
There wus B protracted conversatlon in
regard ty whetber or not the assign.
menl recently made, sand the addi-
tional saccommodation ssked, would
aftect the existing contract and nullify
the bond.

Eventuaily It was resclved that the

architects certify in an informel way
that Mr. Bowman was unable to carry
out the terms of the contract, ang
Architect Proudfoot submitted tbhe
following, which was filed:

To ;the Joint City and County Building
Committee:

Gontlemen:—We hereby cerlify that
Mr. Bowman bas fajled and neglected to
provide sufficient iron and stone for the
proper prosecution of the work on the
joint city and county building, and reg
ommend tbat the joint committee pur-
chase the iron and stone needed, and
employ tlie labor Decessary lo complete
the iron and sloDe work.

Respectiully,
MorNEEIM, BIRD & PROUDFOOT,

Belectman Morris moveu that the
contractor be directed to submit the
pnames of all eub-coniractors and for
what sums their contracis cal ed, aud
tbat hereaftor be be prohibited from
Jettingz rub-contracte until tbe. same
bave been submittied to nnd acted wpon
by tbe commzitte: .

Tbe Mayor and Mesare. Loofbourow
and Bell disapproved of tbe last olause
abud mafd thal me the conlract now
stood it was In no way aftected. They
did not care, at thie Iate period, to take
any chances,

Selectman Bambserger oflered the
following, which was adopted:

Resolved, Tbat the coutracior be di-
rected Lo submit to the commitiee a cor-
rect statement ot all contracts le!, and to
whom, and wbat price; miso, to furnish
to the commiites a full statement of all
debta due by bim and to whom for work
done upon and material used in the con-
struction of said building.

The Mayer’s coutiugent fund wap
next discuesed and it wes found that
tbe connty owes the city, under the
pew arrangement, $907.12, and on the
old, $28567.68, and that there was now
in the _contingent funu $1600, ont of
which today’s payroll will come. Hig
honor remarked tbal tbe city was
really indebted to the county ln the
sum of $8000 for sewer ocomst:uction,
and urged tbat steps be taken so that it
could be legatly pald. He was willing
to place bis contingent fund ul the Jdis-
posal of the committee onoe more,

Then the Mayor was authorized to
pay today’s payroll out of the con-
tingent fund; and it was also de ided
to pay the fron und stone blle, which
Contractor Bowman ackunowledged
bie inability to do.

The committee will meet aguln on
Fridsy next.

The Millenntal Star of Mey 15th an-
nouncet the release of Elder Chas, W,
Watte, of Mlllard county, from his
libore ae presiuent of the Norwigh
couferetice of the British misslon, to
return bome. Eilder Watts has been
abgent frum home nearly Lwo Yenrs.
Elder J. Campoell 1s appointed to sup-
ceed him as presldent of the Norwich
conference.

THE PARK Rfecord iathe latest ap-
cespion to the ranks of those who
uphold political division on natlonal
lineain this Territory, which sbows
that the movement steadily galns
ground, While the KHecord does not
announce to which of the parties it
gives it alleglance, the tenor of ite arti-
gle in which the above conoclusion is
zlveu forth I8 that it favors the Repub-
licau cause,




