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pince, even jn Jeruealem, The Lord
shall kave the tecle of Judah first, that
the glory of the honse of David and the
glory of the inbabitants of Jerusaiem do
not magnjfy themeelvesagainst Judab. In
that day shball the Lord detend the in-
habilants of Jerusalem; and he that is
feeble among them at that day shall he
as David; and the house ot David shall
he as God, as lhe ange! of the Lord be-
rore them. And it sball come to pase in
that dey that I will seek to destroy all
the oations Lhal come against Jerusalem.
—Zeoch. 12: 1—9.

It in clear from this that the galber-
ing of Juush in Palestine will Le
under olircumstances that require
divipe iblerposition. It seeme, furither,
that there will be great mourning in
tbe country. The united people will
tarn (o the Lord, any the result will
be that the holy places will be cleaneed
from the **idoie,’’ the **unciean apiriy’’
and the **Iaise prophets’” that now oc-
eupy them, Floelly ““the day ot the
Iord cometh.”” Natione ehall hbe
gathered agninet Jerusslem tn battle,
a0d the cliy eha)) be taken. {Chapter
14:1-3.) Bat the Lord shajl appear on
the moupt of Olives, and ITom uow on
ths boly city will he & center ot
worehip and the world sball necome
“Hollnese onto the Lord.” Tiis ie
the sure word of prophecy that will
be fulfilled Ip every detadl,

Itie a well eslabliched fact Lhat di-
vine interpositlon againet nailons a)-
ways followe when the'r cup of inlqui-
ty 18 tull. Thesntediluviun world was
ewWept away, when beyond reform,
The clties of the plain glve an illustra.
tion of the sume truth. The covensant
peopie formed no exception lo thie
rule. They crueclified the Messlohand
rejected Hie mesrage of meroy, before
they were, themeelver, rejected. SBec-
ular liatory msy not aiways be equal-
I¥ clesr on this poiot, but 1f the fsote
were known, il would be meen Lhat al)
the great empires of the world, from
the goloen head of Babylonia to the
clay-and-iron mixture of more modern
timer, fell oniy slter jmmeas-
urahle ocorruption I the wmorale
0! the peoples and their rulers. They
rendered ihemsel ves useless ap educa-
tors of the humen belnge entrosted tu
their vsre, snd their places were Lhere-
fore filled with others, The same will
Ge trus in the future. When nallone
fsll to a certain depth ot immoraiily,
divine Interpoeition will tollow, and
this lime, it gvreme, in behnll of lerael
snd Jondah scallsred over Lhe eurface
of the earth. Il ls in the light of
prophecy that the various evente ln
Asia Minor receive their great slguifi-
oance, and are Iolloweu by Bible
studentes with profound fnterest. To
muny of them they are signe of the
upproaching mlliennlal day,

THE SECOND COMING.

The frequency with which dates are
eet for the escond coming of the Liord,
which event s anticipated in the lat-
ter daye by all bellevers in Lhe Bible,
apd the uniformity with which those
sol dales prove to be erroneocus, serve
to imprees people generally in two
wayt: ooe, thel those who fix such
dates nre not poreeered of accursle in-
formution on the subject and therefore
are unrellable ap guives; and two, that
the genera! atiention given to the suh.-
Ject 18 s etrong suggeerion of the near

approach o! the greal event, celtainty
ooncerning whieh comes oply by direct
revelation. A parallel condition exist-
ed prior to and at the firet coming; there
wes the sume general noticipatios
rmong lbhe pecople who looked fora
Deliverer, and there wae alép 5 multi-
plicily of wrroneptis ideas 88 Lo the
manper and time of Hisjcoming. But
as in Lhe nenrnees of Lte spproach the
great eveut of the firet comling cast ite
shudow before it In the minds of the
people nineteen centuries age, o the
nearoese of thu pecond coming is fell
smong lhe various Datlons of Lhe
earth now, anJ polnte out the fact that
the present are the Iatter daye referred
to in the prophetic word.

Among Ltbe man¥ dales fixed
for the &eecond comipg IJs one
now atiracting cvaeriderable attenticn
[1+] weelern  Peaneylvauls, where
preachers snnouvunrce Lthe event for
Chrietmay Day, 1899. The bellevers
in this vilew vritg many scriptural
quotatious with which 1o eetablieb
toeir oclalm; but like other people who
bave héeen mistakev in the past apd
still others who will blunder in the
tuture, they 1lall to copsider Lthoes
paegages of scriptule which effectively
oconlrovert the accuraoy of Lheir nusel-
tlone. The scriptufe whioh saye that
no mun knows vhe day of the secConu
coming is sufllclent to ebhow that
all efforte of men to dedoce Lhe
preclve daote from prophetic history
muest ianil, for nelthor saered nor reculnr
hietory ¢an Freveal that which it does
not contul: ; while the declaration of
the Lord that neither nogele nor fnen
sheil know *until He comes’’ suggests
the tatility of endenvoring to ascerinin
an exact uate for the Lord’ appear-
spce,which will he ss He toformed His
dieciples snclently, “'in e8n hour when
ye thiok not,’?

Bul though the **day of the Liord?” as
applied to the exnct date of His com.
ing Yo power hae not been sad e not
to be revesled to the world until it ie at
hand, there are promised certain Indl.
catione by which the approach of that
day can be recognized, and preparation
be made therefor. Among these may
be noled the general impreesion of the
nearnese 0f such an event, already re.
lerreu to. Another is the Iapt that it
wiil be rome time near the begioning
of theeeventh thousand yeurs, and !
we hay & cofrect e¢bronology from the
time of man heipg placed im the gal-
den of Eden it would be poseible to
approximate ciosely lo the yesr; but
such cnronology is Dot avalianle. And
there arse otbers, stlll more peinted aud
safer for rellance lhan either of theee;
they are indicsted 1o the revelations
which the Lord hes gliven to
His eervante both in wunclent ang
moderd times, and are in the form of
prophecies coocerning the silualion
which ehril exjat In the latter days,
ol tbe restorallon of ihe Jews, the
progrese of man in the arts and scl-
encee, and also his tranegressions und
Lhe coneequent distress that shall pre-
vail upon the earth, There is also the
Buviol’s promies that the Gospel of the
kiugdom shall be preached for 8 wits
pess of the end, and Hle revelation to
1. John that tpat Gospel ehuil be
regtored by nogello power with the
anuouncement that tne hpur of His
fudgment i come.

The periect charscter of these Ind:-
ostipns as shown In existing eircuin.

atances leavea no doubt in the oheer--
vant mind that the comipog of the
Lord is drawing near. The period of
the winding up scene,” in which the
tolloess of the Qentiles wWas to come b,
hae recelved ite fulfiliment; the Gospel
has been restored to earth »nod is being
preached to tbe natlont; the Bpirit of
the Lord 18 poured out upon all flesb,
giviog a wonderful iolelligence in the
arts of civilized progress; nuu the up-

certalotles and divislous 1o religious

matters which slao were to prevall—de-
ceiviog i1 possible the very eleci—with
the attendaut visregard of the laws of
(God and the copeequent testiimony
of His wrath io Lhe disturbing visi-
tatione of lhe ejlements, all &re
here, and mark Lhe proximity
of the eecond coming of the
Lord with an nheolute certainty, And
the Divine word bas set s Jjmit Lo the
time wben nl] these thinga wil] con-
tioue apd in which they sbril find &
coneummstion. ‘“When the fig tree
putleth forth ils Jeaves, then know
that the summer {9 nligh? said the
Muster when referring totuls subjeoct;,
He furtber eujd, ©Tols geperalion io
whilch these things ebhai} be ehown
forth «hall not pase away until all I
bave told you rhall be fulfillev;” and
He declared that the earih ehould **see
the Son of Man comiog 1- the clouds
vt hesven with power and great
glory.”

The time for that great event la
drawlng close. For it thereis s work
uf preparation, and Lhat work has been
going ou Iin thia century, and still is
preesing torward, The Lstter-day
Baints who live up to Lbheir duties and
privileges recognize the eigns of the
tmen and what they portend; they
also recognize that there le yet u great
worK 10 vo, in which they must meet
tribulatiove und meke eacrifices, hut
that the Lord will cut His work short
in rightecusvere. Those wno nre taiths
ful will be prepared f(or the coming of
the Lord, andJ it does not require the
fixing of any particulsr Jate to en-
able them to gel ready; they keepin
rendiness for His providences at ull
times aue lhey huve sifengtb, and
thereby obleln Lhet expelence and
power whichh sre deelgned to enable
them to contlnue faithlul in time and
in eternity.

HIS MAMY OFFICES.

The Lieh! Banner containa this plece

o!f informatlion regerding a Utah
county preoinet:

The eleotion returns from Highiand
precinel show that Peter Beok received
five votes for juslice and six for con-
stable, and Edward Olayson received six
veles for justice and seven for constabl
80 Olayscn is elected both jusice an
coneleble.

If it were poreible for the gentleman
to quality for end holu botn cffices, he
would huve & “spap’ so far as muliti-
pHcity of «fMolal dutice 1 concerned.
Aas justice, ihe incumbent would he in
the capacity of u tria) judge is minor
oriminal cuees nnd civil actlons, a com-
@iltting magistrate, und B coronery
ae gooetable, Le would £l tbe
duties of thot vffioe and
aiso be poandkeeper, anyg 0 ocellatn
emergencies sheriffl. As justice, he
woald be allowed [0 practice ue ab at»
toroey, tut ae conslahle hels foroldden



