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The incrense of maritime dis-
asters, has been such as to constitute
a latter<dny phenomenon. Think-
ing people are led to reflect upon the
conducing causes, but the solution
of the guestion is enveloped in
mystery. Those who are religiously
inclined regard it ns a sign of the
times, in unison with affairs in gen-
eral, which are sadly out of joint.
A few days since, in treating upon
existing conditions and what they
indicate, we referred to a specific
prediction mude by Joseph Bmith,
the Prophet, to the effect that peace
would, “not many years hence,” be
taken from the earth. In connection
with this allusion it was shown
that a comparatively pacifie spirit
throughout the world was being sup-
planted by the genjue of contention.
ond combinations constantly aris-
ing in every phase nnd department
of life, ench pitted against the others,
while the associations themselves,
were racked with internal splits,
These conditions are developed in
all departments, from the smallest
concerns of men to those involving
the relations of nations and king-
doms with ench other. These are
the ineipient stages of war, being
the primary elements of actun] con-
fliet.

The object of treating upon the
sulyect was to show that the Prophet
had predicted, by inspiration, the
present situation, besides pointing

niore appalling state of affairs which
would be the legitimate outgrowth of
the incipient elements of gigantic
contention. For the same purpose
we direct attention now to the phe-
nomennl destruction of late years
upon the oceans and navigable rivers
of the world.

On this subject the Prophet Joseph
Bmith made a direct prediction, the
indications for the fulfilment of
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prophecy containing this forecast
occurs on page 228 of the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, and em-
bodies these words: “Wherefore,
the days will come that no Aekh
shall be safe upon the vaters.”

The rafety with which companies
of Latter-day Snints have traveled
over the veean on their way to the
gathering places of the Church hag
been a marked feature in the history
of this people. This being a gather-
ing dispeneation, those who have
received the Gospel through the
preaching of the Elders have flocked
to where the 1nain body of adherents
wns located Like doves to the win-
dows. Hundreds of companies have
traversed the ocean on the way to
centrnl points, yet not one casunlty
of any ¢xtent has ever occurred on
the journeys. This providential
preservation has been the result of
the fact that the overwhelming Lulk
of the people composing those parties
of piigrims have been the honest
and pure in heart. Those of a con-
trary guality have been rare excep-
tions. It appears, however, that the
virtue of the main boedy will not
nlways be eflective in preserving
those who are not pure and upright.
Bo great will become the danger of
maritime travel, on ocean and riveér,
that only the worthy will have the
divine providence thrown over and
arcund them. Hencethe revelation
already quoted from says: “And it

{by the same divine gift to a still|shal) come to pass in days to come-

that none is able to go up to the land
of Zion upon the waters, but he that
is upright of heart.*’

——

UNWITTING WITNESSES.

I.

THE theory of evolution, or the
gradual unfolding of physical life,
supplemented by the unnatural and
gruesome vagaries of Darwinism,

which before a great while are|came lke a palladium of comfort
strongly marked. A portion of the | and license to a eorrupt and athejst-



