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ness up so long, they appear finally to
pelleve their own statemente. They
know the accusation is false when first
they promulgate it, hutinthe end they
convince themselves— whether they
convince other people or not—and to
their distorted mindes the lie hecomes a
truth. 1t is a miserable fate to happen
to men thal they should hecome the
vigtime of thelr own hallucinati >ns.
Yet they do. [ have before my mind
at least one mau who is in this prediea-
ment. He huas fabricated so0 many
stories about the Mormons, defaming
them in every possihle way, attribut.
Ing to them the Worat of motives and
the hlackestof intentions and accusing
them of a willlngness to commlit apy
deed of violence upon those whom
they Jlalike, that he appears to have,at
Japt, fallen & prey himeell to the
fears whiobh he has heen doing his
best to arouse in the public mind. He
has worked himseelf inte s frenzy on
this subject, until be is llke 8 man who
guflers from delirium éremens—he is

ursued by phantoms and is full of a
fright whiob be does not conceal as to
his future fate should the Mormon

eople ever ohtain power. This ia &
terrible retribution, and ft 1llustrates
the truth of the saying of the Bivle:
«The wicked flee when no man

ursueth.’” Anu yet these fears sre
baseless.

Revenge {8 a feellng which does not
have place in the Mormoen charaotar:
No other people of modern times have
guffered such Wronys and outrages as
have heen lnﬂnoted upon them, and
tnose, too, D Jireot and palpahle vio-
Jation of 1aw and human righte; any
no people have shown less vindictive-
pess of less of a disposition to retalinte.
Instances aleé vely numerous whers,
patead of dolng lujury when they had
the pow:r to Yo 8o, they have extended
kindneas and belp to thoge who have
done them wrong.

Wwithin eighteen monthes after the
organization of the Chureh in these
days, the Lord, In speaking ahout
forglveness, sald to the Latter-dsy
Salnte:

«], the Lord, will forgive whom I
will forgive, but of you it is reqnired to
forglve all meD; 804 ye ought to say in
your hearts, let God judge between me
and thee, snd reward thee acoording
to thy deeds.>?

Upon this pringiple they have aoted
throughout their eolire career, and
though -they bave had many faults,
they cannot truthfully be reproached
with returning evil for evil, or fnjury
for ipjuty. Bituated as théy have
heen, they bave not lacked the
opportunity to pay back old scores if
they had been thus disposed. But
their conduct hes proved that they
have heen superior to taking advan-
tage of ADY OD®’R Wenkness or nuces-

aities,

—_—

In the histery of the Latter-day
Bainta one of the moest pertinent 1llus-
tratione of the power of falaehood and
jte success in hringing trouble.is founu
in the osae of the rending of the army
to Utah nnder the admintstration of
President James Buchanan. In those
days communicalion hetween Ufiah
and the ututes east aod west was
tedious aud sometimes difficult, It re-
quired weeks to ORIry the news to'and
{ro, and this made the plot which was
entered Into more easy of accomplish-
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ment than it would have heem had,
communication been apeedy. I eay the
plot, for there wae a deep-lald and
well-planned conepirsoy against the
peace and happiness of the peopls
of Utab, andthere were many Interests
represented in the comktination. The
time will come when its details oan he
better explained and made publio than
at present. A chief justlce of low
charaoter, and who afterwards heoame
iniamour, was one of the principal
agents in furnishing the basis of false-
hood for the scheme. He was utterly
unsorupulous and did his part of the
husiness thotoughly, He wus an
adventuret but bhad married into a
respectahle family in Illinols, some of
the memhbers of which resided in Utab.
He did not, however, bring hia wife to
Utah, but was accompanied. by a
woman he had picked up. His con.
dueot in the Territory was simply
disgraceful, and if it had ocourred
among any other people jess patien.
and forhearing It would have pro-
voked an outhurst of Indignation that
would have made the country too hot
for him. What is now the siate of
Nevadn was then a part of Utah, and
the juige left this part of the Territory
and went there to hold court. From
there he went to  Calif..rola
and never returned to Uiab, But
he olroulsted the story that he had
teen uriven out of the Territory—that
the court records and the territoriai
library had been destroyed, and that
the Mormons were in such a slate of
rebeilion that no Kedera] suthority
oouid be exercised among them,
These, with tales of other outrages
whioch bhad been committed, were
widely circulated. They aroused the
anger of the nation. They were de-
signed to have that effeot, and to create
a publio opinien that woulu justify the
uee of the harshest aud most eevere
meagures against the people of Utah,
Without taking a step to Investigate
sifairs or to test the truth ot these
oharges, the administration rent a hody
of Federal troope to Utah.Thelr coming
was preceded hy the abnouncement
that their mission wae to hreak up the
Mormon system and that they had the
ropes wilh them with which to hang
the leading men. It was also reporied
that the ohief topio of conversation In
the camps was the mannper in which
Lthey expeoted to treat the Mormon
women,

From all that could he gathered as Lo
the objeuts which the troops were ex-
pected to aocompiish, it appeared plain
to the people of Utab that they were to
receive from the army the same treat-
ment they bhad eo often suffered from
in the past and to escape from whioch
they bhad come to Utah, In other
words, they were led to conclude 1hat
the administration had sent 1he Federal
troops to perform the sarse deeds which
mohs had 8o unhapplly and so eruelly
ovmmitted in previous years.

"No human pen osn despribe the
physieal and mental sufterings which
this expedition entailed upon our eiti-
zow8, Thedestruction of bomes and
improvements, the epollation of prop-
ery, the expulsion from dearly-hought
and toil-won poesesslons were etill so
recent ss to be very vivid in the minus
of the great bulk of the pevple, and to
kegep them un the strain of fearful and
‘expeciatton during the
autumn and wlnl‘.«zr.

It was seen that it was useless to
longer try- to eheck the entrance of
Lhe troops into the settled poriione of
the Territory, and the resolve was
made to abandon Balt Lake City and
the settiements north, and make every
preparation Lo destroy, if necessary,
all the houses, the orchards, shade trees
and other improvements and leave the
country as desolatens it was when the
Fioneers found it. Theu wWas witnessed
a gpectacle rarely reenamong men—an
entire people abandoning plessant,
well-turnished bomes,earned hy severe
and frugal wil, and orchards which
were Leginning to he fruitinl, the trees
of whigh had been nurtured with in-
ceseant care, and loadiug thefr pro-
vlsions and other indispensahle things
Into wagons, and, In some instances
bandearts, starting out to find, in some
new and distant wiiderness, a home
where they oculd be free irow oppres-
Bion and violenee acd enjoy that
iiberty to which, as a people born
free, they were entitled. t'he oon-
duct of the Latter-day Baints
at that time was subliwe. They
exhihited a union, a love of llherty,
and a willingness to make every sacti-
fice tor freeuom of conscience and ite
rigtits which ougnt to stans we a
perpetuat apnd never-to-he-forgotten
example Lo all their deecendants and
co-religlonists. Those whose forefathers
participated 1n this sacrifice shouid
ever he proud oi Lheir wncestry wnd
should emulate the herolsm whion they
uisplayed.

8alt Lake City aud the settlements
north were wnul destroyed, but they
werte ahandoned and prepared for burn-
ing with the {ull expectation that
every lmprovement wouly po up in
fames. Befure 1t was necessary 10 do
thiv, however, commissioners sent out
by the auministration resched Utsh.
A conterence between them and the
citizens was held. An understand-
lug was reaghed. OUnmp Floyd
Wus selected as quuarters ior
the troops, and they murched through
the empty city (o oocoupy them.
Governor Cumming, the pewly
appuinted executive, was Installed in
oflice, and among his firet ucte, he
examined into the charges whioh had
besn made concerning the gourt
records auu llbrary, ets. He reported
that uif these ohargee weore Inlse—that
he found the court records and lihrary
1ntaot and tbattbhere had besn Do sugh
rehellious aote and deflance of Fuderal
authority as had been reportey,

Qovernor Cumming was deeply
touched Ly the sufteringsot the people;
for the spring in which the meve south
Was Inade W.a 8 Sturmy and inclement
sesson. He implored the people lo
return and occupy thelr bomes, He
did what be could to allay their fears
and Ly reassure thein; hut they
moved, nevertheless, anu it wae not
until an understanding was fully reach-
o4 hetween the citizens and authorized
commissioners of the goverument
that they would consenl 0 return to
their homes and occupy thew, The
labor of that entire year was nearly all
vXpended in making this move. Coms-
puratively little of the graln sown in
the tall or early spring ylelded any
octop; for the flelde, ynrdens and
orchards were negivcted lp making
preparations fot Lhe journey,

Wiio can eatimate the oost of all thia?
Who can relate the privations endured,




