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GENERAL CONFERENCE.

THE Firty-ninth Apnual Con-
ference of the Church of Jeaus
Christ of Latter-day Saints will
commence at 10 e’clock on 8atur-
day morniog, April Gth, 1889, in
the Tabernacle, in Balt Lake City.

The officers and members of the
Church are cordially invited to

attend.
WILFORD WOODRUFF,

In behalf of the Twelve A postles.

PERSECUTION’S EFFECTS.

It may very safely be set down by
the Latter-day Baints as n fact that
if their present and prospective atflie-
tions were mnot necessary fur their
development and the progress of the
work they are engaged in, it would
not be necessary for them to endure
them. Their severity is in some
measure commensurate with the
extent to which they have failed to
fulfil the obligations which have
been upon them Divinely cn-
joined, and the degreec to which
they have failed to grasp the na-
ture of the Kiugdom of the Father.

Obadience, purification, aond ad-
vancement in understanding are
evidently the objective points sought
to Dbe established, through the
mediuny of pursscution and other
methods, by the heavens. Those
are, however, the antipedes of the
aims of those who nare the instru-
ments of the inflictions; hence their
condemnntion. The purpose of
all these things is, so far as Divine
Providence is concerned, beneficent
to the extent they relate to the vie-
tims.

It should not be a subjuct for won-
der that those who are unable to
look at the situation through the
eye of faith should fMlter and fali.
It takes n greater power than the
natural foresight of man toseen
gloripus outcome heyond the present
gloom. [t can only be discerned
spiritually through faith.

The purification of the people be-l

ing nn object for the attninment of
which trinls are permitted, a con-
summation which will cafise a sep-
aration of the unfaithful from those
who stand firm in their integrity
for the truth may be reasonably an-
ticipated. It is not unsate to lock for
them to come ultimately in the na-
tuire of a crigie in which each wil] be
required to stand on sharply-defined
ground upon which a clear cut lne
will be drawn.

If this hypothesis is corvect,
the Divine object in gradunting
the affictions of the Baints
is made markedly apparent.
Crises which fall upon the people
without previous preparation are
naturnl creators of panies, causing
good and well-meaning people to be
throwan off their balance. When
people go forward step by atej, faith

'and comprehension increasing with

experlence, they are educated in a
stern but effective schonl, which
enables them to maintain a continu-
ous stand for God, liberty and truth.
These who fnlter and fall before the
advanced stage of the process is
reached may not be expected to
take a proper position further along
in the controversy; for as the lower-
ing elouds thicken the inducements
to do otherwise proportionately in-
crease,

W hat is required of the SBaints is
to place themselves, as nearly as pos-
sible, in every thought and aet, in
harmony with the truth, which is
the Word of God, that they may
have the 8pirit of Truth, who ie
capableof conducting them into the
presence of the Father. It is nalso
nlways necessary to consider present
or earthly conseqlences as infinjtes-
simal when compared with those
that are eternal.

In relation to the cause and object
of trinls and -afflictions, a quotation
from a revelation given through
Joseph the Beer at Kirtlnod, Dec-
ember 16th, 1833, hay n present prof-
itable applieation. It begine on page
349 of the Book of Dectrine and
Covepants:

“Verily I say unto you, concerning
yonr brethren who have been affiieted,
and persecoted, and cast out of the
Innd of their inheritance,

1, the Lord, have suffered the affiic-
tion to come mpon them, wherowlth
they have been asfflieted, in conse-
quence of their trunsgressions;

Yot I will own them, and they shall
be ine in tho day when I shall come
to make up my jewals.

Therefore, thay ninst neads be ehas-
tened and tried, even as Abruham,
who was commanded to offer up his
only son;

For all those who will not endare

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

obustening, but deny mie, canool be
sanetitied.

Bahnld, I say unto you,there were
jarrings, and contentions, and envy-
ings, and sirifes, and lastful and cov-
atous desires nmong them; iherefore
hy thesa things they polluted their in-
haritances.

They were slow to hearken nnto the
voice of the Lord their God, therefore

the Lord their God is slow to hearken
unto their pmyery, to answer them il
the day of their ironble.

In the dny of their peace they s
toemed lizhtly my counsel; but, in the,
day of Lheir troubls, of necessity they
foel after me.

Verily I say unto you.notwithstand-
ing their sins, my bowelsare filled
with compassion towards 1hem; I will
not vtterly cast ihem off} and in the
day of wrath I will remember mercy-

T have sworn and the decroo hath
gone forth by a former commandment
which I have given unto you, that I
wonld lei fuil the sword of mine indig-
nation in the behalf of my peopie; and
oven ns [have sald. it hall come (o

pass.
.-

A SOLEMN WARNING.

THE sl case betore Commissione?
Norrell on Mar. 22, in which a col-
fiding young lady found herself be-
trnyed and forsaken by one to whom
she had entrusted her honor, affords
a lesson which should Lo studied by
our young people and which stands
ns a solemn warning. |

As the case was presented, thi#
young lady, a good-looking brunette
of twenty-four years, became A¢
quainted with n young man at Pleas”
nnt Valley Junction where she ¢
sided. She afterwards lived at bis
mother's residence in Farmers
Ward. He wooed and won her af-
fections and they were engaged 0
be marrled. Taking advantage of
the situation he wreeked her Hf¢
and subsequently married anothel
{lenving the girl he had ruined
j ret her heart out in jealousy ab

shame.
l Ounly a few hours after the mar
| ringe the wronged girl made eoni-
plaint agninst her betrnyer and he
was arrested, She produced some
letters which corrotiorated her state:
iment.s. and he is now under bonds
to answer tu a very serious charge
No words ean sufficiently portrmy
the perfidy of n seducer, wheo not
only leads a loving heart to the
lowest depths of sorrow and diF
grace but eruelly forrakes the vie-
tim of his lust. The first sin, deadly
in its nature and effects upon the
soul, Is aggravated, intensified and
Imn.de doubly black by the wco.ml'
It cannot fail to bring a terrible

I retribution.



