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“THE UTAH COMMISSION.

In/ the United BStates Benate on
Uesday the committes on appropria-
"tt)lns having reported against the abo-
. oD of the Utah Commigsion,a debate
Stued in which several eenators took
E’:“: and the following remarks were
ade by Senatar Faulkner, and tele-
8raphed to the Bnlt Lake Herald:
t r. President:—Yesterday I asked
© chalrman of the committee on ap-
Propriations to give the reasons to the
Senate for modifying or changing the
Provigion of the bill, or thelaw, as it
Ormerly exlated
IN REFERENCE 10 TIE UTAM COM-
8 MISSION,
slo {&r na [ have been able to under-
orﬂﬂd the object nnd scope and purpose
mlthe original creatlon of the com-
s aalon, I could see no purpose or bene-
o that could result either to the
& atry or to the Territory of Utah in
e%erving and continuing the com-
e Ilou in office any longer. It ocer-
of(!_]‘}y Wwad not the purpose or intentlon
L B]"ngress when In 1882 they passed
the AW, thut ten years after its passage
ex? Utah Commlgsion should still be in
1Etencé. They found at the time
es Mmatter was before Congress the
gn"‘ltory was in the hands of paly-
lms_t,s, absolutely amil . entirely, and
m“&'_l determined nfter that perlod to
o Bir stringent laws in reference to
th offente. In order to carry out
98¢ laws they
VACATED ALL TERRITORIAL
OFFICES
description, and they entered
agreement to =upply the
ln all the territorial in-
ces which were abeolutely
lhat law, by creating & commn-
of five gentiemen (rom other’
territories within the territory
to be appointed by the
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.,Prﬁﬂlde;t-
Oonﬁm that law further went on nnd.
elecumpl“t“d that at the succeeding
entir, ‘}n that was to be held under an
oe ¥ Dew election law, every man
mnc‘i]!ierclaed the rightnf the elective
us g 8¢ wasto take an oath that he
Who Ot a polygamist, and any mun
com wa8 running for an office was
véJlE!lIm:l to take the same onth. Then
give 88 expected the legislature was
D the right to pass such laws ns
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the Jegislature, something thst le uan-
heard of in the government of this
country or in any Territory un-
der the government of the nited
Btates.

‘““Without remson; without explana-
tlon, s8 I am {nformed, the governor
simply vetoed that bill in 1884, The
legialature, trying to carry out the pro-
visions of the act of Congress again in
1888, paseed a law and again in 1880
they passed a law to carry out the pro-
vislons of It, and provide for the elec-
tion of officers in that Territory as an-
tioipated in the Edmunde law, and
againin 1892 it did the same thing and
the governor has simply put it in his
pocket. Whatobject and purpose he
bad in preserving thia Territorial com-
mission created in IS82 I am at a loss
to know. He is not a membher of it or
in any way affected by the provisiona
of the law of the legislature passed in
purauance of the Edmunds Iaw.

“Mr. President, I am opposed to any
kind of & commieslon eent from the
States to govern a Territory. IfI had
tieen in the Benate when this commis-
slon was created, under the act of 18582,
1 should have opposed It. There is
not, so far as [ know, an excuse for it.
The lagt territorial legislature passed
ag atringent a law against polygamy as
the Edmunds law itself, I suppose it
will not be questionel here that

POLYQAMY AS AN INSTITUTION IN
UTAH 1S DEAD,
{ Jdo pot know ary pentleman who
couid question it, because if he would
¥o to the records of the attorney-
general’s office here in this city of
Waghington,he would i d an appMea-
tion for amnesty for all these men who
were coavicted by judgee appointed
during the Cleveland admlinistration,
in which the authorities of the church
announce the faxct of the abolitlon of
polyzamy in the Territory of Utah,
und appeal to the Presideat for the
clemency whlc? the law permits him
‘b0 eXxercise. f it were slmply the
church authorities that made- that
atatement there might be some Guos-
tion in this bo {y; but that statemeunt is
endorsed by the governor of the Terri-
tory, by the Utabh commission, and it
is undorsed by all four of the judges of
the superior court of Grah. The Presi.
dent, for the ressous stated inp that
petition, 1a nrged to grant the clemon-
oy nsked for by the people of Utah.

Every other

the territorial legisiature had

cﬂght to pass in order to #i1l all the
Ty ©8 mude vacant by the Edmunds}
ey lljll:l which were subsequently |
mluulon"f appointment under the gom-
" )
In a%ftar all that had been oarried out
graﬁB'Em'dau:nce with the views ot Con-
Lure lu':;WB Bind that when the legisla-
1884 tl?t under these gircumstances in
Con’ - €Y passed a law anticipated by
he ]gm‘tt!sa to enrry out the provislona of
he 1o, ®r clause of the ninth section of
Utah lnhunds law. The Governor of
Other'tw lch 1a not the case In any
of tre erritory under the government
Unitad Biates, haa the
ABIOLUTE VETO POWER.
8% 0ot only the nbsolute veto
“‘i":;;;)lut may by simpiy pocketing «
body 0“uhaly deprive the leglslative
sion o hat Territory from the expres-
Mmattey Ril}' opinion on & legislative
requires thn the organie act of Utah it
i e8ignature of the governor

Those who perhaps have not thaught
about this question, should remember
that the commtasion has but

ONE BOLITARY FUNOTION TO PERFORM
in the Territory of Utah. It simply
has to govern the election of the peo-
ple of Utah. It is sent for that pur-
pose annually woen they have thelr
general election. They appoint the re.x-
istrars, they appoint the commlissioners
and supervisors of elections, The returns
of election have to be madetothis hoard
of commissioners and they certify the
result., That is the sole function and
power that has ‘been conferred upon
them, except under the aot of 1581,
when they were gtven the authority to
appurtion the Territory into leglslative
Jdistricts, which they have complied
with, and the Iast legislature was elect-
ed under the apportlonment made by
that commission under the act of 1891,

Now, air, I think the time has come,
ten years after the creation of thia
commission, wlten they by the very

Lo
rder to give vitality to any aotof

pature of the Inw 1t was to bave passed

wxpired in 1884, at the meeting of the
next leglslature for Congress to abolish
it, when the questlon of pulyyamy azn
question of offense againat the laws of
the territory and against the lawa of
the United Btatea I8 virtually ad mitted
to have been abandened, when they
have

NO OTHER FUNGTIONS IN THE WORLD

except to control the electioneof the
people of Utah. I think the time has
come when the people of Utah should
have the right and privilege of select-
Ing thelr own reglatrars ani all the
men who are to sit behind the balle
box, and to pass upon thequalificatfons
and competency of the voter asking to
depesit hia ballot, eapecially when no
mnaB can be registered or vote in that
terrltory who does not take the cath
prescribed by law of the Conygresa of
the United States, known a3 the Ed-
munds law,

There is another view [ wnat to take
of this matter. What justification can
the appropriation committee make in
reversing the action of the House of
Alepresentatives, incrensing, as they
admit in their report to the Senate
that it does incrense,the appropriations
for the Utash Commission $30,500, in
order toglve flve gentlemen $5,000 a
year to go to Utah once a year or
once in two years to appoint reglstrars,
commisrioners ot election, and receive
the returns from the polls and certify
to them at the general electlon. That
16 all they bave to do, that embraces
all their functions,aud yet for that thias
bill is to be increased, notwithstanding
the condition of the treasury, to the
amount of $30,500 ar announced to us
by the committee on appropriations. It
has been rather expensive to this gov.
ernment in order to furnish ealaries
for five gentlemen to perform dutles
that every other clvillzed community
performs for itself, inatead of having
to pend ofl two or three thousand miles
to bring a man there to designate the
person who shall pass upon the certi-
fications of the electors of that section
of country,”? .

MY. Faulkper then quoted from tbe
report made by Mr. Washington of the
House Territorien .Committee, show-
ing that durlng ite ten y®ars continu-
ance the salaries of the commission
amounted to $241,081; for contingent
expenses, 3105,184; and for compenaa-
tion of ofMcera of election 193,422,

“Theae facts,’ sald Mr. Faulkner,
“wgem to justlfly me in my oppoeition
to the views of the Committes on Ap-

ropriations. I wiil ray frankly to the
ganate that I do not like this provision
of the other House exacily, I do not_
like the crenticn of this law which the
Houee created. I do wot think there
ought to be any commiseloner there,
but I prefer it to this extent, that at
least one of the gentlemen who is to
be appeinted s a gentleman who has
lived in Utah a long time, a man 1o
w hom the people have coufldence,nnd
who, although a Republicen In poli-
tics, as.all the members of the commis-
sjon created by the House are, is one
that they feel they oan trust thelr hest
interests to, and that is the Chief Jus-
tice of the *I‘errhory, Justice Zane.

¢ There is, of course, no guestion of
politics in the commissfon as oreated
by the other house, becaure every
member of this board of commiesiom-
ers, who are to appoint thess registrara

and supervisors and to receive the re-



