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s t feal as I fesl: becanse | and the Gospe! of the Bon of God?|entirely and take a backward|and reason everything out to the
DISCOU RS A ;ﬂg aﬁnnnu{;; inspired as I am inspir- | Are we devmping righteousness in | course? Noj not by the help of the | senses of that tabernacle? He will

ed.” We might mention olther gae-
rificeeithat have bad to bemade,other
things that have had to be yielded,
given up, parted with, for this holy
urpose and this holy desire that I
ave named this alternoon; for the
feeling that permeates the hearts of
these Latter-day Baintis
their entire being, sbsorbs their en-
fires thought, and their entire affec-

ELBER--JOSEPY £ THLOR,

Ddfﬂérﬁd in thé Tabernacle, Sun -
day afternoon, Sept., _Bd, 1882,

*' BEPGRTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

It is & matter of surprise to people
not of our falth when they are made
acquainted with the fact that Elders
of ‘thiz Church ars called promis-
cously, as it were accidentally, to
address the mn%regatlnnﬂ that are
assembled from time to time in this
and other places in the mikist of this
people; that they appear before the
congregation without any text,
without any sermon, without given
any thought whatever to preparing
the subject or subjects upon which
they may speak, Andthese Elders

have, by experience, learned the

fully devoted to his God and to his
religion, spirit and body; it affects
his time, his talent, every energy
that he dp&'amam, ami

be found among this
who has any reserve

mands that he should be,

main, equal opport:nities with my-
self to become acquainted with the
truthe of etlernal life, They have
been taught where I have been
taught; they have eaten, figurative-

| afford to

our llves?  Are we making that
righteousness manifest in our con-
ducl? Are we sustaihing the
ciples that charmed our hearts mmany
years ago, thousands of miles dis-

tant from here?

Ekcowledge of the prineiples
permeates | and salvation over and above that
which we undersiood many
agc? What is our standing in the
tion, for & frue Latter-day Saint Is| midst of the people and before God

to-day? These
but

take s contrary

lesson that it is very necessary and
essential for them to depend upon
the Holy Ghost for their inspiration,
for its assistance, for ils influence,
to enable them togpeak and instrues

ly epeaking, at thesame table where
I have partaken; and yet this after-
noon I stand before you as a teacher

that have had equal oppSrtunities

come  recresn

aud an instruoctor of the very people |auts, -~ We profess more.
clare more, - I may

the peopleas the Lord desires they
should be instructed. What do I
know abouat this audience this after-
noon? Here is a sea of faces before
me beaming with intelligence, I
feel the Iinfluence of the wvarious
gpirits of the people compesing this
oongregation, They areall centered
upon myself,or if my Broiher was
speaking they would be ¢entered
upon him or whoever the spsaker
mght be, '

Some have come to worship God
with honesty of purpose, to partake
of His holy sacrament with clean
‘hands and pure hearts, and are wor- _
thy of partaking of these gsacred |aflernoon; neither is there a minis-
emblems of the death of our Lord |ter upon the face of this bread land
and Savior Jesus Christ. They also | or in all Christendom that can go
come to licten to words of instruc-| before his copgregation and feed
tion, and many of them have a|them with the bread of life, unlsess
‘yearning desire, perhaps, to recelve| he possesses the gift of the Holy
comfort to their sou's, informaticn, | Ghost, and speaks by virtue of that
perchance, upon goms particular | gift. | £330 543

Elders =abroad,

with myegel! to learn and me ac-
quainted with the law of God. How
¢an I teach you? How c:n I in-
strupgl you? Upon what prineiple
can I farnish yon with the pread of
life? Only by the power of the Holy
Ghoet, by its inspiration, by possess
ing its gifts. Is there any man with-
out this SBpirit, without the inspira-
tien of this agency among the

dent ef the !Church down through
;Eo'&hﬂ t;aﬁﬂmtiuﬂs of the Priest.
‘ at is prepared

pie the law of God of himseIf?

point of doctrine connected with|  We send our
their holy religion. And then |thousands of them;. we have sent
again, there are those in this con-|them for many years that are past,
gregation who have come here sim-|and until the Xord.says to His
ply out of curiosity, having no par-|servanis stop, we shall continue to
E&n{gr Jnferest In anyibing nartain. | zend them even to tha wmact - a%

18, or s o AP $hn cmahls, X
the sacrament of which they are ﬁaﬁmﬁ? To preach the G;;pai,

}Jutaking; baving no particalar Prnr:laim the sitaple fruths of eternal
ondness for the docirines taught by | life, to explain to the understanding
the Elders of the Church of Jesus|of the smallest mind what God ex-
Christ of Latter-day Baints, ner| pectsand desirés of the people in
any of the principles incorporated | this last dispensation of the fulness
in the faith of this people, but sim-|of times, What Xlders have been
ply to see and out of sheer curiosity | successful? The men that have
to listen that they may alterwaras|stood before the people, and by the
talk about what they have seen and | power of the Holy Ghost have de-
heard according to their capacity
and intelligence to understand and
to comprehend that which they
hear, A great number of this wvast
copgregation have come from dis-
tant naticns; they have heard the
testimony eof the servants of God
thousands of miles from the place
they now occupy. They have re-
ceived that testimony; they accepted
and cherished that testimony in
their hearts and it has Jled them to
bid adieu to fatheriand, to ecenes of
childbood, of youth, of mature age
in many instances, {0 come to this
land which they belisved then and
still believe to be the land of Zion,
to be taught in the ways of the
Lord, to be 1made acquinted with
the prinelples of efernal truth, to
comprehend the lJaw of God, and to
have an opportunily to practice tha:
law in their lives -and condust.
‘fhey have come also for the pur-
pose of enjoying the companicnship
of the people they love—a people
who feel a8 they feel, who believe
as they believe, whoare inspired as
they have been inspired, and are to-
day inspired; they have come to this
land for the purpose of receiving
ordinances partaining to their future
exislence. _

By far the greater portion of the
people who have thus come, have
made sacrifices for this purpose,
have checked ratural feelings that
have arisen In their bosoms, have|demonstration of the Sp rit, every

severed kindred tles, associations,| man that rejects that proelam
aflinities and affections. ' What for? | will do =0 u.t.'his own mﬁf, and n::r?ﬁ
‘1 want to hear the voice of God;|stand condemned befors God, be.
‘I want to hear the words of inspira- | cause he will not receive ur’that
tion; 1 want to become acquainted | Spirit,not becanze he did not receive
with the law that my Father has|the reasoning of the man who spoke
Iven for me as well as the rest of | but becausehe rejected the influence
is children to be governed by; I|of the Bpirit of Goi by which he
w;ntmtghba plgce;.l ungpr the c{mmedi- spoke. '
ate teaching, instruction andcounczel| I remarked at the outset that a
of those whom Geod has raiced up part of this congregation had 1:]1-
wad inspired by His Holy Spirit. 1|donbtsdly been gathered from dis-
lﬂ‘l':hrnu, my father; I love you,my | tant nations having an object in
glﬂthﬂ: T love you, my sister, my | view, with a design in thelr ‘minds.
_*Grgd er mil my child; but I love | Let me ask a fow questions in con-
- z0Q yaore, iﬂmh-:tyieldyonr scclely; | nection with this: Are we pursuing
1 muss sacrifice the associations thi. | this object? Are we follewing out

them; and here lat me say in this
connection, there never was a con-
gregation that listened to a discourse
delivered by an Elder of Isrsel, and
that discourse was delivered b
power and demonstration and Spirit
of Almighty, but there cams to
every man and woman in that eon-
gregaiion a response by that same
Spirit, “that is trone.”” It bore testi-
meny there and then to the truth
of the remarks of the servant of
God, and by thia means, and by this
means only will those whaoreiect the
truth stand condemned before God
in the day that they will appear be-
fore Him to give an account of their
acts in this life, - |
Simply a8 a man; is not every
man equal to myself? As faras
| opinions go, are not my neighbor’s
Just as precious and as much vaiue
to him as mine are to me? Any

ideas that I may possess, no matter
how rational, apparently logical, no
matter how reasonable they may
sound, are nol the opinions of every
other man of just as mueh valge to
him as mine are{o me? Certainly
they are. 'We occupy the same
place, we are on/an equality in this
respect; butf when we prociaim the
word of the Lord, when we under-
take to make known the decrees of

the Almighty and the plan of salva-
tion, and we do it by tgu wer and

Latter-day Saints from the Presi-|

clared the word of the Lord God to|Its consequences will be most terri-

the

we pretend m

people upon . the face of the earth.
We have a right to do this, but
when our pretensions are made

knowpn, when

come the property of others, to the
extent that these
understood, we should be consistent

therewith.

for the man
textifies tha

desired, have

| themselves in oar midst. Shall we
affilate wiith that which we once
abandoned, drink with the drunk-

en, shake hand

r'-'—-‘nn.-. -.I.‘ i

ago. *
at cur own risk

ble for us,

We are threatened, we_ are me-
naced; we feel it strongly, very sen-
sitively, very keenly; and we shall
remember well in tbhe days, in the
Years and in the fimes that are to
come the instruments that have
mmade theso threateniogs, and that
nave dared to raise their arms and
their volge andtheir infleence agsinst
us, while in the pursuit of the prinei-

ples of eternal

our course? In whom i3 our trust?

In God; in His

in His slrength. Have we not

made IHis
not revesled H
Gospel that we

we feel tremulous in
trouble~~that God will leave us and

forpake us? Is

If it is we are not living our reli-
gion; ir it is we are not keeping our

covenants; if it

ished the influence of the Bpirit of
the Gﬂagol of our Iovrd and SBavior
or it would produce

Jesus Christ,
Jiher results,

but understand

¢es in the least,
ticn,

some of His

you cannot thinkmlthln)}; mﬂﬂﬂhthg fa;thggf W e we continuing in

to the

pertinent; and. we should pro-
pound these questions to ourzelves
wherever can | often and thus become our own cate-
eople & man | chisere, If we find we are lacking
e {8 not de-|in any cne particular we should take
voted to his God as his religion de-|immediate steps
fect, any neglect, and should cease
Those present have had, in the|any wrong-doing of which we may
have been guilty,
serve God, but we cannot afford to

apostatize and deny the
truth; we cannof afford to be-

we have espoused; we cannot
afford fogo back upon our coven-

term, which may be strictly correct,

meant, if we did not say so ia go
many words. Now the samecscenes,
the same condifions, the same . 80-
ciety, the same influences, the rame
evils, unvidden, unsought for, un-

8 with the ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁ
witla (e sipner, de
t( ourselves belore Wod, and forsake
the bholy covenants that we have
made? These are plaia questions. We
have gone too far; we have become
ssedred of too much understand.
g; we have professed too mueh to
| be uble to afford to go back sgain
{and partake of any of the evils ihat
we left in Babylon, years and years
And if we do s0o we shall do it

It true we number a very few
peoplé; numerically speaking our
_ g is weak,
things might bo quoted concerning
our position that are equally true;

the world of mankindg will know it
by and by—that we have st cut to!
serve (od, to keep His ecommand-
ments, to build up
refeem His Z.on upon this earth
without considering any consequen- |

We Lave sccepled the conse-
sequences; accepted condiiions as
fhey exist, with the
perchance sometimes combiged to-
gothier to force thoze unpleasant con-
ditions npoen us. Yes, when death
itself shalistareusin i{he face and
seem to be inevitable, for to that
extent will the Liord {ry and prove
people, to tee if they
will keep His commandments,
Even then God expects us to remain
firm and unshaken. Shall we turn
right band? No,
Jesus Christ! the Jeft hand? Never. Turn round ! grossness of the earthly ta

prin-
Have we grown in
of life

YEALS

are plain questions,

to remedy any de-

We can afford to

course; we cannot

t to the prineci-
We de-
uee ancther

ore than any other

our professions be-.

not do it. He did not six thousand
years ago; and He will notdo it
now, nor in all time to come. The
very mediom through which in-
spiration comes, the very mediom
through which knowledge comes
that benefits the human family,
no  matter whether it be
scientific, philosophleal or otherwise,
there is not a truth extent upon the
earth to.day that has been utalized,
or many truths combined together
that bave b:en utalized but that
have been the result of divine in.
spiration directly to the gspirit of
man, to the mind of msn which s
sometimes incorrectly called the
soul of man. God will talk with

Eternal One. And this world will
know, and the enemies of God's
people will know by and by of the
strength and the power and the
might of Him that has revealed
Himrelf fo His gervant Josafh; that
has conferred His authority, His
Priesthood upon mep, authorizing
them to act in His name.
There is a very singular expres-
gion in this book--and 1 think the
Savior who used the expression had
en eye to this last dispensation,
which reade: ‘*“Whososver shall fail
upon this stone Hgﬂ.ll be tbmkm:'.:
rk it, not perhaps, not maybe,
not mnditluml?;. And again: “Bat
on whomsoever it shall 1all i§ will

grind him to der.”” Thus kath | His own creation, and if that spirit
said the L'ﬂd(m | in man will place itself In a position
Now, my brethren and sisters,|to listen to the voice of God what

will he say to that spirity; “Control
that tabernacle, I gave it to you for
a greater exaltation; I gsve it to you
that after 1t shall have awsa
it may be resurrect from tk
ve,and if you subdue iis ions,
{8 unhboly deeires, if you sanctif
that tabernacle before Me then

have yom questioned yourselves as
to your standing, as to your faith, as |
to your confidence in yourselves, in
your religion and the Priestbood of
God that administers to you, and in
God the Eternal Fathel? ]

We are in a dark land. Our minds
sre beclouded,the heavens are shuf, ‘
and the veil ean only be lifted by | am bound to bring that tabernacle
the power of faith. Who possesscs | from the grave and to bzing it to the
§t? The veil never has been lifted | enjoyment of the fuliuess of My
from the day that God hid Himself | glory, which was the destiny of the
from Adam in the Garden of Eden; | spirit when it wes first . created.”
it never has been lifted in any age | Aud, by the way, let me heére w
loftha world only by the powerorl that there are a great many Latler.
the Priesthood and the gift of faith,

tensions are

of us were azked

by our friends, will you not aban-
don ‘“‘Mormonism?” No.
not leave the socioty of that peo
to teach the|and notgo out to ithat wild wilder-
ness counfry, but stay withu:? We
0, 8nd I am bold to declare it this|answered most emphatically, No.
And our presence here to-day and
years that are past

Will you
ple,

that was what we

presazmaed fo lucate

, and that risk and

ife, What then is
power; in His farm;
gaiutance? Has He
im:eif to us in the
have received? Do
the day of

this our condition?

is we have not cher.

Many oiher

this ene tbing—ana

3is Charch, to
That is the condi-

powers. of hell

day Saints, good men and some few
and then only for a short time. We

good wemen, who seem to

are compeiled now to exercise the Eonqqn_daf a eceptical turn of minc

inciple of faith. Whence comes | they want everything reasoned ouf;
(2 It isagift of God; but it needs | if they roceive any knowledge at al
cherishing; it needs cultivation] it | they wn?h it to come through the
needs nourishing, end it wll grow ﬁ&!,’..cb d reasoning of bumanily.
within you and me; and if we will | [n this connection there comes to
cherish it to the extent that it is onr | my mind a litile circamstance that
privilege, until it will become rc |is recorded Lere in this Testament,
mighty within us, that we never | The dlscipies of Jesus, who had lis
can be moved not even by death |tened when together many times
\' staring us in the face, o s e no doubt to His explanations of His

The world seem to measure their | own resurrection from the grave,
entire existence by this life, this be- | found Thomss and told him that the
ing, these few paltry years upon this | Bavior had arieen. Bald he: “I will
daik, coli and crusl earth. They | not believe it.  Unle:a I get more
say—if not in words in acts—give | positive p7oof through these natural
me enjoyment to-day; give |
pleasure to-day; give me what I|I will not belleve it though you eay
concelve 1o be nappiness to-day.” |it,and I have no reason to doubt
“Bat,” pays the man of %Riuﬂﬂn, your word.” Undoubtedly they had
the man of forethowght, tha man | been truthful with each other; they
whoee miod reaches into the future, | had been taught to be truthful by
“‘what about eternity?” +0,” say|their “Lord and Master. - The
the world, “never mind eternity, | Bavior  after a while appeared
let eternity take eare of lself; let | to His disciples. Thomas was there,
us gratify passion; let our ambi- | The Bavior understanding Thomas’
tions beo ratisfied aud realized here; | though's eaid: “Reach hither thy
it is all we a=k.” - Audtliey live like finger and behold my hands, and
the brule although  they have an|resch hither thy hand and thrust it
existence like you and I. It 1is true |into my side, and be not faithless,
they move upon the same earth, are | but believing,” Whereupon ‘homas
surrounded by the same circumstan- | exclaimed, “My Lord and my God.”
ces, bui their mirds have never | What did Jesus say? Did He re-
reached out after God, and they are | proach Thomas? Did He use harsh
stultitled, they are stunted in their | cruel and severe words, because of
growlh, in the development of their | Thomas’ unbelief, as one of the
mind; they no nothing and care to | chozen? No. He said, “Blessed
know less of the object of their crea- |art  thou, Thomas, bscavse thou
Euoin e:ln& ﬂl:itenfa.l;ﬂl;y :;;vier m ﬁmt believed”—upon any condition :

v 2 ldeaoclw wells in ol have rece ' '
tabernacle-tLe power ind 5 . EE 2 Meebimony
the tabernacle but necessary to the | blessed

life of that tabernacle; a fully or-|seen, and yet have sved.
ganized identity that can exist ’ y belleved. I

think agsail e bslo
without the tabernsacle and posse:ces SEAE. 18, Va8, beigred dhcmh

John u the isle Patmos
all the powera and a great many & oo Who
more than if can mske manifest |

?:i‘:i the visions of the E;tum opened
m jJor man es {0 come, eve
through the tabernacle, an exis-|unto the wlndinygffp scene; he ll:
tence separatle from the tabernecle | this earth eventually celestialized
that came from God. And yet|and made like unto a Urim snd
these men and women, many of | Thummim—a sea of glass, every-
them, when you talk to them upon | thing pertaining to it redeemed, and
the principles of eternal life, will| the earth clothed in’the presence of
say, ‘““Will you reason thsat out to|God When the angel commenced
me =0 that I can understand it in a | to unfold that beautiful vision to
way to eatisly my natural sense. |John, suppose John had questioned
Can I see what you ftalk about?”)and queried and asked to have his
No, you cannot ree it with the|natural semses gratified befcre he
natural eye. Can I hear it? No, | would receive tg:.t revelation, do
you cannob hear it with the natural | you think we should have heen in
ear, Canl handle it with these) possession to-day of this beantiful
hands? No, you cannot handle it | vision showing the grand winding
with the natural hands. Then I|up scene of all things? I think not,
shall not listen. I willignoreevery-|1 can say to this oongregation—
thing you eay upon ihis subject. | want to ba understood clearly upon

Your parents can appicach you int—wherever it exists in

this
through your mnatural seuses; they | truthfulness, intuition—pro

per, cor-
address themselves to the taber-|rectand legitimate i
nacle., But when we ocome to the leg ntuition is the

safest rule and guide for the people
constilution of the spirit that dwells | and Latter-day Saints :
within the tabermsacle, sud then s g

to become possassed of the spiri
come to understand that thatlspirit|intoition that comes by ert};r:g;

emanated from God the Father, to | the posseszion of the Holy Gh

whom wiil God the XFather spesk?| Batto refurn now m'?y hr::li}en
Will He speak to the tabernscle|and sistars, where do we stand?
that is the resulf of the cy of | What is our faith? How much cur
man and womaa in predueing it? | confidence? Have we lost any of it?
RNo, only seldom and then to chosen | 1f 80, lot us regain it. There is &
ones, God the Father speaks to His ‘ there is a

time yet for repzntance;
own;land the angels that fminister| time yet laft for us 3
and s . address  themselves to y 1o manifest our

humility before God; :
the mind, as we ca!ll it, to thﬁlpurtunjgaa for u!.i’ﬂth.'t:rtrlma m:t{]r
spirit that cannot be seen, that can- [ steps if we have traveled in the
not be handled, that cannot be|wrong direction. The time will
heard by the ears of the natoral ' ' '

| : _ Co as far a3 this earthly exist-
man. Here isths grand diffical: s S J
with the buman family o | portuniie aed” e e these op-

to-day. God | portunitiess and advantages will

Or turn to

caumot s to them for they want | ceaze, Ca .
to compe!l Him to come down tothe| the flesh !’n!; y&m A EFI;WI?

fins? Yes. Can you yourself at
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me | senses of mine that such is the fact,

ependent of | now, you are blessed; but more

iy |
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