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I1 concludedcooch kled to go to governor kirk
woo and get him to call an extra
session I1 did so spending all the night
avOH Vthe train to sogo iromfrom dubuque to

there was no direct road
thlenthien and I1 badaad to go out into illinois
and therehere connect with the C B and Q
and come back I1 presented the situa-
tion to the governor I1 told him that it
was certain that wilson could not be
electedelect td and that I1 doubted whether I1
could be but that my chances were
better than his governor kirkwood
did not think the matter so serious at
first but upon my showing hirrhiir the real
status of affairs he said that if I1 would
go and get a letter from senator grimes
advising the matter he would call the
extra session kirkwood had a great
respect for grimes judgment I1 then
went to see grimes he lived at bur
lington and I1 walked from the train to
his house I1 was told he was down in
the city I1 looked him up and loundfound
him in a grocery byaby a young
man named gear the same young man
who hadbad just been elected from my
state to take wilsonsWilsons place in the
unitedunified states senate well I1 presented
the situation to senator grimes he
laughed at first but I1 soon showed him
that I1 was right and he said

wellveu if that is so and I1 think it is
wensiu certainly lose two districts in
congress it the governor does not call
anaa extra session if I1 were him I1
waw not hesitate a moment I1 would

call a session butut I1 would makecaltbasis of the call
horel saw my chance and said
governor kirkwood sent me to you

to find out what you thought about the
mauer and to bring him an answer
NOW itif you think that there shouldshoula be
an extra session he would like
it and I1 would likilike to carry him a note
from saying soyou satingSexsenatortatar grimes thenen gave me a no e
to governor kirkwood stating that I1
hadbad called upon him about the matter
and that I1 was very much alarmed over
the situation in this note he wrote
about as lollows I1 am more sanguine
as to the patriotism of the people of
iowa than allison but I1 think that the
situation is such that an extra session of
the legislature ought to be called upon
this question the expenses of such a
meeting will be a bagatelle in compari-
son with the great issues involved

1 I took this note back to governor
Kirkirkwoodlwood he called a meeting of the
legislature and our soldiers were voted
in the field we sent I1 think three
commissioners and their votes were
taken and returned and through this
we novagot a republican delegation from
iowa in congress and I1 was one of the
membersmem pers saon alterafter this I1 think
said senator allison the other states
of the north adopted the same rule as to
taking the votes of the soldiers in the
field but I1 believe that iowa was the
first to attempt this and that I1 may to
a certain extent be called the author
of the movement at any rate in was
through this that I1 came to congress
and I1I1 have been here with the excep-
tion of the two years between 1871 and
1872 from that time to this

DOES PUBLIC LIFE PAY

it is nearly thirty three years since
you were elected senator that is a
full generation now look back will
yoyou over your career do you think it
has paid you to be a public man

Idont know replied senator allialii

son reflectively 1 I have thought of it
many times and I1 have sometimes de-
cided that it has not it has been
pleasant iniminmanymany ways burritbut it has often
seemed tome that it would havebave been
better lorfor me had I1 closed my public
career with my term in the mousehouse
there is really a great deal of hard work
connected with congress and my life
in the senate has been one of hard work
and much worry when I1 left the house
in 1871 twenty four years ago I1 was
you might say at the beginning of my
prime had I1 dropped papoliticsitice and de-
voted myself to my profession of the
law I1 would certainly be a much richer
man than I1 am today I1 think perhaps
I1 would have been happier

THE presidency
still senator you have had all that

public life gives to any one with the ex-
ception of the presidency and you may
have that

but I1 am not a candidate for the
presidency replied senator allison
no no not in any sense of the word
I1 have never looked upon the white
house as many other public men do I1
doubt much concerning the happiness
that is supposed to come with the presi-
dential office I1 have known many
presidents I1 have been acquainted
with them before they went into office
and I1 have known them after they came
out I1 have seen them go into the
wi ite house happy and proud in their
power and in their possibilities of ac-
complishingcomplishing great things I1 have seen
them come out disappointed and disdi
gustedausted I1 do not know that I1 would
care for the presidency if I1 could have
it it is certainly not a place that I1

for I1 am in the senate
edwny and I1 feel that my state will prob-
ably keep me there as long as I1 desire
to stay my experience there is worth
something I1 hardly feel that my work
is ended yet and the presidential posi-
tion should be for the rounding out of
ones career the ex president has no
place to fill in our political activity and
with the single exception perhaps of
john quincy adams there are none of
our presidents who have accomplished
much of statesmanship after they have
left the white house it is the general
idea that the president should be a dig-
nified monument of that which has been
and in a certain sense this is right

NO SECOND TERM

but many presidents have had second
terms said lo10I1

1I do not believe in that at all re-
plied senator allison A president
should not be reelectedelectedre and it would
be better for the country if this was a
thoroughly understood fact we are
always bound to be governed by one of
three great parties the president is
the choice otof one of these parties and
the matman who strives lorfor reelectionelectionre is
tempted to use the machinery of the
office for his own personal ends in
justice to his partyparly and to the country I1

do dot think that a president can be a
candidate for a second term

THE republican OUTLOOK

speaking of parties senator what
is the outlook of the republican party
today Is it healthy

1I think it is in a perfectly healthy
condition replied senator allison

and I1 there is no doubt as to
what it will do in the coming presiden-
tial campaigncompa ign it will be united and I1 do

not believe that there is any doubt as to
its success A

idoI do you not think there will soon be
a change of parties 4inp the united
are not the east and west drifting apart
will we not have a party of the east and
the west

no I1 think not replied senator
allisonAll isoo the democratic and the re-
publican parties will be the great politi-
cal parties of the united states for years
to come they may change to a cer-
tain extent their issues from time to
time but the main lines of division
will be ttuetie same

THE SILVER QUESTION

how about the silver question What
do you think oiof this little yellow book
known as coins financial school 1

1 I have read it replied senator alli-
son it is an interesting book and it
is creating something otof a sensation in
the west ltjt is lullfull of halthalf truths it is
notanot a fair book by any means and TVT

will not bear an investigation the last
chapter in which it pretends to state
how we could maintain ouroter gold with
the free coinage oiof silver independent
of similar action on the part of the
nations of europe fails utterly and the
author goes oft into a denunciation of
england and thoEnglish to blind his read-
ers as to the weakweaknessnesi of his argument
As to the silver movement in the west I1
think the force otof it is somewhat exag-
geratedcrated the people of the united
states will not act hastily about such an
important matter and the bimetallismbi
which we want is one which shall be
reached through international agree-
ment 11

in speaking further about silver the
senator referred 0too the speeches w
chehadhe fiad made during the present year
and statedstaled that they contained his exact
position as to silver and gold his
talk however wa i more of a personal
chat than an interview for publication
and the part of it relating to himself was
most interesting
WHY SENATOR ALLISON REFUSED THE

treasury
referring to his modest statement

about the presidency senator Alli sons
conduct in the past has shown that he
has again and again refused high offices
and I1 believe that the bee of official am-
bition buzzes less closely about him
than about any other public man now
named as a presidential candidate he
has several times refus d to go into the
cabinet garfield at one time offered
him the portfolio of the interior and at
another I1 am told he intended to give
him the treasury he re-
fused to take the portfolio of the treas-
ury upon the organizationgation of president
harrisons cabinet during my talk
with him I1 asked him why he had so
persistently refused to leave the senate
for the cabinet he replied that his
duty to his state and his friends at the
times these positions were offered him
demanded such an action and chato he
did not regret having done the things
which he could not help Hs did not
want the interior department and it
was through his influence that gen
garfield gave that position to samuel J
kirkwood at the time that harrison
offered to make him secretary of the

i treasury gen clarkson was spoken of
for a cabinet position and mr allison
would not accept a portion which was
likely to cause trouble in his own party
espeespeciallycbally when the people of his staterstate


