We hope tbe punshine of the
opeuing day of Niuety-one will
prove the symbol of the year’s
brightness and prosperity, and that
joy and gladness may come to every
dweller in Zion, while the rays of
intelligence, streaming from the
Eternal Sun, may penetrate to
every part of the world and impart
licht and joy to every living soul
that is struggling upward aud striv-
ing forthe right.

—

THE INDIAN WAR.

“The Episcopal church I8 turned
into a hospital and coniains thirty-
cight wounded hostlles, most of them
sguaws, and amajority will die.”

That is part of a digpatch from
Pine Ridge, dated Dec. 31st, 1890.
It partly tells the tale we expected to
hear, The words we have put in
ftalics disclose u fact the full partic-
ulars ot which will most likel} be
covered up so that they will not
reach the publio eye. When Big
Fuot’e baud surrendered, bringing
with them twice a3 maiy syuaws as
warriors ang also a large number of
papooses, it was cledr to every read.
er who knows anything ef Indisu
customs thut the rubmnission was
genuine. Indiaps do avot expose
their womeu aud children to dauger
from baitle. Depeud upon it there
is pomething behind that reported
story of the attack of the reds upon
the eoldiers who were disarmiug
them, more than has been given to
the papers.

The elaughter of these squaws is
wn indieation of foul piay. We
have uot yet learned bow many
pupooses also fell victims to the
soldiers’ prowess in “shooting down
the Indiaus wherever found.’? But
from the New Year’sday dispatches
it appears that their **bravery?®’ in
tbat direetion was also shown on
the field. For instance, one item
miys, concerning woutded hostiles
found on the sceue of Monday’s
*hattle:??

Five of those found were bucks and
five wmgquaws. The scouts broughr
them in and they are now in the hos
piral. In addiilon to the adults, two
tiny Indian babes, one of them over
three months old, were found alive,
each hcside the dead body of ite
mother. They were well wrapped up,
but that they ever survived the
weoather of the last fourth-sight hours
seoms a miracle.

Of the thirty-five wounded Indians
brought iu after the battle, nearly all
of whom were squaws and children,
not one has yel died, though many
are badly mangled with bullets.

Whoever heard of Indiaus choos-
ing a battle grouud where their
BquUAWS and papooses were gathered?
Y et another dispateh says:

Jjtet.

“Whilg the fight was hottest there
mingled with the roar of muasket
the careless, joyous laughter of half
a dozen little Indian children, who
were not more than five or six yards
from the mcene of the savage con-
flict, andwho paid no more attention
to them than if it were 80 mueh con-
versation,”

It looks as though the design fore-
shadowed In the opening of this
campaign bas been largely accom-
plished. The Indizus have been
forced into a conflict and the inten-
tion now is,apparertly,to effect their
destructiou. What encouragement
is there for surrender? When the
news of the slaughter following sub-
mission by Big Foot’s band reaches
the other “hostiles’’ will it not be a
notice to them that their only chance
for life is to fly or fight?

The following from ‘the Omaha
Worid-Herald of Dee. 3lst expresses
the viewsof a hostof people whoare
iuformed on the subject:

‘As the details of the recent gratuit-
ous sacrifice of life at Wounded Knee
become known, the elements of un-
fairness in it grow apparent. The
World-Herqld i8 anxlous to write with
the greatest temperance on this sub-
Thore ean be no doubt, however,
that the Indians firmly believed they
were to be murdered. They saw
themselves faced on every side by
Hotchkiss guns; surrounded by troops
and forcibly despoiled of their arms.
Their wives and children were near.
They remembered other occasions on
which the guns of United States
soldiery had been turned indiscrimi-
natingly upon men, women and chil-
dren. They did not know thatthe
present commander of the United
States troops, General Brook, is a hu-
mane man. They thought they were
doomed. 8o they fought—not with
any idea of victory. The Indians are
too experienced as fighters to misiake
a situation. They fought that they
might die as fighters should.

‘“As for thetroops, they did what re-
muained for them to Jdo. They were
not responsible for the false position—
that is, the unfair demonstration
againet a foe greator or inferior in
nuinhers—as they fought with deadly
intent. A man khows that no quarter
can be shown obn such a battlefied. He
fights to kill. There is Do alternative.
The Indians broke and ran, dyitng as
they wont; huge guns were turned on
them; they were mowed down!

“But it does not matter. They have
been starved, deceived, all but impris-
oned, and none have blushed to know
it 30, Now they are happily dead. The
old fire has blazed up again for a
moment from the ashes of their long
patience—blazed up to consuwme, Dol
only their foes, but themngelves.!’

The situation now seems to be
such that an Indian war is inevit-
able. The troeps cannot retire. The
savages must be suppressed. Ouce
aroused, their worst passions will
rage, and if only for the protectiou
of frountier settlers, the army must
be employed. But the respousibility
for this srad condition of affuirs, we
believe, does not rest upon the Iu-
aians, but upon those who have
forced them into a hostile position

and who are now takiug advantage
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of the situatiou. The wnation will
have te aceount for its treatment of
the [niian question before the in-
exorable bar of eternal justice.

CREDITABLE ENTERPRISE.

THE New Year’s Balt Liake Tribune
comprises thirty-two pages of clese
print and exhibits much journal-
istic enterprise. It is c¢hiefly valu-
able for its mining aml other
statistics. If it were not for the,
malicious awd untruthful state-
ments, insinuations and inferences
concerning the majority of the peo-
ple of Utah which it coutains, it
would be a very creditable publica-
tion. Aas it is, doubt 1s measurably
cast upen the whbole production.
Much labor aud considerable skill
have been expended upon the lakue,
and it will no doubt bave a wide
circulation. It may be that before
many years expire the Tribune will
be Bo fur improved as to advance, at
lesgt for the fivst day of a new year,
above the petty plane of contracted
visien, party spite and small futoler-
auce. Wearealways glad to recog-
nize merit,-even in au adversary,
and would be pleaped if we could
now pass an ungualified encomiuvm
upon ourt energetic contemporary.

-—

“ MORMONS” IN MEXICO.

AMONG Lhe papers which are now
makibg foolish remarks on the latest
false rumer about the “‘Mormonse”’
maving into Mexico is the 8t. Louis
Flobe-Democrat, an uble Republican
jourual, but vearly always eutirely
“off > on the “Mormon’’ questien.
That paper eays:

©It 18 to be hoped that the story of a large
purchase of lunds in Mexico by the Mor-
mons ia true, and that they will proceed to
trunsfcr. themaelves and ibelr religion to
that country without delay. That)a prob-
ably the only way in which the Mormon
problem will aver he thoroughly and per-
manently solved.”»

The ignorance of the @, D. is quite
as apparent In the foregoing as ita
malice towards the majority of
Utah’s citizeus. But we pDeed say
no more on this matter; the follow-
ing will be sufficient; it i3 a re
joiuder to the above paragraph by
the Deming, N. M., Headligit, of
Dec. 27th, 1890:

“The truth is thatthe vast majority
of the American people have abso-
lutely no sense of right and wrong as
affecting any question wherein the
Mormoens are concerncd, And yet,
those who have had opportunities for
observation will testify that these are
an industrious people who pa¥ their
debts and regard the rights of their
neighbors. ‘they take a country like
Utab and make it blossom as the rose.
They are developing northern Chihu-
ahua In & similar manner. No one
ever sees & Mormon under the infiu-



