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hitLIT OF JOSEPH SMITHSUITE

MAY 1844
my brother hyrum ananddeiderelderdElder lonianionian wightbalso addressed the saints 1

my brother hyrum received an anonymous
letter supposed to havehive been written by joseph
H jackson threatening his life and calling
upon him to make his peace with god fochefor he
would soon have to die

at 3 pm I1 attended prayer meeting in the
council room william smith and almonaimon W
babbittabbitt33 were present the room was full and
we all prayed for deliverance from our enemies
arldalliandaili exaltation to such offices as will enable the
aservants of god to execute righteousness in
the earth

I1 copy the following from the times and
seaBeaseasonssonsbons

FOR THE NEIGHBOR
MR EDITOR
before taking rnmy

1
farewell of your beautiful

and growing citycily I avail myself of a few lei-
sure moments in expressing some of my views
and conclusions of the prophet lo10joe and the
mormonscormonsMormons in the first place allow me to say
that the mormonscormons as a people have beenbein mostmoat
woefully misrepresented and abused and inln
ninety ninenine instances out of a hundred by pper-
sons

er
who knowk nothing of their principles and

doctrines
before visiting this place mymv mind was veryery

much prejudiced against the mormonscormons from re-
portspors which I1 had listened to in traveling throy
the different states and I1 presume if I1 had
never taken occasion to inform myself of their
religion and views mind would have still
remained in the same condition there is notdot

city within myray knowledge that can boast of
a more enterprising and industrious people than
can nauvoo her citizens are enlightened and
possess many advantages inn the artlandartartssandand aclsci-
ences Pof fhethe day which other cities of longer
standing cannot boas in a word nauvoo bids
fainfair to soon out rival any city in the west

general smith is a man who understands the
politicalPra ical history of hihis3 country as well as the
religioushistoryhlhistorystory of the world as perfectly as
any politician or religionist I1 havebave everetevermet
with ilehe advances ideas which if carriedcarric
into effect would greatly benefit the nation in1 n
point of commerce and finance and while hebe
maintains and philosophically shows thatthai our
country is approaching a fearful crisis which
if not arrested will end in disgrace to the
country and cause our nationationalnal banner to huhug
its mastmastinirilriirlin disgust and shamedshamebhame clearly pointsprinis
out the remedyreniedyledy

shall the liberty whwhichichi our fathers purchased
at SQso dear a price be wrenchedwren chedchea from the hands
of their children shall our national ban-
ner which floated so proudly in the breeze at
the declaration of independence bedibedisgraced
and refuse to show its motto shall we as
american citizens fold our arms and look qui
etlyaly on while the shackles of slavery are be-
ingiu fastened uponlipan our handsbands and while men
only seek office for thehe purpose of exalting
themselves into power I1 say shall we still
rush blindly on and hastenbasten on our own destruc-
tion bybtieplacing men in towerpower who neither re-
pard the interests of thetiie people northenor the prayers
of the oppressed every american citizen

I1 will shout at the top of hisbis voice NO
mr smithshs views of the powers andland pollpolipolicycy

of the government manifest a republican
and if carried out would soon place the

nation anin a prosperous conditionconditilr

on and brighten
the prospects of those who now have to totoil so0
incessantly to support the profligate expendiexpends
tareatares and

and representatives of our nation
joseph smith is a man who is in every way

calculated to make a free people happy behe is
liberal in his sentiments and allows every man
thefhe free expression of his feeling cnc n all sub-
ject hebe is sociable and easy in his manners
is conversant and familiar on all exciting topics
expresses himself freely and plainly on the
different methods of adminisadministering the govern-
ment administeringteristerinwhile behe ialei notdot ashamed to letietet the world
know his vieviews and criticisecriticismcriticise upon hishia opinions

I1 am sirair in no way connected with themormon church but am disposed to listen to
reason in all cases I1 have heretofore been a
warm advocate of the measures of the whigwhiff
party but considering general smiths views
and sentiments to be worthy the applauseapp lauselauge of
everyegery citizen of the united states and eespeci-
ally

eci
the yeomanry of the country I1 shallrbswi init

every instance advocate hbhis principles and use
my utmost influence in hisbis favor I1 am slsirbir

in haste AN AMERICAN
kaunauvooNauroo mansion maslay 0ath ir jj ilsk

greitGREAT SALT LAKE CITY WEDNESDAY AUGUSTGUST 4919 1857 VOLUME VIIyil11

monday 13 heavy thundershowersthunder showers during
tbthee nighti at 10 am went to my office anandd
coave wilhwith several of the brethren sold
eilisellis ATM Sasandersriders one hundred acres of land
received in cash and his note for 1000
and 20 for the temple paid sisson chase

and took uptip a note of young kimball
TaylorfayoraTayorals givenriven for money they hadbad borrowed
for me and gave 10 to heber C kimballat 2 pinpm attended meeting of the general
council at which the folfoifollowinglowin letter from el-
der orson hyde was ireadiad

cc washington april 1844
hon sir
I1 take the liberty to transmit through tau to

the council of our church the result of fhyinymy laa
borshors thus far I1 arrived in this place onop thefhe

indinst4 by wayeay of pittsburgh philaephiladelphiadelphia2and new jerseyjers ey
r found elder orson pratt fiereflerehere elder page

having been called homehomo to pittsburgh on ac-
countcounroun tolVolof his cifes ill health eldereidereldero0 pratt
has been indefatigable in his exertions inin pro-
secutingsec the business entrusted to hishi 9 charge
his business hashag beenbeell before the senatesenaie andaigid
referred to the committee on the judiciary and
the rereportort of said committee is not yet render-
ed tichiwhich is the cause of hisbis delay in writing
to you

yesterday we conversed with hoge
hardin douglasDouglasfAs and Wentworth jandand last
evening we spent several hours with the honmr semple they all appeappearar deeply 1inter-
ested

1

niterriter
in the oregon question and received us

with every demonstration of respect that we
could desire mr hoge thtil ought the bill would
not pass from the fact that there already ex-
ists between england and america a treaty for
the joint occupancy of oregon and that any
act of our government authorizing an armed
force totp be raised and destined for that coun-
try would be regarded by england as anah in
fractionof that treaty and a cause of harcomher coincorn

g hostilities against us
butbat wylay reply was these volunteers are not

to be conilconsidereddered any part or portion of the
army of the united statessvasta es neither acting under
the direction or authority of the united states
and said 1I for men to go there landsettleand settlesettie lriiri
the character of emigrants cannot be regarded
by our government as deviating in the I1leasteast de-
gree from her plighted faith unless she intends
to tamely submit to british monopoly in thatbat
country

mr H said he would present the memorial
if we desired it I1 thanked him for his kind
offer but observed that I1 was notriot yet prepared
for the bill to be submitted but wished to
elicit all the facts relative to the condition of

4 oregon and also advise with many other mem-
bers relative to the matter and weive could
better determine then how the bill should be
introduced we do not want it presentedlandlanaand referred to a standing committee and
stuck awayavay with five or ten cords of pe-
titionstitions and that be the lashoflast of it butbutWelwe wantwani
the memorial read a move made to suspend

I1 the rules odtheof house and the bill
mr wentworth said 111 I am for oregonoreton any

how you may set meind down on your listlisi and I1
I1 will go for you if you will go for oregon 1

judge douglas has been quite ill but is just
recoveredred hebe will help all liehe can mr hardin
likewise but major sempletemple says that he does
not believe anything will be done about texas
or the oregon this session for it might have a
veryvery important effect upon the presidential
eelectionI1 and politicians are slow to move when
such doubtful and important matters are likely
to be affected by it ilehe says that there are
already two bills before the house foifor
ing afterritorial government in oreoregonoreonon and to
protect the emi ants there and nnow0 he says
were your bilblibill to be introduced it might be
looked upon that you claimed the sole right of
ernieralemigratinggrabing to and settling that new country to
the eexclusion of others ilehe was in favor of
the oregon being settled and be thought the
bills already before the house would extend
equal protection to us and equal protectionprotect I1 on tot0
every class of citizens was what the govern-
ment could rightly do but particular privileges
to any one claclassss aheythe could notriot rightlyTightly do

I1 observed that the bill aokerasked for no exclu-
sive rights it asks not for exclusive rights inoreoregonon neither do we wish it other peopleinightmight make a move to oregon and no preju-dices bar their way and their motives would
notot be interpretedmisinterpretedmis

but said 1I missouri knows her guilt and
should we attempt to march to oregon without
the government throwingthrowing a protective shield
over us Mismissourisouris crimes would lead her first
to misinterpret our intentions to fan the flame
of popular excitement against us and scatter
the firebrandsfirebrands of a misguided zeal among the
combustible materials of other places creat-
ing a flame too hot forfir naits to encounter too
degodeeodesolatinglating for us to indulge the hope of suc-
cessfullycess fully prosecuting the grand and benevo-
lent enterprise which we have conceived we
have been compelled to relinquish our rights
init missouriMisaoMisaouriurluri we have been forcibly driven from
our homedhomes leavinleaving our property and inheri-
tances as spoil to fhethefhe oppressor and more or
less id illinois we have been subject to the
whims and chimeraschimaraschi of illiberal men and to
threats to vexatious prosecutions and law
suits

our government profprotprofesses s to have no power to
helpbell upus or to redress the wrongs which wehaw buffered and we nowdownowalapak the government

to protecthect us while raising our volunteersr and
when we get into oregon we will protect our-
selves andallandaliand allail others who wish our protectprotectionfon
and after subduing arlewa newrew countrycounte encounter-
ing all its difficulties and hardships and sus-
taining ththe just claims of ouroun pationnation ioto its soil
we believe that theibb generosityirenerosity of ourbur govegovern-
ment

a-
ment towards us will be equal to ouiour enter
prize and patriotism and that they will allow
us a grant or territory 0off land which will be
both honorable in thehethemin and batissatissatisfactorybatoryfa tonytory to us

this he says is aallailI1 veryery just and reason-
able butbub still he ththinksaks that con-gresscongress will
take po step inip relation to oregon from the
fact thatthai his resolution requesting the presi-
dentdenhofof the united states to give notice to the
british government for the abolition of the
treaty otou joint occupation was voted downdowd
and while that treaty is in force our govern-
ment daredara do nathinnothing in relation to that coun-
try thithiss resdInresolutiontion was introduced by mr
semple to pave themaythe way for the passage of those
billsbillsindinin relation to a territorial governmentgoverdmen inn
oregon

our members join in thethie acknowledgment
that you now havellave an undoubted right to go to
oregon with all the emigrants you can raise
they say the existing laws protect you as
much aaas law can protect you and should con-
gress pass an additional lawjaw it would nnott pre-
vent wicked men from shooting you down as
they did in missouri all the oregon men in
concongress

11 res would be glad we would tgb6 to that
country and settle it

rtwillwill now givegue you my opinion inin relation
to thisthia matter it is made up fromrom theth e spirit of
the times iinn a hasty manmanneriiertier nevertheless I1
think time will prove it to be correct thatcancongressress will pass no act in relation to texas
or oreoregon at present I1 she is13 afraid of eng-
landan annid of mexico and afraid the prpresi-
dential

eslesii
election will be twisted by it the

members all appear like playersplayersatat
checkers afraid to move for they see not
which way to move advantageously 1 allaliallareare
figuring and playing round the grand and im-
portantporeor tani questions ininthethe days of gurlburt ard
the lawpeoplee opiopt e neglected the weighweightiertietle matters ofor
thethe law but tithed mint rue annis and cum-
min but I1 think here in washington they do
littlelittle else than tithe the inina

A member of congressCon gresa is inin nano enviable
81situationtua tion if he will boldly advocate true prin-
ciples he loses his influence and bebecomesdornesdoines unan

is commitcommittedfed and has
lost his influence has no power to benefit his
constituents so they all go to figuring and
paplayingying round the great points I1

mr semple said that mr smith could not
constitutionally be constituted a member of the
army by law and this if nothing else would
prevent its passage I1 observed that I1 would
in that case strike ontout that clause I1 perhaps I1
took an unwarrantable responsibility lipon my-
self but where I1 get into a strait place I1 can
aoto no better than act according to what ap-
pears most correct

I1 do not intend the opinion that I1 have hasti-
ly given shall abate my zealzea 1

i
to drive the mat-

ter through but I1 have divgivenen ththee opinion for
your benefit that your indulgence of the hope
that Concongressgees will do something for us may
not calu apu to delay any important action

there is already a government established in
oregonorego tot0 some extent magistrates have been
chchosen0 by the people ac this on the south
of the columbia north of that river the hud-
son Bbaydayay company occupy there is some
good country in oregon but a great deal of
sandy barren desert I1 hahave seenbeen a gentleman
who hasteenhas been there and also in california

the most settlers in oregon and texas
are our old enemies the crati of missouri
if howeverhowevery the settlement of oregon or texas
be determined upon thetha sooner the move is
madefiade the better and I1 would notdot advise any
deladeiadelay forforthethe action of our government for
there is such a jealousy ot0 gurburdurour rising power
already that governmentgovern in willI1 do niofionothingthing to
favortavor us ISI1 the saints possess the kingdom
I1 think they will have to take itilandand the
sooner itllisitisesdoneis donedono thetho more easileasily it Is accom-
plishedshed

your superior wisdom must determine i

ort to go to oregon to texas or to remain
within these united states andadnel send forth the
most efficient men to build uptip churchescherches and
let them remain for the time being and in the
meantime send some wise men amonamong the in-
dians and teach them civilization and

pelrelreligionil on
to cultivate the soil to live in peace withwith one
another and with all men but whatever you
do dont be deluded with the hopehone that gov-
ernment will foster usits and thus delay an ac-
tion which the present perhaps is the most
proper time thatthab ever will be

oregon is becoming a popular questionor the
feverlever of emigration begins to rage if the
cormonsmormons become the early maiorimajoriinalinai V others
will nottnot come itif the mormonscormonsionslons do not become
an barlyearly majority the others will not allow us
to come

elder pratt iiis faithful useful and true he
has got the runran of matters here very well and
ii with me in all my deliberations tings
ac

maiormajor semple poesPOPS with us this evenieveningng to0 o
introduce us to the president and to view the
white house

my heart and hand are with you may
heaven blesibless xounou and me avA ever I1 am

ORSON HYDEhyne
to thi council of the chuchurchcb of jeskisjeb ia ft

aristtrist of latter day eints

also the following letter f
d

v

lWwashingtonAshington april
dear sir uitull i i

todayto day I1 trouble 1you0U 1withv ith another commu-
nication

11

ni which you viivilwill1 I1 PpleaseI1 aas e have thetbt good
ness to lay before our council

we vierewere last evening introduced to the pres-
ident at the white house by the politeness of
major semple where we spent an hoursotir very
agreeably the president iais a very plain
homespun familiar farmer like man heile
spoke of our troubles in missouri and legretregrets
ted that we had met with such treatment hebo
asked us how we were getting along in illinois
I1 told himbim that we were contending with thetho
difficulties of a newnev country and laboring un-
der the disadvantageousdisadvantageous consequences of be-
ininc driven from our property and homes htiff
missouri I1

we have this day had a long conversation
with judge douglasdoulas ilehe is ripe for oregon
and the c-alifornia he said he would resign
his seat incongress if he could
force that mr smith could and would be on
the march to that country in a month

I1 learn that the eyes of many aspiring pollpoli
ticiano in this paplacee are upon thattbtat country andabd
that there is so muchch jealousyjealoustillbetween them that
they will probaprobablyy papass no bill in relation to ifitnow all these politicians rely upon the arrilarifi otaof
our Overngovernmentment to protect them there and if
government were to pass an act establishing a
territorial government west of the blocky
mountains there would be abonce a tremend-
ous rush of emigration but if government pass
no act in relation to it these men have not
stamina or sufficient confidence in themselves
and their own resources to hazard the enter
prize rr

ththe northern whig members are almost to a
man against texas and oregon but sho 1uld the
present administration succeedsucceeddrinin annexing1

texas then all the whigs would turn round in
favor of oregon for if texas be admitted
slavery is extended to the south then free
states must be added to the west to keep ullillup im-
balance of power between the slavesiave and the i
free states r

should texas be admitted war with Blmexicoexico
is looked upon as inevitable the senate bavehave
been inin secret session on the ratification of the
treaty of annexation but what they did we
cannot say general gaines who was board-
ingin at the same house with judge was
B e or e te frontier i
four daysdavs ago and left immediately 1I askedshed
judge D if that did not speak loud for annex I1

atlon he says no santa anna beingbein aae
jealous hotheadedhot headed pate might be suspiciasuspicious

p
ausi-t

the treaty would be ratified by the senate and
upon mere suspicion attempt somesonic hos
tili ties and gaines hasteenhas been ordered there to i

bebp on the alert and ready for action if feces
sary probably our navy will in a few daysdayi
be mostly in the gulf of mexico

there are many poweipowelpowerfulfulfui checks upon our
government
50

vern ment preventing her from movinmoving in any
of these important matters and for aught I1
knowkhow these checks are permitted to preventspre yentiventi
our government from extending her jurisdiction
over thatthai territory which god designs to give to
his saints judge douglas says he would equal-
lyI1 y as soon go to that country without an act of
congress asagwuwilb- andh that in five years a no-

lebl state might iebe formed and ththenen if they
would not receive usits into the union wowe would
have a government of our own ilehe is decad
edly of the opiniontohton that congress will pass no
actachinaclinI1 a favor of any particular man going there
bbutheat he sayssava ifancyif any man will go and desiredesiress j

that eriv and has confidence in his own
ability to perform it hebe already has the rightrighta
and the sooner he is off the better for hahla
schemscheme I1

it is the opinion here among politicians that
L

it will be eextremelyx difficult to have any bill
i pass inill relationrelareia tion to the encouragement of emiemi
gration to oregon but much more difficult to
get a bill passed desdesignating any particular
man to go butlut all concconcurur in fhethe opinion that
we are authorized already

in case of a removal to that country nuinau
v03 is the place of general rendezvous 0ourur
course westward
iowa bearing a little north until we come to
the Missomissouriurluri niverriver leaving the state of misails

on the left thence onward till we comeconne
to the platte thence up the north fork odtheof thothe
platte to the month of sweetwater river in
longitude 1070lot 45 W and thence tipup isaid
sweetwater river to the sosouthu th pass of the
rocky mountains about eleven hundred miles
from nauvoo and from said pass in
latitude 42 28 north to the umpqua and
klametklarnet valleys in oregon bordering on cafcadcalf
fornia is aboutabolt miles making the distancedistatic e
from nauvoo to the best portions of oregon
1700 miles

there is no government established here I1anil
ititisis so near california that when a governavei n

ment shall be established there it mavmay boadie
ly embrace that country likewise thre isis
much barrenbarren countcountryrv rocks and mountains liiiii

n but the valleys are very fertile bantlaniI1 am
persuaded that congress will pass no act inill re-
lation to that country from the fact that thothe
resolution rpquestingrequesting the presideit to giveghe no
tice to the british government for the discon-
tinuancetinuance of the treaty of joint occupation of
oregon waswag voted down with a rushru rb and this
iluticenotice must be given before anany action can vebe
had unless congress violates athethe treat att
leasleasti eo say thetho politicians hereshere t


