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sunday services
religious services were held at the

tabernacle salt lake city sunday
may 1891 commencing at 2 pm
president angus M cannon presiding

the choir sang the hymn beginning
sweet is the work my god my king
to praise thy name give thanks and sing
prayer was offered by elder rodney

C badger
the next sang the hymn

glory to god on high
let heaven and earth reply

praise ye his name
the priesthood of the seventh ward

officiated in the administration of the
sacrament

APOSTLE ABRAHAM H CANNON

was the first speaker in the course of
his remarks he said it hadbad become a
custom in the world for people to call
joseph smith an impostor but what-
ever might be the views entertained
concerning him and the position which
he assumed among the children of
men the fact was still admitted that
he was the organizer of a work which
bad attracted the eyes of all people
and was a wonder to the human fam-
ily however much it might be thoughtbethought

that the prophet joseph was a de-

ceiver it must still be acknowledged
that the work which he was instru-
mental in founding had been a
phenomenon a miracle wrought
among the people had he been a de-
ceiver as was expressed by many
personspersona it seemed strange that he
should have the audacity to make the
numerous predictions which he
did regarding his own divine call-
ing and the future of this work
it would indeed be strange if a
man knowing he was practicing de-
ceptioncaptionception should attempt to palm off
upon mankind a record such as that
which he gavegate us and which bad been
publishedpublishod and spread broadcast
throughout the world namely the
book of mormon it was wonderful
that even before founding this church
he should have translated that work
and found eleven men whom be could
also deceive to such an extent as to in
duce them to attach their names to a
paper announcing to the world that
they also hadbad seen the plates iromfrom
which the record was taken and that
they were convinced that it was
translated by the power of god

still more strange was this fat
which could easily be verified that
though afterwards apostatizing from
the church and considering that josephjeph
smith himself had sinned and was a
fallen prophet these mens testestimony
in regard to the translation still re-

mained in force while in all their
wanderings among the people in this
land and in their association with
those who sought interviews with
them they never once denied the tes-
timony which was written in the be-

ginninggin di dg of this work
the speaker went on to say that

itft day or two ago hebe was conversingconversi ag
with a gentleman who informed
him that he was present at the
bedside of david whitmer the
last of the three witnesses justjuet as
he was about to pawpass away from
this life and heard him with hisbis latest
bra state that hebe knew that the

translation of the book of mormon was
correct and that joseph smith hadbad
aaccomplished the work by the aid of
god david whitmer did not rejoin
the church before his death but oliver
cowdery and martin harris after
years of separation from the latter
d into repented of their sinssine andwtwere permitted to reenterre enter it by bap-
tism and receive the holy ghost by
the laying on of hands yet their
testimony was similar to that of the
man who had but recently died

it would appear to the natural mind
that such testimonies as these would at
least lead men to investigate the claiclaimsme
made by joseph smith but it was
not this which had convinced those
who had gathered to these mountains
ofef the divinity off his mismiaionablon or of the
power which god was pouring out up-
on his children in these latter days
it would require far more than in-

dividual testimony as to the effect of
joseph smithsmithss calling to retain this
peoplepie in a united capacity and to
keep alive their faith in the gospel of
the son of god and it was pleasing to
know that there was greater evidence
within the reach of everyone relative
to the origin of this work and the
power which accompanied it and per-
mitted it to survive through every
trial and tribulation which was thrust
upon it

our missionaries had gone into
foreign lands into every place where
edoora door hadbad been opened they had
been pentfent outoat uninstructed in a
measure and told to bear the testi-
mony which the spirit within them
should suggest they were not to go
for the purpose of displaying their winaia
domdoin or their oratory but as messengers
of jesus christ to call the people to re-
pentancepen tance and certain signs were to
follow the believer in the name of
christ they were to cast out devils to
speak with new tongues and if they
drank any deadly thing it should not
hurt them they were not to go forth
seeking remuneration wealthor for their
services but as they had freely re-

ceived so should they also give did
miracles follow their ministrations
were the sick healed the dead raised
to life the ears of the deaf unstopped
and the tongue of the dumb
ed the testimonies hund-
reds and thousands of elders in this
church bore proved that god hadbad in-

deed been with them iuin their work
in the earth today as hadbad ever been

the case there were two powers oneode
of god the other of satan and we were
told in the scriptures that in such a
wonderful manner should the power
of satan be exercised in the lat-
ter days that it would even bet
capable of bringing down fire from
heaven and that many things should
be done to deceive the children of
men but there was one thing which
satan had never yet been able to do
hisbis power was limited in this the con-
ferring of the upon
findand daughters of god he might de-

ceive their sight or their hearing be
might work wonders round about
but hebe could never give them the testi-
mony of the holy spirit and this
was where the saints were superior to
the powers of darkness in that they
had received the testimony of jesus
the light of the spirit

this waswag the secretsean t of the power
which existed among the latte rd

salutesaints this same spirit had filled
their hearts and made them strong and
mighty in the faith of the everlastingever
gospel and if they would follow the
teachings given to the world by joseph
smith and the instructions imparted
through those whom god had author-
ized to proclaim his word they would
receive a similar testimony a
mony which it was beyond the power
of man to take from them

god was working among his people
he had established his work on the
earth but as soon as the truth
was revealed it met with oppo-
sition those who were inspire
of satan started a conflict be
tween darkness and light they were
not content to permit a boy to go forth
and announce that god himself hadbad
spoken from heaven to allow him to
work by peaceful means for the sake of
that which he believed warwab from
above they set all their machinery
in operation in order to oppose him and
bring to naught the message which he
gave to the world but truth like the
sun was beginningginninglie to shed its rays
uponupon the earth and would gradually
spspreadrede d until all the children of men
would rejoice in the knowledge of god
which should cover the whole earth s
the waters cover the mighty deep

the object of our existence and cail-

ing here below was not to allow our-
selves to be overcome by the world or
our mindsmj ads to become engrossed by the
accumulation of things which pass
away but by our precept and example
to teach men the way of life and salva-
tion many of us became blinded
through the aradi tonsions of men and
their association on the other hand
our strength should increase daily
through the exercise of faith and that
humility which ought to characterize
the latter day saints those who
have the priesthood of almighty god
should go as ministering angels among
the people visit the homes of
the sick clothed with such a power
that the destroyer would vanish from
their presence and the sick be raised
unto life consolation should be
spread abroad in this way in our cities
villages and bamhamletslets and when they
saw iniquity growing they should not
hesitate as watchmen standing upon
the towers of zion to proclaim against
it

we were expected to benefit tthee
world in which we lived and such
should be our condition that we could
associate with it and still not partake
of its evils it was said joseph
smith made the announcement
that though we were sent to bell
we would turn the devils out and
make a heaven of it this should be
the spirit f the saints all the way
through they should be clad with
such power through the practice of
virtue and of those gifts which god
hadbad placed within their reach that
they could not be contaminated
by the world they should be
able to mingle among men and
chareinshare in everything which tended to
the advancement of the human family
antiand yet not oe0 touched with the evils
with which babylon is laden if this
was not their position they had not
lived up to the principles which had
been so often taught them by those who
had lived and died in the word of god
if we would exercise faith god
would sustain us make our


