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hofto rtsteraerx mrs roserosa gave the
littlewe rugglesKles followed with a sweetso by itmrs dr E- I rich president

spoke in high terms of the
abon of bishop stevens and invoked
vwone blessings of heaven upon his fu-
turetm life charles pike rendered a solo

artt mrs followed with a neat-
ly prepared speech on the manifold
eariel and duties devolving upon the
boulders of bishops the crowcrowningming

eventout was the impromptu speech by
juffe and the presentation of
A gold headed cane the speech bris-
tled vieb wit and pathos and branded
W ludgejudge with a vein of humor un-
locked torfor by his friends the bishop
responded feelingly stating that he
boehly appreciated all that had been

t daweame and said and especially the kind
memento so expressive of the feelings
of the people toward him miss ethel
pike rendered a beautiful solo followed
by miss bertha eccles with a recita-
tion president middleton depicted the
qualitiesties necessary torfor a bishop to
possess each of which he said bishop
stevens possessed to an eminent de
grerea mrs roseltha Ballanballantynetyng gave a
recitation and miss janlejanie fowlerfoler fol
lowed with a solo president flygare
endorsed what the previous speakers
hadbad said after which miss dora snow
read an excellent poem dedicated to
Iffbishopishop T J stevens mrs mary far-
ley aang a solo after which the con

joined in singing praise
gid from whom all blessings flow

t this ended the program in the meet
1 laftc house and from here the company

adjourned to the ward institute where
umthe remainder of the evening was spent
inla social dance at the close of the

mrs george W larkin jr
presented the bishop with a beautiful
OU painting subject a winter scene in

J executed with a her own
W

A FERTILE REGION

eftec following which appeared inn the
I1 years edition of the denver re

is here reproduced at thete re-
quest
arucanrucan

of a correspondent
anningsonann ington N M dec al31

1 l
dal the past year has been an un
usually prosperous one for the great
fruit and agricultural districts of san
juan county N M the mstm st satis-
factory weather condlcondit tlonatoni prevailed
during the growinggrrowing season and full
crops of every variety ofcf fruit hay
grain fodder etc were realized

this country is drained by three
largelaree streams the san juanJ iian animas
sadand la plata rivers and the valley of
eachbaah stream forms an agricultural or
aruttfrutt district by itself and in the low-
er end of the county where the ant
mas and ldla plata mergemarge into oneoile with
tuethe 1aanIel juan valley is the wonderful

miltfruit district
eba towntol of farmington along the
upper Jnanimaeimas from aztec to the state
une aad along the upper utla plata

of grain hay alfalfa
soma fitaemailtau fruits are raised and large
numbersat bers of high bred cattle and hobb

ste and fattened in the farm-
ington
areaa breded

district fruit raising is then on
principalVai pursuit while at the same
time immense quanquantities of corn small
artgrain alfalfa potatoes etc aie pro-
duced although as a fruit district

Is comparatively new andcountry
a urgelarge number of young orchards have
not yet come into bearing yet the en-
tire fruit crop of this vicinity during
the season just closed reached the
normousenormous quantity of some twenty

pounds the yield jrr acre
wwnm in many instances trutruy remark
awe there were numer tt ten acre

ofat seven to ten year old apple
bearax I1treesgees which gave a yield of

flBounds of fruit ragnylaw individualnimcwpopF n 1 mul0 viands
40 of every vart abut

5060 per cent of the crop while 20 per
cent were peaches 20 per cent pears
and 10 per cent was made up of such
fruits as cherries apricots plumsplume
barinestarines grapes etc large quantities
of the most luscious berries of every
variety were also raised and the
watermelonswatermelons and cantaloupes that were
produced would not have found a rival
in the fanciest patch down in olegeorgy as fatfar as quality and size
were concerned aside from the fruit
this vicinity produced tons of al-
falfa bushels of corn
bushels of fine winter wheat rye and
oats tons of honey as well as large
quantities of potatoespes beets vege-
tables etc great numbers of cattle
and hogs were fattened and the moun-
tain towns supplied with chickens
turkeys and various dairy products

but the one drawback this country
has to contend with in the face of all
its good things Is the lack of adequate
transportation facilities the nearest
railroad shipping point is durango
colo about fifty miles to the north
and to move the enormous crops sucha distance by wagon is a physicalphysicErl im-
possibility although everything on
wheels was pressed into service day
and night only a part of the great crop
was moved some pounds of ap-
ples and pears were hauled overland to
gallup N M on the santa fe rail-
road and about five million poundswere hauled up and distributed from
durango colo

the superiority of farmington applesover those raised anywhere else inamerica has attracted widespread at-
tention and a large proportion of theapples that were shipped out went to
supply the fancy trade of the far east-
ern markets while several hundredthousand pounds were secured by east-ern parties for export to europe thebalance of the great crop was put upinto dried fruit cider and wine andwhat was left of course went to the hogpen where mr porker revelledbevelledrevel led in allthe delicacies of the season

owing to its isolation from the restof new mexico and the necessity ofmarketing fruits via color ido eintsmuch of the fruit raised here finds itsway to the eastern markets as choice
colorado fruit and only a few weeksago an entire trainload of farmingtonapples was made up at durango andwent forward as durango fruit how-ever the denver rio brande rail-road promises to speedily remedy thirthiedisadvantage by building a branch
from durango to this productproductiveivo rs gion
and proper railroad facilities will makethis country one of the most favoredspots on the continent people are be-ginning to realize these facts and thelast few months have witnessed asteady stream of and bus-iness men to this vicinity the town
I1ofA farmington located in the heart of

fruit belt has exexperiencedperien ced a verit-
able boom building operations of
the most substantial character may be
seen on every hand there 9 s not a
vacant house to be had and people
are compelled to camp on he outskirtsof the town in tents owing to thescarcity of other shelter

improved fruit and farm lands un
der old ditches araree selling at from 25
to per aareacre there ireare however
many thousands of acres of line gov-
ernment lands on the between
the rivers which can easily be irri-gated if taken told of by large irriga-
tion enterprises work of this kind
has just been commenced by the ant
masmae river land and
pany on a twenty toot canal which wiltwill

i cover some acres of govern
ment land this land may be taken
up haas desert claims and water ob-

tainedI1 i from the company fitat merely
noTrinal figures larg ditties to
overcover acres additional will eei

built by the same company next

spring so that in a shortabort timotime thahmaarea of lands under irrigatorirrigaton in bukta
county will be nearly doubled and thecrop output augmented accordingly

aside from its agricultural and fruit
interests this country has other vast
and wonderful resources the barsbara
of the la plata and san juan rivers
are rich with placer gold the hills
are full of minerals and chemicals
while the entire country is
with great seams of the finein coal
some veins cropping out forty feet
thick and evidence of oil and naturalgas may be found on every hand
canal gre grows wild in great profu-
sion everywhere

this country offers grand opportu-
nities to capital for investment i the
canning evaporating and distilling of
fruits the manufacture of beet sugar
extraction of canal gre mining and
milling with cheap fuel and an abund-
ant supply of the finest water power
in the west which will not go beg-
ging long for substantial attention
the future of this district looks most
promising and the coming year will
witness great strides in development
a nd improvements

A MORMON COLONY WANTED

jackson NX M jan 25 1898
As we read of the cries of poverty

and the appeals for help in almost
every issue of the news we who live
on the outskirts of zion are made to
feel that our circumstances axeare not so
bad as they might be my occupation
calls me out among the people of our
county quite frequently but in allajl of
my travels in the past eighteen months
I1 have not seen a single case of pov-
erty neither have I1 as much as heard
of a person in this county who was
really destitute and needing help eitheramong our people or our friends so
while we axeare deprived of the same
spiritual blessings and educational ad-
vantages which our brothers and sis-
ters enjoy who live nearer headquar-
ters we are not suffering for food
raiment or shelter and while we are
enjoying so many of the comforts of
life we are not selfish at all but would
rejoice in seeing others without homes
or a means of earning a living settle
on a piece of good land where by the
sweat of their brows they could eat
bread all the days of their lives which
they had raised or earned with their
own hands we would welcome hun-
dreds

ura
of industrious men seeking

homes to our fair land of sunshine for
we need help to take water from the
rivers on to the upper lands to build
reservoirs subdue the land and make
the desert to blossom as the rose we
feel the need of help that we may more
successfully carry on our religious and
educational institutions

we have an abundancea of land and
water for hundreds 0 families which
will not liehe idle but a short time for
the people in the overcrowdedover crowded eastbastare already turning their faces to thisathla
choice garden spot of new mexico we
need capitalists as well as hard work-ing men to successfully develop this
country one might askaak when thereare so many in utah out of employ-
ment and without hohomesmemoraor a piece of
land upon which they might raise their
food who are crying for bread and who
have to be supported during the winter
months at least by their more favored
brothers and sisters why for goodnessgood nes
sake dont some of our good brethren
who have money to invest come outont
and see this country or seek informa-
tion from elder brigham young andwhile they might make thousands t
could assist their less favored
and sisters in obtaining landhand for aft
inheritance and water foror tbthe ha
arherhere betsethese worthy foot children Svfour boier gi


