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CLEVRLARD’S PENSION VE-
TOES.

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND has made
wany enemles by bls firm and inde-
pendent attitude on the perslon ques-
tion. lils vetoces of pension bilis will
be used against him by demsagogues in

the pending political campaign. Both
inand out of Congress, speeches de-
noociatory of his course wlllbe ut
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tered, to Inflame the soldiery and work
ou the prejudices of the masses,
His pension vetoes will cost

him quite a number of military votes.

But the thinking people of the coun-
try will see in President (leveland's
courageous aAction much to admire,
and will recognize the fact that he has
studled the good of the conntry mere
than private Interest or the schemes of
peliticlans.

No one who has watched the passage
ot the multitnde of pensgion bills that
have been pushed throuch Congress,
can have falled to see that members
save favored many of those private
measares to please individnald whose
potitical support they desired, anod to
galn that clap-trap agplause which s
given by the mob to those who posture
u4 the *'poor soldier’s'” friends.

The President has paid no attention
te these considerations. Even !n the
face of the big fight before him, he tius
refoged to endorse measures that
wouid bave won him support wheu he
knew they were not hased upon juetice
nor in consonance with an honest ad-
inipistration of pablic afiairs.

The attem;in to meke it appesr that
he s exercising autocratic powers |n
thus thwarting the will of the majority
wn (Qongress. is simply absurd. The
veto power of the Executive is &s well
defiped & eunstitutional right und duty
38 the leglslative power of Congress
He has exereised it {v the very manner
designed in it8 investment.” It was
bestowed upon the Fresidemt as
s check to Improper legislation.
1t 15 one of the balance wheels infthe

olitical machinery of tho nation, znd
8 essential to 1ts perfection. The two-
thirds vdte which will override a veto,
is a suficlent counter-check npon any
:ltt.empt of autocracy by the Execu-

Ve, !

Good and sufficient reasons have
been advanced by President Cleveland
for his veto of the pension bijlls he has
returned to Congress unsigned, and it
{8 because these reasons are sound
and unapswerable, that assaults are
made upon kim, and improper wotives
are attributed to him. Their passage
over his veto wonld be the only fitting
refutation of hisargnments why they
sbould not become law.

It 15 this firmness and determination
of President Cleveland to do that
which he deems right, in spite of party
and other irducements to do other-
wise, that strengthens him ;1 the con-
trdence of the country and wins to his
support 80 many Independent Repub-
licans. We believe that hiz vetoes of
improper pension bilis will gain him
more voles than they will eause hlm to
08¢, and that the vituperations of his
enemies on this qoestion will do more
tor him than ageinst him in November.

—_————

A POPULAR RELIGIOUS JOUR-
NAL.

TAE Christiun Union [commenced its
thirty-eighth volnme on the Hth inst.
with a bandsome new dress, which
very much improves s general ap-

pearalce. The clear, readable type
shows np fluely on the excellest paper
used for this flrst-clags journal, and
will snrely aid 1n extending its circnin-
tion and adding to {ts popularity.

We do not agree with the (Viristian
Urion In’ some of [ts theology. We
Lave hsd occasion to complain of its
erroneous utterances ot the "Mor-
moeo’ question, which its editors, like
other writers for the press, do not very
well nnderstand, but we admire the
mwake-up of the paper, the talent of
the couatributors to its coluinnsg, and
the eminent sbility with whick it is
edited. The Christien Union stands in
the very front rank of retigious journal-
iem 1o America and is always full of
in terest te thoughtful people,: no
matter what may be their relizion or
thelr pelitics.

+ It'is not devoted to the interesis or
the views of any particular sect, but
alme to be the exponent of the best
Ideas of Christendom. Its weekly edi-
torial commenis on leading public
qQuostions and current evenis are
models of terseness, accuracy and
fairness. All its departments are preg-
uant with life, aud their tendencies are
towards intelligence, reflnement, cui-
ture and progress. Its thirty-two
pages, weekly, constitute a well con-
docted journal, of which even the great
city of New York may he proud.

MADE A MESS OF IT.

THE Sacramento Reecord-Union ex-
presses the feellogsof a good many
CalMforntans in a complaint that the

name of Leland Stanford was
not brought forward at the
Chicago Convention. It was ex-

pected that he would receive at lesst
a complimentary vote from the Cali-
fornia delegation. But they were too
much engaged {n 2 prematare effort to
beom Bleine, contrary to the wishgs of
his intimate friends, and to the in-
structions of- at least a portion of
their own coastitnency.

They made a mess of it, too. There
is little doubt that if they had waited
till the scheme was ripe, Blaine would

have been sprong upon the Convention |

at an opportone moment and he would
bave beenr nominated in a igrore of
excitement, Bnt they were too
much infatuated with their own
plan, and were the means oj .its
defeat and the collapse of the whole
Blaine bubbie.

Governor Stanford’s chances for the
Presidency wereruined by the Pacitic
Railroad Commission inqalry. It was
set on foot at the very time to nip in
the bud any measare of his iriends for
hi8 advancement. But it world have
becn & igrace!ul and fltting thing for
the Paciflc Cosst delegation, to pre-
sent his name with at at least as much
enthunsiasm as Depew, another prom-

inent railroad magnate, was put for- |

ward by men of the East. Leland
Stanford kas done much for the Pa-
cifle Coast and has proven bimself a
man of large ideas and practical abil-
ity. He has had ;ireﬂ.t experience in
public life end wicids a very powerful
infloence in politics. And his nomin-
atlon by the representatives of his own

State, f t had not gome 3
gtep further, wougld beve done
them ‘credit asnd him  jostice,

Wo apree with the Decord Union that
the Pacltic Coast delegation mede 3
mistake in not presenting his name,
and it is not at all improbable that haa
they done this, instead of rushing
Blainefahead out of due season, they
might have accomplished what they
set themselves to do In valn.

———— i ————
A MISSIONARY DISAGREEMENT

AT the Centepary of Missions Confer-
ence jo Londop, held last month,
among the important gquestions gis-
cussed by the variens ministers end
missionaries of diffierent denomina-
tlong, polygamy was brought forward
and *‘aronsed grest interest;’’ 5o says

the speciel correspondent of the
Christian Uftion. He reports that:
“The opinion expresged by Chinese
and Indian missionaries weas favorable
to the baptism of polygamists, while
almost without exceptior, the testi-
mony from African and South Sea
missionaries was azainat the wisdom
of the practice.”’

Perhaps locality and climate have
something to do with the subject, and
what would be permissible under
“Christian morality”’ in India and
China, would be ntterly ebjectionabie
in Africa and the South Sess. Come
to think of it, this little variation in
“Christian' ethics as applied in dif-
ferent placed, is not oft immediate
modern origin. Many years ago polyg-
amous natives were admitted to
{bristian Churches in the East, while
the following incident is credibiy re-
ported to have occurred about the
same time in the South Sea Islands:

A chief presenmted himselfl for bap-
tism to & **Christian’ minister who,
on catechiging him, learoed that the
savayse had six wives. He was inlermed
thet he conld not be =dmitted into the
Courctt nntil he had bnt oase wife.
Some time elapsed before be was sean
agaln at religious services, wheno he
{eappeared and again applied for bap-
15m
gaod Christian’® as be had bot ope
wife. When asked what he had done
with the surplus five, he replied, ‘‘me
eat ‘em.”

It is pot to be supposed that the
YChristian’’ missionaries in Africa sxrd
the Soutk Seas desire to encourage
cannibalism, therefore they will have
to invent some acceptable method of
"‘putting away’* that will comport
with ecclesigstical if nat Biblical
Brmciples, or let the many-wived

egthen po down to the doom which
hosts of proselyters atill claim, is the
eternal fate of all who do not in this
life believe in Jesus, whethey they ever
heard of Him or not.

A compendinm of the varlous views
of men, professing to be sent of God
to convert the heathen,on important,
perbaps viial religious doctrines and
(uestions, wounid make one oi the
most remarkable messes of plous
hodge-podge that ever found its way
into pript. It would seem that before
gtarting out to turn the heathee from
their errors, ithe misslonaries of the
various secis ought to agree among
thremeelves whaet prinelples constitnte
the ¢ced of Christian truth, which the
counverts must embrace in order to
stand on a flrm foundation from which
they will sever need to be re-com-
verted,

——retll— A — i =it

THE TEMPORARY SURRENDER
OF CHURCH PROPERTY.

Tnr surrender of property to the
United States Marshal, acting 48 Re-
celver fn the suits instituted againat
the Church of Jesna Christ of Latter-

ciaiming that now be was ‘‘a}
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! day Saints under the Edmunds-Tucker | World s long and splendid description | sapplied with tho n
| net, has caused much comment and|of Sait Lake, its bathlng attractions,
Mgany people wonder | ete., with which

some ingoiries.

he wes preatly

——

BCCSBATICS to s&
nothicy of the comforts of life. It ﬂl
desirable that labor on the Temple iy
thig city apd other publlc works un

why this has been permlitted, sod there | ¢chormed darjpge a recent yisit.' We|der the Bishof'a direction should
{is come misanderstanding of the facts | clip the followipg from his letter: t

‘and the situatlon.

USalt Lake City, the capital of Ultah,

We do not know anybody who can- | h88 an area of unearly ten tbousand

didly endorses the theory or the prac-
tice of the conflscation of property be-

| longing to any ecclesiastical body lnl

America., It is looked upon through-
ont the United Stateg as 4 stretch
of governmental antholity, as barsh
and unpecessary  treatment of
Al Dopopnlar people, end  as
a precedent danserons to religious
liberty. Even the most virolext znti-
“Mormons' hesitate to 2pprove of
soch high-handed proceedinas.

But the law, rushed tbhrough Con-
gress in excitement, 1s on the statute
book of the nation aud It isthe duty
of the Attoreey General to proceed;
| underit. The court here 2ppointed a |
Receiver and 1t became his dntyto
take possession of suck property &5 the
Cbuarch held at and af:er the passage
of the law, BMarch 3, 1885,

Previous to thut date considerable
real and personal property which the
Church bad held at difierent times had
been disposed of and conveyed to
purchasers, or to the Stake and Ward
corporstioass organized under the
general territorial statute. The
law of Congress providing for the
institution of suits for the for-
feitute  of Church reallly  here, |
above the value of $58,000, specially |
exempted from escheat, Lulldings |
used exclusively for the worship of
God, and the gronnds adjacent, 3180
parsonages :nd burial grounds cop-|
nected therewith; and the law of 1862
provided that property nc%ulred by the
Chnrch hefore that date should not be
interfered with.

Farther, the law did not provide for
nor contemplate the forfeiture of sny
persenal property of the Church. Bnt
it aimed to dissolve the Church cor-
poratior snd avthorized the winding
up of its property affairs conformably
to law. This has been construned into
the right to take possession of per
sopal property us well as real estute,
pending the. settlement of the afiairs

acres and s populatien of 35,000. It {s
laid out 10 biocks of ten acres sach,
streets,
points, belng 132 feet wide, including
the sidewulks, which are twenty feet
iz width. Nearly all the streets are
bordered with shade tres nud ruonning
brooks, #ud the building lots are larfe
enough to afford ample room not ouly
for buildings but for gardens, orchards
and ornamental grounds. The foliage
?ere is 8o profuse that the ¢ity, viewed
roma

immen beautifual garden.
@f Salt Lake glty's commer-
cial importance shall  have

something to say a* a foture time.
Jost now [ am giving pleasure prefer-
euce over bnsigess, apd ‘find that [
bave taken a eontract of no ioconsid
erable magnitude te ‘‘take in’! all the
slghts and wonders that I diacover
here and ie the immediate vielnity if I
devote the iime necessary to a fall
appreciation of them al}. [Lifeisshorl
and I feel that 1 should like to live
here and driok in for the remainder of
my rays the beauties of this fairy-like
locality. Who has oot eard
of Salt Lake City? [ ventore to say
tbat there 1s not a plece on
the civilized globe where tbe spot
in which I pen these lines is not fa-
miliar by name. But beyond the fact
of the city's existence, and some of
the circumstsnces connected with its
founding and it8 founders,|Wwhich nave
become matters of history¥l doubt if
very much of a general character is
known. The idea tbat I do not mls-
take in this respect {8 the only thing
which has cansed a pang of regret dur-
ing my visit to this gem of American
cities, Natnre has here laviehed her
chojcest gilts whereby the eyes of
her devoted followers shall be made
to sparkie with dellght and to linger
in loving devotion upon the magniil-
cent propottion and sublime effects of
divinearchitecture. The neart thrills,
the pulge quickens, a8 the settings of

of the corporation in the Supreme
Court of the Territory.

That the law, severe and unjust and,
a3 we view it, nnconstitntional as it Is,
has been ¢reatly exceeded in its ad-|
ministration, the people here do not
doubt for a moment. Bat there has|
been no disposition to resist exceptin
that legal manner which i8 the right of
every citizen and every corporation,
The officers. appeiote to proceed
arainst the Church have considered it
their duty to endeavor to gain posses-
sion, not only of the property held by
the Church st the time of the pessage
of the Edmunds~Tucker Act, but ot
that which it had previously held and
disposed of, and aleo personal prop-
erty which they claim was conveyed
improperly. .

here has been considerable litiza-
tlon, and much mere was imminent
It became desirable that this should
be curtailed and measures should bed
adopted Lo carry the case up to the
Supreme Court of the United States as
s00n 28 possible. To stop vexatious
litigation and expedite the appesl
the attorpeysfor the Church comsented
to a surrender for the time being of
the property which hag already been
enpmerated [n the colnmps of this
paper. .

The Latter-day Saints should under-
stand that this is no surreoder of any
right, no admission that the govern-
ment or its officer has any legal clajim
to any portion of the propertyinvolved,
no actual forfeiture of 8 buollding, or
a dollar or & foot of land. 'Lhe
Recelver holds it antil the matter is
finaily adjudjeated by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction. He s in cnstody
of this property for the conrt, and, le~
gally, as much for the interest of the
the Church as of the Goversment.

The arrangsment entered into will
have the gunﬁ effect of quieting the
titles held to different portions of real
estate by Indiyidoals whe honestly sc-
quired them, the Church having placed
in the Recelver's hands the proceeds
of the sale Instead of the property
sold. We bave no deuht that this
arrangement will be approved by the
Atturney General, and whed the
Government anthorities at Washing-
tor have ratified the agreemeat,
the case¢ will go oo for trial and judi-
cial deeree, and then to the highest
court of the conotry, where it i hopee
and belicved justice will be done and
the validity of the law wili be fally
tested, -

Meanwhile, the Sainta need not take
apy trouble over this temporary sur-
render of property., Every right will
be contended for, firmiv and peace-
ably. Whatever may be the result, the
Church itelf will not be affected in
prieciple, in doctrine, in power, in
authority or in apirit. And those who
bave faith in its divine orizin and mis-
sion will contlnue to discharge every
dnty in relation to it, haviog coenfl-g
dence that He who organized and has
susiained it, will cause all Jthings to
work together for its good and for the
ultimate triumph of {t8 righteous
cause.

- A ————
OUR LAKE AND CITY.

FraNK. 3. CARPENTER, the faclle
AWVashington correspondent of the
New York World and of o journalistic
ayndicate which has sent him on a
trip to Asla, to write up its couantries
and their resonrees, has given tothe

this gem are studied from different
vantage points, and he whose soal will
not respond in preans of praise Lo the
power whose creations are stamped as
inflnite in these sarronnding Smow-
capped, towering monarchs is un-
worthy of manhood.

The Great Salt Lake,the 1Jeatt Sea of
the contlnent, [uto the briny waters of
which the mountain -torrents pour
thelr burdens of melted snow; this
vast interior sea, with depths walled
in by mountains of granjte, and
the waves of which break upon the
sandy beach at their sloping base; the
broad expabse of water, ever recejv-
ing tribate from the reservoirs above,
but having no outlet whioh the most
dilizent explorations bave located or
discovered, is one, if not the chief, of
the many scenic splendors and attrac-
tions of our country. 1t eagnot be
contemplated with feelings other than
of astonishment, wonder and delight.
When Brigham Yeung, with his hand-

ful of followers, frst gazed
in  bLewilderment on the indis-
cribable Zand uneqnatled loveli-

ness of this valley of the lake, border-
ed by the grandeur of the mountajns
which bound the horizon on every side,
4 local historlan credits bim with hav-
ing voiced the sentiment expressed by
Byron:
* + * jti1s3a roodiy sight to sec
Wlmt.hhcdwen hath done for 1his delicious
nda,

“I doubt if there i3 anywhere a scene
that can ecual this pletere amebng
the hills. The silent, snow-topped
mountaios ingpire awe; the cengem-

lation of the luxuriant valley, bathed
4 varied sunshind and shadow, is sug-
gestive of peace and bappiness. 1t is
certain that nowhere in this conntry
is the climate more delightfu]l than
bere. In semmer the mean tempers-
ture is 74 degrees, but the dry atmos-
phere practically reduces the efiect of
this several degrees. The nights are
always cool. Itis to mea very strabge
thing that tris brizht spot, one of the
fairest upon American Boil, should
have been s0 lopg drawing that at-
tention of the worid at larze which ite
natural beauties and attractious so
justty demand, and will, I know, even-
tuglly commgand.’’

—— i ——————

A GROUNDLYSS APPREHEN-
SION.

THERE seems to be an Impression
among some of the Latter-day Saints
that the voluntary donatiens, com-
mokly called tithing, are in danger of
being seized, under the sunits now in
progress for the forfeiture of the prop-
perty of the Church., They therefore
withhold the tenth of their increase,
for fear that it may fall into hands for
which It was not intended. This mis-
apprebension is calculated to de
double injury. It tends to limit the
means necessary to carry on the public

worke of the Church, and at the same
time to dry up in tne hearts of the
Sainis  that fountzin of geuerosity
which I8 both pleasing te the Lord and
beneficlal to the soul.

Thae people who are regularly em-
floyed Uy the Preslding Bishopric need
he wages which they earn, and unless
the tithinpg continnes to fiow icto the

gtorelrouses they cannot he properiy

.

which run to the cardinal |

Qeelgm. has the appearace of an |
and

prosecuted without hindratce or obi
stroction. Also that the swants of th
poor should be provided for, and that
4l] other needful expenditures for th
promotion of the work of God shouj
be kept up. These outlays &rc cop
tinnous and therefore the incom
should not be suspended or postponed
The tenth of summer prodacts and in
come jawanted in the season thereof,,
that there 1way be no lack in any monty:
or at an¥ period. .

It is far easler to pay tithing b dug
sedson than to wait until the cloge of
the year. The loss ia pot felt and {he
satisfaction of duty performed i8 con.
stamtly experiecced iz the former
course, snd faith in &od and His:

romizes is kegt vital. and active]

here is no need, at this late date,
enlarge upon the advantages and jm
portance uf honest snd consclentions |
tithe-paying. ‘The Latter-day Salnr,i :
bave demonstrated, to their own satis?
faction by oft-repeited cxperience:
that a biessing asccompan)es the free
and voluntary payment of the tenth of
&ll increase, to Him who is the Lord of
the manor of this earth and lefi
Creator and Upholder. ]

Whet we desire to do now 18 almply
10 colrect & mistaken impressios:;
There 1s not the slightest eccuslon foy
the fears some have entertained ag g
tie sejzure of corrent tithing, Th
coutroversy in progress in the cour
18 not for meaus or property receige
by the Church or its agents, st th
present tlme. It is for property sl
ezed to have been held or acquired b
the Church previous to the passape o
the Act of Congress of March Srd, 1887F
We do not wish now 10 enter into the
question of the righ®ulness or wrong-
taluess of that Act, or of the proceea-
ings that have been taken unnder iig’
provisions. This will be determioed]
no doubt, in due season by the judiclal ’
authority provided for the settiemen
of important controversies in th
Constitution of the United States

There has not been, xnd we are con
fident will not be, any attempt unde
the Edmunds-Tncker 1aw, to obtals
possession of the tithes or offerings of
the Saints for ibe snpport and benefl|
of the Chuorch to which they belopg
These are not inciuded, either inihe’
{);operty simed at in the luw,or 30Ugh

.be seized by those who are admin
istered or executing the law. Al
relicious societies have the rightt
receive contributions for thelr snp
port. "And whille we have cause log
compliint in the course pursued as 1
properiy claimed &s forfelted. noofl
cial has pretended to lay clatm to curl
rent tithings. i

Yatlence i8s required of the Salu
aod rehance on Him who execy
eternal jastice. _All things will be sg
ordered In His providence that ti

right shazll come uyppermost ay
that His people  shall  res
the reward ot well - doing

Present guty should not be neglected
bocause of wrongs thal &re endured,
bnt those who look for redemptio
{from the hande of the Almighty sheul
see to it that they are not remiss in th
observance of any of His requirements.
‘iPay your tithes and be blessed!"
And do not fear that they will be di--
verted into any improper chuaonel, 9.,
be taken from those whoe are bota le-
pally and religiously avthorized to
condnct the ecclesiastical husiness of
the Latter-day Saints. 4

—_—————

RELIGION IN PONATICS.

A GREAT many professional politicians}
seem to have strong prejndice agalnst
the influence of religion in politics.
This may be accounted Ior by two yes-
sons: Oneis, that they are generally
despisers of rellgion in any form, and
the other that they want to do sll the
‘“bossing? vhemselves.

That the masges of votera are largaly:
controlled by leeding or pushing spirlts:
in the different parties, no trulhtu]li
person will attempt to deny. Conven-
tions fermulate platforms and arrenge
tickets, and conventions themselves:
are manipnlated by promioent poli-°
ticlans, while thelr business, and prin-
ciples, and candidates are usually set-
tled upon 1n private cauncus by thei
“hosses'' and their immediate assocl. -
ates,

This is considered regular and all”
rlglht‘ A congressmao, & public oftice--
holder, & lawyer, & soldier, s
salloT, & merchant, a mecaanic, x-
man in &lmost =2n¥  vocation,
may figure in politics and exercise au'

ter is to Lthe professionsl politiclan like
a red rag to a bull.  Anda “Mormon"
Elder, no matter what may he his reza-
iar business—for
preachers have some Secular occupa-
tion—is of all citizens apparently the
wost obnoxious, a3 a moulder of pub-
lic opinion, to the mén who wsant to
regulate public affaira.

Now, we take the groupd that re-
lizlon ought to exercise a powerfol in-
ftuence in polities] matters, There
is no0 need here to discuss thke non-
senseabout 4 ““Unlon of Church and
State.” There is no such thing in this
pation and cannob be, in the very ba-
ture of tbings. Bot the relation of
retigion to politics 18 a different thing.
Rellglon 18 & poor, wishy-washy and
sickly sentfmental abstraction, if «'t

e

jonfluence upon the people, huot 4 minis- ~

“Mormon™ .



