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tion will be dealt with by three experts
in international law their names are
marten rivers and oraugran A confer-
ence will be heldbold at brussels and the
whole matter discussed there seems
to be no way for england to gotget out
except by buying the french interests
in gedgess bay or by defending and
protecting them according to treaty
stipulations this latter the new
found landers do not want they de-
mand that the french be rooted out
absolutely

the supreme court of newfound-
land hasbaa decided that there is no legi
lation in existence under which eng-
land can enforce treaty rights in that
colony that court further decided
that the queensqueenIs prerogative is not suf-
ficient to compel submission to treaty
provisions it requires an act of state
to go as far as this and that means an
act of parliament with all that it em-
bodies thisthia act both houses in lon-
don are trying to pan lord knutsf-
ord in the lords and jamesjamee ferguson
in the commons are working for the
passage of a bill that will empower the
kneen to order the navy to enforce
french rights in newfoundland

the newfoundland parliament has
refused to enter into any legislation
which would recognize french claims
this is rather embarrassing for eng-
land

eng-
lan by according treaty rights to
france england drives her own sub-
jects in newfoundland into revolt if
the bill should powpass in the british
parliament the conservative ministry
will suffer a defeat and there is a pos-
sibilitylity of a general election the
newfoundlandersNewfound landers are clamoring for
annexation with the united states
but should they effect this it would
not destroy french rights the claim
would only be transferred from john
bull to uncle sam and the latter
would have a lobster on his handsbands in
addition to the seal and codfish

the whole trouble can be summed
up inain a few words by their treaty
rights the french have a monopoly of
the fishing in georges bay recent-
ly they went into lobster canning and
it has become a vast industry the
newfoundlandersNewfound landers also went into it in
what tois regarded as french territory
for fishing purposesoes the factory of
baird one of the Britishers was closed
by the queenss commander of the navy
in those waters the supreme court
of newfoundland has decided that the
queens order was illegal and beyond
her prerogative this is what per-
plexes the conservative government
and in flames the newfoundlandersNewfound landers
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WAR PROSPECTS AND LYNCH LAW

italian government tois either
somewhat ignorant of the constitution-
al organization of the united artates or
it toIs desirous of picking a quarrel the
recalling of the italian minister indi-
cates one or the other of thesethem condi-
tions 1

the gogovernmentment of the united
states cannot give the guarantee which
seems to be required by italy for the
reason that each state in the union
has complete jurisdiction over the mak-
ing and administration ofits own crimi-
nal laws the general government
cannot interfere with this if a crime
has been committed in new orleans
the state of louisiana must see to it
that its laws in relation to that offense
are enforced

italy will have to learn that the re-
spectivespective states in the american union
arean not mere provinces of a sovereign
power but each a complete govern-
ment within its own sphere though
united with other sovereigntiessovereignties equal
with itself and together forming a
nation the government of the united
states can no more interfere with the
administration of the laws of louisi-
ana than that state can interfere with
the authority of the united states
each is supreme within its own legiti-
mate sphere

the demand therefore which it
appears italy has made upon the unit-
ed states is simply impossible to eomcorn
ply with and the governor of louisi-
ana can only agree to see that the laws
of the state are enforced this must
be coneindone in a way provided by the laws
of the state and legal investigation
with a view to this is now in progress
the grand juryjary toin inquiring into the
matter and quite likely will indict a
number of persons for the killing of
the italians who were lynched on the

of march whether a jury can
be found to convict them remains to be
seen

if the italian government under-
stands the constitution of the ameri-
can system the demand made is un
reasonable it requires something be-
yond the legitimate power of the united
states to perform nothing more can
be legally done than that which Is in
process the captious spirit shown by
italy therefore isin belligerent in its
indications and gives rise to the sus-
picion that stronger powers are behind
it in this dispute it is hardly reason-
able to think that italy singlebanded
would try to provoke hostilities with
the united states

the new alliance between russia
and france may have precipitated
fresh combinations among other
europeanJur governments iiif england

and germany should have formed an
offensive and defensive alliance with
italy austriaaustila and turkey being not
improbable adjuncts the bumptious
newnees ofitaly in the present little diffi-
culty would be easily accounted for
the united states with prancefrance and
russia on the one hand and the pow-
ers we have named on the other would
form mighty opposing forces that could
shake the very earth and wage a war
fare unparalleled in the history of the
world

but we see at present no need and
but small probabilities of further ex-
treme measures over the dispute be-
tween italy and the united states
the italian government has probably
taken action to please the populace
and show that it is in earnest in pro-
tecting its citizens abroad only three
of the slain sicilians ware italian sub-
jects and it tois not clear that even they
were the others had been naturalized
in this country and were out of the
guardianship of their former govern-

ment the whole affair will most
likely be settled without recourse to
arms A war over it would be ridicu-
lous in principle though it might be
very serious in its results

the only proper thing to do now in
regard to this unfortunate occurrence
is to let the law take its course true
it is quite doubtful that the mob that
lynched the italians or any of the
leaders will be punished for their
crime it is unlikely that a jurydjury could
be in louisiana that
would convict them of murder but
they cannot be tried in any other
state nor can ththeyeY be trtriedle d by tthehe
ununitedcited stastatestes aanyny moremor0 tthanhanththeyey
could by a foreign court or nation
louisiana alone can vindicate its own
honor by the enforcement of its own

laws

the slaughter of those italians was a
crime if the word hasbag not laftloet its mean
linging every plea that has been made
in its justification is an argument in
support of lawlessness and is weakened
by the doubt that hangs over all that
is alleged to excuse the deed it haabaa

not been proved that the accused men
killed hennessy it has not been
proved that they belonged to the
matlamafia it has not been proved that

the secret society of that name is a
combination for mirmurderder it has not

been proved that the jury were bribed
to acquit the defendants but it Is a I1

fact that these persons were tried and
not found guilty killing them was
therefore unlawful by whomsoever
performed and if law is of any value

the act was a crime
the plea that all power is in the

people and that when courts fail the


