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tion will be dealt with by three experts
In international law. Their names are
Marten, Rivers and Grau. A confer-
ence will be held at Brussels and the
whole matter discussed. There seems
to be no way for England to get out,
except by buying the French interests
in Geoge’s Bay, or by defending and
protecting them accerding to treaty
stipulations. This latter, the New-
foundlanders do not want. They de-
mand that the French be rooted out
absolutely,

The Supreme (Jourt of Newfound-
land has decided that there is no legi--
lation in existence under which Eng-
Innd can enforce treaty rights in that
colony. That court further decided
that the Queen’s prerogative ia not suf-
ficient to compel submission to treaty
provisions. It requires an act of Btate
to go as far a8 this, and that means an
act of Parliament with all that it em-
bodles. This act both houses in Lon-
don are trying to pass, Lord Knuts-
ford in the Liords, and James Ferguson
in the Commons, are working for the
paseage of a bill that will empower the
Queen to order the navy to enforce
French rights in Newfoundland.

The Newfoundland Parliament has
refused to enter into any legislation
which would recognize French claima,
This is rather embarrassing for Eng-
land, By according treaty rights -to
France, England drives her own sub-
jects in Newfoundland into revolt. If
the bill should p#ss in the British
Parliament, the Coneervative ministry
will suffer a defeat. and there is a pos-
sibility of a gemneral election. The
Newfoundlanders are clamoring for
anneXation with the United States.
But should they effect this it would
not destroy French rights. The claim
would only be transferred from John
Bull to¢ Uoncle S8am, and the latter
would have alobster on his hands in
addition to the seal and cod flah.

The whole trouble can be summed
up ina few words. By their treaty
rights the French have a monopely of
the fishing In George’s Bay. Recent-
ly they went into lobster canning, and
it has become a vast industry. The
Newfoundlanders also went into it in
whatis regarded as Fremch Territory
for fishing purposes. The factory of
Baird, one of the Britishers, was closed
by the Queen’s commander of the navy
in those waters, The Bupreme Court
of Newfoundland has decided that the
Queen’s order was lllegal, and beyond
her prerogative. This ia what per-
plexes the conservative government
and Inflames the Newfoundlanders.
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The_ revenue of the mail department
of Bweden was 7,268,000 kronor during
1880.

WAR PROSPECTS AND “LYNCH LAW.”

THE Itallan (Government is either
somewhat ignorant of the constitution-
al orgnnization of the United States, or
1t 18 desirous of picking a quarrel. The
recalling of the Itallan minister indi-
cates one or the other of these condi-
tions.

The Government of the TUnited
Btates cannot give the guarantee which
seems {0 be required by Italy, for the
reason that each Btate in the Union
has complete jurisdiction over the mak-
ing and administration ofits own erimi-
nal laws. The General Government
cannot interfere with this. If a crime
hns been committed in New Orleans
the Btate of Louisiana must see to it
that ita laws in relation to that offense
are enforced.

Italy will have to learn that the re-
spective Btates inthe American Union
are not mere provinces of a Bovereign
Power, but each a complete govern-
ment within Its own sphere, though
united with other sovereignties equal
with itself and together forming a
nation. The Government of the United
States can no more Inferfere with the
administration of the lawa of Louisi-
ana, than that State can interfere with
the authority of the United States.
Each is supreme within its own legiti-
mate sphere. .

The demand, therefore, which it
appears [taly has made.upon the Unit-
ed Btates, s simply impossibie to eom-
ply with., A nd the Governor of Loufsi-
ana can only agree to see that the laws
of the Btate are enforced. This must
be donein a way provided by the laws
of the SBtate, and legal investigation
with a view to thisa s now in progress.
The grand jury is inquiring into the
matter and quite likely will indict a
number of persons for the killing of
the Italians who were lynched on the
14th of March, Whether a jury can
be found to convict them remaina to be
seen,

If the ltalian Governmeni under-
stands the constitution of the A meri-
can system, the demand made is un-
reasonable. It requires something be-
yond the legitimate power of the Urited
Btates to perform. Nothing more can
be legally done than that which is in
process. The captious apirit shown by
[taly, therefore, is belligerent in its
indications, and givea rise to the sus-
picion that stronger Powers are behind
it in this dispute. It is hardly resson-
able to think that Italy, singlehanded,
would try to provoke hoatilities with
the United States,

The new alliance between Russia
and France may have precipitated
fresh combinstions among other

European governments. . It Epgland

and Germany should have formed an
offensive and defensive alliance with
Italy—Austrian and Turkey being not
improbable adjuncis—the bumptious™
pess of Italy in the present little diffi-
culty would be easily accounted for.
The United, Btates with France and
Russia on the one hand, and the Pow-
ers we have named on the other, svould
form mighty opposing forces that could
shake the very earth and wage 8 war.
fare unparalleled in the history of the
world,

But wé see at present no need and
but small probabilities of further ex-
treme mesasures, over the dispute be-
tween Italy and the United States.
The Italian government has protably
taken action to please the populace,
and show that it is in earnest in pro-
tecting its citizens abroad. Only three
of the slain Sicilians ware [talian sub-
jects, and it is not clear thut even they
were; the others had been naturalized
in this country and were out of the
guardianship of their former govern-
ment. The whole affair will most
likely ba settled without recourse to
arms. A war over it would be ridicu-
lous in principle, though it might be
very serious in its results.

The only proper thing to do now in
regard to this unfortunate occurrence
is to let the law take its course. Trus,
it is quite doubtful tbat the mob that
lynched the Italians, or any of the
leaders, will be punished for their
erime. It is unlikely that a jury could
be impanneled in Louisiana that
would convict them of murder. But
they cannot be tried in any other
State, nor cab they be tried by the
United SBtates, any more than they
could by a foreign court or nation
Louisiana alone can vindieate its own
honor by the enforcement of its- own,
laws.

The slaughter of those Italians was a
crime if the word has not lost its mean-
ing. Evéry plea that has been made
in its justification issn argument In
support of lawlessness, and is weakened
by the doubt that hangs overall that
ia nlleged to excuse the deed. 1t has
not been proved that the aceused men
killed Hennessy. It has not been
proved fthat they belonged to the
“Mafia,’> It has not been proved that
the secret spciety of that name i8a
combination for murder. It has not
been proved that the jury were bribed
to acquit the defendants. But it is a
tact that these persons were tried and
not found guilty. Killing them was
therefore unlawful, by whomsoever
performed, and if law is of any value
the act waa s crime.

The plea that all power is in the
people and that when courts fail the



