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gsummer has been very changeable, We
gometimes experienced all kinde of
weather in the pame day., As & rule
jt Is altogether too cold for a petzon
who is used to Utah climate, In the
extreme north of New Zealand it is
warmer; but even thers people can
atand it to wear pood, heavy clothing
the year round, I would advise the
Flders who are coming to labor here
to secure good, keavy clothing, Wool-
en undetwear 18 much preferable Lo
light wear,

he annual conference of New
Zwaland 1s now over, but none of ue
were present, as we were {rom eix hun-
dred to seven hundred miles from were
it was held, and’ our means are very
Jimited. Our health 18 fuirly good
at present, althongh I have suffered
much pain in my back from the effects
of exposure to bad weather, etg,
2itill I have enjoyed my labors eo far,
and I have seen the blessings pro-
nounced upon my bead literally ful-
filled. It is my greatest desire to fill
zn honerable mission and bethe means
of doing much good while I sm here.
I feel that more good could be accom-
pilshed ¥f we could have aome tragte
furnished ue, which would give us
access to many that we cannot get at
otherwise,

With kind regards to all I remain,
Your brother in Christ,
THoMAs L. Cox.

ON DESERT AND MOUNTAIN.

On the 19th of November, 1846, the
Morwon battalion, msarched twenty-
three miles and camped by & swamp.
The water we had to use emitted a bad
amell and was very unpleasant to the
taste. AB we were nearingcamp one
of my messmates, Jesse B, Martin,
alipped out of ranks and ebot a fine
antelope and brought to camp; it was a
treat for our mess, though it wasa
risky plece of businegs for Brother
Martin, for orders were thal not a
soldier leave ranks without permlission,
The whole country seemed to be alive
with herda of antelope. Lkt was
trying to half starved men
not to disobpy orders. On the 20th
camp did not move the puides
nhad been ahead snd they reported
there was no water except at one pluge
and after that, it was their opinion, no
mote water gould te had before reach-
jng the Gila river, one hundred miles
distant, The guldes bad never been
through this part of the gountry, but
had traveled acrossthe countty porth
and south of our trajl and knew if a
pase could be found leadlog over the
mountains to the Gila it would eave a
great many marches. This was what
the colonel wanted. He at once called
the officers of the Battalion together
and it was decided to mareh south
through Mexican aettiements whete
the guides sm1d food and fresh teams
could be had.

It was eald we were then In the
province of €hihuahua, and to paes
through the country wihere the enemy
wag stationed without meeting with an
engagement appeated (o many im-
probable. Thie idea was so strong in
the mind of Father Pettigrew and
Y.evi W, Hanpcock that they visited
evely mese lo eamp, requesting the
brethren hefore lying down for the
night to ask the Liord to direct our
coutse for the beat. Thege men

bad been appointed by President
Young to counsel, advise and to act as
tathers to the boyeof the battallion,and
they did it moet{nithfully, The next
motnlog by 9 o’clock we were on the
march, the colonel at the head of the
command, on his white mule, We
had not proceeded far when he sudden-
ly called & halt, looking firet in one
directlon and then in another. Bud-
denly be turped sguare to the right and
swore he was not going all around the
world to get to California, adding that
hie orders were for him to go to Califor-
nia and he was golng thete or ‘*dle in
the attempt,” The course of march
wae changed, and feellngs of relief
and thanke to @od, I belleve, were In
every soldier’a heart, Their prayers
were anaweted,

‘Chat night we camped without
waler. The next morning the camp
was busy watering the animals until
11 o’cloek, having to drive them two
miles and a half to water that had been

found by the guides the previcus
evening alter we had made
¢amp, Filling our canteens we

marched eighteen or twenty miles
and apaln camped without water,

gtew on a weed. It hal the flavor of
dried apples, Italeo increased thirat,
Others who partook of the fruit also
complrined of a sickly feeling, How
disappointed we were when we learned
there was no water in camn, and every
canteen was empty. The guides were
atill ahead in search of water,

Near sunset we eaw ln the distance
a smoke, helleved to be a signal that
water was found, Early next morning
we were on the march and by 1 p, m,
atrived at where the smoke wag, and
there was water, but not one-tenth
enough for the men, Orders were
given to coulinue our march ten miles
to where It was eaid water was plenti-
ful, bat instead of ten mlee it was thir-
teen or mote, The ox teames wetre stili
nehind, Orders were Jeft for them to
camp here, Walter wae eo ecarce that
I failed to get a drop. Ounly a few of
the men got any to moisten their
patched lips, I was told there was a
nice hole of water, but tne colonel and
stafl rode up and let their mules drink
it. It waa after night when the front
rank reached the water,on the westeide
of a dury lake.

I remember how provoking it was
that day, for there appeared to be 3 lake
of water only¥ a shott distance nhead,
but we ¢ould never galn oan it, me it
kept lhe same distance off, [t wasa
mirage. That day’s march was a time
of suffering. Men and teama gave out,
and were ail hours of the night coming
into camp, The tollowing day we lald
by to awailt the arrival of the ox teams.
Al this encampment we met a party
of Mexicana who had been out trading
with [ndians, The colonel purchased
a few mules and pome of the mesees
bought dried meats, Owing to it being
a0 fat and cily it was believed to be
horse flesh, but we ate it with
a gusto all the same., The next day
we mAade 18 or 20 miles in a south-
westerly direotion, over a rough road,
much of it we had to make crossing as
we boalleved the back bone of North
A.metica.

On the 27ith men began to lag, slip
out of the ranks and lie down to sieep
until overtaken by the rear guard and

brought to camp. Game was plentitul
-~hetrds of antelope and black talled
deer in all directlons, The meet of
the black tailed deer ia not sv sweet as
that of the antelope, though it is good!
game and more easlly approached, K
think, than elther the antelope or the
Virginin deer. On the 28th the colonel
gent for an Indian to learn if there
wae a paes leading through or over the

mountain. Late in the evening the
guide brought in = chief
of the Apache nation who saldh

there was a trail or pase through
which pack animala oply ccald go..
The next day the colonel ordered ther
loads taken out of the wagons and
placed on pack mules to be sent over-
the mountains, I was detailed to lead
a pack mule, but feeling so unwell, one-
of my messimates wentin my place, AT
dusk the packers reiurned, reporting
the road bad and the distance about..
ten miles,

By 9 o’clock next motning the bat--
talion was on the march with pack:
animals and empty wagons, Im
descending, the wagone were let down:.
over ledges and steep places by men

Be- | holding on to long ropea attuched to.
fore reaching ceamp I became sigk. | the wagona.
This was owing lo eating fruit that |

Qoe got loose and rolled:
down the mountain with such torce ag:-
to com pletely demolish it,

On the 2od of December we marched
nive miles and camped by the ruine of
some old Bpanish buildinue, where wer
were visited by Apache Indians, who
had baked mesc¢al roota to sell, These-
wete aweet and nutritious,and the boye
were very fond of them.

H. W, BIGLER..

BT, GEORGE, Utah, May 26, 1894,

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFERENCES.

Bart LAEE CITY, May 31, 1894

On Wednesday, May 9th, J. W..
S8ummerhays and T, C, Griggs, by
appointment, left Salt Lake City omr-
the U, P. train to attend the above
meetings. Atriving at Milford, 221
miles, at 7:15, and finding no convey=-
ance for theit further advance, they
“put up®’ at the “Hotel de Shanty’*"
with “mosguito bar walla.”” Next
morning, there being Do alternative,
they took the wtage via Beaver Lo
Cedar City, the latter piace being
reached on the early morning of Fri~.
day, May 1lth, much of the journey
being on a melancholy buckboard..
crowded with five persons and the
U. B. mall, enlivened by a halt
from midpight to 2 a, m. whlle the:.
driver engaged in the dance at Paro-
wan, No one at Cedat Eknowing.
of any conveyance being provided .
or us we engaged passeage, 8 la bucke.
board, for 3t. George, into which place
we rode at 7 p. m, and were most -
hosapitably received by Btake B, 8.
Buperintendent Richard Mortls, wife
and two daughters, aithough the Ver—
milliion dust of ‘‘Dixie’* gave ua the
appearance of being two noble red men.’
Boap, water, comba, brushes, toweis,.
ete,, helped our host to identify us ae
beloneing (o the %‘pale faced? race.
Buperintendent Morria soobh proved
himesel{ to be a man of extended and
special experlence and not wanting in:
conversational powers. No arrange-
ments having been made for conter-
ence meeiinge on Saturday, which was
a disappoiniment to us, we spent the
day in visiting friends and forming.




