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THE DEFEAT AT VICKSBURG

according to the most reliable reports which

have gained publicity it appears that general I1

shermanStermanSa ermana13 attack on vicksburg was unsuc-
cessfulcess fulfui andaud that after gaining some advan-
tages which induced a belief that that strong-
hold of the enemy would unavoidably and

speedily fall into the bands of the federals
the grand army under the command of gen
sherman waswan ultimately defeated and driven
backhack iato the bleetfleet which hadbad conveyed the troops
down the mississippi and up the yazoo to a
point tenteri miles from its mouth where the land
forces were disembarkedembarkeddis and where after
having been refusedrepusedsedaed with dreadful slaughter
tofey rete embarked and proceeded up the mis-
sissippibissis sippisIpp towards napoleon ark

the reports concerning the unfortunate at-
tack represent that on landing hishia forces gen i

chermin advanceadvancelI1 towards the town on
wednesday the of december and en
countered the enemy in fircefarce as soon as he
was oat of0 range of the gunboatsgunboats and a batte
ensued which lasted girefire hours resultingw in
tiethe repulse odthe confederates who fell back

I1

beyond the bayous in the rear of the city the
fichtfi ht was continuedcon linued thursday fridayF
andan d saturday the federals gaininggain inkint ground
slowly bubut steadily on saturday night the
0opposingTposing armies sleptsiept on their arms the baytay
ousoua lAterinterveningvenino benken them and the battle
was renewed at daylight onoli the nmorninelarnin of
sunday the 28 I1 b gen sherman advancing
with hisbig entire force which was engaged by

some of the confederatedfederatedCon prates works
werea carried in the courtecoursecou rilerise of the forenoon by
stormorm and allau thinthingsthinst s seemed to indicate that
vicksburg would boonsoon be occupied by the
assailants

on the morning of monday the b three
hnasunas of the enemas works had been car-
ried and the fourth line hadbad been ass tiled
with a fair prospect that it would soon have
to yield to the force which was operating
a airest it that line was two miles in rear
otjot the town between which and the city there
was but little obstruction

oaon sunday night eighteighty or ten thousand
trompatroops from gen grants command arrived I1

increasing gen Shershermanamans force to forty thou-
sand men the Coneconfederate force hadbad beenybeen
as stated increased to sixty five thousand by
reinforcements from jackson grenada and
gtotheroiher points with which overwhelming force
the confederates attacked gen sherman onOIL

sunday and forced him to fafalifall1 I back to the
outer line of entrenchments wathath great
1039leas the fighting on sunday and monday is
represented to have been exceedingly fierce
and bloody and batteries and fortifications
werayere taken and re taken wholebhole regiments and

rvinpren brigades fighting handband to band overoyer their
gunsguno for the possession of the de fences the
ath iowa isig saidsald to have lost six hundred men

in the hattlebattle on anday and the illinois
and ath missouri surfbuffbuffredgredfredred severely as did
afoaio several other at least one haithalt
of number having been killed wounded
or captured

ona tuesday the the confederates ac-
cordingardin to their showing advancedad vanc ad aga n up-
on the federals who hadbad commenced throw-
ingin C

up works enioa the chores of the lahelake drove
them fronafrom all of the field back to their
loatsloati on whichbieh they re embarked in great
haste it is stated that the enemy were so
close upon theothem that they came within range
of the gunboatsgunboats which opened fire upon the
advancing columns and threw shot and sheiehe 1 I

among them in such profuse abundance tuatthat
they hadbad to retire beyond range with saiesmie
1399jotssq

uengen Shershermanshermanamanamans repulse Is said to have been
fici leeelele and hislis losses heavy both in men

otof war butlitt no definite state
piset of the extent at0 methe calamity has as yet
actu midapad public

communication between cairo and gen
shermansShermans command hadbad at latest dates been
suspended by way of thebe river as the confed-
eratesaerates had placed batteries on both sides of
the mississippi at cypress bend rendering ititi
unsafe ftoror steamers to pass either up or down
it is stated however that when it shall be-
come necessarynece the gunboatsgun boats can easily re-
move the obstructions

the last heard from gen banks expedition
it was moving up the river but why it did not
arrive in time to cooperateco operate with gen sher-
man has not transpired

that another attempt will be made to cap-
ture vicksburg before long is more than pro-
bable the confederates evidently anticipate
another attack as they are making prepara-
tions to defend the ci y to thehe last extremity

1

PROGRESS OF THE WAR EAST OF
THE

since the battle of fredericksburg and the
retirement of the army of the potomac to the
north side of the Rapparappahannockhannock it has so far
as known remained encamped at falmouth
while the confederate army under gen le
has continued to occupy fredericksburg and
other positions along0 the right bank of the
rappahannockRappa hannock neither of them having done

I1 much towards bringing the war to a close by
hostile demonstrations or strategy further
than to make each respectively a few raids
in which the confederate cavalry under stew-
art seem to have been moe successful than
have the detachments sent out on similarsimlar oc-
casions by gen burnside or any of his sub
ordinates

the most bold and daring exploits of the
confederates reported of late was an excur-
sion made in the rear of the federal army at
falmouth about the of december durin-

a
duringM

which an attack was made on dumfriesD mfrmar iesles and
Occo quon the results of which according to
most of the statements that have been pub-
lished I1wereabrewertwere favorable to them the official I1

report represented that the attacking paty
was repulsed with losiwolobiob and that stewart nar
bowly escaped capture in hibhis hasty rea treat
by way of bull run the lepors are various
in relation to the affair which some of the
northern journals have considered a disgrace-
ful occurrence and one that would not have
transpired if the officers commanding11 the
various camps and posts along the kapphan
nicknuck bad been vigilant in the discharge of
their duties but it has fully been made to ap-
pear thatthai a raid was made by stewart and

I1

that after accomplishing puchmuchmuch hetherwhetheru it
was all that was intended or not hebe effected
his escape without material lossjosa

I1 what the next move of thatho army of thehe
potomac will be no one seems to know and

I1 butterybut very little has been said concerning its
future operations it may be put in motion I11

again in the spring with a view to the ac
of ththee origin al deindeludesigndesien of cap-

turing richmond and it may be required to
perform service in somesonie other part of the
country where it may do more towards putting

I1
i down the rebellion than it has in all
its campaigns in virginia and maryland

it iais not probable that much more will be

I1
donedoue toward prosecuting the war duringdurins the
winter in the gion1102old Dorridominion but from pre-
sent appearances there will be some fighting
done in north carolina before long it is re-
ported that gen foster had a short time
since an army of men at New bernand
that an a ivaniran e on goldsboro and other pla-
ces in the occupancy of the enemy would
soon ie made sothernsonsou hern accounts state

i1 that the movements of the yankees have been
t fully anticipated and that there hasbas beenabeen a
sufficient force stationed at the points threat
eredioered to repulse the invaders when they I1

again resume aggressiveC warfare newsynews
from that region is looked forforwithwith consider-
able interestinginte consequence of the formidable
preparations for war which have recentlyrecentlyy
been made at newbernnewborn and at other points
on the atlantic seaboardsea board fromflom which great
results are anticipated

padPaoaresscRESS OF IVINWINTERwintenter the newbew year was
asb red in by a snow sillsinca which the
weather hasbaa been considerably but
not very cold snow adard rain alternating
with rough winds occasionally aridandana mud in

i profusion when the thermometer has ranged
io- natalonatalong at a time above the freezfreezingirig point ve-
hicles constructed with runners have not been
in demand thysthus far and from presearese t appear

uwlat

I1

TIIETHE BATTLE OF murfreesboro OR
STONES RIVER

the reports which bayebare come to hand in re
to the great battle near

commenced on the thirtieth day of december
eighteen sixty two and eneden ed on the third
day of january eighteen0 sixty three repre-
sent that it was exceedingly fierce and sang-
uinary and unquestionably thus far the battle
of the war all the combatants haingbaling foughfoughtt
with a determination seldombeldom biti essed in
modern times

gen rosecrans commanding the federal
army which hadbad assembled at nashville
numberingC as per statement forty five thou-

aasandls nd men deemindeeming that it would be better to
I1 m petP etel and fight the confederates under gen
brag who had advanced to ard occupied
murfreesboro at that place or in some open
field than to let hhmm besiege nashville which
was evidently the intention put hisbis
entire force in motion on the moningmo ning of the
1ath of december for murfee by three
several routes it appears that neither of
the three corps or grand divisions under gen-
erals thomas mccook and crittenden rerei 1

bad proceeded far before they en
countered the enemy who were driven back at
every point till dark whenhen llieilie waswag
occupied by the federals

on saturday morning11 the mccook
who commanded the r gutglit wing was ordered
to move forward against tsot so divisions of the
enemy under hardee stationed at Tritrltriunetine
which mccook successfully accomplished aaas
hardee is said to have fallen back rapidly as
the federal divisions composing McCookmccooks8
corps advanced not hoahoweverever without shshowing
fight0 and considerable skirmishing is reported
to have taken place between the retiring col-
umns of the enemy and gen mccooks ad-
vance Crittendens corps on the leftfelt also
drove the enemy from one position after
another during the day and at night the fed-
eral and confederate armies encamped on
stuarts C eek one occupying the right
the other the left bank of that stream in close
proximity to each other abutab ut twenty miles
south of nashville and iiip that position they
remained over sunday the according to
the statements which have been made gen
rosecrans eitherelther from relirellreligiousgousousoua or 0 heherberr ccon-
siderations

on
side rations considered it proper to let hlhis3
army rest on that day

I1 the federal army is reported to have been
put in motion early on blonlaymonday morning the

crossed the creek without much oppo-
sition from the enemy who fell back to the
east side of stones river where a stand was
made and the several divisions of the confed-
erateera earmyarmy were arranged for battle indica
tibtintinga hat they intendedtendedia to fight before falling
back aplyany further

As soon as gen wabwas informed of
thetha post ionton otof the enemy anatoe manifest in-
tention of0 gen bragg to give battle which
was late ih the afternoon he immediately
ordered generals crittenden and mccook
to place the several divisions of their respec-
tive corps in position for the approachingapproachin con-
test which orders were tinirnimmediatelymediately obeyedd
and every preparation was made which fhe
circumstances and the nature of the position
would admit ofcf for the impendingim p ending battle

there was evidently considerable fighting
done on tuesday december but at what
hour the battle commenced and what corps
and divisions ol01 the federal army were en
g gedgea has not by the meagre reports odtheof thetue

ants of the respective armies enon that
doy which have come to handband been

made to appear the results of the conflict
duringduriac that day are reported to havehalle been
favorable to the federal arms

on the morning of Ilellecemberdecember slat at day-
light the battle was renewed and raged with
awful fury according to bothhoth ththe federal
and confederate reports t tholtha en-
tire day the right wing ittuf the federal army
commanded by McCookwaswas confrontconfrontedetiett b f
the confederate legions under gen ardeehardeeII
which fought with such desperation that i
was impossible for gen mcc divisiondivislowsiow
to withstand the onslaught that was made
upon them by the enemy and they gave waywaywas
and fell back in the wildest confusion somebome

three or four miles the slaughter is repre-
sented to have been awful alalmostmost beyond de-

scription three illinois regiments are reported
to have lost two thirds of their number

the battle is also reported to have raged
with great fury on the left and erlyerfyc aly I1sii I1f e

aayy ththi ene tyy hailhad rn addid 49 cmrk IMPrustonrOlion

upon the columns composingcomposino that ang that
it became to make a change of the

frant the battle soon became general along

the whole liniilni the enemy making assant
afteratteraftatter assault which caused the federalfederalderai col-

umns at times to give way orders were
given for the left winglying to advance and charge
upon the foe but before they aoud be execu-

ted another ffamoisfamoamoamols is assault wabwas midaidee on the
centree which caused it to break and fillfall back

at that critical moment gen di-
vision waswai thrown into the breach and thiv
enemyenemy in turn were repulsed with great
Blaugslaughterliterilter

I1 it is stated that early in the day the want
of ammunition began to be seriously felt by
the federalfederaI1 army agas the confederate calvary
uliullunderder gen wheeler had made a detour in the
rear of the federal army and destroyed
severabeverabeveralseveral1 baggage and ammunition trains ac
colbichiding1 n to the statement of the enemy three
hundred wagons containing property to the
amount of two millions ot0 dollars were cap-
tured and burned and seven hundred prison
ersera taken by gen wheeler during the day
and he succeeded afterwards inin return-
ing in safelysafety to the confederate linesiines makin
a complete circuit around the federalfedela1 army
ammunition became aoso scarce thauthat not a
single wagon load could be found as allegallegededs
aniand several batteries had not a sinsinglele round
left and could take no part in the action

in the afterafternoon at about two the
battle hadbad changed from the right to the left

awingwing the enemy having moredmoved his forces
cosselccosselossel the river moving under cover of a

I1 high bluff made a desperate attack on the
I1 federate columns occupying that part of th
field which for some time is said to have

1 been favorable to confederates theile
I1 ter was such aaas might be expected to result
from a conflict in which th t combatants on
both sides were determined to conquer or die
as thousands of them died before the advance
0oeI1 the enemy was checked by the murderous

i fire otof musket and artillery which was poured
upon them by those from the federal lines
the scene is said to have been magnifi-
cently

0bifi
grand as the contending armies were

burlinghurling shot and shell and other iron and
leaden n missiles irtointo each others ranks bowinmowing
them down as said with IndindescribableescrIb ableablo
slaughter

the afternoon the much exhausted enc-
i

ene-
my took up a po that could not be assailed
without more artillery than rosecransroseRoaecrans hadbad
at command at dark the conflict ceased
after having raged wi h unceasing fury eleven
hours it is admitted that the fighting on
that day resulted favorably to the enemy

the following account of the defeat and
rout of the rinightrighthiwingwlaswinz of the federal armr
and of the 9subsequent repa se of the COL

federate columns which attacked the cencentrefreifrer

hshe benb en giva by a reporter whonho waswax an ey
witness ol01 the horrid beenesscenes which transpiretranspires 1

on that part of the fie d during the first dajdaldasdaa
fight

gen me cookcookas comma d which wis encn
thethenri ht compo edad of joijotjohnsons davisDavisandsaudarid
sher dans divisions was postedported from lihtrig to
left in the erder nam d ealy in the mo Wning1119

the enemy threw aimse tf upon sherid nu withA etli
terrible anian I1 was thrice rep wedbed thetha
fourth time he advanced with a larger number
and with greater desp ration thanthau beto e

ans men were compelled to niverive groundgrounds
but it washas only for a moment the gallant
gen sill ass sted by other baing officers
soon railrall edad the troops and the s-arssartsarssaraart aidaridald

strips once moremoeI1 adyadvadvancedneed and the rrebelsbelsbeis
were driven from their quarter of the field it
wwabwasas a few minutes after eight ocl ck when
this occurred and but a short time elapsed be-
fore attention was direct d to the right
where three divisions of the enemy under
clardee advanced in mass ve columns and
charged impetuous y dailsdavis and a
pdrortport lolloi of johnsonsjohnaJuhna ons try johnsonsjohJobnaona d
vision immediately b okeolie almos before they
hadihadldittmeba time tuto take their arms from the stack
EdgerEdg ertonstona batterybatter y wawai taken before it fired
three rounds SmonS modmonmansonssonsgons battery fought well
and brought offalal but two guns G
b batery fired several rounds and then lost four
piecesfeces gengea kirk commanding one of theerbr gades of ibis dmdeionlonion was seeseverelyrely woun-
ded while endeavoringende ivorine to rally his reg ment

ththi enemy by this time had succeedsucceededpd in
gettinggett ng thetle right flank completely hemmed in
A lallailargerge titinumbabnb r of officers s tf every grade were
shotabot down while standing at the buzzes of
the rebel muskets brigades and regimentsregimentameata
rushed upon one- a other in eaul dis
order andanil the route of the division became ir
rerevocable and total no other coicco lasion can
be arrived at but that the right were com-
pletely d and ihlILL A too under cIrclrcircumcumcuen
stances which should have rendered it par-
ticularlyticticulmalarlyarlyariy vigiliovizvig ilawilao

it11 s left fofix in to gnyshy the litt her-
uto onset orof meattic f e anandaudI1 televerver digarl

luanman aboutA tourtoun viuku u faltal utilla tuatha hih to r


