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In communities where moral lssues
are before the people, the besat results
bave been recured generally where all
churches have united the atrength of
their members in favor of the good
sought. Public meetings have been
held when the people of all churches,
and those belonging to ne chureh,
bave come together to discuss the sub-
Ject hefore the people. We know that
Mormon people bhave united with non-
Mormouns in the discusslon of political
questions—will they do as mugh or
more for the sccial and mmoral progresy
of the people of Utuh?

When Kansas and Nebraska were
struggling ‘or statehood the greatques-
tion was whether they should come
into the Unlon as {ree Statesor asslave
Btaten. The question of statehood was
a political question., Butthe questivn
a8 to the kind of States they should he
was n oorai question apd settled hy
moral forces. The Bouthern States sent
to those Territories desperate men to
selze that soil for plavery. New Eug-
land and the Western States poured tu
men of character and courage to hold

,the land for freedom. It was a bitter
struggle. Buot as a result of it Kansas
aud Nebraska came in as free States.

Not long age the Dakoins were
koocking at the door of the nation for
admission, But those Territories bad
echoed with the eloquence of tamﬁar-
unce orators, and every home had
heard the appeal to save the Dakotas
for termperance—and the Dakotas were
saved.

The question is now being asked, Is
Utah rendy for statehood? And the
answer will be given that the people of
Utab wiil be willing to accept the re-
sponsihilities of a soverelgn State. But
to those who are sevklng the wellure
of the people, the great quesiion is,
what kind of a Stateare we to be? [t
matterslittle when we become a Btate,
it matters everything what kindof n
State webecome, Aud If we bhaveany
intereats to be helped or hindered hy
legislation now ls the time for uato
conrider those interests, and- to secure
for them the recogmition which their
importance demands,

What is needed 1n Utah today ia an
awakening and solidifying of publie
sentiment on the moral as wel) asthe
political anu finuncial problems of the
times. We ought.to arvuse the neople
to the need of vigilance and unflinch-
ing moral courage. We must persuade
them to give their influence and
their eflorts to the right. We npeed to
teach them what is right, and to show
themm the reasons for tbinge, sothat
they will be true men when the time
for action comes,

Utabh need not he satisfed to stand
only with the least of the Nation. We
ought to have au ambition to stand
with the {oremost in all good things.
There is no reason why the morals of
tbe mountains should be below the
moraje of the plains. There is no
reason why vice should recelve less
restraint In the West than In the
East. The morals of the people of
Utah.should be equal to the best on
-God?s footstool.

In the work of moral reforim in
Utah, where reform is needed, aud of
moral culture where that is needed,
we dannot afford to stand long in-
ulring who shall lead and who will
oliow? If we muy forget the

this Territory in the interests of social
purity, of 'righteousness and salvation
for the people, do not wish to arrogate
to ourselves ivo much as the leaders of
public sentiment or the almoners of
publiec morale and virtue. But we
would be false to our own convictions
und recreant to the sacred truths jm.-
posed 1n ua by those who look to us
as thelr representatives in tbe good
work of helping those among whom
our lot is cast,were we to be indifferent
to the present pioral and spiritual in-
terests of the people of Utah. It is,
then, o all sineerity and kindnessthat
we agk, What may we expect from the
Mormon Chureh in the work of uplift.
ing the people and establishing the
best of moral cooditlons here? By
what process are we to become better
acyuainted with each other? In what
ways can we unite to asecure the high-
est good lor ourselves and our child-
ren?

If the moral sentiment of the Mor-
mon Church Is equal to the occasion,
it wiil be an ecapy task to put Utab at
the front in the nation. And with a
right heginning the future of Utah is
bright. If the Morimon Church is
erqual to its opportunity, it will gain
the admiration of the best people of
thie nation.

[t is evidently possible to make Mor-
monism harmonize with American
ideas of political guvernment. Amerl-
can ipstitutions can thrive in Ameri-
can soil. It remnalne to be scen to what
extent the moral and religious senti-
ments of Mormonism can be made, or
can be found, to harmonize with the
average eentiments of the people of
this nation. If in its readjustment to
thie changed conditions of the present,
the Mormon Church is found to be in
egsential harmony with the religloua
sentiment of the age on the moral
questipus of the tines, then will the
moral conguest of Unh be enslly ac-
complished, The machinery of the
Mormon (Jhurch is an eftlelent instru-
ment for the securing of any good to
which it may be applied. The ques-
tion now 18, to what purpose anod imo
what manuer s this machinery to be
employed?

Weare walking oo snered ground
when wesaggest the union of effort of
those who are, ot sesm to Le, separated
by reiigious convictions. But in ro far
a4 our purposes Are oune, the results of
our efforts must be the same. If we can
rise above the discord of earth, we may
enjoy the harmony of heaven. And it
im true that, if we really are the chil-
dren of God, and sincereiy desire
above all things else to do Hls will, the
hizher our purposes the nearer we
will be to each other, But if there is
any mistake in our faith, the nearer we
try to get to Christ, the more clearly
will it appear that we sre not one.
Thonse who love God and ate one with
Him, will ind themselves more and
more in harmony with all others who
love God, asthey rise in their purposes
and become Christ-like in their Hves.
But theso experiences will put them
farther away from those whose faith
does not take hold of God, or we have
no faith.

If we love virtue let us cultivate It;
it we love temperance, let us work for
it. If there ir any good thing to be
secured, let us labor to secure it. And

THE DESERET WEEK]
past, what can we do .for the|letns mot only welcorae the co.oper-
future? We who have come to{ation ofall those who desire the bf:;g.

ings which we desire for ourselves and
the people of our Territory, but let us
seek to persuale such to work with
ue, If we hold fast to the truth—to
the things which are pure and honest,
and of good report—we need have no
fear of compromising ourseives, or of
endangering the church whigh we
love, for wecan do nothing aguinst the
truth, but for the truth. o

If any one shall suggest that I ought
to propose an anewer to the problem
I have discussed, I accept I.SIO Bug-
gestion, and will say briefly, that were
I to answer the prohlem to a nop-
Mormon Audience my answer would
he substantinlly thie: Binee the
National government has required of
the Mormon people that they
must accept the civilzation of
the nineteenth century on certaino
points, 1t s in honor bound to not
ahandon that people tu the semi-
barbarism of the middleages oo other
pointa of equal importapge in the
socinl and moral conditions of the
people. As the government has re-
quired the abandonment of the poly-
gamy and church conirol in Btate affairs
it oughiggo give to the people the best
lawa on marriage any iYorce, on teni-
perance, and in regard to vice of ali
kinds. [Itought to pruvide for educa-
tion, the observance of the Hahbath,
and the religlous development of
the massen, according to the beat pen-
timent of civilized races to-dny. Any-
thing less than this is liable to PAT-
talkie more of the uature of persecutioun
than of reform, and to become s mock-
vry of virtue, of justice and of liberty.
And the pation should bring out these
reforms in such & way that the Mor-
mon people may if they will, share in
the responeibility wud tbe Jabor of sua-
faining this high standard of virtue
ant of mora] excetlence for the people
of Utab. 1

If the Mormons were to say that
they have abandoned polygamy and
church contro) in 8tate attairs, and to
axk what more ia required of thewm, [
should reply, that the Christinns of
America and those who love the best
social and moral conditions poselble
wish tn know on what points and to
what extent the Mormon ye.aple are
with them In the work of aecuring
these conditions. The question is, In
what way can we hest work together
to secure the good we all demre? The
social and moral glory of the peopie of
Utrb must e a3 bright ue the glitter of
their wenlth. The character of owr
people must be as grand as our moun-
talns, and as pure as the atreamis which
water our vaileyr. We find the stande
ard of parity and of grandeur in the
Goupel of Christ—isthat yourstandard?
Our goal is character, which, at its
beat, 1s endued with eterna) 1§fu—1s that
the goal toward which you are presa-
ing?

We cannot change the truth; you
canuot change it, Can we all accept
it nud work together consistently with
it? If we can, the future of [J1ah and
of the Mormon Chureh will be such as
comes to those who, forgetting the
things that are Lehind, press forward
toward the martk for the prize of the
bigh calling of God in" Christ Jesus,
God grant that we all, Mormons and
non-Mormous alike, may touch that
mark and secure that prize,



