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in communities where moral issues
are before the people the best results
have been secured generally where all
churches have united the strength of
their members in favor of the good
sought public meetings have been
held when the people of all churches
and those belonging to no church
have come together to discuss the sub-
ject before the people we know that
mormon people have united with non
mormonscormons inin the discussion of political
questions will they do as much or
more for the social and moral progress
of the people ofef utah

when kansas and nebraska were
struggling foror statehood the
tion was whether they should come
into the union as free states or as slave
states the question of statehood was
a political question but the question
as to the kind of states they should be
was a moralamoral question and settled by
moral forces the southern states sent
to those territories desperate nionmen to
seize that soil for slavery new eng-
land and the western states poured iu
men of character and courage to bold
the land for freedom it was a bitter
strugglegle but as a result of it kansas
and nebraska came in as free states

not long ago the dakotasdakota were
knocking at the door of the nation for
admission but those territories had
echoed with thehe eloquence of temper-
ance orators and everyevera home hadbad
heard the appeal to save the dakotas
for temperance and the dakotas were
saved

the question tois now being asked I1 Is
utah ready for statehood and the
answer will be given that the people of
utah will hebe willing to accept the re-

sponsibilities of a sovereign state but
to those who are seeking the welfare
of the people the great question is
what kind of a state are we to be it
mattersmattera little when we become a state
it matters everything what kindef a
state we become and if we have any
interests to be helped or hindered by
legislation now is the time for us to
consider those interests and to secure

L for them the recognition which their
importance demands

what tois needed in utah today is an
awakening and solidifying of public
sentiment on the moral as well as the
political anuant financial problems of the
times we ought to around the people
to the need of vigilance and unflinch-
ing moral courage we must persuade
them to give their influence and
their efforts to the right we need to
teach them what is right and to show
them the reasons for things so that
they will be true men when the time
for action comes

utah need not be satisfiedsatis fed to stand
only with the lehatleast of the nation we
ought to have an ambition to stand
with the foremost in all good things
there is no reason why the morals of
the mountains should be below the
morals of the plains there is no
reason why vice should recelreceivevelessless
restraint in the west than in the
eastbast the morals of the people of
utah should be equal to the bestbeat on
gods footstool

in the work of moral reform in
utah where reform is needed and of
moral culture where that is needed
we cannot afford to stand long in
quiring who shall lead and who will
follow if we may forget the

past what can we do for the
future we who have come to
this territory in the interests of social
purity of righteousness and salvation
for the people do not wish to arrogate
to ourselves toocoo much as the leaders of
public sentiment or the almonersal of
public morals and virtue but we
would be false to our own convictions
and recreant to the sacred truths im-
posed in us by those who look to us
as their representatives in the good
work of helping those among whom
our lot is cas we to be indifferent
to the present moral and spiritual in-
terests of the people of utah it is
then in all sincerity and kindness that
we ask what may we expect from the
mormon church in the work of uplift-
inginythethe people and establishing the
bestbeat of moral conditions here by
what process are we to become better
acquainted with each other in what
ways can we unite to secure the high-
estestwoodgood for ourselves and our child-
ren

if the moral sentiment of the mor-
mon church is equal to the occasion
it will be an easy task to put utah at
the front in the nation and with a
right beginning the future of utah is
bright if the mormon church is
equal to its opportunity it will gain
the admiration of the best people of
this nation

it ier evidently possible to make mor-
monism harmonize with american
11ideasdeas of political government ameri-
can institutions can thrive in ameri-
can sosoilil it remains to be seen to what
extent the moral and religious senti-
ments of mormonism can be made or
can be found to harmonize with the
average sentiments of the people of
this nation if in its readjustment to
the changed conditionsconditionsfof the present
the mormon church is found to be in
essential harmony with the religious
sentiment of the age on the moral
questions of the times then will the
moral conquest of utah be easily ac-

complishedcomplis hedheti the machinery of the
mormon church is an efficient lustrainstru-
ment for the securing of any good to
which it may be applied the ques-
tion now is to what purpose antiand in
what manner is this machinery to be
employed

we are walking on ground
when we suggest the union of effort of
those who are oi01 seem to be separated
by religious convictions but in so far
as our purposes are one the results of
our efforts must be the same if we can
risrise above the discord of earth we may
enjoy the harmony of heaven anaitand it
is true that itif we really are the chil
dren of god and sincerely desire
above all things else to do his will the
higher our purposes the nearer we
will be to each other but if there is
any mistake in our faith the nearer we
try to get to christ the more clearly
will it appear that we are not one
those who love god and are one with
him will find themselves more and
more
love god as they rise in their purposes
and become christ like in their lives
but these experiences will put them
farther away from those whose faith
does not take hold of god or we have
no faith

if we love virtue let us cultivate it
itif we love temperance let us work for
it if there is any good thing to be
secured let us labor to secure it and

let us not only welcome the co00cooperoper
ationooffaliall those who desire the bless
ings which we desire for ourselves and 3

the people of our territory but let usua
seek to perspersuade such to work with
us if we hold fast to the truth to
the things which are pure and honeskihonesty
and of good report we need have no

s

fear of compromising ourselves or of0endangering the church which wjwe 5

love for we can do nothnothinging against the 1

truth but for the truth
if any one shall suggest that I1 ought T

to propose an answer to the prproblem
I1 have discussed I1 accept the sugaug

and will say briefly that were
I1 to aanswernnw 0 r tthehe Pproblemroble m to a non
mormon audience my answer would
be substantially this since the
national government has required of
the mormon people that they
must accept tthehe civilization of
the nineteenth century on certain
points it is in honor bound to not
abandon that people to the deml
barbarism of the middle ages on other
points of equal importance in th
social and moral conditions of the
people As the government has rrei
quiren the abandonment of the poly-
gamy and church control in state
it oudho give to the people the bestbeat
laws on marriage and divorce on terntem
perance and in regard to vice of all
kinds it ought to provide
tion the observance of the sabbath
and the religiousreligions development of
the massesmanes according to the beetbeat senaen

of civilized races todayto day anyt-
hing less than this is liable to par-
take more of the nature of persecution
than of reform and to become a mock-
ery of virtue of justice and of liberty
and the nation should bring out these 1reforms in such a way that the mor-
mon people may if they will share in
the responsibility and the labor of sueaua

this high standard of virtue
and of moral excellence for the people
of utah

if the mormonscormons were to say thatthey have abandoned polygamy and
church control in state affairs and to
ask what more is required of them X

should reply that the christianschristiana 0of
america and those who love the beetbeat
social and moral conditions possible i
wish to know on what points and to
what extent the mormon pepiepeople are
with them in the work of securing
these conditions the question laIs in
what way can we bestbeat work together
to secure the good we all desire thefoe
social and moral glory of the people of
utah must hebe asaa bright as the glitter of
their wealth the character of oter 1

people must be as grand as our moun
bains and as pure as the streams
water our valleys we find the stand i

ard of purity and of grandeur in thea 1

gospel of christ is that your stanstandarddarcW
our goal tois character which at itshitaj
beetbeat is enduedensued with eternal life Is ththat
the goal toward which you are breaw JI
ing q

we cannot change the truth you
1
I

cancannotnot change it can we all accept
it and work together consistently wilelul
it if becanwe can the future of utahUtahanealfil
of the mormon church will be such asaa
comes to those who forgetting the
things that are behind press forward
toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of clod in christ jeada
god grant that we all mormonscormons and
non mormonscormons alike may touch thatthac
mark and secure that prize
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