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tollowed and located at< Kirtland,
‘Ohio., Im 1831 they numbered about
2000 souls, a fact which gives sonie
-idea ot the progress of the work in its
first year. Later a conference was
held in Jackson county, Missouri,
svbere the Saints had been directed to
build up Zion. Joseph 8mith declared
that the whole American continent
waa the land of Zlon, but that Jackson
-county was the particular place where
Zion should be built up. There
shou!d Ue reared by the tribe of Joseph
a g¢reat city oalled the INew Jeru-
salem, while the old Jerusalem was to
-be rebuilt on the eastern continent by
the other tribes of Israel. The word ot
Micah should then be fulfilled: ‘it
‘shall come to pass that the mountain of
the house of the Lord shall be estab-
lighed in the top ofthe mountaine, and
it ghall be exalted above the bille; and
people shall flow unto it. And many
nations shall come and say, ‘Come and
let us goup to the mcu- tain of the
Lord, and to the house of the God of
Jacob;
ways, and we will walk in his pathe;
for the taw shall go fort ot
Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.” Joseph Smith
designated the spot where the city and
Temple of Zion ebould be built, and in
the summer of 1331 the Iand was con-
secrated for that purpose and for the
-gathering of the Balnts.

In 1883 our people were driven put of
Jackron county. The Saints were
misunderstood and misrepresented,
then as now, It was rsaid that they
‘had come to Missouri to forcibly dis-
possess the earlier settlers of their
homies, and the rumor was circulated
that their intention was to unite with
the Indians in Indian Territory (now
Kansas) for the purpose of carrylng
out this design. The truth was, how-
.ever, that the 8aints had been com-
manded to purghase the land and to
-Oppress No one.

They were to gcommit no overt act.
Their mission was one of peace. They
were to Jift up a standard of peace tu
allnations., They taught the Indians
to cease their ware and bloodebed and
to Lecome civilized. The Book .of
Mormon taught them that the Indians
were their brethren, descendants of
Joseph, to whom God had given this
Jand as an inheritance; that these In-
diatis, today so loathsome and degrad-
ed, would yet become a white and de-
lightsome people and take part in the
building up of Zion. This was the
‘message the ““Mormon’’ Hlders con-
wveyed to he Indlapne. Theré was not
theslightest thoughi of stirring them
up to war againat the Gentiles,

Another charge was that the Baints
.believed in the abolition of regro
plavery. This wae sufficient to blacken
‘their characters in the eyes of the Mis-
souriane, most of whom were from
the South, They were also accused of
communlsm, which was falsely said to
inclnde not only their property, but
thelr wives. They were also cbarged
with being poor, and the Missourians
-of that peried had no use for poor peo-
sple. The consequence was that in the
fall of 1833, the Saints, pumbering
from twelve to fifteen hundred souls,
were driven, with fire and sword, from
Jackeon County. They have never
since been permitted to return and pos-
sess ther Iands in that lecality.

But the work of God wenton. Mes-

apnd He will teach usof his |,
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sengers were sent acrcas the sea, the
Britiah Mission was opened, and the
word of the Prophet Micah began to be
fulfilted. The people of other naticns
commenced to flogk to Zion. Joseph
Bmith bad been told at. the outset of
his career that his name should be
spoken both well and evilly of among
aill nations. Today we can see how
this has been fulfilled., The Prophet’a
fame, from being unknown outside his
pnative vilinge, hae become the property
of two hemispherer,

1n 1238 Far West was founded io
Caldwell county, Missouri. In the lat.
ter part of the year, the Baints num-
bered 15,000 in that State alone, be-
sides thousands in Great Britain and
the several Btates of the Urlo~. [n ihe
winter of 1838-9 ocourred the exodus
trom Missouri; the entire community,
men, women and children being fore-
ibly ejected from their homes, under
the inbuman order of Governor
Boggs, that the ‘“Mormons’ must be
exterminated or driven from the State.
in was for differing religiously and
politically with the Missourians. They
pext founded Nauveo, in Illinols,
which was at one time the most densely
populated city in that State, and waa
talked of as the coming capltal, while
Chicago was little more than a village.

In 1846 owing to troubles similar to
those in Missuri, and after the murder
of the Prophet Joseph anu his brother
Hyrum, the Church waa compelled to
flee into the.wilderness. Halting on
the Miscouri river, theéir march west-
ward was delayed by the eniistment of
590 of their best men sent to help the

United States in the war with Mexico. .

Hence the “*Mormon?! Piloneers could
not commence their pr« jected journey
to the Rocky mountaius till the follow-
ing spring.

In 1847 Brigham Young atthe head
of 143 pioneers started- for the West

and entered this valley 1o July.
They were told by Colonel Bridg-
er, an experienced mountaineer,
that they ought not to think

of planting a colony in this valley
unfil it had been demonstrated that
grain could be raized here, Balt Lake
valley was then a wilderness of sage-
brush and sand, the paradise of the
lizard, the oricket and the rattleenake.
He suid he would give $1000 for the
first ear of corn grown here. Cache
valley, although cold, was thought to
be the most promising #pot in which
lo logate. Butin spite ot tbe barren
condition of the eountry and the ad vice
received us to colonization, Brigham
Young declared that this valley was
the one firat to be settled. He had seen
it in & vision. A tent had settled down
from heaven, and a voice had declared
to him: *‘Here ie tbe place where my
pecple Israel shell pitch their tents.*!
The world cau.now see that he was
right. Today there are about 200,000
in the Church, and the work accom-
pliahed has been done by a people des-
pieed and downtrodden, ‘‘scattered
and peeled” from the beginning. They
have redeemed a Jdesert, colonized the
waste places, dotted the iandscape with
citier, towns, villages, farms, flelds and
vineyards, enthroning civilization in
the midst of solitude and sterility. The
speaker was reminded of the testl-
mony of one who came among U8 Rome
years since, Mr. Phil Robinson, a cele-
brated Englishman, who sald to the
Geutiler, in his correspondence (o &
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great New York paper: “Yousay the

Mormons are deluded; that their re-
ligion is a delusion and a fraud; but I
defy you tostand upon the bench of
Cache Valley and survey the scene
spread out before you, towns and
villages, flelde and farme atretching
out in every direction on what waa
once a desert, and say In your heart
with truth and honesty, that Mor-
monism is either a fraud or a failure.*?

We have grown little by littie, as a
enowball rolling fromethe summit of
mouutain, increasing till it be-
comes an avalanche filling the whole
valley below, or as a tiny trickling
stream among the mountain tops, los-
ing itself, but again re-appearing and
finally furming a torrent or a mighty
river hastening on to the ccean, that
bears upon ite hbeaving bosom the com-
merce of the nations. And our growth
bas pot only been in numbers apd in
temporal works, but in spiritual things
an well.

This Church was founded gon
the rcck of revelation. God has
given us line upon line, precept

upon precept, for our guidance. There
has never been a time in which God
has ceased to speak to His people.
Continuous revelation 1s always neces-
sary, for God’s people must he pro-
gressive. They outgrow old forme.
Principles remain, but forms and
reguljations change,. and the people
must keep pace with th® march of
progress, (od intended that. For iz-
stance, first we read only of Deacons,
Teachers and KEiders in the Church.
High Priests and Bishops were un-
known up to a year after the organpijza-
tion at Fayette, and the Heventies und
the Twelve Aposties were called four
years luter. Home of the Saints were
very much tried because, a ter the
organization of the lesser quorums, the
higher quorums were added, such as
the Seventies, High Priests, A poatles
and finally, the First Presidency, with
Prestdents of Stakes and High
The faith of some of the
early Elders waa hardly equa) to these
changes,

Onpe man—the speaker thought it was
David Whitmer—had said he aceepted
a!ll the revelations given through
Joseph 8Bmith up to the year 1829,
becsuse these were received through
the medium of a certain seer-stghe, but
he rejected the following revelations
because they were not 80 commun!-
cated, and be deciared that these did
not harmonize with the previous ppes.
Others had’taken similar ground, only
fixing the 1imit somewhat later. ‘Two
gentlemen from Jackson county had
recently visited 8alt Liake City: They
belonged to the Hedrickitea or the
Church of Chris:, Theirorigin was
thie: Someof the Nauvoo Baints had
pot faith emough to follow Brigham
Young and the main body |nto the
wilderness,but remained behind. One
of there wrsan Elder named Hedrick.
He and some of hig friends in 1862,
while fasting and praying, received,
they eay, a command te return in the
yenr 1867 to Jackeon county. They
did so and purchased a portion of the
dedicated Jand. The Temple ground
is now in thelr handsand they have
built a meeting house thereon.

Other factions, many years after the
Prophet’s death, rallied round young
Joseph 8mlith, claiming to be the ret _

organized church of Jesus Cbris-




