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followed and located at Kittkirtlandland
ohio in 1831 they numbered about
2000 souls a fact which gives somegome
idea of the progress of the work thin its
first year later a conference was
held in jackson county missouri
where the saintssaint had been directed to
build up zion joseph smith declared
that the whole american continent
was the land of zion but that jackson
county was the particular place where
zion should be built up there
should be reared by the tribe of joseph
a preatgreat city called the new jeru-
salem while the old jerusalem was to
be rebuilt on the eastern continent by
the other tribes of israel the word of
micah should then be fulfilled it
shall come to pass that the mountain of
the house of the lord shall be estab-
lished in the top of the mountains and
it shall be exalted above the cilip and
people shall flow unto it and many
nations shall come and say come and
letat us go up to the mou tain of the
lord and to the house of the god of
jacob audand he willwili teach us of his
ways and we will walk in his paths
for the lawjaw shall go forth otof
zion and the word of the lord
from jerusalem joseph smith
designated the spot where the city and
temple of zion should be built and in
the summer of 18811831 the land was con-
secratedsec rated for that purpose and for the
gathering of the saints

in 18831893 our people were driven out of
jackson county the saints were
inismisunderstoodunderstood and misrepresented
then as now it was saidpaid that they
had come to missouri to forcibly dis-
possess the earlier settlers of their
homes and the rumor was circulated
that their intention was to unite with
the indiansindiana in indian territory now
kansas for the purpose of carrying
out this design the truth was how-
ever that the saints had been com-
manded to purchase the land and to
oppress no one

they were to commit no avert act
their mission was one of peace they
were to lift up a standard of peace to
all nations they taught the indians
to cease their warsware audand bloodshed and
to lecomebecome civilized the book of
mormon taughtcaught them that the indians
were their brethren descendants of
joseph to whom god had given this
landjand as an inheritance that these in-
dians today so loathsome and degrad-
ed would yotyet become a white and de-
lightsome people and take part in the
building up of zion this was the
message the mormon elders con-
veyed to hebe indiansindiana there was not
the slightest thought of stirring them
up to war against the gentiles

another charge was that the saints
believed in the abolition of negro
slavery this was sufficient to blacken
their characters in the eyes of the mis
sosour lans most of whom were from
the south they were also accused of
communism which was falsely said to
include not only their property but
their wives they were also charged
with being poor and the missouriansMissour ians
of that period bad no use for poor peo-
ple the consequence was that in the
fall of 1888 the saints numbering
from twelve to fifteen hundred souls
were driven with fire and sword from
jackson county they have never
since been permitted to return andand pos-
sess ther lands ioin that locality

but the work of god went on mesmee

were sentgent across the sea the
british mission waswaa opened and the
word of thehe PropprophetbLet aloah began to be
fulfilled the people of other nations
COMMecommencedDeed to flock to zion joseph
smith hadbad been told at the outset oiof
his career that his name should be
spoken both well and evilly of among
all nations today we can see how
this has been fulfilled the prophetspropheta
fame from being unknown outside hishie
native village has become the property
of two hemispheres

in 1838 far west was founded ioin
caldwell county missouri in the lat-
ter

at
part of the year the saints num-

bered in that state alone be-
sides thousands in great britain and
the several states of the utui 10 in the
winter of 1838 9 occurred the exodus
from missouri the entire community
men women and children being forc-
ibly ejected from their homes under
the inhuman order of governor
boggs that the mormonscormonsMor mons must be
exterminated or driven from the state
this was for differing religiously and
politically with the Missourmissouriansians they
next founded nauvoo in illinois
which was at one time the most densely
populated city in that state and was
talkedbalked of as the coming capital while
chicago was little more than a village

in 1846 owing to troubles similar to
those in missuriMieMipsurisurl and after the murder
of the prophet joseph and his brother
hyrum the church was compelled to
flee into thewilderness halting on
the missouri river their march west-
ward was delayed by the enlistment of

of their best men sent to help the
united states in the war with mexico
hence the mormon li pioneers could
not commence their journey
to the rockybocky mountainsmountaha till the follow-
ing spring

in 1847 brigham young at the head
of pioneers started for the west
and entered this valley in july
they were told by colonel bridg-
er an experienced mountaineer
that they ought not to tainithink
of planting a colony in this valley
until it hadbad been demonstrated that
grain could be raised here salt lake
valley was then a wilderness of sage-
brush and sand the paradise of the
lizard the cricket and the rattlesnake
he said he would give 1000 for the
first ear of corn grown here cache
valley although cold was thought to
be the most promising spot in which
to locate but in spite of the barren
condition of the country and the advice
received as to colonization brigham
young declared that this valley was
the first to be settled he had seenmen
it in a vision A tent hadbad settled down
from heaven and a voice bad declared
to him heretohere is the place where my
people israel shall pitch their tents

the world can now see that he was
right today there are about
in the church and the work accom-
plished has been done by a people des-
pised and downtrodden scattered
and peeled from the beginning they
have redeemed a desert colonized the
waste places dotted the landscape with
cities towns villages farms fields and
vineyardsvineyard ententhroningbroning civilization in
the midst of solitude and sterilityty the
speaker was reminded of the teatesti-
mony

ti
of one who came among us some

years since mr phil robinson a cele-
brated englishman who said to the
gentiles in hisbin correspondence to a

great new york paper you say the
mormonscormons are deluded that their re-
ligion isia a delusion and a fraud but I1
defy you to stand upon the bench of
cache valley and survey the scene
spread out before you towns and
villages fields and farms stretching
out in every direction on what was
once a desert and say in your heartbe art
with truth and honesty that mor-
monism isin either a fraud or a failure PY

we have grown little by little as a
snowball rolling fromothe summit of
mountain increasing till it be
comes an avalanche filling the whole
valley below or as a tiny trickling
stream among the mountain tops los
ing itself but again reappearingappearingre and
finally forming a torrent or a mighty
river hastening on to the ocean thatbat
bears upon its heaving bosom the corncoln
merce of the nations and our growth
has not only been in numbers and in
temporal works but in spiritual things
as well

this church was founded on
the reekrcck of revelation god as
given us line upon line precept
upon precept for our guidance there
has never been a time in which god
has ceased to speak to hitthia people
continuous revelation is always neces-
sary for gods people must be pro
gressive they outgrow old forms
principles remain but forms and
regulations change and the people
must keep pace with the march of
progress god intended that porfor in-
stance first we read only of deacons
teachers and elders in the church
high priests and bishops were un-
known up to a year after the organiza-
tion at fayette and the seventies and
the twelve apostles were called four
years later some of the saints were
very much tried because a ter the
organization of the lesser quorumsqu the
higher quorums were added such imas
the seventies high priests apostles
and finally the first presidency with
presidents of stakes and high

councilscouncile the faith of some of the
early elders was hardly equal to thesebese
changes

one man the speaker thought it was
david weltmer had said he accepted
all the revelations given through
joseph smith up to the year 1829
because thesetheme were received through
the medium of a certain seer but
he rejected the following revelations
because they were not so communi-
cated and he declared that these did
not harmonize with the previous ones
others had taken similar ground only
fixing the limit somewhat later two
gentlemen from jackson county hadbad
recently visited salt lake city they
belonged to the Hedric kites or the
church of christ their origin was
thisthie some or the nauvoo saints hadbad
not faith enough to follow brigham
young and the main body into the
wilderness but remained behind one
of thesetheme an elder named hedrick
he and some of hisbli friends in 1862
while fasting and praying received
they saymay a command to return in the
year 1867 to jackson county they
did so and purchased a portion of the
dedicated land the temple ground
is now in their hands and they have
built a meeting bousehouse thereon

other factions many years after the
prophets death rallied round young
joseph smith claiming to be the ret
organized church of jesus chris


