
septsep J199 THE DESERET
mistersmasters will and do it not who are to
be beaten with manymaby stripes the
mere understanding of right does not
hinder the doing of wrongwron but eftet he
knowledge makes the sin more fla-
grant many a drunkard will imbibe
knowing that it11 is both slutsinfulul against
god and destructive to idshis own body it

ft tois thehe same with other offoffensesoffeneasessea against
avine and human lave

the will of god is always right the
will of man Is often wrong yet the
lord has respect to the agency which
he has bestowed upon mankmankindad and
Walle1 ae his spirit will prompt and guide
aandlle inspire and light to man it
will not aaalwayslways strive with him and
doesdoe motsnot ever torceforce him even proprophe-
cy

be
which comes not by the willwill of

man is within the control of the
mind impressed and the spirit of the
prophets is thus subject unto the
prophets I1 I1 their utterance is not comcoin
ulsery their agency is not invaded

it
choose to dudo so the will of man is
independent in its sphere even as the
will of god is in its sphere they
should ualunite but that they do not is a
truth beyond rational dispute
the baurch olof jesus christ of lat

ter day saintssaint commonly called the
mormon Churchurchbli itis built upon the

mutual recognition of divine and hu
matma t it is founded on the rev
elandusof the mostmoat high god and
hishl son jesus christ their volun-
tary acceptance by fliehe church
establishes them as the doctrinesdoctrints
of tue church no matter how true
right and divine they may be in and of
themselves they are not the doctrines
of theibe church until accepted hyby tilethe
Clichurch it is tha same nithalith the
church authorities gudgod confers the
priesthood for it comes from him it
114 divine anauthorityt arity but that authority
most b voluntarily recognized by taeme
church before it can be exercised
therein
at the of thetha church

joseph smith and oliver cowdery bad
to be accepted as elders by the meia
bersbere composing the body before they
could act in that capacity to the
Cchurchburch although they hadbad been called
by the voice of god and ordained to
the apostleship by heavenly messen-
gers toeone of the earliest revelations
to the C hurch upon the subject of
church government I1 given laIs april
low

0
o no person is to be ordained to any

office in this church where there is
a teguregularlybarly organorganizedfied branch of the
same without the vote of0 that
church

the elders arefare toio receive theirlytheir li-
censes from other elders by vote of the
church to which thy belong or from
the conferences I1 pocdoc

A man may be a prophet called
bod and endowed with all the gift an
powers of a moses and yet until ac-
cepted by the body of the ChUrchurgancharchgah 00h
cannot preside over them in anany ca
opacity it is the right of the people to
saybay whether they will havetrave him to pre
rideide over them or not the conse
quinceslu paces of rejecting him will of course
hebe theirs prophets sent of god have
been rejected time and again bybv the
people to whom they wereware sent I1evenyen
jeans the christ came to MRhi own
40am hisbis own received him not he
WMwax the son of god but they were not
compelled to accept him

onoil the of january 16411841 a reve
wienlien was given inn the lordjord
named and ovegave to the church its
general authorities from joseph

to be a presiding eldera trans-
lator a revelator a seer and a proph-
et down through all the grades of
viethe priesthood to the deacons quorum
but the right of the church to their
voice in the matter was thus divinely
recognized

id a46 commandment I1 give unto
44 ahyouyou should fall11 all these offices0meces

apababatI1proveapprove qtof those names wwhichb I1
ivee mentionedlentionmentioneded ow01 else disapprovedisappiove of

my general 1 dococ
md coy secgee

this tois thoo democratic and cor-
responds with the general rulerole laid
down for the government of the ahu rob
lathe beginning in july 18801830 1inn a
revelation the lord said

and all things shall be donedene by com-
mon consent in the church by much
prayer and faith foror all things you
hall receive by faith doc and cov

see bravi
alce a year at the general confer-

ences the church authorities are pre
PMW for the vote of the body of thecaburchh some may regard this as aamaare formim but it is a solemn realrealityalty

hli veryerT act ol01of calling torfor both at
aiicelve andadd lienegativedaive votes on every
ayn t I1announcementllin ofts ol01 t ao70 f the members

fa ile ti if ain ann op
oki eai orVeleri actioncbuonist weaeu

on e officers
agte tthee Wt wa fitSWd andwardand wardVard
organizationsiza to 0 bishop

appointedpointed without the vote of ththee
peoplevie mongamong whom he is to officiate

should come from Ggodod
ofalgD hisbis authority sodand the acceptacceptanceance

deetion should be freely manifee
by the people specially interestedin the councils of the priesthood

breedombaidom of expression is or ought to
box encouQu raged the rights of all are

eteded bby hheaveneave n and due provi
mademaL e toforor their exercise oneh it I1if adt true thattie mor

theayt tterice df a
danso in tthee is the

0 I1 the lord iterations by
C to the church come

4 0tvi ought the man upheld and sus
by the body as the president

NUO alone holds the keys of that aau
by the will of gad and thehe

common consent of the church and
hebe holds noBO absolute irresponsible
and arbitrary powers 14 the church
does not receive what he brings forth
hebe has no power to compel their action
even as liehe has no power to force their
belief

the very idea of compulsion tyran
ay coercion otof any kind is foreign to
the genius ot mormonism ll11 itif any
man holding authority has attempted
to exercise it by torce hebe has gone
astray from the spirit of hishid call-
ino ane gospel is a perfect law of
liberty the church has rulesroles reg-
ulationsions discipline butbat they have
been adopted hy common consent
those who will not be governed by
them can go outside the church and
act as they please no one will compel
thernthem to act as the church discipline
requires or prevent their withdrawal
there arechurch courts or councils torfor
the settlement of individual difficulties

trans
sors but the utmost penalty they can
enforce Is excommunication they can-
not tinefine or imprison or in any way in

with theahe liberty of the of-
fender

in political affairs the church cuts
no figure as an organization its pre-
siding officers however can give their
advice upon any matter affecting the
welfare of the members flyby
tion they have been commanded to up-
hold all constitutional laws of the
land and to seek and SU AMU for public
office good men and wise men
dutyduly they have a legal rightrightaW perform
they claim no other the voting
popoyerpoweryer of the people is atee under
the local laws a strictly secret ballot
protects that ffreedomreedo na beyond rational
cavil influential denofmen of the churchchuich
have their rights as citizens in common
with others and one of those rightieright is
the choice of men for office and the
free expression of that choice butbat
they do not attempt to force their
views upon others nor pretend that
they have the right to do so by virtue
of any ecclesiastical authority either
held or assumed

here is the word of the lord in re-
gard to the powers olof the priesthoodpt lesthood
which they hold as mandatoryinand alory upon
them and as prohibitory olof the exer-
cise of any species of ddespotism

anono power or influence can or ought
to be maintained by virtue of the
priesthoodPriest hodd only by persuasion by
long suffering oy gentleness and
meemeeknessguess and by love unfeigned bby
kindkindnessdess and pure knowledge whichchic
shall greatly enlarge thy soul without
hypocrisy and without guile

the theory then the doctrine the
genius of ai mormonMor church govern
ment is not in any sense absolutismor
the role of a ierfew over the marly by
priestly dictation it is in very deed
ndad truth a ebeo democracy and

powerpowar I1a in the hands of the bodybod of
the people to have justjuat such frastpresidinging
0talofficersaers and asuch Ch re ra s aas
theyy waulwul but they hebelieveineve in the
revrevelationselat iori given taror their guidancelance
and have fafaitht thatat when it biebecomescomes
necessary the lord will manifest
again through the appointed bead
whom they recorecognizeguize in that capacity
such things as are not already rrevealede
torfor their church government when
such revelation comes itif they receive
it as TIdivinevine the faithfulal amonamong them
will endeavor to carry it into effecte A act
but all retain their agency and can re-
ceive or reject as they may choose
the resliresultit of0 their setsacts will be ac-
cording tota tbell deserts

withoutitsou thiethe ower olof agency there
could be pw ast judgment foror the
deeds done in thettke body itawrewardard and
punishments are predicated quon this
powerower there is nothing in the churchtto arrest or curtailcartall its exercise and
therefore eyers mormon is friefree
he is free in filthfaith free toin works treefree
in religion free in politics and if hebe
jiveshyes by bililscreed he is tree from every-
thing that brings the soul intointa bonbond1agage he will be glad and thankful to
rereceiveC

ejiu e I1ivinedivine guidance and to renderreader
cheerful obedience to the decrees of
heaven gatbut indoing so he will exercise
that agency whi Chj6 abtshis right as an in
tetellilUgent n sible beng and not ingema
the opspiritt of oo00bondagee as a4 sserfrf lie is a
sonSOB of god anTheireir 0off salvationsalvat ioa sadand
his desire is to bbee onedithone with the father
living and acting in harmony with the
divineivine spirit and the divine purpose
for in that laIs the greatest present loyjoy
and the assurance otof everlasting hap-
piness and glory in worlds without
end

historical LANDMARKS

anam interesting communication
from independence the hen

josephitesJosephltes pray
irson the consecrated spot

itald the thedas
iaci6 fate btbf notorious
craw 1

1 Ifitt
jackson co MO10

september 1910

editor Ife seret news
after au i safe and pleasant journey

over mountains and plains elders
edward stevenson jos S black and
andrew jenson arrived in kansas city
on the evening of september ath and
immediately secured in dpa privateavate
nottaeia a of the city yaehe
next morning sanday september 9

alfiler caell ai on the lord inaa earnest
aasribaEdeevhimm foghis aid protea

thopion and gg e in performing our
missions successsuccessfullylully we went by rail
to independence the place where
we hadbad arrarrangedangea to commence our
operations with solemn feelings wt
wendedbended our way to the public square

where a magnificentmaghieent court house mccu
pies the site of the small one that was
known to the saints in 1831 33 when
we remembered that it was on that
square the mob assembled with mur-
derous intent and decided to drive
the innocent saints away fromdorn their
homes and posse eLInsins that bishop
edward partridge and brother allenalien
were cruelly stripped and tarred and
feathered etcie could hardly refrain
from shedding tears especially when
we remembereQett that this goedl y land
of zion is still in the possession of ouraur
enemies independence iss now a
town of about inhabitants rostmost
of the business houseshoused are clustered
around the public square while abarge
number of handsome private rexresi-
dences and a few stately churches be-
longing to various denominations
adorn the more distant parts

there are one daily and two weekly
papers published in independence
the country consists of
gently rolling lauds the sousoil being
rich very fertile and of an alluvial
character springs of purepare crystal
water are found gushing oat from the
hillsideshill sides and grovescroves of the finest tim-
ber of all kinds add to the magnifi-
cence of the scenery of the alley
covered with a flueflaeflae quality of blue
grass

from the court house square we
proceeded westward to the temple lot
and arrived there just as the hendrick
ites were emerging from their little
meeting husehauae onn the northeast corner
of the lot after holding religious ser-
vice we were introduced to their
leading men and spent part of the day
very pleasantly iuin conversing with
them about the principles ofodthethe gos-
pel they treated us with great kind-
ness and finally invited us to preach in
their little meeting house the follow-
ing monday evening Inthein the afternoon
we attenattendeddid a josephite prayer meet-
ing toin which elder stevenson bore a
powerful testimony of the divine mis-
sion of the prophet Josephjoseph tiethe giftsgif to
and blemings of the gospel etc the
congregation listened with breathless
attention and afterafterthethe meeting a num 1

lierber of people cocked around uaas anxious
tolo enter into friendly conversation and
hear of the progress we were making
in the valleys of toe mountains they
had rejoiced in the testimony borne
no docot gecozarecognizingazin 11 therein the voice
of me true shepherd something that
hadbad the right ring calculated to glad-
den their hearts and prepare them to

truths the josephitesJ
cumbenumbe COO souls in I1independ-
ence andd holdbold public meetings three
times every sunday in their brick
meeting housebouse east of the court housebouse
butbat they arare now erecting a fide church
immediately north otof and facing the
ternTemppielelotlot conversedwe con versed with sev-
eral who seemed to be wavering in their
belief apparently not ned with
themselves nor their organized church
but showed great interest rin the ad-
vanced we hadbad to proclaim
others showed that tAtbitternesstorness and
acirit of antagonism characterizing
their people generally there are
many good and honest persons in their
midst who no doubt in due time will
see the error of their way and tallfall lain
line with the true priesthood of god
now upon the earth after conversing
with members of the josephite and
HendricHeadrickkiteite factions until after dark
and making we think a good and last-
ing ilDimpression upon them for they
followed us wherever we went and
were unwilling to part with us

we proceeded to the temple
lot selected 441 suitable place in
the tall gras and there while still-
ness reigned this scored spot
wevve towed the knee and poured out the
contentscontents of our hearts and prayed
earnestly for the redemption of alonion
torfor the increased power ofQ the priest-
hood of bod upon the earth for our
own success for our families that we
had left at komehome etc auror hearts were
tilled with joy abdand ahethe inspiration of
heaven seeded to restrefit upon usue until
we felt taW prophesy in the name of
thefordthe ord that not panymany years bebee
the way shall bee opened torfor the return
of thetlaye saints to tae good and holy
land where once theoe barden of
edenede where theane greatgreat prophet of the

gentery communed with
jehovah where the new jerusalem
shillshall be guilt and a temple reared to
the name of the most high in this
generation

weW prayed 0 lord remember thy
words and let not zion suffer forever
hasten herber redemption and let thy
name be glorified in thevictory of truth
and righteousness over sin and iniqui-
ty confound the enemies of thy peo-
ple and let zion be treefree after prayer
we Beturned to our quarters in kansas
city well satisfied

on de morning of monday we
took a street cable car to the out-
skirts of the city from where we
walked toin a southeasterlysouth easterly direction to
the big blue the reader will remem-
ber that it waswaa on that stream the
Oolesville branch and other saints loc-
ated in 1831 and ebat on the 2ndand of
Aaugustu st ot the year mentioned joa
sepaept smith the prophet and elev-
en other imenmen in honor ofI1
the twelve tribes of israel carried ANand
placed in position the firstfiret lo10logg for a
bouseouse as a coincommencementmercein ent lorfor the
buildingbuild ing of zion in this
theabo big blue is quiquite a large but slug-
gish stream which arises in johnson
county kansas enters jackson coun-
ty missouri from the west and then
chaffreschaff its course northward winding
through the fields and farms about
half way between kansas city and in-
dependencedence fentrescentrescenoentres in going up the
hillhil traveling east after having crossed
the bridge overdver the big blue on the
westport and independence road a
few hundred feet north of0 where the

terryferry overoter the big blue mentioned
in church history once was we
turned astasle to an old farm housebouse
where we benedhappened off an old bisou i

who boasted of having been
an enemy to the cormonsmormonsMor mons torfor over
fifty years says he 1 I was but a
boy when the mormonscormonsMor mons were
expelled from jackson county but by
G d I1 was old enough to shouldersnouldedeg a
gun and help drive them out 11

we asked him what the mormonscormonsMor mons
hadbad done to the old settlers which
merited so brutal a treatment and
especially wanted him to tell us his
own personal experience with them
yo20 11 says he they did not molest
me for I1 was so young but they did
others he then related how one of
the saints claimed to have received a
revelation authorizing him to steal
another mans cow and that the mis-
sourian thus imposed upon retaliated
by killing the mormon and this was
the commencement of the hostilities
between the saints and the mis
soursou lansrians in jackson county of
course bur knowledge of the true
history of the affair prevented us
from accepting the statement as true
we did not however considconsiderejr
it wise to enter into any argument
with him but proceeded to ask him
other questions

he then informed us that old col
pitcher who took an active part
against the saints in 1833 died abbat a
year ago as a pauper not only did liehe
die poor but luringduring his last days he
was shunned and deserted by all
even hisbis own childrchildren neglected to
care for him it went so far that some
of the neighbors proposed to take up a
subscription in order to raise slsufficient
means to hire a negro from karsas
city to wait on him until hebe died but
before the darkey came he breathed his
last in the midst of filth and misery
he was once a wealthy manmanautbut during
the late civil war hisbig property was
burned by the enemy and liehe reduced
to poverty thus he seemed to have
received his just due for the cruel
part hebe took in mobbing the saints and
burning their housesbouses in 1833

it may be proper to state here that
nearlnearly every house on both sides of
the gigbig blue the very section olof
country eliere about houses be-
longing to the saints were burned in
the beginning of 18311834 were destroyed
during the guerrilla and bushwackerss
campaign at01 terror in the time ot the
late civil war it was a war between
nneighbors and neighborhoods and toethe
whole section of country was laid
waste so mr mason informed us his
own housebouse was burned with the rest

in answer to our inquiry he also told
us that moses Wilson the old
general notoriously known in the
persecutions in missouri died many
years ago iu texas as a drunkard
gambler and genuine vagabond de-
spised by all who knew him

what became of simuel owens
who had so narrow an escape tramiram
drowning in the missouri river while
fighting the mons in we
asked sam owens replied mr
mason why be wab the only man
killed in tiethe battle with the mexicans
near the city of chihuahua in lai1846 lieile
had justjast received bad newynews trow home
informing him that hisbis son inlawiu law
had committed the crime of
murder and mr owens felt so
bad about it that hebe immediately tilledfilled
himself with brandybraudy plunged heedlesbeedlesF
ly into a nandhand to hand conflict with
the mexicans during which he was
killed according to his own wish torfor
he said before starting that he wanted
to fioao to hellbell at once knowing as hebe did
that tiehe would have to go there sowesome
day anyway

such was the fate of this old
who persecuted the saints so un-

mercifully during the jackson andand
clayI1 ay countycomaty troubles mr mason our
informantformant lives on a farmfarin whichwatch
once belongedbelongea to the saints
liehe is seventy one years otof aseae
and although liehe was bitter against tilethe
saints he seemed pleased with being
able to point out to us the various
bends on the big Blue where the hum-
ble log cabins ofc the sainta once
sstood t ataf several points there are still
remnants to be found of the obichimneysraney 8
and foundationsbut not a single house
is known to be in existence the resi-
dence of brother joshua lewis in
which the church held its fifth gen-
eral conference aug crumbled
tote pieces years ago that was one of
the few buildingsbuildinga not burned by tilethe
mob at the time ofdf the exodus but it
was partly torn down

mr mason also told us where the
skirmish took place between the saints
and the mob nov 4 1833 when an-
drewbarber and two of the mob were
killed

from mr masons housebouse we con-
tinued our journeyeurney to the house ofgeo P frisbey a member of the
Hedric kite faction where these lines
are penned for the news

i we have an appointappointmentment tota preachpreaceh
on the temple block in independence
this eveveningtaing more anon i
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J

jpseph S BACK
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THE company of immigrants now en
route ateare expected to arrive ayeraver tae

1D argR G wednesday eveneveninginge

LAST evening a 6rightbright little fellow
nine yearsbears old traveling alene arrived
verover the unika he borebor a card
ffastenedJ8 bened to thao button holebole of hisbis coat
labeled alfred wood pomona cali-
fornia vialosvia alps angeles he hailed
from scandia kansas and was going
to hisbis parents in californiaCall tornia ayden
standard sept 2 6

SUNDAY SERVICES

religious services were held in thei

tabtabernacleernacle salt lake city sunday
september 10 1888 commencing at 2

p in president an M can-
non presiding

the choir undand congregation sang
OuroOurfiodagod we raiselaise to thee
thanks forfoi thy blessings treefree

wowe here enoyenjoy
prayer was offered by elder geo F

gibbs
the choir sang

0 god th eternal father
who dwellsdw ells amidaenid the sky I1

the priesthood of the nineteenth
ward officiated in the administration
of the Sacrasacramentmerit

ELDERELDER JOHN nM KELSON
was the first speaker hee said it was
nearly threetruee years sinesincee he was called
to go on a mission to great britain to
preach the gospel leaving this city
october 13 1985 liehe was assigned to
the london conference where he la-
bored till september 1887 when he
was tranAtransferrederred to the con-
ference and remained in tilethe latterlattell
district until released to come home
in hisbis labors liehe was thrown amonamong1

strangersstran gerb and being without purse 0or1
scrip oishis experiences were sowesomewhatwhat
peculiarar hutbut tiulie trusted in god and
he I1gave him peace and encourage-
ment this watiwas notnoc hishid first mission
lorfor before coming to utan heh hadbad been
inthe ministry six years in his la-
bors as an Eelderider he hadbad learned to
know that gudgod lives and had endeav-
ored to preach the gampel ot christ inplainplainnessnebs he tesi ihna to the of
tile Grogroppel audand exhorted the saints to
be

singing
coniccome all yeyc sonsbon of zion

and let us prairieic the lordloid
ULDER JOHN MORGAN

also addressed tilethe congregation lieile
testified that triethe hatteila ater day saints
had eespousedto sed the principles otof eternal
lite t hat J seph benith was a prophet
aunand th ltit gods kingdom would stand
and be upon the earth
thisims rave joy to the Sasaintsilits
and strengthened themthein in their course
notwithstanding the untoward cir-
cumstancescum stances by which they were sur-
rounded the lord told josephjo epa smith
thatmac nisinis naine should ueDC oadhad lor good
audand evil in all tile cartel dtta that the
principles wouldwoult azbe received
uyby the honell eaheartnala heart who would
gather from the various nations to the
land ot zooon taerue very idea was wililywildly
v sionaiv liumlioni a standpoint
vett alsIs I1 was before viet ie world
toe greatart it truths reverevealedalea throughpjosepajosepn smith tireare today rerevolutions z
I1lag thehie deml ious world they areaie
breadingpreading toleration and

religionsioui libertylibel ty luiu all the no-
tions

na-
tions fitly years a 0 o joseph
declareddic lAred bv itie voice f prophecyopheeophec that
mails 11 6 would imbt taken andami the
people be lavea iromfrom place to place
because of the promulgation of the
principles of0 thehe gospel ave have re-

itI zed the I1literaleral of this
in the shedding of the blood

of the awers audand tae experiences of
tae Saints 4 it is this means
that religious liberty will be estab-
lish d in the earth As god lives that
time will come when men waymay wor
ship him accor cling to the dictates 0of
their own consciences through the
labors and sufferings and hero-
ism of the saints will this be brought
about inthe provideprovi dencesrices of the lord
the faints are not alone in the struggle
abrfor the liberty of mankind in far off
russia where exiles are panting for
freedom and wherever oppress loalom
rules will this feeling permeate until
it brings about their deliverance may
god speed the day when true liberty
will be accorded all of his children
and peace reign from the rivers to the
ridsends of the earth

the choir sansang11 the anthem
0 give thanks

benediction WAS pronounced by
elder arthur stayner

A BUSINESS proposition
in which the citizens should bobe

interested
A business man has made a proposi-

tion to establish a meat packing fac-
tory in ththisis city on certain conditions
which are that the citizens shall guar
antee a bonus of and 25 acres
of land of suitable location the
bonus is to be turned over to the paparityarty
inaugurating the establishment after
the ejectionerection of the factory and theae
business is under way the proposi-
tion is to be considered by the chambshamber
olof commerceerce at its toomsrooms at a
meeting I1 called lorjor the p bi
monday cleveningening there are numerousnume
branch industries connected with da
factory of the kind described and
the carrying out of the enterprise
would give employment to nonot lesslesli
than people the question isia
therefore one of importance to the
citizens and worthy their considera-
tion tais being tilethe case the meeting
on Mmonday0aday night at which the matter
will be discussed should be largely at-
tended all who are interested in tile
material progress of the city are we
understand cordially invited to6 be
present


