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Foetyy.
THE VANGUARD OF RIGHT. _-

Thank God! there's still a vanguard
Fighting for the right!

Though the throng flock (o rearward,
Lifting, ashen white,

Flags of truce to sin and error,

Clasping hands, mute with terror,

Thank God! there's still a vanguard
Fighting for the right.

Through the wilderness advancing,
Hewers of the way,

Forward far thelr spears are glancing,
Flashing back the day.

“Back!” the leaders cry, who fear them;

"“Back!"” from all the army near them;

They with steady tramp advancing
Cleave their certain way.

Blay them! from each drop that falleth
Springs a hero armed,

Where a martyr's fire appalleth,
Lo, they pass unharmed.

Crushed beneath thy wheel, Oppression,

How their spirits hold possession,

How the dross-purged voice out ealleth,
By the death throes warmed,

Thank God! there's still a vanguard
Fighting for the right,

Krror's legions know their standani,
Floating in the light.

When the league of sin rejoices,

Quick outring the rallying voices,

Thank God! there’s still a vanguard
Fighting for the right.
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‘stuuk enough for themselves and some

By Presideal Brigham Young,in the Bowery, in

. 8. L. City, Avgust 12th, 1866,

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I have a few words to say to the Lat-
ter-day Saints this aftermoon, and if I
had time, I have many I could say. I
would exhort the Latter-day Saints to

live in
will effectually preserve the

of

peace, to pursue a course that
v peace that
thm;ght. them in the gospel of the Son

God, and av0id by every possible and

righteous means entering into conten-

Egn, uarreling, disputations, law suits,

You have hcard from br. Geo. A.

Bmith this afternoon a little of the his-

tory of this Church and people, and the

to part with, and when their services

| l are wanted in the law, give it as freely

as we do the gospel. It issaid by law-
yers, ‘“We cannot spend our time with-
out some remuneration.” Youhave no
need to spend your time only in some
way to produce means for your subsis-
tence. You can give legal advice free-
ly, and pursue an honorable and pro-
uctive business for a living.
Once I had the pleasure of hearing of
a lawyer in old Massachusetts, who at-
tended strictly to his duty. He came
into the western part of Massachusetts
and bought him a farm. He was pro-
bably as sound a lawyer as Boston ever
roduced. They wanted to know why
e went to farming instead of following
the profession of the law. He replied,
that according to the present practice a
man could not answer the demands of
his clients and be honest. When any
of the people would come to him for ad-
vice, if he was plowing in the field, he
would stop his team and request them
to tell him the truth, to state the case
as it was, keeping nuthin‘% back on their
gide of the question,

telling them what was ri% t and just.
When they would ask him what he
charged for his advice, he would receive
nnt.hinﬁ; his team had been resting
while he had been conversing, and he
would go to plowing again. One law-

er has actually lived in the United

tates who did not depend upon the

ractiee of the law for a living, but fol-
owed a legitimate business an/'l gave
legal advice freely to all who asked it.

In pursuing this course he did 10t fol-
iow the practice of picking the pockets
of the widow and the fatherless.

We have a few lawyers here, and 1
know the objeet of their being here, 1
object to their introducing litigation
among this people. In some instances
it may be necessary to sue men. We
have some men in this community who
are dishonest; they will run into debt
and will not pay their debis. What
shall we do with such men? Shall we

sue them? Yes; if they will not pay |

their debts and have the means to do so,
sue them; turn them overto the law,
which is made for such characters, but
they should first be deprived of the fel-
lowship of the Saints.~ A man who will

"hen he had |
| heard their case he would advise them |
to settle the affair without going to law,

“Certainly.”

“Jllﬂt?”

““Yessir,”’

HTruthful?”

“Most assuredly.”

“Do you expect, in presenting a case
to the court, to do anything more than
to p{eaﬁ?t the facts in the case?"

“*No.

“Where do you get the facts which
you present before the judge and jury?”’

“From the witnesses."

‘‘Have you men of common sense on
the jury?” -

““Yes; the best we can find; they are
men of good capacity and capable of
jud%ing right from wrong.”’

Then what good does it do to reiter-
ate the testimony of witnesses before
the jury? It is an endeavor to make
white black and black white, to make
the jury believe that they do not know
anything, but that “‘I know it all,” and
“I tell you law,”” &e. Lawyers will
(quote law that has been obsolete for
years before a jury who may not be so
well acquainted with the letter of the
law, and this they will do to erfffleavor,
if possible, to blind the eyes and confuse
the minds of the judge and jury, to

make out something that is different |
Is this the |

from the facts in the case.
business and duty of a lawyer? It is not.
His duty is to place facts before the
court.
as well as the lJawyer can, the judge
can hear the witnesSses as well as
the lawyer can, and when the simple
facts are told, then let just men decide.
It should be considered beneath the
profession of a lawyer to endeavor to
clear the guilly, and place the innocent
in bonds or bring them into disrepute.
I wigh to say to that class of gentlemen

- who are here, that if they expect to
break up this people by lawsuits, 1
think they will have a hard time. 1
will use m i%ﬂuﬁnce with every good
man, whether he is in the church or out
of it, never to think of going to law.
What comes of litigation? Poverty and
degredation to any community that will
encourage it. Will it build cities, open
farms, build railroads, erect telegraph
lines aud improve a country? It will
not; but it will hrin% ang cominunity
to ruin. It draws hundreds of men

within the circle of its influence, who

crowd the court rooms and spend days

and weeks and mpnths of their precious |

'he jury can hear the wtinesses |

eause of their coming to these valleys.
I am thankful that the rehearsal of
those occurrences has ceased to irritate

not pay his honest debts is no Latter- ! time for naught, time that should be
day Saint, if he hgs the means to pay employed in getting lumber from the
them. A man who will run into debt, | kanyons, in building houses and in pro-

me as it did formerly. But we are here,
and wewish to enjoy peace; we earnest-
ly desire it, and we calculate to have it.
We are where our enemies cannot come
from Carthage and Warsaw before
breakfast, and from Springfield in two
days,. We are so far off, and it is so in-
eonvenient to bring this people to sor-
row and affliction in the way it was
formerly done, that they consider an-
other plan necessary to be instituted, I
wish to tell you what it is.

Br. Geo. A, this afternoon has refer-
red to the lawyers. Where the carcass
is there will the eagles be gathered to-
gether, and it seems they think that
there: is one here to which they are
gathering. 1 want them to live here;
but I want them to plant their own po-
tatoes and hoe them. It would appear
that they think that a civilized com-
munitycannot live long together with-
out contention and consequent law
euits, I think that a community
8 civilized so far as it is free from
eontentions, law sunits and litiga-
tion of every kind. We wish our
friends to come here, and participate
with us in the good things the Lord has
provided for His people; hut we do not
want contention. When I -hear men
and women say that they will go to a
Gentile court to have their difficulties
adjusted, I think they will go to hell
unless they refrain from such a spirit.

‘The law is made for the lawless and
disobedient, not for the good, wise, just
and virtuous. Law is made for the
maintenance of peace, not for the in-
production of litigation and disorder.

What is the true relationship of law-
yers to the law and fo the community?
They should be the true representatives
of g:aca; it showkd be their business to
promote it. I am now taking the liber-
vy of discharging a duty I owe to the
!LW%EI‘E in telling them what their duty

-18. They read the law; they do or should
understand the law of the United
States, of the Btates, and of the Terri-
tories and cities in which they live,and
whenever they have an opportunity of
telling the people how to live in a way
to avoid litigation, it is their duty so to
do. Then if they wish to get a living,
instead of picking people’s pockets, as
is too eommonly the case, let them have
their stores, and kring on goods and
trade, buy farms and follow the healthy
and honorable profession of farming,
and raise theiy own provisions, and

o

1

when he has no prospect of paying it
back nﬁain, does not understand the
prineiples thatshould prevail in a well-
regulated community, or he is wilfully

' viding comfortable means of subsistence
for their families. Does it make peace-
able, honest and industrious citizens?
It does not, but it engenders strife and

dishonest. In this country no persons | habits of intemperence and idleness.
need run into debt to get bread to feed | Instead of crime beibg lessened by its
themselves and their familics. There is | influence, itonly helps to sweil the dark

no need to go into the second house in
this community to ask for food. Those
who need can obtain food at the first
house, in nearly every instance, at
which they will apply. This commu-
nity feed the poor and the hungry, and
clothe the naked,and they will not let
the stranger, or those in necessity, ask
alms without responding to their calls,
if it is intheir power to relieve them.

| stream.
' We bave not been broken up, as has

' been anticipated, by military foree, and
'now it is expected that a course of daw
- suits will accomplish what the military
falled to do. I will say one thing to
'my friends, or to my enemies as they
~may consider themseclves, (I myself am
'not an encmy to any man, yet I
‘am an enemy to some actions), if you

Consequently, there is no need of any undertake to drive a stake in my gar-

person running

munity run into debt to our brethren,
and if they are asked for the pay, they
think it is not saint-like if they
asked to sell their stock or
selves about in the least to pay their just
debts. 1 have had to contend for, and
defend men of business who have
sought to do the community good in
transacting business here, from being
imposed upon in this way., But there
I8 no need of further explanation re-
garding this; we all understand it; if
there are strangers, or any who belon

to the church, who do not understan

it, watch the carcers and lives of those
who have been long in the church and

who understand true principle, and see.

whether they pay their debts or not.
Now, I ask every man and woman

who wishes an honorable name in the |

Church and kingdom of God upon the
earth, if they have entertained any
idea of going to lJaw, to banish it
from their minds at once. We have our
Bishop's courts; they can tell us what is
right. We have our High Councils,
and we have also our Selectmen here
who are sustained by .the suffrages of
the people. If you are not satigfied
with the decisions of the Bishop’s court
and the High Council, call upon the
Selectmen, -and let them judge your
case,
sary for us to have a lawyer to present
our case in a legal manner before the
courts; but the less we have to do with
this class of professioral men the easier
and cheaper will our difficulties be set-
tled. When a lawyer is going to court
with a case, if you ask him, ‘‘do yon
calculate to be honest?”

are |
put them-'

We may be told that it is neces-

into debt without a | den with an intention to jump my claim,
prospect of paying. Men in our ¢om- | there will be a fight befere you get it; if
 you come within an enclosure of mine

with any such intent, I will send you
home, God being my helper. You ean
occupy and build where you please,but

' let our claims alone. We have speng
" hundreds of thousands of dollars in

taking oul the waters of our mountain
streams, fencing in farms and improving
the country, and we cannot tamely
sufler strangers, who have not spent one
day’slabor to make these improvements,
to wrest our homesteads out of our
hands.- There is land -enough in the
country; go to and improve it, as we
Bave improved our possessions; build
cities, as we have done, and thus strive
to reclaim the country from its wild
state. Is it not a strange thing that
men cannot see anything only what the
“Mormons’ possess; hience, I swear it,
bE the Gods of eternity, if we are
obliged to leave this eountry, we will
leave it as desolate as we found it, and
we will hunt those who would compel
us te leave to the last minute. Let us
alone, and help us to build up citiesand
towns and villages in these mountains,
instead of seeking to destroy the few
industrious inhabitants that are here
and have made the country. You ean-
not destroy this community; it never
can be done, Remember that, . And
you men and women who think of
going to Gentile law to bave your diffi-
culties adjusted, I would advise you to
stop it, and let the lawyers go into other
business.

We have plent¥ of good lawyers who

0
belong to the Churc%u, and there are
more coming. I have some fiiends

ceoming here; as emiuent lawyers as

l

|

Massachusetts can preduce. I advis.
them to bring their ecapital and so i..
vest it that the, ild live without de-
pending upon liti nand the practics
of the law.  Ever sinece this Church was
first organized until now we have had
to manage and scheme to escape the
toils and snares of our enemies, We
have had to*ask God for wisdom tlat
we might know how to wind our way
through the difticulties you have just
heard Bro. Geo. A, Smith relate. Law-
gers will plead law for the Latter-day

aints as well as for anybody else in
the world if they can get their pay for
it. I have s&en¥mmuch of this for 54
gears ast. In the. days of Joseph

mith lawyers would get together and
hatch out a vexatiouslawsuit; one would
agree to defend him and another would
agree to plead against him, and this
with a view to get his money. Thoo-
sands, and tens of thousands of dollars
have been collected to pay lawyers’ fees.
“Brother Brigham, how much have
you paid?”” Not one farthing, I defied
our enemies to Fet anything against me
wherein I had in any way essed
the laws of my country; and if they
tried unlawfully, and with a design to
put me in bonds, and to get money from
me, they would have to run some risk,
We have had to work and Emy in order
to get along when we bhad lawyers
watching us all the time to get some-
thing against the leaders of this people
whereby they could in some way bring
a lawsuit against them.

Now, they suppose that they have got
us safely on dpoygamy. What abeut
that? I would say to Congress that if
they will pass alaw, making it death
for any man io hold illicit intercourse
with any woman but his lawful wife,we
would meet them bhalf way eon that
ground. It is not uncommon for men
who have not been lawfully married to
any woman, but who pass as old bache-
lorg,to have children by several women.
A recent case oceurred in Europe which
illustrates this point. Prinee Christian
of Holstein, ‘who has recently marricd

one of the daughters of ‘\‘ictori::i Quesn

of England, has what is termed a mcr-
Ennﬁﬂc wife in Germany, by whom lLe

as several children, yet the first lady
in Europe, as Queen Victoria is ealled,
with the knowledge of the faet that this
Prince, who propesed for her danghter's
hand, was the father of several ehildssn
by a woman, who toall intents and pur-
poses was hLis wife, aceepts him asa
suitable match for her youthful daugh-
ter. The first Court
shocked by an alliance of this kind, 6o
more than is the first society of this
country by similar oceurrences in tie

- cities east, Men may do as they pleaae

with women, have numerous children

by them, and take as many libertics

with them as if they were their wives,
and yet not call them wives,and modern
society smiles upon them. But when-
ever a man applies the sacred name of
wife to the mother of hig children, ifhs
hap}mn to have more than one, then the
world professes to Le wonderfully
shocked at the iden. What inconsizi-
eney!

Sueh men will go to hell for ruiz-
ing innocent women and inereasing
illegitimate chigdren in the land.
community or nation that indulge 1o
such practices will be dammned. If ]
have wives, I take care of them, and |
want my neighbors, to let them and my
daughters alone. Do you understand il
If you do yot, and sbould undertake to

| infringe upon any of them, I will point

my finger at yon. Our young men,an*
we have many, live virtuous lives with
regard to illicit communication with
the sexes; they observe the law which
has been given to this people. Ask th»
Lamanites if their women ever eon -
plained of being insulted by any of ou:
men at any time, and they  cannot pro-
duece an instanee. Heow is it with th»
outsiders—mountaineers, trappers, hun-
ters, soldiers, and other men who have
becn brought in contact with them?
What will the Indians tell you abot
them? By-wmingling with these out-
siders the Indians will soon be in th~
dust. Many of them have gene thers
already by mingling with the gentiles;
the seeds of death have been sow:
among them, and many of them u -
dying off; and they will continue to djo
through that cause. When our Elders
go abroad to preach the gospel, or when
they remain at home, if they donet live
according to the law of God, we sever
them from the Churc¢h, and have no
further fellowship with them.

The doctrine of plurality of wives waa
revealed to this people from heaven,
and if beaven had revesled that wo
should haveno wife at all, it would have
been as faithfully observed as the pres-
ent law, even if it should result in the
depopulation of the world, according to
the profession of the Shaking Quakers,
But the Lord did not get His kingdom

n Europe is not
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