
DESERET
be full of pathetic appeal the fa-
ther isia dead and on kate the eldest
of four audand herself not yet 25 has
fallen the house burden

from a strictly picturesque and
romantic point of view the story of
miss shellsSh ellys deed of daring is one
of vivid strokes and darlingdaring color
ratekate shelly was then 15 years old
the daughter of a man already dead
who bad settled on a piece of land
afterward cut across bytheby the chicago
and northwestern railroad the
land was hilly and so unfit for cul-
tivationti that mr shelly abandoned
farming and became a workman on
the roadbed of the new railroad
exposure brought onoa consumption
and he died

from the lime of her fathers death
the story of this childs plucky fight
with life is one crowned with
dignity the tidy house in which
the shelly family lived in 1881 stood
just at the eftcasernsern foot of a long
and high semicircular hill opening
sufficiently on the opposite sides for
the passage of the railroad through
these two openings also flowed
honey creek twice within this
circle spanned by the railroad with
bridges while to the southwest
flowed the serene desmoinesdes moines bridg-
ed by an immense foot trestle

about 6 on the evening of
tulyjuly ath one of the most terrible rain
storma ever known in iowa burst
upon boone county it changed the
little creek into a leaping flood that
somi burst its bounds and swept out
epou the valley

the position of the tinytilly house
upon the hillbill gave kate a chance to
watch the havoc all about her and
to fully comprehend what followed

lain the midst of the yelling of the
wind and the cannonade of thunderthunder
therinthe ringing of an engine bell fell
on katea ear it was an engine
which had been sent out from
boone to feel along the bridges
and see if the twenty or more along
this short line were safe for trains to
cross A moment later the engine
crept out upon the bridge there
was a crash of breaking timtimbersberstthehe
thud of an engines plunge and the
wild hissing of the water upon the
hot boiler

kate know what it mean tand she
fieflewr outoat into the storm the plead-
ing of mother and sisters fell on
heroic ears

men re perishing father was
a railroad man help must be giv-
en 12

she flew to the spot nearestdearest to
where the engine hadbad plunged into
the water she found two men dead
and two men uninjured but so
stranded on the driftwood astoreas to be
out of her reach

then she remembered the express
all about her werevere the roaring wa-
ters tearing up great trees by the
roots the hideous wind yelled at
the daring of the inspired child and
seemed to dare herbr to proceed she
cicreptept along in the darkness her only
guide the lidid flash that sprang
upon her from moment to moment
and at last reached the trestle

to cross thisthia single tracked bridge
in the daytime required the steadiest
ot nerves how could she cross it
in this fearful darkness with a light
that came only to balno her what

was there furfor her but death if the
train camocame before she had croclosedsed
the horrid ellchasmism

down on her knees the brave girl
went it was her duty for death
would pay the penalty of her
cowardice and she could not be a
coward if she would

down onen her knees she falls and
begins her dreadful tasktak her ears
strained to hear in the noise of the
tempest the whistle and roar of thelie
flying train midway across the
bridge a huge tree tears down the
flood and adds a new peril A mo-
ment yet and its branches part and
only touchboucii her skirt with a gentle
switch as it sweeps under thelridgethe bridge

at last she reaches the end of tho
bridge hands and knees torn and
alefbleedingding and every muscle and
nerve so quivering that her
lierher liels refuse to hold her she
almost faints as she tries to
stand erect and she fears
she cannot reach the station
after all once more her splendid
courage avails her she gathers
strength tears her clinging skirt
from about her knesknees and leaps on
faster and faster until the station at
moingonaMoingona is reached shebile screams
her message to the astonished opera-
tor she sees his hand fall upon the
key she hears him say the train is
saved and then she is once more
the woman and no longer the hero-
ine for she faints where she stands

for three months the fight for
life went on in the body of this
brave girl then she came out once
more the victor and was able to sit
at her window and see the hillsbills
glowing with autumn colors and a
new safe bridge across the creek
that is once more a placid little
stream

now as to the recognition made
of this brave deed 10

many suppose says the des
moines news in a recent article in-
tended to shame the people of the
state into doing something that
the railroad whose property and
rereputationp was thus saved did just
Wwhathat the general verdict sayssaya they
should have done that is given
this brave girl at least and a
life pass upon the road one hun-
dredd dollars however was the ex-
tent of this great corporationscorporation
beneficence and even this was not
offered till the public tongue began
to wag most against it
and till the heroic creature had
fought death for three months
in a sickness dating from the
afternoon of the sunday follow-
ing thehe terrible experience

the cost of medical attendance
could not be covered by this paltry
sum As to the pass on the road it
is never obtained without the hu-
miliationmilia tion of asking at headquarters
for it and many times the fare is
paid rather than submit to pose as
a beggar before this corporation in
the service of which she freely
offered her life many say why
they educated her they
well we should think not the
W C T U at the suggestion of
miss frances willard bore her ex-
penses for two years at simpson
college indianolaIndianolh but it was far
from the thought of the railroad
company vorcor new york world

JUAB STAKE conference

thothe quarterlyerly conference of the
juab stake of zion convened at
delhi july 19 and 20 there were
present ouon the stand president
george Q cannon president john
morgan of the seventies the stake
presidency and president A 0
smoot of utah stake

the first meeting commecommencedEced
with singing and prayer after
which president wmwin ad-
dressed the conference he spoke
of the blessings that are in store for
those who keep the faith until the
end

president A 0 smoot of utah
stake was the next speaker he
spoke of the humble manner in
which the savior made his first
advent and of the glorious manner
in which he would come again

president cannon desired to hearbear
from some of the presiding officers
of the stake and president sperry
of nephi and elder curtis of levan
each spoke briefly

president cannon then delivered
a discourse in which he spoke of the
watchcasewatch care of the almighty over
his work

in the afternoon the bishops re-
ported their wards in the main
favorably after which president
john morgan addressed the confer-
ence he spoke of the warfare in-
volved in the effort to live suchauch a
life as the gospel prescribes he
also spoke of the condemnation of
those who receive the ordinances of
the gospel and afterwards turn from
the truth

president cannon spoke again
treating upon the strength imparted
to the church by the members
thereof receivingrecel in their individual
capacity a testimony of the truth of
the gospelAo

in the evening a general priest-
hood meeting was beldeld at which
president cannon spoke of the du-
ties of the priesthood

on the recommendations of their
bishops seventeen young men were
ordained seventies under the hands
of presidents cabron and morgan

H PF mccune C E neilson and
N P Bas mussen were sustained
as members of the high council in
the places made vacant by the res-
ignation of george kendall john
vickers and john D chase the lat-
ter having move daway

sunday morning was devoted to
the sabbath school at 2 p m the
general authorities of the church
and stake were presented and sus-
tained

the remainder of the afternoon
was occupied by presidents mor-
gan and cannon who dwelt upon
the duties and privileges of the
saints their words were accodaccompa-
niednied by the power of god to such an
extent that the hour for dismissal
came long before the people desired
it

in the evening they spoke again
in the same spirited manner to a
large congregation it was indeed a
day of feasting and one to be longg
remembered by tilethe saints of thee
stake DANIEL K

stake clerkclem


