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editoredkor deseret news

while traveltravellatravelingln in the sunny south
as a servant of godsod I1 meet with vari-
ous ideas concerning the people that
formerly inhabited this continent peo-
ple seem to wonder and wish theyricetcknewnew about them how they came here
etc but ifat thetheythes would lay aside preju-
dice and searcesearch the records book of
mormon of the people who built the
mounds and other antiquities all this
wonder would cease and aney would
be informed of things that have taken
place on this continent and besides
they would learn more of god and
what is required of them ininthislathisthis proba-
tion

while staying with a friend lately I1
was lent a book or pamphlet to read
containing the following account of ithethe
mound builders and thinking it would
be interesting and usefusefulul to the latter
day saints I1 will send it to you it is
contained in wilfordeWilfords microcosm
vol 4 no 6 march 1885 entitled

OLDER THAN THE MOUND BUILDERS

and was written by G R watson
roanokeroaEoanoke va

if in this day of careful research
when science has left no region unex-
plored a statement should be made
revealing to public attention a nation
that wiewere in their graves when
the earliest known tribes trod over tiiethe
ground unsuspecting would the testtesti-
monymony be accepted it could not be
chalchaichallengedienafeng ed by other than scientific
modes and must revearreveal that what Is
hidden to the eye of research lr often
made manifest to chance ramblers for
there is nothing covered that shall not
be revealed

what a comfort it would be to fix the
datdate whenewhen the mound builder roamed
the continent they came in myster-
ious bands those old skillful workersworker
in the mold and clay shall wev sasayy in
copper and wood their ll11livesilvese are
veiled that history might not read
them arldarid they laid them down to
sleep amid the traditions of their wor-
ship they rest amid the monuments
of their blind faith and thus from
their silent gravesgraves they hold up feeble
hands pointing us to their habits and
their records dead though they be
and their doings they
give us to guess the tragedy of their
lives and speak of wanderings of
searches of the and heart
trials of simple woudwonderingering life un-
answered questions they must have
been for knowledge to their eyes her
ample page rich with the spoils of time
did never unroll

yetvet as wowe wander through the ohio
and mississippi valleys their rude
horse shoe mounds lead us to think of
restful simple faith of temples and
cemeteries ionglong before shrines or
vaults were knoknownwn but what if nowdow
while our minds are bantlinbattbattlinglin with the
mazes of this early time and striving to
grasp the customs and antiquity of
those primal men and women what if
spectre like there rises up before us
the phantom of an earlier day beckon-
ingin still backward to the horieshomes of an
alleged older people and what if
when we see their resting place the
angue of evidence be un loosened to

ttellteliellcil us of their broader culture and
higher faith I1 let us not be blind or
biased what better can we do than
with the tuscan of old humbly ex-
claim mirabile dickudiato

impelled toward their lives
through ages where the light brealbreakss at
the uncertain dawn before me
I1 pondered long and I1in
silent awe upon the character and
Pperiodorloriiodlod of the anoint mound builders
when 10lo I1 traveling in the mountains otof

legious feet among the resting places
of a people whose name I1 had never
heard whose lives I1 take it are to the
world an unwritten scroll but they
press forward to be known we must
ask who were awse strangers in the
land when did they live we must
learn from their customscustomsandand our im-
perfect

in
knowledge of those customs

imperfect we say for we know them
only in death thanks to the fact that
they did not cremate time has left
but imperfect vestiges of their forms
none of their instruments and uten-
sils

accident again brought us upon a
plantation in limontgomery CouncountytyVava
where these sleeping forms
turbeA by hundreds and by fifties this
Is literally true and now we cite the
two facts that are remaremarkable and
quickly distinguish them from
as yet written of or known

first they lay with hands
over the breabreastst second they lie
rectangles whose sides bearthabearthe
21211 I two hundred of them 11

iino1100 nf pi sr si arl west anew faw

side arearc buriedburledburied alfaljL j

thus forming two sidesidessofaof a
and luin these unvaried Qluginea rhtiuZO itiililil i
tudesaudes they lie over the freauf thithisthiall11

i

plantationlaniantation arearc thesethose facts not pe r 5

Dliariianar and distinctivedistine tive you behold 11no
evidence oilon tilethe surface to warn you
that below arearc a whole nation of men
who sleep undisturbed under the
trampling of the furious war horse or
the roaming beasts but dowdondownward
we search and soon we find them
hands folded oyerover the breast the stal-
wart hemesherges of aageses back iuin tilethe dawn-
ingin of time knosknow you any nation
unchristian thus cwunwrappedenwrappeden rapped lying
down to the sleep that knows no
arkingwrking but more marlmarimarvelmaryelml the graves

are laid in system christian inlu longions
rectangles east and west hearrear you
of any nation who so do are they
not certainly imbued with the spirit otof
christian tradition burying to the eastcast
associate with this the rising otof the
etar in the eastcast the planting otof our
corner stone to the eastcast the wise menmea
of the cast and toe general tendency ot
christianChristianiau burial but mayway they not be
merelmerely indiansindian itt is not shown in
the sskullsulis though those people bury
thus whyde do not now ask ornero
they not mere worshipers of the sunsu 3

shownsho pvn in this site akin totneto the elevateselevateelevatedd
tribestribe that once adorned mexico
both of these conjectures drawn ffromrom
the position of their bodies are made
improbable by the simple position of
the hands folded upon the saringe fronk
which the divinity has fled for so
they tellteli to us in unmistakable tokens
their last undying hopehopetmatnat loolookingkint
forward to the day when divinity shall
return and this mortal shall put on
immortality

but whence came this hope cer-
tainly theythe are older than any race
known the most remote of prehis-
toric races areaaraaaroa mixture of rudeness
and paganism compared with these it
descendants of these lately found
friends they the mound builders
mexicans are so remote the lapse of
time so great that the callycaily purity and
definite faith have been lowered and
weakened if natnot lost in incongruous
mythsin and superstitionsresidesbesidesEesides if they were contemporary
with known races where are the evid-
ences of intercourse always found in
early noinolnomadicnadienadle tribes could science
have overlooked such it they existed
these facts and reflections arihbring be-
fore us a people that must have lived
prior to any prehistoric tribes yet heard
of they are imbued with the spirit
of christian belief they evince cus-
toms at least coincident with jewish
rites and the enlightenment of revela-
tion

who are these strangers and whence
learned they this wisdom can they
be kin to the magnificent Solomonand
were their burying grounds planned
from the court of the great temple
what can we learn of them howHONY
came they here and can they at last
establishestableh it in our minds that the old
world peopled the new and that god
hathbath made of one blood all nations of
menirien

if I1 do not weary you I1icanleancan name one
statement that they make to us from
their dreary homes it was learned
from thomthem that after death the human
frame remains a magnet not the
slightest particle of their dust but is as
truly and powerspowerfullyully positive or nega-
tive as was the individual in life this
was one of the aids which led to the
I1discovery of their bodies and we
cannot in these days of incredulity at-
tach much importance to this fact no
other body of animate existence re-
tains that quality in death what more
practical and corroboration of pauls
pre scientific wisdom there is one
nilesh ot birds another of beasts an-
other of men I1

and now we must leave them but
not to silence we hope though their
annals be unwritten their tombs un-
lettered they could have had no
written language no documents no
history hence were their customs
traditions beliefs perverted in the
course of ages to the strange combina-
tion of christian and pagan found in
aztec toltec and the rites and the
architecture of other and later
ribestribes they may have had
a definite assured account of
the flood and babel become so incon-
gruous by the time theNathe cahuashuas cliff
wellersdwellers and tribes of mexico and
peru received it they certainly are
sstrangerstranI1ers with a new story are they
not worth our acquaintance

can we not eenter ththeirair stately cham-
bers and 0o provokerevoke the silent dustaust to
tell us soisolsomething of these honored
fellow mortals their parentage and
homes their wanderings and trials
their battles if any or their temples

xancanjan tellleu us whenanen simple i

vivid falthfaith marked by such unmistaken
theism gave their souls to agod
their bodies to the dust requiescatscat
they have passed the inevitable hour
mortals that they were

this is a correct copy and if it is
worth publishing you can publish it
andind if not you maymas nindfind room for it lain
the waste basket 11

i times are dull with us at present but
not with the professors of the world
at the present the great revivals are
taking the day and like the phariseesPharis ees

cotol0 oldoid avwhenhen full of their kind of relig-
ion at

1it stirsstar s them up to persecute the
true servants of god nevertheless
we feel like going ahead and doing our
part in building up the kingdom of
god the saints are having much per-
secutionsecutionn at presentesent let every saint
be true toabirhisis god his covenants his
wives and children come fineslines and
imprisonmentup risonment come life or death is
the prayprax beelinfeeling of yourtour

in day work
J C D

oppositionON AT SHEFFIELD
CONconferenceFARENCE

THE ELDERS FOLLOWED THROUGH
THE OF sileSlIESHEFFIELDfereldFFIELD BY A

HOWLING MOB

it will beae remembered by our read-
ers that on the occasionocca sidn of a confer-
ence of the latter day saints in shef-
field last december the passions of
the rough cletuelementclementent of in that
town were so inflamed by a miserable
low livedliv ea apostate winWm Jarmanjarjai man that
the meeting of the aidaldsaintsain ts was broken
up almost asas soonboon as commenced and

i

itlt required the utmost efforts of the
elders to preserve themselves from
personal violence a task for which
fortunately they were physically weilwelt
qualifiedqu allried

there has been no conference of the
saints heldhold since then in sheffield un-
til sunday aug luth when arrange-
ments were made for conference meet-
ings to be held in the lowerlomer room
of albert hall a place admirably
adapted for the purpose and capable
of seatingseaton persons with a standing
capacitycapacioy for two or three hundred
more which capacity was fully tested
at the afternoon meeting according
to appointment presidents daniel irH
wells and C W penrose were pres-
ent and with them elder james 11II
hart church emigration agent at
new york then here on a visit and
elders geo osmond and C J ar thur
of the liverpool office

president bennion of the sheffield
conference warned bv the experience
of last year badahadhada a good force of police
present and subsequent events fully
justified the wisdom of the precaution

in the forenoonto a priesthood meet-
ing was held in the usual meeting-
house of the saints at which instruc-
tive addresses were given by presidents
daniel 11 wells anu C W penrose
and elder C J arthur in the after-
noon promptly at two meet-
ing was called to order in albert hall

in the meantime the same contemp-
tible creature who created the dis-
turbanceturbance last year put in an appearance
antheon the outside of thelwallthe liallhall where he
was destined to remain aaas the police
would not admit him so he harangued
an ever increasing multitude in the
street so vehement was he in his de-
nunciationnuncia tion of the elders thattie curi-
osity of many of hisbis hearers was arous-
ed and they were induced to leave him
and enter the hallan irliimmensemense audience
was the result ssomeome appearsappearingng to be
much interested in the meeting whilenahil
others were evidently therethera for the
purpose of creating a disturbance
the scene was a remarkable one and
possessed elements of intense interest
elder 0 W penrose had already com-
menced to address the meeting when
the ballhall was rapidly filling with the
crowds who popouredared tnin ffromrom the outside
where the apostateacostate was energetically
working to produce an exactly diffdifferenterent
result the hall waswaa packed until the
police would admit no more it was
difficult at this stage of thathe proceedingsproceed ings
to tell just what wouldouid happen next
the large assembly was restfestrestlessless and
trembled with suppressed excitement
as the leaves ot the forestforest are shaken
by the first breath of a comincoming tornado
A largest representation of the rough-
est

I1

element of sheffieldeldeid was presentresent
awaiting but the slightest dignansignal 1 ortheor the
shadow of an opportunity tto repeat
the riotous scene of last year and make
a rush for the stand brute force and

were there like hounds in
their leashes ready to howl and rend
and tear as soon as the apparently
slight restraints should be removed or
weaken iuia their moral force eleutherevenesen the
saints moved uneasily in their seats
and craned their necks with anxious
expectancy at every little unusual
soundgound thinking that the storm was
about to burst uponupon them so that the
speaker did not have even the benefit
of their undivided attention and
what were the restraining influences
operating in the interests of peace and
order on the little platform at the
door whence a few steps descended to
the main floor of the hall some half
dozen policemen looked down upon the
uneasy multitude below them with
keen eyes and calm and determined de-
meanor ready to spring on the instant
to the spot where the outbreak might
begin but evidently the greatest in

that controlled the crowd was
centred in the servant of
bained by the spirit and authorityau thoritY of
the priesthood stood before them and
looked into their eyes with nnblenchi-ng earnestness as he unfolded to
them the principles of the gospel in
plainnessness and power and ccontrolledantroliedtied
the multitude as much ease as an
engineerineer would control his engine

when the rough element
seemed about to break forth into tum-
ult a timely and energetic rebuke from
elder penrose would restoreestorer compara-
tive quiet and thus the meeting weptwat
on until the close of the discourse
which was replete with instruction and
accompanied by the power and demon-
stration of the holy spirit

but with the end of the discourse
came the end of that moral control
which had been so marvelously ex-
hibitedhibi ted the meeting was dismissed
and when the elders left the hall they
were immediately assailed with sshoutshouts
and cries of a most demoniac character
escorted by the gallant police they
safely made their way to the little
meetinghousemeeting house of the saints in rockroek
ingham lane where they took a slight
repastrc

soiso threatening and violent had been
the mob at the close of the afternoon
meeting that many wellweli inteintentioned
hints wwereere b friends that it
would be prudent to forego the even-
ing meeting but thetile elders having
bbeeneen promised krotecprotectionmonbon by thethe police
determined to hold their meeting ac-
cording to appointment in the mean-
time president wells was induced by
the persuasions of the brethren to re-
tire to his lodiodlodgingsings a nd not expose him-
self again to the violence of the mob
who seemed to direct their fury prinurn
cipully against him

therhe speakers in the evening meeting
were elders osmond and hart who
were fortunate in having good order
but little of matmal uneasy and disturb-
ing influence that had been so well con-
trolled by elder penrose IIIin the after-
noon the meemecmeetingting house was not quite

I1I1 so well filled as before and those who
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were present vwereere apparently much
interestedIntes ledced in the remarks that werevere
made an the outside of the hall tilethe
samesam esceneseenescene was enacted as in thearter
noon A mob in which the rough
and ignorant elements ofbf Ssheffield
predominated were harangued and
lashedcashed into fury by the lying words and
wicked misrepresentations of the be-
fore mentioned apostate and when the
meeting was over the elders on
coming out were again assailed by the
most unearthly anandd hideous yells that
ever proceeded from human throats
againA train escorted by the police the el-
ders took up their line of march sur-
rounded and a nowling
mob who now numbered many thous-
ands but the police never quailedqu ailed
and when the mob got uncomfortably
close they would push themthein aside
with a vigor that would sendbend them
sprawling out of the way and often
with an impetus that would dash them
witti force againstI1 the opposite wall of
the street in spite of the threatening
attitude otof the mob and the horrid
criescries that murdered the peace of the
sabbath eveneveningingi and which we think
are as peculiar to sheffield as the ex-
cellencycel lency of its cutlery there was a
ludicrousness about the scene which
was not unappreciated by the breth-
ren elder hart who occupied a
foremost place in the procession
occasionally raised his hahatt and bowed
with a grace stat could
not be excelled by the prince of wales
at a courklicountry cattle show and which
had the effect of addin- a double in-
tensity to the vocal performance of the
mob it was notconsidered wise for
the elders to proceed to their lodgings
under these circumstances and there-
by expose the houleshouses of their friends
to an attack by the mob and they
therefore took refrefugeuge

11 in a policepollee ptaetastaata
tion until the mob dispersedispersed4 when
they repaired to their lodiodlodgingsaingsgings without
further molestation thus ended an-
other sheffieldeldeid conference the same
influences that broke ulup the confer-
ence last year were again brought to
bear against us in this but with far
different results experience caused
the saints to be better prepared and
the results werew ere most gratifying the
testimonies of the elders reached the
cars of hundreds who probably would
not have heard them but for the effeffortsorts
of the apostate who while behe suc-
ceeded in inflaming the passions of the
vicious and ignorant caused many re-
flectingting persons to attend our meetings
and hear for themselves the principles
of our faith

the independent a leading paper of
sheffield published a very fair account
of the riot but got names sadly mixed
UDup an error which they inightmight have
avoided if they had sought information
fromirom any of the brethren we are
sure that the independent expresses the
sentiments of all right thinking people
in sheffield in deploring the maunermanner in
which our elders were treated on ac-
count of their religion but we really
feel more contempt and pity than aur-
er

ang-
er at the excesses of the unthinkingthinking
mob many of whom were really ignor-
ant of what they were howlinhowling at As
a proof of this we mayinay frientmentionlonion that
eldereider penrose had one of the younyouna
local brethren slip cautiously out of
the processionprocess ibn into a crowd and ask
them what was the reason of the tu
multand not one that he could
give an intelligent answer

we look fforor good results ffromroin the
sheffieldeldeid conference and we know that
we exexpresspress the feelings of all the el-
ders and saints who were present
when we say that the conference was
an enjoyable one and that it was good
to be there G 0
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correspondenceCORRESPONDENCF
worldlyY VIEW OF dormoy

iam
A true portrayal of antlanti
sophistry though satirically ex-

pressed
comeconte over0 er to Us and llelie nsas we are

we will bury the hatchet and
smoke the ripepipe ol01 peace

why do you mormonscormonsMormons continue to
dispute the groundround taken against you bvby
arofoprofoundund ttheologianstcoiocologiansglans deep thinking
philosophers expert scientists grave
senators learned judges astute law-
yers

aw
andnd farseeingtarfar seeing politicians edliedileditorsors

poets orators actors itiitinerantneran lectur-
ersarsandand circuit s bank-
erser merchants mechanics and trades
people generally together with saloon
keepers drunkards libertines and
courte backed by nittyfitly millions of
the most enlightened and liberty loviov
ing pecpeopleopieople on the globe representing
every nationality and color from ththiI1
fair skinned caucasian to the african
of 10bonyebony hue including babies invalids
idiots and insane

ECHO ANSWERANSWERS

why aagainstenst this mighty army of
highly endo wed taletaie ted honest
and virtuous people will you who
number all told not more thanthayl two
iidlifhundredindred thousand continue to declare
you are in the right the old fogy no-
tions youtouou enteentertainertain about constitu-
tional lights and privileges have been
euilenilentirelyrely exploded by the most eminent
juristsj jurists and the wise decisions of learlearnedriedtied
judges you are altogether mistaken
when you say they discriminate against
you in the smallest dedereedegreeI1ree because of
your religion why bless your deartear
hearts these fair minded antand just per-
sons would scornacorn to stoop so low as to
interfere with the religionionton either of a
personf or Hv jhtheyeljeifelf would 1tellteilil yyouvouon

1
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most emphatically ifit you would only
take time to reason with them that
they could not do this without
violating one of the fundamental
principlesprinciples upon which thetile government
is founded and the idea 0off an officer
of the government whose sworn duty
it Is to administer the law impartially
risking histits reputation to gratify a little
petty spite is untenable or
that for the sake of position or money
liehe would be guilty of such an act can-
not be admitted for one moment

in your simplicity you walkabouttalk about
god doing this and that raising up
prophets among you and making you
his chosen people etc this would
have been very good logic and might
have been well received by our great
grandfathers but we have outlived all
suchauch nonsense sclena bashas proven
beyond question that a PCpersonalsonai god is
a myth a chimera of the brainrain a be-
lief in whom Is akin to the
BELIEFbellefEP IXIN THE VERY ORTHODOX HELLilem
of a few centuries ago which so terri-
fied our ancestors auandaudd frightened themthed
into an acceptance of religious creeds
and dogmas we would laugh a min-
ister to scorn todayto day who would dare
presume to tempt our credulity with
the bare mention of the name clenry
ward beecherleeLeccher americas greatest ex-
pounder of several years ago
uncovered this ancient pplacece of tor-
ment and called upon thathetho popiepeople to
follow him through itits sulphurousuapharous
labyrinths and mark well its fathom-
less depths and asked them to watch
while he singly and alone put out its
fires that had blazed continuouscontinuously fofor
centuries and also to wait ahdeabife hhe
chained and banished its kropiproprietorletor
with all thetile attaches of ththee place and
set every captive free allal this he did
so effectually and completely as to pre-
vent forever its re establishment and
the awful hell of yesterday is todayto day
vacated and entirely abandoned

then againI1 the power and authority
you attach to the aed of your church
making him gods vicegerent and a
thousand other impertimportimportantint things is
viewed by all people whose minds are
evenly balanced as a delusion and alto-
gether unworthy utof intelligent consid-
erationeration and while the of
this nation do not despise you for this
still they pity you and would greatly
rejoice if you would abandon these
foolish notions and become consistentcensistent
members of society

anen this ionlonlongiong array of lesser lights
following in the wake of your great
head with their several heavenly gifts
and qualifications is viewed by us as
partaking too much of the mythology
of the heathen to be tolerated in this
enlightened nineteenth century

why the pope of rome who had as-
sumed this right and occupied this high I1position through the darkdariz ages wasnas
been shornshort of this power and stands
dismantled in the presence of a more
enlightened civilization baudbandaudand no amount
of labor no matter where or how ex-
tensivelytenteri exercised can ever restore
pope piusplus to the sovereignty hebe has
for ever losjos

if modern christendom refuses to
sussustaintainaa claim that had become sacred
by centuries of possession what
chance is there for you whose exist-
ence dates back only half a century
aaAs nobody disdisputesputts the right of thi
pope to reside inift italy and issue his
commands from the papal chair to his
archbishopsarchbishops bishops and priests
neither will the ratretright of the morimor
inmonon presidentt bec disputed as to
his residence or the exercise of his ec-
clesiastical functions if behe will be no
more az dessiveres sive than the pope

this brings us to the consideration of
THAT onno PRINCIPLE

POLYGAMY

which you clinclingtonto with a tenacity that
is worthy of a better cause no other
christian denomination teaches or
practices any doctrine that is so utterly
repugnant to the feelings of the
masses and why should you seek to
force upon our notice and demand our
silent recognition by allowing you to
practice undisturbed that which all
christendom recognizes as
and in the extreme we re-
peat again we ararmare not your enemies
when we only ask you to stop and con-
sider the unwise courscoursee you are pur-
suing in so doggedly persisting that
you are rightI1 and everybody else iswrong

you are eternallyeternal lv quoting such men
as abraham isaac and jacob as well
as a host of othersothers in support of your
polPOIpolygamyTpmy to which avee reply that ifit
we had those men amoiaamong us do you
suppose that we should sit supinely by
and allow them to practice their abom-
inations as they ilddidlid upon the plains of

not a bit ot itthey were wandering shepherds and
cattle raisersralraisers who could not live in
civilized society they were a law unto
themselves and took great pains to keep
aloof from all civilized government
think youTOU that even in thisthia free gov-
ernment we should have tolerated
many of the practices that are record-
ededasas having been indulged in by themno indeed and unless they would
have chanchauchangedkedzed their course of etherelif
iais no question but they would have
spent quite a portion of their lives
in prison we wish youOU distinctly to
understand that we havecave no more re-
spect for the practices of abraabrahamhamanandd
hihishig successors than we have for yours
consequently it is no use quoting themto us in justification of your conductcoTconductductwe repeat we do not believe in

A PERSONAL GOD

and consequently accept of liono revela-
tion purporting to come from him andwhen you quote these ancient wor-thies to us weive reply that taking the
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