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(Special Corréépondence of the New York Tribur e,
THE GREAT BATTLES IN VIRGINIA.

THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FIGHTING.

WirpErNEss TAVERN, HEART oF THE
WiLperNEss, 8 .A.m., Thurs, May 5, 764,

Late on Tuesday the whole army becawe
aware that it would be moved within a few
bours. During the night and the first day-
light of the next morning everything was put
in motion. Gregg’s Division of Cavalry
crossed Ely’s Ford, without opposition, at
daybreak. Wilson’s Division (late Kilpat-
:ﬁc{’!) crosged Germania Ford. Hancock’s
2d Corps followed Gregg, and Warren’s 5th
Corps followed Wilson. Long before night
Hancock had posted his corps and establish-
ed headquarters at Chancellorsville, while
Warren bad pushed on to Wilderness Tavern
and occupied the ridges facing Mine Run and
the enemy By sunset Sedgwick, with the 6 h
Corps, had cro sed Germania Ford, and last
pnight encamped along the road in rear of

arren. Sheridan, with the Cavalry Cerps,
thoroughly scoured the country in all direc-
tions. He interceped despatches from tte
rebel Gen. Rhodes to Ewell, stating that
Meade had effected a crossing, and asking in-

structions. Auother intercepted despatch ap-

‘H_II;I. of tbe former, to feel
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‘well out on the

turnpike. It was here that Charles Wilson

[fell, the rebel skirmish line opposing a vigi-

lant front. Finally, after some little firing,
Gen. Warren, who had come up in person,
ordered an advance down the road in force.
Ayer’s brigade moved on upon the right of
the road, and Bartlett’s upon the left, with
each flank well supported. Field officers
were obliged to dismount, so dense
growth of dwarf pines. An advarce of less
than balf a mile and a smart fusilade opened
the action. The two brigades carrie
first eminence, and were pushing up a second,
when, owing to a faiiure of the commands
right and left to connect, and form a continu-
ous line, the rebels flanked them on both
gides. Col. Hayes, of the 18th Massachu-

formed a line facing to the rear and fought
in beth directions. At length he gave the

order to fall back, and the movemen! was he-
(ing executed, when he was hit on the gcalp
'and fell. The brigade bugler brought him
iaaﬂ}* off. Meanwhile, fresh troops were put
'in, and the rebels slowly driven along the

| whole front then fizhting. ~ In this action our

loss is probably 200 or 400. At this bour the |

'enemy has ceased to make demonstrations,

DESERET NEWS.

WrLoerness BarTre Fierp,
Friday, May 6—11 p.m.
Fourteen hours of severe fighting to-day,

Long before that Hancock had recovered from
the first shock, beld his own awhile, and now
was gaiping ground. In forty minutes from
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the | diyvigion of the 9th corps

setts, finding himself in command of several g ell, who command
regiments and the enemy all around him,

{
|
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and sti!l nothing decisive. The position this this attack the enemy was completely beaten
morning was that of last night substantially. |back with tremendous slaughter, and the loss
Gen. Sedgwick, with two of his divisions, of some hundrede.of prisoners.

Ricketts’s and ,Wrighl’a, has fought upon the| It was now nearly sunset. From one end of
right; Gen, Hancock, with the four divisions the line to the other not a shot could be heard.

of his corps, viz., Birney’s, Carr’s, Barlow’s, Tbe day’s work seemed over, Our line of to-

was the | 3,4 Gibbons’s, with Gelty’s division of the 6th. night would be that of last night. The augu-

corps, has fought upon the lefi; and Gen, ries were good. In two day’s fighling we bad
Warren, with his full corps and Stevenson’s lost heavily, but not more than the enemy.
(Burnside’s,) has Our assaults had been futile, but the enemy’s
fought in the center. Buruside’s corps has had been equally so; and it is by these massed
constituted the reserve, and has marched and assaults that be has ever achieved his vice
counter-marched incessantly, and gone in by tories,
brigades at tl'e center 2nd on the left, The inference was clear that we had over-
Sedgwick was to advance at 5 a m., but matched him fighting at his best and s‘rongest.
s opposite him, attacked | Men separated in the heat of the day, now
at 4:45. Sedgwick says Ewell’s watch must chancing to meet, congratulated each o‘her.
be 15 minutes ahead of his. This action.on | The rebels caw’t endure anotber such day, and
our richt was spirited and well fought. At weca", wds the expressed- conviclion of all
the expiration of an hour the rebels were | hEﬁndE, and this statement epitomizes tbe situ-
bandsomely borne back, the firing ceased, and a‘ilon at sunset.
each side held the ground tkey had bivonacked | The sun went down red. The smoke of the
upon. QOur loss was severe, and the enemy?’s  bzttle of more than two hundred thousand men
conld not bave been lrss. - |destroying eachother with villainous saltpeter
Gen. Sedgwick’s staff were brilliant and |through all the long hours of a long day, fi led
ubiquitous throughout, while the old General |the valleys, and rested upon the hil's of all

was the man of Antietam and Fredericksburg

this Wilderness, hung in lu id haze all around

and we are waiting for Hancock to join on
‘our left. Gen. Grant is smoking a wooden
| pipe, his face as peaceful as a summer ever-

repeating bimself. This ac’ion barely over, the borizon, and built a dense canopy over-
and suddenly we heard from the extreme left head, beneath which this grand army of Free-
! : Er=that peculiar moro'ono.s swell and volume of d>m was preparing to rest against the mor-
ing, his general demeanor indescribably im- |sound which tells of large numbers engaged— 'row. Gens. Grant and Meade bad retired to
/perturbab'e. I know, bowever, that there is | g, many that single shots and even v::?llaya of their tents. Quiet reigned, but during the

' great anxiety that Hancock should fall into lines are not distinet, but are mersed ijn'reign of quiet the enemy was forging a
position, Sk 16 15 BARGTEE CHEL e long lines ; 8

prised us that Stuart was having a cavalry
review at Hamilton’s Cross roads, Sheridzn
was aoxious to assist at the spectacle, but ¢
was not thought expedient. Gen. Grant leit

Culpepper and Gen. Meade early yesterday
morning, and early in the afternoon pitched

Leadquarters just this s de of German'a Ford. |

At cvaybreak this morning Sheridan moved
with all b's force with two purposes—to find
and fizht Stuart, and to push a reconnoissance
far to our left on the enemy’s right flank.
The order of march to-day, as fixed since u id-
night, is for Warren to advance to Parker’s
Tavern, five miles toward Mine Ran, for Han-
cock to take a road leading him from Chan-
cellorsville, that will enable him to establish
a live on the left of Warren, connecting with
the latler, while Sedgwick is to move up and
assume Warren’s present position, It is pos-
gible, however, that Lee may cause a change
in the programme. Gen. Griffin reports the
enemy menacing his po:ition en th= ridge
south of this point, and not a mile away.
Warren orders him not to move off towards
Parker’s Tavern until Sedgwick can come up
and relieve him. Gen. Meade rode up ten
minutes ago and said to Warren, “If the
enemny comes near you, pitch right in with all
yowve got!” The dispo itions neécessary to
sustain an attack, if such be Lee’s pu:pose,
“have caused a halt of the columns: and now

we are listening for the first gun, If the

enemy coes not choose to precipitate the bat-
tle here our army before night will hold the
position conlemplated by Lhe morning order.
On the other hand, we can well afford to fight
- bim now. Itis six miles back to the Rapidan
—if we arealtacked" it will be with the hope of
breaking throu:h the moving columns by a vig-
crous assiult ufoithe fl n'c. Generals Grant
and Meade aud Warren and Sedgwick will see
to it that what the enemy supposes to be a
weak flank be thall find to his cost is nothiag
less nor else than a formidable front. I have
never seen the army move with mrore exact
order, with a less number of stragglers, and
with so little apparent fatigue to the men,
All hada full raticn of slceplast night—which
is 2 better augury of victory than a re-enforce-
ment of thousands, The roads are in excel-
lent condition, the weather delightful and so
warm that whole divisions abandoned their
overcoats and extra bla:.kets on the march.
At one poiut I noticed s me hundreds of over-
coats had been thrown into a stream to im-
prove the crossing. Overcoats and blankets
are decidedly better for the purpose than
rails. I understand that Burnside marched
last night to join this army, and will reach
Germania to-day. It is u derstood that Gen.
Butler is making a sinul aneous “Onward to
Richmond,”” and will first occupy Cily Point,
James River. That these two movements are
being made is generally known in the army,
and bas a most inspiring effect. Rest your
ccnfidence not only in what may be predicted
upon the records of its Generals as to how
this army will be handled, bat in this the rank
and fi'e will fizht this fizht with more than
the elan of tte Fre'ch, with more than the
luck of the British.. They feel it in their
onea that something allied to th:se, but bet-
ter thao either or both.
WiLtpErNEss Barrie-Fizvp,
B Tnursday, May 5,2 » M. ;

How perfect have been the combinations,
how completely on time they have been exe-
cuted, bow well in band the army has been
every hour an ! is now, how masterly and suc-
cessful thus far has been the movement—all
this is so clearly apparent that I can but no-
tice it here, even while a spirited battle is
being fouzht only half a miie from where |
write.- Let me here pay a tribute to the first
goldier kilied in this campa gn. Let Charles
Wilson, of Franklin, Masa., private in Co. L
18th Maes., Col. Jos Hayes, commanding,
be remembered ~as the first man to give his
life in thi#, (God willing,) last grand ec.m-
paign of the war. Lwmmedciately afier “wr.t-
ing up” this worping, Irode out to Griffiin’s
lines, then repoited to bBe menaced by the
enemy. His division was in' line of battle at
right angles with and on eitber side of the
Oid Turnpike. The enemy had evidently de-
spatched a force from his lairon Mine Run to

worry and deiay our march by threatening in !

flank. Gen. Griffin had g-

nt the 18th -
Ihr’il_ﬂﬂttl and 83d I g

Pennay!vaniﬂ_', under Col,

rebel force is massing upon us.

Wirperness Bartre Fievp,
9 p.m,, Thursday, May 5. §

Heavy" fighting since 3 o’c'ock, mostly at
the extreme left, under Hancock. Getty’s
division, 6th corps, was at the right of the
Orange_plank road, fronting toward Mipe
Run, where Cirr’s division, 24 corps, joined
him on his left. The otber divisions of Han-
cock’s corps were pushing vp; in the twink-
ling of an eye the rebels were upon him in
great force, with the evident purpose of turn-
ing our left. The ground was fearfully over-
grown with sbrub trees, thick as one sees
ghoots from (he same root. In a few minutes
urgent requests came back for re-enforce-
ments. The enemy was repeating his tactics
at Chancellorsville of falling with tremen-
dous force and superbuman vim upon one
wing. This time he was noft repu'sed, but
foiled. The battle raged for three hours pre-

than balf a mile. Fast as our mrn came
up they were sent in—still no ground was
gained, none lost. It was all musket y, roll
surging upon roll—mno* the least se:sation.
We were figh'ing 20,000 men, and such was
the nature of the country but two guns could
be planted bearing upon the enemy. Hayes’s

engaged soon after the_ball opened, A little
while and he asked for re-enforcemenis. Han-
cock gends back word:—“[ will send a brigade
~A1'hin 20 minutes. Tell Gen. Alex. Hayes
to hold his g:oand. He can do it. I know
bim to be a powerful man.”” Within that
time Gen. Hayes was killed, and his body
broughtto the rear, Tue work was at close
range. No room in that jung'e for maneuver-
ing; no possibility of a bsyonet charge; no
heiﬁ‘frnm artillery, vo help from cavalry;
nothing but close, square, severe, face-to-face
vol eys of fatal muskeiry. The wounded
stream out, and fresh troops pour in. Stretch-
ers pass out with ghastly burdeng, »nd go
back reeking with blood for more. Word is
brcught that the ammunition is failing. Six-
ity rounds fired in one steady stand-up fizht
and that fight pot fought out. Boxes of car-
tridges are placed on the returning stretchers,
and the struggle shall not cease for want of
\ball and powder. Do theolleys grow nearer,
(or do our fears make them seem so? It must
be so, for a second line is rapidly formed just
where we stand and the bullets slip singing
by, as they have not done before, while now

\and then a limb drops from the tree-tops.

The bullets are flying high. Gen Hancock
rides along the new line is recognized by the
men, and cheered wi'h a will and a tiger. But
we 8 aythem. The 2d Corps is all up, and it
must be that troops will come up from War-
ren or Sedgwick, or else they will divert the
enemy’s attention by an attack upon another
quarter. Yes, we hold them, and the fresh
men going in will drive them, I ride back to
General Headquarters, and learn that an ad-
vance has been ordered an hour ago along the
whole line. Gen. Meade is in front with
Warrern, and Grant is even now listening for
Wadsworti’s division or Warren’s corps, to
open on Hill’s flank, for it is Hili’>s corps that
|is Fattling with Hancock. The latter reports
t'.at he shall be able to maintain his ground.
The severe tighting for the day is over, and it
is sunset.

I write now at 10 p.m. Since dark there
has been brisk firing at intervals at different
peints a'ong the line. The enemjy has been
splendidly foiled to-day in his iutention of
 beating us before we should be ready to fizht.
To-morrow we sba'l be altogether ready.

Oir line to-night extends, perhaps, six
miles from northeast to southwest, the right
being a little advaneced.

Gen. Burnside has come up 25,000 strong
and will probably be the reserve to-morrow,
Our loss to-day may be estimated at 3000 to
4000. The main batile probably a decisive one,
must be to-morrow. To day we have fought
because the enemy choose that we should.

JTul-:_n_u:I'mﬁ_ because we choose that he shall,

brigade of Birney’s division became warmly

cisely where it began; along a line of not more.

was engaged.

I do not know, but I know that he did his
work cleanly and completely. Lorgs reethad
Joined the rebel right, and this was a second
determ ned attemptto turn our left, and a
second utter discomfiture,

At 11 o’clock the enemy press clo e upon
Warren ard Sedgwick, and train a number of
guns exactly upon the latter’s headquarters,
A man and three horses are killed within 20
feet of the General, and in the very center of
his grouped etaff. Findingthe enemy disposed
to renew the enzagement of the early morning,
Sedgwick accepts the challenge, and advances
his whole line. The men go in with more
dash and bhold on more sturdily than in the
morning. Ewell is driven back Lo his second
'ine where his guns are in position, and there
makes a stand,

It is noon, and Sedgwic.’s second fight is
over, and he again rests on the line of his
last night’s bivonac, Wadeworth advances

strong and prepared. The divisions on his

The details of bis two hour’ssteady strugg'e |

linto fierce excitement,

J'the volley
'would meet the onset.
‘n'ght atiack to ascertain if we had changed
our position.
‘more.. They meant to break through, 2nd

entire | \he mighty noise of a great battle. Hncoek |thunderbolt.

Darkness and smoke were mingling in grim
twi'ight, and fast deepening into thick g'oom,
when we were started out of a rep se back
The forged thunder-
'bolt was sped, and by a master. A wild rebel
‘yell away to the right. We knew they had
'massed and were charging. We waited for

with which we knew Sedgwick
We thought it but a

We were mistaken—it was

they did. On Sedgwick’s extreme right lay
' the 2d brigade, 3d division ot his corps, under
' Gen Seymour, who had bren assigned to it
‘but two days before. The brigade is rew to
‘the 6 h corps, and is known as the Milroy
brigade; connceting on the.left of Seymonr by

'Shaler’s and then Neill's brigades, the latter

being a briza‘e of Getty’s division that had
not been sent to Hanceck. These troops

were at work entrenching when fallen upon,

‘The enemy came down like a terrent, rolling
and finds the enemy—A. P. Hill’s cgrpg_land dashing in living waves, and flooding up
|against the whole 6th corps.

The main line

right and left become engaged with him, and j8tood like a rock, but not so the exireme right.

the work is warm.

Here, as elsewhere, the | That flink was instantly and utterly turned.

\cunteat is in a tangled jungle, and the soldiers | The rebel line was the longer, and surged

push aside the bushes and find mortal enemies |
bursting through the adjoining growth of
bushes and face to face with them.

Half or three-fourths of an hour of alternat-

around Seymour’s brigade, tided over it and
through it, beat against Shaler, and bore away
his right regiments All this done in less
than ten minutes, perhaps not five. Seymour’s

ing success and repulse, and Gen. Wadsworth |

orders a charge to recover his command from
a slight wavering. He is cheered loudly by
his men who loved the grey haired chieftain.
One horse is shot under him. He mounts
a second and spurs to the front, hat in hand,
and we shonld have won then, but bis men
saw him fa'l. He was shot through the head,
killed instantly, and his body fell into the
hands «f the enemy.

His command fell back to their origzinal
position with _comparative order. Wads-
worth’s death is a heavy loss—scarcely an
officer in the army but could have been better
spared. and none wou'd have been more deeply
regreit~d. Yesterday and to-d y he bad dis-
played such marked ability and gallantry as
to compel hia recognition on all hands as an
able soldier, who, now that be is gene, can
bardly be replaced.

beloved, a hizh-toned gentlemap,to be res-
pected, an unshrinking patriot Lo be emulated,
an accomplished soldier, dead on the field of
honor, to be mourned.

But this battle does not pause for a hero
glain. From noon until 5 o’clock, 2 number
of sharp a«saults at various points were made
and invariably repu'sed, whether macde by us
or by the enemy. Each one of these atfairs
were material for a long letter, but Ifi d it
simply imposeible at thistime to ascertain and
write out correctly the facts in de'ail,

Prisoners came in at the rate of 100 an bour
The day was excessively bhot, and the men
were much exhausted. Wehadneither gained
nor lost ground, but continued this thing long
enough, and we hoped to finaily wear them
out., At Dl o’clock Hancock was preparing
for a grand movement of our entire le t. He
did not make it, for the enemy anticipited
bim, and he bad to repel perhaps the most
wicked assault thus far encountered—bri¢f in
duration, but terrific in power and superhu-
man momentum:

The first few minutes we wera staggered.
Stragglers for the first time in all this fightir g
streamed to the rear in large numbers choking
the roads and causing a panic by their stam-

eie and incoherent tales of frightful disaster.
t was even reported at general headguarters
that the enemy had burst entirely through and
supports were burried up. Grant and Meade
seated their backs &gainst the same tree,
quietly listening to the officer who brought
the report, and counsulted a moment in low
tones. The ordersforsending re-enforcements
were given, and for a little time not a word
was spoken in the group of mere than twenty

men, seeinz their pickets running back, and
hearing the gshouts «f the rebels, who charged
with all their chivalry, were =mitten with
panic, and, standing on no oxder of coing,
went at once, and in an incredibly short time
made their way through a mi'e and a half of
woods to the plank-road in the rear. They
reported, in the frantic mapcer usual with
stampeded men, the eutire corps broken.

! Gran*, as in Hancock’s case, did’ b lieve it,

But when three of Sedg wick?s staff rode In to
army headquait rs separately and stated how
they bad ridden from Sedgwick’s to keep
Seymour’s men to their #ork, bad been borne
back by the panie, and bad lasl seen S dg-
wick and Wright hard to the front working

He was a true man, a (

like Trojan’s to hold the wavering line, the
gituaticn appeared more critical. N> word
came in from Sedgwick. It began to be
feared that bhe and Wright, digdaining to fly,
were prisoners.

Artillery moved quielly to commauding
positions, to be prepared for the worst, and
cool heads felt that were the whole 61h corps
broken, the army, as an army, wou d sti'l be
invincible. Warren’s corpsi- i stau'ly, but
in perfect composure, disposed to meet the
situation. Grant and Meade and Warren are
in Grant’s tent, to and from which oflicers
come anc go with a certain earnes: a'r that
bespeaks urgent and important cares. 8o
daring an hour. No firing has been Leard the
last tbree-quarters of am hour. fhe rebels
must bave ceased to advance; but bow far
have they penetrated, and what is the present
gitnation? -

The 6th corps’ flag comes in. Where is the
Oth corps chieftain? My watch says ten
o’clock at night. A dispateh receiv.d. Jolin
Sedgwick safe. Wright s«te. The 6:b corps
holds a s'rong linc; on'y Seywmour’s and a part
of Shalet’s brigade have been broken. The
enemy can do pothing more. The 6:h corps
proper has not lost its pristine glory. Com-
pellied to withdraw, under orders afier the de-
fection of its right, it is still inviicible—is
now, and ever shall be. I may not refrain
from mentioning for galiantry, >Sedgwiek’s
staff and Wright’a.

Riding in the thickest with rare preseice of
mind and rare jadgment, they won and déserv -d
John Sedgwick’s emphatic ecemmen =tion.
Géns. Seymour and Shaler were eap'ured it
sbould be stated that both are awaided by
their division and corps comman ers cvery
credit for doing ail men could to recover their
troops from panie, communicated to the
latter’s brigade, not beginning there,

¢

A. P,

officers. They but looked into each others’
faces. '

At length, Grant says, with laconic empha-
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—The memories of joys and SOTTOWS are. '.-

hniu_; “I don’t believe it.” He was right. [their pale ghosts.
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