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reportkeport of an elder
bellwoodbell wood co neb

august 1898

in ijesespouseresponse to a call from the ser
vano of god I1 left my family and

at Lewislewisvilleville fremont county
jdidahoabLo on the of october 1896 to
fillall a mission to the northern states
in company bilth four elders david

F MIngminthornhorn parley williams william
aCairviles and mahonraMalhonrl we
arrived in kansas city on friday
eveningening sunday we visited the
aleft lot independence jackson county

a place I1 hadhaal desired in my heart
to see if I1 were ever called to take a
missionmissi onin while viewing this sacred
spot my mind reflected upon theithe early
history of the rise of the church of
christ and the many difficultiesdifficultles and

trials the saints of god encountered in
mose early days for their faith in
christafriatairiat and the love they had for the

and the man whom god had
raised up and inspired to lay the

of the great 1 latteratter day
workpork I1 felt to rejoice to have the
privilege to view this sacred spot we
alsoalao had the privilege to attend ser-
vices in the reorganizedorganizedre church we
ibm returned and put up at the hotel
monday we were assigned our fields of
aalabarwr I1 was sent to omaha to labor
in the nebraska conference I1 arrived
at omaha and found my way to

street where I1 met elder
JLA G young and elder fawson we
neldkeld our first conference in the city of

washington Lcounty it con-
vened on theithe of november 1896
and continued three days we had a
time of a feast
and received many valuable instruct
doua I1 was assigned to labor with
elderder archibald G young in the city
ofrf hastings adams county we hook
ouroar departure for our field of labor in
abe month of december we called on
theha mayor and found hhnin to be a very
wrfair minded gentleman he granted us
ua privilege to canvass the cityci ty we
gabe10lo called on the edledli tors hastings
fa a population of about and is I1

ofrounded by a beautiful country weat out to canvass theithe eftycity and to dis-
tribute tractstraits and converseconverge wathwl th the

on the gospel all went well
we struck a minister the day

after the papers stated that two mor
aionson eldersEders were in town calcallinglingonon the
ftfamiliesmIlles this aroused a great dealdeai of

the different churches
qrpm holdingbonding meetingsroee tings we called oneona

ay at a hall in the business part of
tathe town where several pastors were

1 holding meeting the reception was
acoold0 we were abused on account ofte belief in the revelations and doedocdoc
trinea oftf the joseph we
could not obtain any church or hall to

iniii but resumed our labor from
kouke to housebouse we made some warm

t tte labored in hastings till the
t spring conference which convened in

omaha the 3rdard of april 11971897 we had
aalt enjoyable time when meeting the

again in conference I1 was as
aifred tiobo return and labor in adamscounty with L S mecham as com-
panion we arrived ait our field of
labor the lath day of aprilais entering our field of labor we bedl
fated the county unto the lord and in

his blessings upon the peoplewe soon secured a place fortereon and then starteds a abour through
theow county it was our first experience

V traveling without money never be
in my life had I1 traveled this way
loundfound chait the lords promises
anade good brother mecham andjl1 meled together for three months

when liehe returned tofco Orr raba my next
comcompanion and co laborer was P J
williams president of the nebraska
conference we pursued our labors in
adams county till fallfail conference and
made many warm friends

our conference convened in council
bluffs iowa october 9 we had a
time of rejoicing there were twenty
one elders in both conferences eight
in nebraska and thirteen in iowabiowa

my next companion was lee S robi-
nson we were assigned to labor in
fairburn jefferson county nebraska
and took our departure on the of
october we labored together torfor six
weeksweek when brother robinson waswaa
called homeh ome on account of alcsicknesskness
I1 remained there three weeks antiand made
a good many warm friends I1 spent
the holidays the of december in
beatrice nebraska at this point I1
was met by andrew andersonandersen from
halliday utah from beatrice we
took train to fort kearneyKearaey nebraskaNeb

milesmile from omaha the next morn-
ing being sunday we voted the bapba p
tast church monday morning we
called on the mayor and got permis-
sion to candess the city we also called
on the editors monday evening we
nailedcalled at the baptist church where the
different churches were holding a un-
ton

un-
ion prayer meeting here we metrev hayden of the presbyterian faith
he tradhad been doing missionary work in
utah having been located atait logan
utah for several he had mostmoot
of our church works and tradhad been lec-
turing on what he called mormonism
for several years he introduced
himself and said you axeare mormon
elders from utah I1 replied in the
affirmative he said he had located us
and was going to oppose us he gave
notice through the press ithac he would
expose the rottenness of MoT
in his church the foIlfollowingDwing sunday
evening when the time arrived for
the exposure the people had gathered
from all parts of the town haH repre-
sented the people of utah their char-acter and moralmarai1 precepts asae blaekblack asaa
possible pallingfailing to secure a building
to holdbold meetings in one pleasant day
we went down the treetstreets and heldmeetingsee tIngs and had large crowds to lis-ten to us we made many friends andgave away tracts andaad we held street
meetings and made mymany warm
friends we labored in this city fortwo months afterwards I1 was as-signed to labor in saunders county
with M P aswe labored in this county for two
months we were led to a family who
had joined theithe church in sweden aboutaboutten years ago later in company withelder john hatch from taylor ari-zona I1 made a tour andheld fourteen meetingsyour in the cause of truth

JOSEPH W JONES

in arkansasarkspollard ark aug 22 1898
about four weeks ago the under

signed left conference headquarters at
bradford to visit saints and friends
in clay county as we had heard that
the persecution which had been raging
there had somewhat abatedonOIL coming here we found things
more favorable than we had anantici-
pated

hicl
and our friends were extremely

pleasedeased to meet us it having been
nearly a year since any of the elders
had them

in january 1897 the elders held a
conference here eaat the conclusion of
which they were mobbed and ever
since until quite recently persecution
has been running high

vengeance is mine I1 win repay
saith the lord so it hashaa been with
the one of them wWM
brought up and fined for the jobjob
which with a charge of stealing cost
him over a hundred dollars and reduced
him to ithe point of starvation be-
sides this death has robbed him of hisbla
mother and a little child and a severe
illness came newlynearly coating him his life
also

one or two more have nearly died
from severe oases of sickness aad
another one has just lostloist his wife one
misfortune after another has overtak-
en them until one would think heychey
bould see their folly the peace loving
citizens have organized a law and or
der society torfor the purpose of uproot-
ing the lawless element which haabas
been running things its own way foror
several years one of the leading
spirits in this movement is our oldald
friend wm wheat the second sun-
day after our arrival we had theithe
ure of organizing a sunday school itis now doing well and prospects areencouraging our conference haloha beendoing a good work this summer and
the elders have been remarkablycemarka by
blessed with good health quite ftanumber have been baptized and theoutlook is favorable for continuation ofthe good work two sunday schoolshave been organized and are now in a
flourishing condition the ekycity of litt-le rock has been canvassed peoplewere quite indifferent to the gospel
but were generous in supplying thewants of the elders for some timethey encountered no opposition butpresently some priests became enragedand determined ththatat something mumustjkbe done accordingly the president ofthe little rock pastorsPastars alliance is-sued an address warning the peopleagainst the subtle mormon elder

mons are trying to rule thestate saldaid the address and they areaa growing menace to our institutionsthe book of mormon and manuscriptfound are oneione and the same thingthere is a dark future for the youngstate of utahubah for every communitywhere they may obtain a following 0nodfor every person that is drawn affB trydytheir subtle eldersBI ders 11

the elders succeeded in getting re-plies published in two of the eltycitypapers many erroneous ideas wmwererefuted and nona doubt much good mmaccomplished the pastors have kaadno more to say through the presa
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at topeka
topeka kansas aug 3rdard aosabout sixteen months since aldei0A C dalley and M 0 miner werecalled to this beautiful andcity with message of glad U

for about five months ttheyhey maxw
the gospel from door to door andnightnight uponji the lighted by manythey were kindly received and truedin november these elders were howhonor-ably releasedrele aeed to return to their bonibomea
but by many their humble testimony
shall never be forgotten and their warm
friends are not a few

in waymay of the present year elderwm T jack organized the east kan-sas confcon trencerence with jos J
formerly president of the cherokee coawn
ference as its president with head-quarters in this city where eldereldea
richardson in company with the wnnm 1

der signed resumed the labors left un-
finished by elders daneydalley and minor

we have labored teaching the Gbocol
from house to house andtand pread
every night that was favorable afi
the streets our meetings have beehft
fairly well attendedmany are convinced of the truths
taught them yet have not the caurscourage
to filcoface the powers otof the worloworld


