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THE “LIBERAL" POLICE FORCE.

The Elsie 8t. Omer, Rose Miller and
(loldle Bhenre ¢ase took a decldely sen-
s.tional turn before Justice Kesler June
27th after the NEwS went to prees.

"It wnae full of ailartilng statements

which are of so rerlous A nature as to
require the mast complete investigation
possible. Following is the testimony:
JOE O’BRIEN,
the nlleged oity detective, wan the first
witness. He testified that he had ar-
rested the defendant. e snid {further:
] know that her p'ace of resldence is

reputed to Le a house of prostitution; [

have seen men enter aAnd come f{rom
the housze during the day and at night.
I visited the piace in person on the
night tbat Miss .Elsle moved there; I
know that beer was sold there, for I
bought it, paid for it And drank it
{Laughter.) Harry Duke({city treas-
uter) told me that the house was dis-
orderly, and be believed resorted to for
purposes of lewdness. A young msn
pamed MeErlain told me that -Miss
Elste was ‘running a houre on the
quiet.’ He 18 o roomer there and
ought to know.”

Attorney Straup here~held n con-
gultation. with hie client and then
asked thnt u subpcena be issued for
McErlain, The request was granted
aod

MARION FIELDS,

R gaudily wttired self-confessed sport.
Ing charscter, took the atand and in
responee to quedtions nervously naid:
] do not know that the generai repu-
tation of the house is bad. I know
thet Miss Elaie Rept furnished rooms
and that a placard to that eflect was
tacked on to the front of the house.?*

Attorney Cond—Is not that a usual
rure f{or women of the defeudant’s
stripe?

» Witnees—I cannot say; sir.

“How long did you remaln there?”

$Only one week,”’

“What did you do?**

#] followed dressmuking.??

YAt the explration of that week

‘where did you go?*?

] entered a house.?

“Did you pay for your buard and
lodging st Mlss Elsle??

“A portlon ot iv. Misy Elsie bolds
my trunk and some of my wenrfug ap.
parel for the remainder.?”

BERGEANT GEORGE A. HHEETS
gaid: I bave known the defendant for
nbout one year. She laa keeperof a
houre of prostitution. I have kept
close watch of her place for the most
of aixty duys Inat pat.

Attorney Cond—Btate why the de-
fendant was not arrested when the
last regular raid was’ made?

Witness—Because the officer who

had charge of that branch of the busi- |

ness reftised to swesr to the complaint.

#\Who was that officer?’? -

“Huge L. Glenn.”

““Why did he refuse??’

«‘Bocause he sald there wae no evi-
dence that she was breaking the law.”?

‘“Have you seen hacks drive up to
the defendani’s house??? .

“] have, both day and night.”

Cross-examined hy Mr. Btraup—
«How do you know that the defend-
ant’s house I8 ot the character set forth
in the complaini?*?

‘Becaure I bave watched it for

'aixty days until one and two o’clock in
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the morning.*’

“And it has taken you all that time
to catch these women?*”

f'Well, no—that ie not exnctly’—
“‘Stand sylde, cali the next witness:’?

#ap OFFICER THOMAS MATTHEWS .

then took the stand and testified Ghat
he had heard Mr. Duke compiain about
the character of the defendant’s house.
He lived in that victnity and could
corroborate Mr. Duke’s statement.
He, too, bad watched the place and
saw men golog inand out.  From his
own knowledge be could not say what
they weut there for but helieved that it
waa for immoral purposes.

POLICEMAN"MIKE SULLIVAN,{

a good natured, six fost, 215 pound
officer, who one time posed before
the public for hofiors as n pugllist but
who gave up the ‘*‘manly art’ to me-
cept a poeition on the police force took
the atand and raid: ‘“I have visited
Mise Elsie’s establishment on EKlghth
South street. I believelt 1é a houss of
iMl-fame.’’

Attorney Coad~—-What did you go
there for?

f¢A trunk.”

"W hose trunk?*’

1*Mime Marion ¥Wleld’s.?

Attorney Btraug—Who
Marion Fields?

‘‘Hhe iathe lady who testified u few [
minutes ago.”

“At whose instance did you go???

“I went at the request of Misas
Field’s. !

“And why did she eelect you for
that purpose?’’

‘She said thatMiss Elsie¢ @as holding
her trunk and sotne thiugs for her hoard
und she wanted me to see about it
und a0 I went there.”’

SBANITARY INSPECTOR SHOWERLI,

teatified that the reputation of the
house was bad. He knew no more
thao that.

Attorney Btraup—Your business,
Mr. Bhowell, s to look after the bealth
ot the ¢ity ia it not ?

Y es 8ir; but not in such crses as
this*? replied the witness with em-
phasis s he left the stand. The audi-
enee roared with Jaughter at the
wlitness’ reaponse and be left the court
room and sought the fresh alr as the
bailiff threatened to tleir the auditor
ium unless slience was maintained.

" UFFICER WILSON
said he assisted 1n placing the defend-
ant Rose Millez und QGoldie Shears
pnder arrest. It was about 11 o’clock
on the night of the 17th ipst. Baw
gevera]l men jump out at the window
and over the fence,

Attorney Btraup why didnet you
arreat them?

Witness-— Hnd no warranots for them.

Attorney Straup—Dop?t you know
Mr. Wilson that there are wire screens
over all the windows und that jumping
through them would be lmpossible?

Witnegs—There may be now,
there was not at that time.

Attorney Btraup—Again I ssy why
did not you arrest these men
of whom you speak ?

Witness—That would bave been tm-
poseible, because they moved with a
rapidity that could mnot easily be
equnlied.

is  Mies |

but

SERGEANT BHEETS

opened by enllin

was recalled and further_testifled—I

saw four men and oDe WOMAD ey.
deavor to escape. The former hud pg
intentlon of golug through the gate
but jumped elear over the fence, apg
scattered in all directions. I did pog
see the men comeout of the building
butsaw them on the porch nnd asthey
ran through the yard aud leaped the
fence.

“Why dido’t you, as auv officer 4y,
search of violators of the Inw, makgg
an attempt to tatch the men as wel| pg
the women? If the place is a house g¢
prostitution the men were certain]y
¢qually guilty, were they noi?*’

%It required nll our time to take carg
of the femals.”’

“Bo,’? anid Mr. Straup, *it requireg
the atrength and diplomacy of three_hig
policemen to arrest three iittle Womep
did it?» !

At this there waes anotherburst of
merriment, and again the baIE wpyg
called upon to restore order. The lpag
question rather confured the witnega
and Attorney Straup did not press h|m'
‘urther but inquired: *‘Iafit not a mat.
ter of faect thui these men you wpw
were merely roomera??

"Well, they acted rather strangely
for regular inmates of the tiouse,”

Witness Wap agaln asked if he -4ig
not think it was his duty to have
placed these men under arrest. Heg
rgplied in the aflrmative, buteaid thyt
it would bave taken at least elght
policemen {0 have done the wopy

¢ tioally reduced the number to ];:
and Straup once mere muttered audih.
ly: “Three policemen —three women_?
and the witness was dismissed, Th,ls
ended the testimony lor the proseey.
tion and

THE DEFENSE 5

M. W. Palmer. Hgq
testifled 1 llve at No. 125 East Fourgp
South, next door to where the defeng-
ant resides. I run a livery stable:
know Mies 8t. Omer; she oocasiopa]]

hires a livery rig from me; hér heusgy
hus a very gnod reputativa s)» far 44
meraie and chastity sre concerned:
have heard no one say aught azaingt it

MRS, M. W. PALMER

wife of the preceding witness wagq
cailed and gave similar evidence. Bh,.
had frequent!y been in the house uyp.
ing the time covered in thejcomplajng

but hai wvever seen anythi g that
would excite her suspicion s 10 the
pluce belng n bad one, It certainly
was very qulet ull hours of the day
and night.

Attormey Coad nsked If it was pgy
possible to conduct a house of prostity.
tien in a quiet manner.

To this the wituess indiguantly re.
plied that she did not know as she hnd
made no such experiment, ~

GEORGE HENRY
testifled thrt he lived at 375 south
Btate sireet, within two bundred fuet’
of Miss Bt, Omer’s resldence. He wag
A grocery and provision dealer and had
often dellvered goods there. He under-
stood that the defendant was keeplpg
roomete. The defendant had owed
him $200 for goode and on inquiring ag:
to herreliability he was intormed that
the onue maintained a sporting house
but that she had reformed and wa;
going to get married; sald sperting
house wue Dot the one in question, Mr.
Brixen bad told him that Mlias St.
Omer was ‘“good pay,” 50 good in fact
thet he proposed to liquidate his bill
for him |f necessary. e had taken



