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and even momentary welldofog s 8o
much vained, thoueh persistence in pi
mo+t advantsge a: everyone kuowas,

N Jdoubt at this semsnn of the year

resolutions are thick an snowflaker; but
41f the nutorme je a3 bhefore, most o'
them wlill be transient and soo'n pase
away, It }=apoordiug to theold couple ;
$tthe devil was sick, the devi] a monk
would be; the ifev)] uol well—rhe devi}
& monk was be}?? norie this meant to
deter a person from making resol ves,
for there are conditions when iheee
will he malntained, as thrre are when
yetroceslon - s as  wpear  gertaln
as & thing oso be. Durlng the
festivitle« of the past twop wewks, Dn
doubt’ exceswr has heen Lthe parent of
meny thou hts, Temptatinn yielded
to In the matter of drink, food, arenvia-
tione «nd practices han wounded the
inexperienced of both sexee; hut the
#:gpi-er,recond thrught*’hrouv bt regreis
and 5 asnrrow which 18 likeiy to be
permanent. Those who are simply
slock »8 ap effrot of probably over-
ipduigence ip »« gymmon practios, wiill
in the majority of cases glide back a.
they nave dote before, The te wporary
headache, while idisagreeable, ia ar
old experience; the syetem upset by
Jate heors er indiges fon ie but a repe.
tition of the past, and little hoje can
be {ndulgrd in as to theee becoming
the parent of real reform. In unnum
bered caren puch feelinge become
chropic when lite i8 a burtheo because
the capacity for erjvraent is dead-
ened hy continuous asuae,
" The *turning over of & Dew leal”
oapnot be done ic any spasmodio kind
of way, There must he deciston te-
hind the trying; will power,determina.
tlon, and a guiet intention forme:
have dune, can do wonders. The ef-
fusive pérénn wWho tella everybody what
he jagning to do, I8 very often a [ail-
ure, Wehave Enown those who were
golpew tn keep the ““Word nf Wisdom,?*’
beginoing with the New Year, or after
hearing 8 very pointed discourse; and
far tno often ‘*the Inst state of ihes-
wans woree than the firer.” The richt
motive was lacking, or the spirit
peeded correction In eome way; for
men 80d wornenD RIfe weak as to appe-
tite; in some the taste is hereditary, or
formed in early life; *‘use has hecome
eecond nature,’? and even the smel) nf
Hquor, brer, tobaoeo, tea or coffee 18 a
temptation. If Io the way of there,
registance weaken9d inlo use, and use
Japsen into undue Indulgence, To
nacrifioe the feelings, lastes. appetites
acgnired during long years is not eary
to nrdinary human nature, and habita
formed graduosally, inorense fn strencth
with years, We haveseen men suffer
when deprived of these arficles Lo
which they bad become agcustomed.
We invesren women lost in feeling
and spirits when the Lea or coffee war
not forthcomipg, and the table was
cheerless with sny substitute whether it
ecort more or leas,

Now, whilethe old Scorintures say
emphatically, that ‘‘no Jdrunkar.t shall
inberit the kingdem of heaven,’ anfd
whjle modern Boriptiure points nut that
blesriug follows obedience to law, the
price to he pald for sbetinence or obe-
diene s deemed too bigh, ir atatistics
are rellahte—and figures do not He—for
the gunsumption of all these divinely
reprobated thinga fs pretly heavy
nmong the members of the Church of
Jesug Christ. While many would fain

hope that a littie delinqueucy will he
overlgoked, and that the matter can he
made log serlous, or that some other
thing is quite as pernlcious abnd prab.
ahly mure so, it capnot he overlooked
that it would be vastly better it the
rining weperation were full abstainers,
It 13 equally clear that example js a
«reater factor thap words in perpetu-

ating 1he custormna of the isthers,
who bhad vot Lthe light of
the day fp which we move

B me things there are end have heep
In family life which affect the pster-
1y in A mnre deleterioue fashion ihan
»ll the lapses alluded toj but nelther
'he press bpor the pulpit volces any
remonstranve, or fpeists upen any
replraint thrugh thousande ure alaip
for cau<e, where only tens suffer from
eatine apd ortlokiog forhidden things,

if snme of our ‘Ysons of thurder?
would proclaim agninst kpgwn sexuai
+xcesse9 and perveralnms, With the
8ime lervorthat they dJo agaipst tea,
onffre, tobacco apnd liquors, there
would be fuwer worn-nul wives, auo
the number of deatha—in!antile and
advanoed—would be very much re.
tuoed; Aeparation woul) Le less 0 m-
mobn »nd dlvorce cases less Dumerous
than they are today. Tbpere is work
being done ID this direction we
«pow. Intelligence 1= belug ex-
tended as to the use, exercise and pre:-
ervation of functivn, but f§t f» nol
ueal »0 thorough wabd universai
a3 the times require. The practice
fully of the Word of Wlesdom woulu
mitigate much o' thie, of gour-e; for it
in well un.erstood that the porma
action of uarcotice and stimulapta s
upon the hage hrain—the passions, an
ft needs Do prophet, or revelation either
valy where'tuere la tgourance, Lo tell
thut tf epirituality, if communion witi,

the heavehs, if the Jivine spirit, wue'

tucreseed hy the use of such thiogs,
they never would have been forbt.
den, -
Muoh has heen #aidl se to the expen
diture upon & series of srticles by th+
prople of Uiah. Thbis fa all freely
admlitted, and the uses to which sailu
means couid he diverted are so numer-
oue, and so self-evidently bepeHolal,
and ar much llke comoion senwe, thai
it is almost surpriving =0 litile 1»
thought of this festure. However, ii
Ine voice of authority cannot accom.
plish the degired resuit, the press cao
do stli] less, and it s possible that im:
temperate advocacy of a truly good
bing may produce a resistapce which
auvother method would never provoke,

In the true eystem of lifs and living,
there ia an wssenttal harmony of activu
iu principle, Hach ope s auauxilfary
to the other, auu the keeping of a pri-
mary or first pringiple prepares the way
for many others. When trausposed or
whep a necessary priociple 18 Iypored,
there is cot that couesion which b in-
voparable from cnneer vatlve snd order-
i¥ recognitlion of and ohedieuce ro law,
A structure of mab’s crestion ma;
tave good corper founp fallons, Yet be
delective on the sider; apd fundamen
tala |n religion may be heid sacredly,
but the iplerstices of life may only
share iu part in the solidity and stabil
Ity of the prominent ides} and tbere ig
an order which ia just as tmporinnt
moraily and splrituslly as there
is order in eecular things., RBay
agriocuiture for fpstance; Hrat lapu,

then molsture, then ploughing, har

rowing, seeding, etc., etc.—thwse oan;
not be reversed as prelimipary to muc-
cew,

The plth ot the thought is this, that
resolve, re-formatton, 1a Dot to be fully
secuced by personai effuria. A person
may be cvoovinced, msy have will
power, self-confldence, ap arsuranoce
that he cab—nay, that he will, over-
come;, but'all experience {a thaf “the
race {8 notalways tn the swliff, nor the
battleto the atrong,* There are unseen
forcesip the morui and spirttual worid
ag therv ure in the physical. We kuow
of these by what we sec—hy their
+ffecte; and in regard to the higher
domsin we have resd, *‘the wind blow-
oth where it lialeth and thou kearest
the #sgund thervof, bhut cabDoot tell
whence 1t cometh or whither |t qoeth,
80 @8 cvery one that 8 born of the
spwrit.”  Alf eebee of Infirmny, of
weunkness, of possible fallure, ie revn of
sxperience by that spint. All resoive,
4}l desire, all « flurt, in bhegoiten of the
same epirit. The ideas of moral rectl-
wude,of spirltusl progrese,of gtand man-
nood, are loapired of this apirit, and
all jfte monDitiona are suggeslive
48 to where atrength ls, its source, its
acceselbility, fts spplication snd fis
success, Humabp eftort alone means
simple fatture; with divine help ihere
‘is Dothiog put what ¢an be vverc me,
Hundom, ostentatious, self-gioriiying
intent, promise, struggle, will ever he
wore or less desultory, spssmodie, de-
pending oo Limes, dates, searonv, hke
birthdays, New "Years, baptirm, or
sepecial sorrow perchance, wiithout
relerence (o prinolple, or decided aith
in » promised hlessing.

Now it is to be presumed that most
of the Baints understand this, but we
oflen hear these topies discussed wlth
4 levity, 8 ma: ifestation of incredulilty
ag It were, or as of no .mporiange.
Woe are then sure of the outcome) we
need not ne & prophet to foresee failure,
it is inevitahle, But the humbhje, con-
scleptious, progresslve man or woman
who resolves in the strengih of Iarael’s
God, and olaims His epirit .to “*help
his infirpoities? will bave & seDse of
power; and resolutions made at New
Years or any other time will bave a
harveat of good snd en@urlng work.

THE MANDAMUS CASES.

After sundry delays and postpane.
mentstbe bearing o o the mandemna
and prohihitfon proceedirgs Inatituted
agsinet the members of the Tinh Com-
missiop, srising out of the late electivp,
tegan Tourday in the Third dies
met court, before Judge Bartch,
There was a large atlendance of speo.
tators, many of whom halied from
Sappete counts, and spme of whom
had been vrougtt as witnesses,

The petitl -ners were represented hy
Judee Beunett, Zupe & Zane and Hiles
& Miger; the defendanis’ Cape Waa en-
tiusted to Judges Henderson and
Powers and Attorney Parley L, Wil-
liaine,

Juudye Henderson was upable to he
present, heiny ergaged in an impor-
t ntcare in Judge Merritt’s court, and
Judge Bennpett likewlse toek no active
part in the day’s proceedings afier the’
teartng had been fairly launched,
th: ugh he was fn attendance’s portion
of ' the time, i

Aillthe commissioners” were: present



