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misery and to relleve others
from the burden of charity, then mur-
der for these purposes is equally justifi-
able, For it a suffering being really
ought totake his own life, for the
benefit of himself and others, and if he
Lias not courage to do so, or is too ig-
norant to resort to that expedient, it
would clearly be the duly of those
around him to assist him and to
shorlen  his sufferings by means of a
poisonous drug, a bullet or a well
directed stab. 1his, coneclusion is
inevitable, and it needs no argument
that premises on which a doctrine of
murder ean be builtare wrorg.
Human jife is sacred, From the
very beginning, when the Almighty
taught His children to rule over the
world and sll thinge found therein, He
plainly told them even the beasts of
the fleld would be held aceountable for
the elaying -of a howman belng
(Gen, 9:5), The reason given is, that
man was made ip the image of God.
A murderer and a suicide then lays
sacrilegivus bands upon the image of
his Muker. Thatis why suicide is apnd
remaline a great eip, whatever beathen
philosophers may argue to the contrary.

——r

NO DRINKS OX THE SCAFFOLD.

A custom that would be better hon-
ored in the breach than the obeervance
has grown up around the method of a

murderer’s taking-ufl’ by the offigers of
the law which he has violated, We
refer to the practice of allowing the
copdemned wrelch, during bis last
hours of mortality, all the liyoor that
he chooses to msk for. It will be re-
membered that in the recent execution
in this Terrltory, one of the first re-
quests of the deomed man when
informed that all hope of
commutation of sentence must be
abandoned, was for “plenty for good
whisky.” The precedent in such
cases was doubtless followed during
the remainder of Davls’s slay In the
penitentiary; the request was probably
granted. Indeed, one report of his
execution represented him as in an
almost maudln state of drunkennese,
This may have been an exaggeration;
but all the reporta ugree Lhat even
after arriving st the fatal wspot and
while standing upon the very brink of
the grave, the miserable map’s de-
mand tor hiquor was least Lwice acced-
ed to. !

Now, we submii that itisa false
idea of . either duty or. pity that
prompts a eompliauce with sueh a re-
quesl; and we do this the more readily
because it i= of record that the present
U. 8. Marshal for Utah showed ex-
treme reluctance in yielding in the
caze¢ under discussion. There is
no reason why a creature that has been
found guilly of murder should have
his lagt hours made pleasant; or why
be should bs either stimulated to firm-
ness or rendered wholly or in part un-
copecious for the fatal moment. In
the ease in point the last words of the
erimin | were foul, brutal, and dis.

gusting 1n the extreme, Whether
the liquor he bad eswallowed
was reeponsible for any part of

them, or at best rerved only to bring
out the low 1nstinets of that wretched
heart, matiere not at all, Had be been
pent to his account without any sign
or suspicion of intoxication there could

have been in this no reproach toany
one pave perhaps the piliable and ili-
balanced scribe who knew no. better
than to defile his eolumns. with the
obacene part of the narrative. But the
law, which does not allow the ad-
ministering of opiatea or arz:thelics to
deaden the sensesof the condemned,
would seem also by inference to forbid
the giving to bim stimulants or in-
toxicants. Al any rate we believe
this Interpretation will be mccepted
with'general favor; and we are Eure no
officer of the law will be deemed
guilty of eruelty or inhumanity if, to
such demands as have been referred to,
he resolutely turns a deaf and unwil-
ling ear.

THE SCANDINAVIAN TROUBLE.

—_—

The Associated Press correspondent
at Stockbolm, in 8 recent dispatch,
represents the feeling in Bweden as
intengely bitter towards Norway, on
account of the Incessant agitation in
the latter country for a dissolution of

the union. The general oninion is, he
thinke, that separativn shuvuld be re-
sigted 'even at the cost of war,

It is probable thatthe conservative

party in Bweden are still clamoring
orarmed Inter.erence in the aflaizs of
Nurway, but it 18 nevertheless certain
Lthat the liberal eentiment is now so
strong in Bweden that it woula take
much provocation. to make such
a lamentable event possible. ‘The
iaot  is that in_both countries
the wentiment in favor of .a
republic bas steadily been growiog,
and at present the guarrel of Norway
with the government is by a great
many looked upon as & necessary pre-
{imipary to the floal abolishment of
every vestige of wmonarchial institu-
tions on the Scandinaviau penicsula.
That is one reason why the war pre-
dietiongs are not likely to be fulfilled,

Besides, the experience of the
Swedish armies in Norway in former
timee Is not encouraging to those who
otherwige might feel iaclined to under-
take an invasion. The couniry, with
its numerous ijelds and fjords, is
practically inacceesible to hostile forees,
and it bas an army in no respect in-
ferior to any country of 1its size,
while it population of slurdy
farmers and fishermen are brave and
filled with euthusiastic patriotism.
The government of Sweden, alter calm
reflection, would hesilate in commenc-
ing & campalgn that, even uader fuv-
orable circumetances, would bring ruin
to bota countries,

The present trouble in Norway may
be said to date back to the very day of
the unjon with Sweden, Norway, when
caet, adriit by Denmark, of which
couplry it was a provioce, wanted
independence under & kiog of its own
cholee, But Lhe powers of Europe
turced its representatives to accept tue
Swedigh kiog, an arrangement which
the Jatier was to accept as a poor com-
veusation for tre transfer of Finland to

Rusgsia, The upion thus established
was vever  eordlally accepted.
Anud about  the only visible

sign of it at preeent is that Lhe two
countries bave a common Jdiplomatic
and cousular service abroad. Io near-
ly all other respecta the countries are
a8 independent of each other as any
two countries in the world. The Nor-

rceive seratiny and

wegian radicals now claim that their
country should bave its own dipla-
matic and con ular representatives in
forelgn countries. If they succeed, as
they probably will, In electing a ma-
jority in the Btorthing, the question
will undoubtedly be breught to an
issue the coming winter, and the fate
of the Beandinavian union thereby be
decided; for there can be no doubt
that the ultimate result  will
be to ' declare the throne of
Norway vacant and the establishment
of a republic will follow. For this
purpose. it is essenlial to. Norway
to bave 8 diplomatic service of
its own &t the Kuropean courts and
to have represeniatives who are able
to work up a sentiment in Europe in
favor of such a chiange.

In Bweden the Norwegian agitation
is but little understood, as a general
rule, It is Jooked upon a#s rather
strapge, Norway has during thiscen-
tury enjoyed the greatest prosperity
and dveveloped with glgantic
strides. from a destitute province
to an independeunt country with
vast wealth, The people enjoy lib-
erty and eell-government to the fullest
extent, In some instances they are
ahead of the Bwedes. Hence the
whole question assumes the nature of
a puzzleon the eastern slope of the
peninsula to those who fail to see that
the tendency of the age is towards the
establishment of demceratic principles
everywhere. Yet, it is probable that
if the representatives of Norway de-
cide on a republican foria of govern-
ment, the existing union will
be dissolved  without bloodshed,
An offensive and deensive al-
liance would then probably
be established between the two coun-
tries; and that would answer every
purpose better than the present com-
paet which has given rise to so much
bad feeling and prought no particalar
benefit to Bweden.

—_———

BY ALL MEANS INYESTIGATE!

Jt may be premature to prowmise in-
teresting developments as a result of
the Jabors of the investigating com-
mittee talked of at last evening’s
session of the City Counell in connec-
tion with the joiot city and county
building now nearing completion; but
there ig perfect safety in saylng that if
the Investigation be thorough, there
will be some discoveries that will make
the taxpayers in general, and the
bonest, plain, humble class ip particu-
iar, open wide thelr eyes in wonder.

Lt the inquiry be searching, mioute
and complete! Lt the charges and
perquisites of the architects be looked
inte! . Let the peculiarities of the
abandonment o! the contract, and the
tubstitution of the ‘‘day’s work?”
aystem, be exhibited to the public eye!
Liet the wages paid, the number and
ciass of wirimen employed—especislly
the present and recent item of [oremen
or overseers in comparison with Lhe
pumber of men under each one, re-
publicity!  Let
Lthat all-absorbing aud  unueasing
avepue of multiplied expenses—
“fextras’? and  “variatiops [rom
original plans”=%5e probed, explored
and described! Let a great and
willing apd patient—but at last per-
haps  wrathful—commupity under-



