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I HAVE beenrequested by Brother
Richards to address the Young
Men’s Literary Association organ-
ized here in Ogden, together with
such individuals as should be pres-
ent on the ocecasion. I do so cheer-
fully, although, I must say, in the
commencement of my remarks,that
I have had no time whatever to di-
gest the subject I propose to speak
upon thisevening; other duties have
been so numerous,including thosein
the Legislative Assembly, that I
have scarcely had a moment’s lei-
sure to devote to its consideration.
The subject upon which it has been

roposed that I should address you

s, The Increased Capacities and |

Powers of Man in his Future State.
It is a subject which is theological
in its nature, and cannot be treated
altogether in a scientific point of
view, for all that we know con-
cerning the future state of man is
by divine revelation, and in no
other way; hence we shall be under
the necessity, from the very nature
of the subject, to appeal to the rev-
elations which God has given, both
ancient and modern, in relation to |
the future state of man, and the ca-
cities with which he will be en-
owed in the world to come. How-
ever, there may be connected with
this subject many scientific ideas
by way of illustration.

We find oorselves here in this
world in the enjoyment of intelli-
gence, light and teuth in some
measure far above nnf’ creatures
which God has made. Placed here
upon the earth among the myriads
of its creatures, man seems to be
prominent, in fact the masterpiece
of creation, a being endowed with
intelligence and reasoning powers,
and with more or less power over
all other beings and creatures upon
the face of the earth. But still,not-
withstanding his intellectual pow-
ers and faculties, man, in his pres-
ent condition, is a poor, weak, frail,

l

| have;"’

fallen being, subject to afflictions,
pains, accident, and sickness, and

after a while he off from
this stage of action.
The inquiry mnaturally arises

among all people, whether this be-
ing called man exists after this body
crumbles back to its mother earth,
and whether the intelligent part of
man continues to exist, or whether
it dies with the bod_v‘}’ There are
many reasons to suppose that man
will exist in a future state. Those
who believe in a Supreme Being,
capable of producing man and the
earth upon which he dwells might,
almost without the aid of revelation,
- maturally conclude that man, being
the workmanship of the hands of
that Supreme Being, was not in-
tended to pass away and be forgotten
with the termination of this brief
existence, but that he was intended
to live hereafter. But wbken we
search the sacred records on this
subject, we find an abundance of
evidence and proof to thoroughly
satisfy ourselves that when we lay
down these bodies to rest in the
ve, if we are Saints, we lay them
own with the expectation and with
the full assurance and hope that
they will be resuscitated and will
ain live, in a more perfect form
than what they exist at the present
time. We look for this, we hope
for it, we pray for it, we seek with
all our hearts to be prepared for this
future state of being and the first
resurrection.

 When we examine divine revela-
tion upon the subject of the resur-
rection, we find that every part of
this mortal tabernacle that is laid
down in the grave, so far as needful
to constitute a ‘%errmt bodty, will be
resurrected. e are informed to
this effect in various revelations,but
more especially in the Book uf}inr-
mon; and I suppose that the young
men who organized this Association
believe in that sacred and divine re-
cord as well as in the Bible,and also
in the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants, therefore I shall address my-
gelf to them as to persons who are
believers therein.

| he weighs but a few pounds; he con-

In the Book of Mormon we ﬁnd‘

Alma discoursing upon the resur-
rection of the dead, and also Amu-
lek, and they both testify that the
bodics we lay down in the grave
will come forth again, that every

rt will be restored to its perfect
rame; both those prophets declare
that every limb and joint will be re-
stored, though the body crumble
back to mother earth,and the bones
—the most solid portions of the hu-
man system,will be dissolved and re-
turn again to the dust. They declare |
that the materials will be brought
together and reconstructed, that
bone will come to its bone, and that
the flesh that now clothes these
bones, and the sinews and skin
which cover the flesh will also be
restored. KEzekiel the prophet,in
the 37th chapter of his prophecy,
says that bones and Hesh, sinews
and skin will all come forth and be
made out of the dust into a perfect
tabernacle, and everything will be
restored to ite perfect frame; and so

rticularly do the prophets Amu-
ek and Alma discourse upon this
subject, that they declare that not
even one hair of the head shall be
lost.

Some, Eerlmps, might suppose
that, as the human tabernacle is
composed of certain familiar ele-
ments, such as hydrogen, oxygen,
carbon and the various elementary
principles that exist around us
when the body is dissolved anc
those various elements are scattered
and driven to the four winds, as in
the case of the burning of a body,
and those elements enter into the
composition of vegetables, and the
vegetablesare eaten I:gv animals,serv-
ing to increase their flesh and again,
these animals are eaten by human
beings, that these continual trans-
fers of matter from one state and
condition to another would preclude
the idea of the resurrection of the
same body again. But there are
several things to be considered in
relation to this matter. We havea
revelation in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants called *‘“T'he Olive
Leaf,”” which says,—“Ye which
have been quickened by a portion
of the celestial glory, shall in that
day receive even a fulness, even ye
shall receive your bodies,which are
the same bodies that you now
This seems to be so plain
that we are obliged to admit that
we shall receive the same bodies.

Now the fact that the particles
which compose our bodies undergo
so many transmutations after we
leave this mortal existence entering
into the flesh of animals then help-
ing to build up the bodies of other|

which would be six feet. Now can
we sup that when a man rises
from the dead that he will come
forth witn nailssix feet long?(laugh-
ter.) I cannot conceive any such
thing, and yet this is a portion of
the body, and men, in the resurrec-
tion, will have nails the same as
they have here, but I expect the
will be of a reasonable length, an
a sufficient portion of the nails of
his fingers and toes will be resur-
rected to make handsome ﬂnmelly
nails on the fingers and toes, while
all the rest will be surplus and un-
necessary. & A

Then again, we are in the habit
of having our hair shingled. "This
custom is generally commenced in
childhood, say three or four years
old, and continued through life,
and in the course of a year per-
haps four or five inchesof hairmay
be cut from the head and cast away.
Now, in seventy-two years,if a man |
did not lose his hair altogether, he
would perhaps cut off something
like twenty-four feet of hair and
beard. Can we suppose that in the
resurrection we shall come forth
with our hair and beard a rod long?
I do not look for any such thing.
When therefore, we read in the
Book of Mormon that every hair of
the head shall be restored, I do not
expect that the whole of the mat-
ter that has been incorporated in
the hair or in the beard will be re-
stored, but I look for a sufficient
quantity of the material once ex-
isting in the hair and beard to be
restored to make one appear come-
ly, for the hair is an ornament.

It is said by some, whether true
or false I shall not pretend to say,

immortal beings have eaten food,
that even our first parents, Adam
and Eve, before they fell, while they
were yet immortal, were permitted
to enter into the Garden of Eden,
and that they had food to eat of a
vegetable nature, that they were
permitted to eat of all the fruits of
the gurden except one. But was
that absolutely necessary that the
might remain immortal beings?
doubt it very much. Immortality
was stam upon their very sys-
tems, and they would have been
this day alive had they mnot trans-
gressed the commandments of God
whether they had eaten food or not.
In the beginning the beasts of the
field fed upon vegetables, In the
first chapter of the Book of Genesis
we read —“*And God said, Behold I
have given you every herb bearin
secd, which is upon the face of al
the earth, and every tree, in the
which is the fruit of a tree yielding
seed; to you it shall be for meat.
Aud to every beast of theearth, and
to every fowl of the air, and to
everything that creepeth upon the
earth, wherein there is life I have
%iven every green herb for meat.”’
n those days, while Adam and Eve

and fish did not destroy each other,
which would indicate immortality.
If in those days the lion would eat
the lamb, the wolf, the kid, and
ravenous beasts would devour_their
fellow beasts, it would have heen an
indication that mortalily existed
then in the earth; but there was no
such thing as mortality when man
was first J;I:wed in the Garden of
Eden. Neither beast of the field,
fowl of the air nor fish of the sea

that, independent of sickness and | was then subject to death, but all,

losing and regaining our flesh, a
robust man once in seven years,

like man, were immortal, and yet
they partcok of food, but their food

throws off the greater portion of the | was of a vegetable nature.

materials of his body; that even the
very bones of our bodies give out
material which is thrown off, and
so much so that when a part of a
bone is taken away it is replaced by
the ordinary process of partaking
of food,&ec. This may, or may not
be Hﬂ,t do not pretend to say, al-
though it is generally believed by
scientific men, J)h ysieians and those
who have made experiments that
this is the case. Now suppesing it
is true, a man who livesto be sev-
enty-seven years old would change
his entire body eleven times during
the course of his life. Do we sup-
pose that, when man comes forth in
the resurrection, he will possess all
the flesh he has gained and lost by
sickness and ined in health, and
all that he has lost and recovered in
these septennial changes? If so he

human beings would almost seem,
especially to the minds of infidels
in opposition to the idea of a resur-
rection; and I do mnot believe that
every particle that is ever incorpor-
ated in the systems of human crea-
tares will be resurrected with them,
I have no such idea. But a sufli-
cient amount of the particles which
have once been incorporated in the
system will be used by the Al-
mighty in the resurrection to make
perfect and complete tabernacles for
celestial spirits todwellin. Theidea
that every particle that ever entered
into the composition of our mortal
bodies will be resurrected is incon-
sistant; for who does not know that
a man often changes in weight?
For instance, when he is an infant

tinues to increase in flesh through
the food that he partakesof,and not
only in flesh but also in the size of
his bones until he attains perhaps a
hundred and ninety pounds in ad-
dition to the ten or twelve pounds
that he weighed in infaney. Then
again he wastes away by some long
lingering sickness, and after hav-|
ing been several months brought
down he weighs himself and finds
that he has lost sixty or seventy
unds of flesh. Wherehas it gone?
mewhere; it has disappeared.
Again he revives from his sickness
and he begins to recruit by partak-
ing of various kinds of nourish-
ment, and by and bye he weighs
perhaps two hundred pounds. An-~
other fit of sickness overtakes him
and he loses fifty or sixty poundsin
weight again,and thusin the course
of a long life, by intervals of sick-
ness and health, perhaps some
twelve or fifteen hundred pounds of
matter have departed from his body,
and been renewed again through
the food that he has eaten.

Then again, we are in the habit
of taking Kknives or rasors and par-
ing our nails every little while, so
much so that we can safely say that
in the course of a year we cut oft
or pare from our fingers and Loes,as
the case may be,perhaps an inch of
pail, and this rate,a man who lives
to be seventy-two years of age would
pare off seventy-two inches of nail,

would possess one or two tons of
matter in his physical system asa
tabernacle for the spirit to dwell in.

We read that, after Jesus rose from
the dead, he appeared to his disci-
ples while they were cut fishing,
and he called them to the shore and
said—* Children, have yeanymeat?’’
They soon-discovered that it was
the Liord who ha | appeared to them,:
and they came to the shore, and
bruiled some fish on a fire of coals,
and Jesus partook with them, yet
he was an immortal being, But
whether it was necessary for him to
eat in order to sustain himself is
another question, But ean immor
tal beings live without food? Yes,
even the children of mortality can
live without food when the Lord
sees prndper. For instanee, Moses,
on two different occasions, when he
went up into the mount, was there
forty days and forty nights, and the
Scripture says, expressly, that he
neither ate nor drank during that

time. Now if a person in mortalit
could be sustained forty days and

I do not for a moment suppose any | forty nights, on two oceasions, as
such thing, but all this, except the | Moses was, why would it be neces-

amount really necessary to make a
perfect, proportionate tub-rnacle for
the spirit to dwell in, will be su;ins
madtter,

What becomes of this surplus
matter? The beasts, fowls and fish
and all living creatures are to be
resurrecled, and if man has had in-

sary for an immortal personage to.
eat to preserve life, Ip?:hiuk.-t-glehey

nd, it may have certain beneficial
tendencies that we know nothing
about; but as they are raised to
immortality it secarcely seems proba-
ble that that samortality will be

corporated in his system in the
course of his mortal life nine-tenths
more matter than it needs to make a

erfect resurrected body, why not
et that surplus matter go where it
belongs—to the beasts of the field,
to the fowls of the air and the fish
of the sea, that they may receive
their tabernacles, and be resurrect-
ed? Itis said by some that there
are certain portions of the body
which do not dissolve. If there
are, I do not know anything about
it. The bones dissolve, and the
flesh, sinews, skin, teeth and hair,
and every par!i of the human body
with which we are acquainted re-
turns to dust. If such be the case
there must be a restoration, for if
the body
could not be a restoration.

We will now pass along, and ask,
in regard to the condition of the
body after its resurrection, will it
then be subject to pain, sickness
and sorrow? No, we are told in
Secripture, upon which we found our
arguments, that when the new heav-
ens and the newv earth wsre made
God will make all things new, and
there shall be no more sorrow nor
pain, neither shall there be any
more death,but pain, sorrow, weep-
ing and death will be done away;
consequently t{he immortal body
will be free from all those evils that
have come by the fall. Let us ex-
amine another thing in regard to
the immortal body. Will it be ab-
solutely necessary to receive nour-
ishment by food? 1 do not ask
whether immortal beings will par-
take of food—that is another sub-
jeet—but will it be necessary Lo par-
take of food to sustain and preserve

did not dissolve there |

the immortal body? We read that

dependent upon eaung and drink-
izg for ifs preservation, in the tes-
timony of our Savior to his A postles
we learn that resurrected ings
will eat and drink; for says he—"Ye
that have followed me in the regen-
eration shallsit upon twelve thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel,
and ye shall eat and "drink at my
table,” When will that be? Dur-

ing the Millennium, after the resur-

rection of those twelve apostles, and

when Jesus descends from heaven

they will descend with him, and
when he sits upon his throne in one

of the apartments of the Temple,

the twelve apeostles will sit upon |
their thrones, each one having a

separate tribe of Israel over whom

he will reign; and when dinner is

ready, or supper, as the case may

be, they will sit down at the Lord’s

table, and will eat and drink in his

presence. We might say much

more in relation to this matter, but

if there is anything revealed to

prove that immortality is depen-

dant upon eating and drinking, the

same as our mortal lives are depen-

dant upon it I am not aware of it

There is another subject that nat-
urally arises in reflecting upon the
future state of man, and his physi-
cal and mental capaeities in that
state, and that is, Will man, after
the resurrection, require sleep? I
think net. Many, perhaps, will
argue that things of this life are
typical of those which will take
place in the world to come. I deny
it in some things. T'here are many
things as they were originally de-
signed and organized, which were
typical of things to come or as they
will exist hereafter; then there are
many things that are not typical of

were immortal, the beasts, fowls|tothe immortal body

eat, perhaps, because it is a pleasure, |

the world to come. For instance,
we die here; is that any evidence
that we shall die hereafter? Oh no,
death is a consequence of the imper-
fections introduced by the Fall; it
was not in the body when our first
parents were placed in the Garden
of Eden, Man brought death upon
himself, and it and other evilsin-
troduced by that event will be done
away, and henee in a future state
will not exist. Sleéep refreshes us
here in this life, and we spend about
one-third part of our time in that
condition, and it is absolutely nec-
egsary to our existence in mortality;
for without it we should soon perish
and die. But because that is the
case here, shall we say that it will
be necessary in a future state? I
think not. It looks inconsistent to
me, and like an imperfection in the
great work of the Creator, to sup-
pose that for about one-third part
of all future eternity intelligent be-
ings are to forget even their own
existence in slumber, knowing
nothing that is transpiring around
them in the one-third part of the
thousands and millions of o
come. It does not look reasonable.
Having said this much in regard
and its in-
creased ers and faculties, let me
inquire still farther, Will this tab-
ernacle, after the resurrection, be
subjeet to the same universal laws
of nature that now regulates terres-
trial things, and not only terres-
trial but celestial, that is the heav-
ens and planetary system aboveus*
Will mankingd, in other words, be
chained down and limited by those
laws that now prevail. Will heat
burn an immeortal being and pro-
duce pain as it burns the tabernacle
of mortality? I think not.  Even
here in this world children of mor-
tality bave been placed in eondi-
tions where they have been subject
to the most intense heat, ns in the
case of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, the three Hebrew chil-
dren, who were placed in-a furnace
where the fire had been made seven
.times hotter than it was wont to be;
ﬁrububly the most intense heat they
new how to produce was prepared
for these men of God, so great in-
deed was it that those whe cast
them into the flames were consum-
ed by it while so doing, but the
three Hebrews were not affected by
it. Now if childreg of mortality
ecan so far prevail against the ele-
ment of fire that it has not
even to scorch a hair of their heads,
how muech greater will be the power
of those who are immortal! Hence,
I do not believe that heat will have
any tendenecy to dissolve, destroy,
injure or to produee any unpleasant

Y | effects npon them, as it has with us

here in this world. Here then will
be an increase of er and capaci-
ty, so far as the y is concerned,
over and above that which we have
in this life. |

“Again, we find that here in this
life we are chained down by an-
other law, namely the law of gravi-
tation, has such power and
influen er us that with all the
exertions we can make with our
bodily energies, we can only rise a
few feety, by a spring, abeve the sur-
face of the earth, and by bringing
into activity some of the elements
of nature, for instance, inflating a
balio: i with hydrogen gas, orsome
gas that 15 much lighter than the
commonatmosphere that we breathe
a person is enabled to ascend some
six or seven miles into the air. But
this is in obedience to certain laws
with which we are well acquainted,
bringing into requisition certain
materials liﬁhter than the atmos-
phere, which it buoys up as it does
smoke. Now will the children of
immortality be subject to the law of
gravitation? ‘When they please tn
walk upon the earth—an act per-
formed by virtue of the law of
Ernvitatiﬂn—thby can do so. We

ave an example of this in our Sa-
vior walking after his resurrection,
with two of his disciples, and con-
versing with them en many sub-
jects; also when he descended on
this American continent and walk-
ed around among the Nephites, go-
ing a little way and kneeling down
upon the ground and praying to his
Falher, showing that, for the time
being, he was subjeet t) the law of
gravitation, that is, he permitted it
to bhave power over him. But he
had a superior power given fo him,
by which he could control the law
of universal gravitation just as he
pleased, as in the case of his ascen-
sion from the Mount of Olives eon-
trary to the laws of gravitation, and

a cloud receiving him froam the
-sight of his diseiples who stood gaz-

ing on the seene. . |

Again, we find - that, besides the
immortal Savior, m rtal men have
had power over gravis=iivl, se'that

wer .



