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well we are in omaha though
some three or avremore railways now
span the northern half of this con-
tinent yet the city of omaha irmust
for ever be associated with overland
travel taeta e away omaha and the
union pacific from the stories of
western travel and you take away
all that is romantic poeticbetic and in-
terestingtereste tinse from the great plains and
the magnificent mountains with
this route is associated the exodus of
the latter day saints from the
egypt of illinois the terrible rush
of the california gold hunters the
expedition of premontfremont and also
that of lewis and darkclark

the history of amaba as a town
or city is saldsaid to begin in 1853 A
party of explorers located at kanes
ville across the river conceived the
idea of investigating the coucountry on
the nebraska side for a town site
they liddid and omaha was laid out
to0 one jessea loweowe is8 attributed the
privileger of naming the town the
firstrat grave dug in omaha is said to
have bbeenn for an old squaw
whether the enterprising founders
really killed lierher to start a grave-
yardcardoror whether they bought her for
the purpose history mayethsayeth not at
all events the guidebooksguide books quote a
stanza from one of whistlerswhittlersWhitt lers ipeg
legged poems iuin commemorationn of
the occurrence

behind LISlift squawssquads light birch canoe
the steamer smokes and raves

and city lots azeaie staked for sale
above old indian graves

yes and if the modern land
hunter was not held in check he
would stake lots over the graves of
washington and patrick henry
and would turn benjamin frank-
lins tomb into a cowshed

in omaha in 1856 there was what
we would today call a real estate
boom owners of corner lots were
afraid they could not ask enough
for their property and to give with-
out hesitation the price asked for a
lot was almost to break a real estate
agents heart it is supposed that
in those days real estate agents did
have something which approximat-
ed to hearts but booms like many
other sublunarynary things pass away
and in 1857 the omaha land owner
who the year preceding was ac-
counted a millionaire could not in

buy himself a plate of sousoupP
the pikes peak goldgola excitement

in 1859 once more resuscitated oma-
ha up to 1867 the stage coach and
the river steamer were the only
connection with the outside world
the C N W was the first to
reach the missouri riverbiver its 11firstrot
train arrived january 17 1867 the
great overland roadread was compcompleted
may 10 1869 and the bradbridgea itat
omaha had its I1lastt piecealece of ironirol
fastened in its place februaryfebruaryuary 2120J
1872

we are on the union pacific at
last we are whirling away from
omaha and out into the great west
no more indians no moremare buffaloebuffalosbutbufffalosalos
no more prairie fires to alarm timidtimia
passengers here and there we
meet thrifty looking towns and
again we light on slovenly looking

A villages with knots of persons un
v kempt unwashed and uncombed

however one cannot help thinking
over the names of those persons eoncon

necked with the original projection
of the road there are carver
wilkes benton whitney burton

and others though a high-
way of this kind was talked of as
far back as 1836 yet it was not until
after president young and his peo-
ple demonstrated that not alone a
route over the plains but a residence
on them was practicable that the

I1 united states government took any
active measures to explore the
country fremont and others held
that nothing civilized could exist
beyond the valleys of the missouri
river

the truth is that to the morimor
monsmono may justly be attributed the
construction of the road on their
journey through the plains they
made close topographical observa-
tions andrnever for a moment enter-
tained the idea of the impracticabil-
ity of a pacific railroad in the

memorials of the legislative as-
sembly of both the state of deseret
and of the territory of utah will
be found many pertaining to the
pacific road and demonstrating to
congress the possibility of accomp-
lishing such a work even in the
proceedings of the first assembly
meeting of the state of deseret in
1849 one such will be found and
again wew find a memorial praying
for a mailmaii route from the missouri
river to salt lake city approved
march 3 1852 by the governor and
legislative assembly of utah
we find again a memorial to con-
gress for the construction of a mili-
tary roroadad from the mouth of the
platte or nebraska river to sacra-
mento california approved jan-
uary 21 1853 we find again a me-
morial to concongressress in relation to
ullethe pacific ailwayrailway approved
january 14 1854 Inthisin this memorial
Concongressgressisis twittedtwisted on its dilatori-
ness in acting on a project which at
this time admitted of no doubt this
memorial recommends the initial
point at council bluffs city thence
to the main blatte thence to box
elder Memedicine bow butte and
bridgetsbridgers pass the memorial
shows that close study was given to
thisthi mattersmatter bytheby the people of utah
and that they desired a road so
after all it is to the much reviled

mormon we owe the pacific rail-
road to him we owe the gold of
california and to him we owe the
reclamation of the sagebrush terri-
tory to fields of0 waving corn and
golden wheat no doubt but it
was owing to the repeated

of citizens and
representatives from utah that
congress made its appropria-
tion for the exploration odthe far
west in 18581853 in order to ascertain
if it were moallyitally practicable to build
a road to the pacific in 1854

additional was appropriated for
the same purpose it was not until
nov ath 1865 that ground was
broken forthefor the union pacific road
there was grading already done
but the official act occurred on this
date but strangest of all things in
this strange age one never hears the
name of george francis train men-
tioned in connection with neither
the road nor omaha

whether any of the persons em-
ployed in the construction of this

road ever published a diary or nnc
I1 cannot say if such were keptkep j
and published it would doubtlt fo

make sensational reareadingding thong 1

perhaps it were better it be 1 1

in obscurity an unbroken record
of livefive years of sin and crime Wbottloold

not figure very morally as the basokbases
of one of the greatest triumphs of

modern engineering fa

at length we glide into the platte 1I

valley and cancall indulge in
of olden times yv jr

can sigh over the decadence of tiac
bull whacker and nip loud
ing whip and double eatn 4y
we can mmournourn wethe dedeceasecease w s

the red man and his coexistco exist
ent creature the buffalo W
tautfact if one is so inclined he hasbag 8
wide sentiment fancy and
imagination and if he takes the P

trouble to acquaint himself with the
history of his route he will store ata
inexhaustible fund of future anoeane
dote and adventure we glide into
north platte an apparently flour-
ishing town constructed without if
attempt at art design or taste J

saloons and boarboardingJing houses seea
the main industry no less than
half a dozen persons in white aprons
and in short sleeves are ringing J

monotonous bells making a hideous
t

clatter and most infernal discord
1 I1 r

am reminded of lord dunravenDunraven
trip over the plains his lordshiplordahl
saw the country as ordinary travel
ers do and as he relates his expelexpert
ence in graphic words I1 will quotes iz

veryelvery curious are these small 8sew
clementstlements some of them v
of only two or three adobe houndshoua g
or of a few wooden shanties andaand wr

pumping engine to supply waterwatell f
others being large villvillageses or sw
towns they look as 1if providence0 f
had been carrying a box of toy
houses and had dropped the ltdlid ad j
spilt out the contents on thtny
earth the houses have all cowe
downrightdown right end uppermost it is true
but otherwise they show no ovi

dencedance of ddesign they are scattered
about in every i vable direction
dumped down anywhere apparent
ly without any particular motive or 1

reason for being so situated j
the chief peculiarity noticeable
about these little settlements 81aorid

their inhabitants is that on the Wa
of a train everybody rushesrua

to the front of his house and rials
an enormous bell the chchinese do30
the same ou00 the occasion otof eolia J0

and other natural phenomena fa t

nordertoorder to frighten away malignantmalign80
spiritsI1brits who cause them but thootb
dwellersdwellers of the plain ring their bew
to induce travelers to come and h

at the inside of a cup of W hat is

called coffee for 10 cents
if you are in a mood for moraumoraleau 7

north platte and revTOing drop off at odmain a few days in the town ftc

vicinity buffalo billabill a is not
from here and perhapsI1

1 1 you ns
meet cold turkey bifibial 1 1 and tlwe

d

pike and several others diet
characterscharac tere of the plain

you may meet some surviving hetohe
of the period when the roarealJ Wwasas bav rjwiing built he can enliven ya

11S

with many stories of white deepsdeep 4ji
does and indian scalpers youyouw
find an occasional trapper of tw

I1 olden time who will regale 7YOP


