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Well, we are in Omaha. Though
somie three or more rallways now
span the nortberni half of this con-
tinent, yet the city of Qmaba must
for ever be associnteq with overland
travel. Ta'eaway Omaha and the
Union [Pacific from tho storics of
western travel and you take nway
all that is romantic, poetic and in-
teresting from the great plains and
the maguniticent meuntains. With
this route 18 nssocinted the exvdus of
the Latter-day BSaints from the
Egypt of Illinoig, the terrible rush
of the Californin gold hunters, the
expedition of Fremont, and also
that of Lewis and Clark.

The history of Omaba a8 a town
or city is Buiu to begin in 1858. A
purty of explorers located at Kanes-
ville across the river conccived the
1den of investigating the conntry on
the Nebraskn side for a town site.
They Jid, and Omaha was laid out. |
To_one Jesse Lowe {8 attributed the
privilege of paming the town. The
Huat grave dog iu Omaha i8 srid to
have been for an old squaw.|
Whether the enterprising founders
renlly killed her to start a graves
yard,or whether they bought her for
the purpose history sayeth not. At
all events the guide-hooks yuote a
stanzn from one of W hittier’s bey- |
legged poems in conmnemoration of |
the oceurrence:

Rohind 1M squaw's bighl birch canoe,
The sieamer amokes and ruves;

And clty lols are stiked for sule
Above old Indinn graves.

Yes, and if the modern laml
hunter was not heéld in eheck he
would stake lows over the graves of
Washington and Patrick Henry,
and would turn Benjamin Frank-
lin’s tomib into & cowshed.

In Omaha in 18606 there was what
we would today call a real estate
boom. Ownersof corner lots were
atraid lhey could not ask enough
for their property, and to glve with-
out hesltation the price asked for a
lot was almost to break n real estate
agent’s heart. It iz supposed that
in those days real estate agents did
have something which approx hmat-
ed to hearts. But booms like many
other sublunary things pass away,
and in 1857 the Omaha Jand owner
who the year preceding wasae-
counted a millionaire eould not in
1857sbuy himsulf a plate of soup.

The ’ike’s Penk gold excitement
in 1859 once more resnscliated Oma-
hin. Up to 1867 the stage conch aml
the river stenmer were the only
connection with the outside world.
The €. & N.W. wns the fimt to
reach the Miskouri River. [ts first
train arrived January 17, 1867, The
great overland read was completud
May 10, 1888, and the bridge at
Omaha had ita last piece of iron
fastened in its place February 20,
1872.

Weare on the Union Pacific at
Jast. We are whirling away from
Omaha and out into the great ‘west.
No more [ndians, no more buifulos
no mote prairie fires to alarm timid
passenpers. Here and there we
meet thrifty looking towus, and
again we light on sloveniy looking
villnges, with knots of persons uno- |
kempt, unwashed and uncombed.
However, one cannot help thinking
over the names of those puersous con-
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nected with the original projection
of the road. There are Carver,
Wilkes, Benton, Whitney, Burton,
Plumbe and others. Though a high-
way of this kind was talked of ns
far back as 1888, yet it was not until
after President Young and his peo-
ple demonstrated that -not alone a
route over the plaina but a residence
on them was pructicable, that the
United Btates government took any
active mensures Lo explore the
country. Fremont and others held
that nothing civilized could exist
beyond the valleys ot the Missouri
River.

The truth is that to the ““Mor-
mons’ may justly be attributed the
construction of the road.. On their
journey throwgh the plaius they
made ¢lose topographical observa-
tions, andrnever for & moment eoter-
tajned the idea of the impracticabil-
ity of & Dacifie railroad. In the
“memorinls’’ of the Legislative As-
sembly of bouh the Btate of Deseret
and of thie Territory of Utah will
be found mapy pertnining to the
Pacific roni], and demonstrating to
Congress the possibility of accomp-
Jishing such a work. Liven in the
of the first Assemally
meeting of the Btate of Deseret in
1849 one such will be found. And
again we find a memorinl praying
for a mail route tfrom the Missouri
River to Salt Lake City approved
March 3, 1852, by the Governor and
Legiglative Assembly of  [Jtah.
We find againn “Memorial to Con-
gress for the econstruction of a mili-
tary rond from the mouth of the
*latie or Nebraska River to Baera-
mento, Californin,** approved Jan-
uary 21, 1853. We find again a ‘‘Me-
meorial to Congress in relation to
the Pneifle ilwny,*? approved
Janpary 14, 1854. 1n this memorial
Congress is twitted on ita dilatori-
ness in acting on 2 project w hich at
this time admitted of no doubt. This
memotial recommends the initial
point at Council Bluffs City, thence
to the main Llatte, thence to Box
Elder, Medicine Bow Butte, and
Bridger’s 1’rss. The memorinl
shows that close study was given to
this matter by the prople of Utah,
and_ that they desired a roud. So
after all. it isto the much-reviled
“Meoimnon?’ we owe the Pacitie rail-
road, to him we owe thu gold of
Callfornia, and to him we owe the
reclamation of the sagebrush terri-
tory to fields of waviog corn and
golden whent. No doubt but it
was owing to the repeatel
fmportunings of citlzens and
representativés  from  Utah, that
Congress tade I8 nppropria-
tion for the exploratlon of the Far
West in 1853, in order to ascertain
if it were renlly practicable to build
n road to the Pacifie. In 1854, $180,-
000 additionn! was approprinted for
the same purpose. [t was not until
Nov. 5th, 1865, that ground was
broken for the {Inion Pacific road.
There was grading already done,
hut the uffleinl nct occurred on this
date. But strangest of all things in
this strange age, one never hears the
name of

the road nor Omuha.
Whether any of the persons cm-

ployed in the construction &f thisiolden time, who
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vorge Francis Traln men- | ing built.
tioned in conneclion with nefther | with many stories of white despe

rond uver published a dinry or nob
I cannot say. If sueli were kepb
and published it would doubtles
make sensational rending. Thoughs
perhaps, it were better it e lett
in obscurity. An unbroken reco
of five years of sin sl erime wonl
not figure very mornlly ns the basts
of one of the greatest triumphs of
modern enginecting,

At lengeth we glide into the i"latie
Valley, and cun indulge in rem-
iniscences of olden times, WY
can sigh over the decadence of the
bull-whacker and  his loud-resound-
ing whip and double-burreled onth"f
We can mourn the decease ©
the Red man and his co-exist
ent creature, thu bLuflalo. Id
fact, if one is soinelined he has 2
wide realimfor sentinieut, fancy ant
imaghintion, and if he takes the
troulile to acqunint himself with tbe
history of his route. he will stora at
inex haustible fund of furure noee
dote and adventure. We glide into
North ¢latte, an apparently flout
ishing town, constructed without
attempt ot art, design or tagle
Balovns and boarding  houses see!
the maln industry. No less thab
hiall-n-dozen persons in white aprods
and In short sleeves are ringing
monctoneus bells, maklng a hideous
clatter and most infernal discord.
am teminded of Lorl Dunraven’s
trip ever the plains, His Lordship
saw the conntry ns ordinary travel-
ers do, and a3 he relates hig oxpert-
ence in graphic words, I will quott:

“V'ery eurlous are these small sets
tlements, sone of them eonsisting
of only two or three adobe housts
or of i few wooden shanties and 2
pumping engine to sopLply wnwfi
others being large vilinges or amal
towns. They look ns if Providence
had been carrying a box of t0Y
houses, and had dropped the lid ab
spilt out the contents on th¢
earth. The lhouses have all com®
down right end uppermost, it is trut
but otherwise they show npoe evis
denee of design; they are scatter
about in every conceivable directiols
dumped down noywhere, npparent-
ly without any particular metlve oF
reagon  for buing so situated:
The chief peculiarity naticcablé
about these little settlements an
their inhabitants is that en the aF
pronch of a train everybody rushe®
to the front of his house and rid
an enormous bell.  The Chinese 40
the same on the oceasion ot eclipss®
and other natural phenomena 19
order to frighten away maligoant
spirits wiho couse them, But th
dwellers of the plain ring their bells
to Induce travelers to come and look
at the inside of a cupof what#®
called coffee for 10 cents.??

If younre In 8 mood for moraliz®
ing drop off ut North Platte und ""d'
muin a few Uays in the town n8
vicinity, Buffalo Bi}I’s is not @
from here. And perhaps you ﬂ"‘-‘;
meet “Cald Turkey Bilp “and the
“pike pnd several otbers distin
gulghed characters of the pmmﬁ;
You mny meet some surviviog ber
of the period when the rond wasd v
He can enliven .V::l_
1 \\'i"
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does and Indinn sealpers. Yo
find on occasionnl trapper 0
will regale



