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f another name for the dutch govern-
ment the government operates as a
planter and merchant and itsita immense
net income toIs the product of legitimate
toil and enterprise and not of burden-
some taxation

if it should happen that the philip-
pine islands should become the charge
of the united states the fact that the
inhabitants of those distant parts of
the world under proper management
are capable of rapid improvement is
certainly encouraging they may be
unfit for self government but they cer-
tainly seem to take kindly to the ad-
vantages of civilization when these are
offered by humane rulers and not in
too great abundance at a time prob-
ably the time is not very far off when
it will be necessary for american
statesmen to consider whether the
american system of government can be
applied in some form or other to races
accustomed only to the paternal rule of
the old world

THE BOOK OPOF MORMON

in the pacific transcript published
at pacific missouri mr C L phifer
makes the subjoinedsubjoined commeiAs on the
book of mormon which are affentirely
different from the views generally ex-
pressed by writers on that subject

while the christian bible is the
best book in the world the sacred
books of other religions loved be-
lieved in treasured and eagerly read
by millions axeare worthy our respectful
attention indeed I1 am not sure but
that the very prestige they have
gained stamps them as among the
wfworlds greatest books and that for
this reason a man who aspires to read
the best should peruse them even be-
fore he finds place for many classics
that have pleased the living but never
been pillows for the dying head for
my part Wy I1 have for years
considered it a privilege to read the
bible of any people I1 have read sev-
eral I1 have been converted to none
yet in every one I1 have found much to
admire I1

the last one I1 have teadread is the
american bible the book of mormon
As with alall the others it hashaa not con-
verted me butut I1 find good in it I1 be-
gan

1

the perusal atwith all the popular
misconceptions concerning it I1 ended
iiiwithth the feeling it is worthy a
place in any scholars library if it
sanctions polygamy I1 notice it
if it is impure in tone or teaching or
the work of an ignoramus then I1 am
unable to read a book understand

the author is notnat a fool if he is a
he cleverly masks himself his

style never varies from that of the
pious oriental sometimes it is tire-
somee but it never betraysbeitrays nineteenth
century mannermamer the claim that the
work was translated from ancient
plaes isin not betrayed by any Itteliterary

1satesapse in the unlettered author smith
has produced a remarkable work to
say the least Unbelievers in its divin-
ity might well class it as the greatest
AmoamericalAmericarican0 novel for it deserves the I1

term the romancemanicero of itft is complete
As a story composed of many ststoriesorles
it is plausible and takes rank along
Wwith biblical andaaa profane history it
easily excels in this regard the korankorall 1

the zend and the vedas though the
legendary matter of commentators on
ththe koran approach and perhaps ex

thehe cocontinuity of the story but
ththeory in detail I1

f the authoror however finds fault
vh the book of mormon becausebecaas hetrinelsays it contains no new dacdoctrines in
this inspect it is unlike the productions

iKo roaster i the lat
bad boldlyly into the seaam of lifes
ieh and each t up his

own pearls which he strung into a
necklace of philosophy the same may
be saldsaid of confucius and loo tsaiputbut in the book of mormon mr phifer
finds nothing new it iball in perfect
accord with the filblearole often in the lan-
guage of the bible itself

this fact the author mentioned and
many others consider an objection to
the sacred record but the thought-
ful student should not fall to recognize
that fact as a strong argument in its
favor from what we know of re-
ligious systems of human origin it is
highly probable that an impostor in
endeavoring to establish a new religion
would have made an effort at startling
the world with new and striking doc-
trines what form these would take
would depend on circumstances but I1

the principle itself is well illustrated
in mohammedanism which teaches
valor in war as the supreme virtue in

which lays stress on ritual
observances in jewish tradition which
makes nationality a key to salvation
not to mefimentiontion Sweden borgs religion
with all its unfathomable mysteries itif
the book of mormon is found to be
different in this respect from all so
called sacred records originated by the
wisdom of man if it makes no attempt
at satisfying mans curiosity regardingnr
the mysteries of life on which
ahers in vain have speculatedbut rests
on the same lofty platform as the bible
enunciating the same doctrines and de-
claring the same morality that certain-
ly is a strong argument for its genuine-
ness

suppose the almighty had been
pleased to communicate his will to the
people living on this continent in a
manner similar to that in which he re-
vealed himself to the favored nation
in the old world and for similar pur-
poses the probability is thatthataL the
records contaInIng such and
kept in widely seseparated parpartsts wfof the
earth would bear a strong resemblance
to each other the teachings conveyed
would certainly be the same even
where the modes of expression were
different the book of mormon is such
a record it is not to be expected that
it should contain in their falness the
great truths revealed in these latter
days any more than do the sacred
records of the hebrews those truthstrutha
are there but rather in foundation
than complete structuresAures just as in
the old testament the doctrines of
atonementait immortality church etc
are foreshadowedforeshadowerfore shadowed the book of mor-
mon will to the thoughtful student
commend itself as the ancient record
litit claims to be contents and style
testify to its antiquity

NO BOONBOOM FORfok
at the opening of the session of the

american medical association now sit-
ting in denver the president of the
dorgaiorganization read a paper in which
occurred a declaration to the effect that
there is no longer any room for

pafathiespaththiesles in the medical profession
medical science has made enormous
strides within the last few years but
this assertion by the president of the
body referred to epitomizes all that it
has achieved that assertion means
that by scientific processes the truths
that relate to the health of human be-
ings

I1

have been so far disclosed and
demonstrated that there lais no longer
sufficient doubt concerning themthein to
justify medical practitioners in divid-
ing themselves up into schoolsach sectssectsot01

cathlespath les
that is to say there can no longer

be moremere than oxeoe thoroughly honest
and eclen school vt the
school which amft itoitis baabaga aaltheall the which aa ahwalher

schools have brought to light and
which rejects not only quackery IVin all
its forms but mere empiricism amwellas well
in other words the light shed by mod-
ern research over the entire field of
medical science is so strong andaad dear
as to expose to view the ignorance in-
competency and dishonesty out of
which have arisen in the past those dif-
ferencesferen ces and dissensions that have di-
vided the faculty into contending sects
such is the blaim of the president of
the american medical association

to admit the claim in full is more
than the news is prepared to do
but it cannot be denied that the justif-
icationfi which formerly existed for dif-
ferent schools of medicine has been
very largely swept away by the discov-
eries of recent years responding to
this condition the boundary lines of the
creedscreed have been rapidly becoming
more and more indistinct and an ln
creasing liberality has been shown be-
tween the various ofia sects A
most gratifying feature of the situa-
tion is the promise it bears that with-
in the near future experience will so
incontestably establish the bestbeat meth

of preventing and curing disease
that those methods will be universally
adopted in civilized countries and of
course there will be only one medical
school in those countries when this
comes to pass

annexation POLICY

if the washington dispatch to the
chicago tribune found elsewhere in
the news is correct the government
has finally decided upon a polleypolicy of
annexation hawaii tois to become part
of the united states and then the
philippine islands will be added noth-
ing is as yet i said about porto rico or
cuba As for the latter the declared
intention of the united states is to oc-
cupyupy it until peace and tranquilitytranquillty
shall have been established which pos-
sibly may take a long time and as to
porto rico the fate of the other span-
ish possessions will probably be shared
by that west indian island

with regard to the philippines the
policy of the government assaidIs said to be
to reduce the burdens of taxation low-
er the import duties regulate the wage
scale and stimulate business enter
arises in various ways

when the war with spain commenced
it was freely predicted abroad that
one of its immediate results would be
the departure of the united states
from the time honored policy believedbelleved
to be a corollary to the soao balled mon-
roe doctrine the prediction tois about tto
come true and the next important ettesques-
tion is what stand the EuropeeuropeanaA pow-
ers are likely to take on receiving the
official notification of the ahannexationbutanpolicy of the united states but
isie a question on which it at adap
would not be safe to form an opinion

there are many evidence tbt the
public opinion of great britain Is very
friendly toward the united baates
leading journals there declareddeclarel that
spain must speedily subsubmitmittoto ratefate
and that the policy of the british adov

will bib to support the
claims of the united states texa question of the terms of peace 41arises
the press of other europeanDuroVean countries
hasas not yet spoken on this subject hut
it is reasonable to suppose that there
finally ifil be but few ddissenting
if spain after having demonstrated
her inability to maintain ina
colonies and to defend them against
foreign attacks has any friends I1left
theytheir will urgebutge her to yield asan gracefully
ag poopossible in order to have freefrea handshoods
twfor the reconstruction of affairs at
home and the laying of ft fou
for future prosperity i on th to
undeveloped resourcereeo OSof
Ppeninsulaell I1
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