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so well adapted to the Hawaiians in
common with other Polynesian races.
We may here add that during our con-
versation neither Captain (ibson nor
Mr. Eddy admitied that they were
membere. of the Mormon Cuurch, and
we have since been informed by Dr.
Long, United States Consul at Lahaina,
that Mr. Eddy distinctly denied to lum
that they were Mormons.

On the table was a considerable
amount of silver coin, which, as we
learned iron: the natives, was obtained
by selling to them some blanks which
also lay on the table, and which we
understand were printed at the Govern-
ment Press in Honolulu. These blanks
are filled out 10 constitute Elders or
other officers or members of the Mor-
mon church,

On leaving the church Caplain Gibson
expressed a wish tosee us again, and
as we were to return in the morning by
steamer to Honolulu, we protmised to
call at his dweliing in the evening, which
we did, in company with J. D Havekost
Esq. Arriving at the house, we found
the principal room filied with natives,
men and women, the latter seated on
ope side, and singing a Mormon song
to a lively tune, which ended witha
chorus. These wonien, of whom Lhere
were a dozen or so, were from Lauai,
and sung very well—indeed we have
seldom heard better native singing.

Around the centre table was seated
Captain Gibson. Miss Gibson, and Mr.
Eddy, who acted as secretary, by all
whom we were welcomed in. The sing-
ing heing ended, we stated to Captain
Gibson that we had come t» make in-
quiries, and -wislied (0 asX a qQuestion
which he might perhaps consider im
pertment,viz: whelher he was authorized
by Brigham Yvung or the church in
Utah to come here and reorpamze ihe
Mormonst He replied that he thonght
we had noright 1o ask that question,and
did not answer it. We then asked it he
had satisfied the natives that he had
such authority. He said 1hat if he had
not done so, they would not have as-
sembled. A long discussion then en-
sued regarding the merits of Mormon-
ism, and the plans of the leaders of that
church. The principal plan, which
Captain Gibson
the removal of the Mormons to the js-
tand of Pupua, or New Guinea, which
Lies just north of Austraba, separated
from that comiinent by the straits of
Forres. Papua contains an area ot
abuut 200,0co0 square rmles, and from
one to two hundred thousand inhabi-
1ants, of whom very liutle 1s known,

Captain Gibson stated that he had
visited Lauai, and though he thought
the missionaries who had selected that
island, had made a mistake in such
selection, yet they intended to retain
and occupy it, ahd he thought it could
sustain a population of at least j.oou
persons; but as he hoped the sect would
namber at the end of two years from
this at least 10,00 persons, some larger
island (Molokai or Maw) would perhaps
be occupied Indeed he thought that
Wailuku aflorded an admirable site for
such a thriving and industrious popula-
tion as the Moimons had ever proved
themselves; and il we would pay a visit
to the place 1 tour months from this,
we should find a new church erected
and a fine residence lor himsell, where
he would he able to entertain his visitors
in becoming style, So long as the Mor
mons were lelt alone, and not interfered

warmly advocales, is.

with all would be quiet, but shoutd the
Catholics. Protestanots or any party at-
tempt to interfere with them, they
would assert their riglis.

We bere expressed a wish to make

some inquiries, which he might deem:-

offensive, bul hoped he would pardon
our inquisitiveness, as rumors were
afloat, the truth ol which must be either
admitted or contradicted. At first we
desired to know whether he had come
to the islands with any secession or
privateering schéme in view, or had
sought to enlist any persons [or privateer-
ing. This report he distinctly and firmly
denied, and said that from whatever
source it had arisen, there was no truth
init. We assured him that it was be-
lieved by some of the most intelligent
persons in Honolulu and Lahaiua, and
if untrue should he contradicied.

We then engquired whether a secession
flag had not been raised and displayed
at the meeting in the valley held on the
8th of Octuber, To this Captain Gibson,
his daughter and Mr, Eddy all answered
together, tnat th. re was not tne shadow
of truth in that report, and il we wished
10 see the flaig wnich was raised there
they would send for it, which was done.
It was a white flag, about five by three
feet in size, with a dyubie circle in the
centre, ei1ght stars representing the eigh:
1stands o! the group surrounding the
word *‘ola”—Salvation—and the circle
occupied by the 1mnlals signifying the
Cohurch of Jesus Chrst of Latier-day
Scints, Hawaiian Islands.

We then asked whether there was any
foundauon [or the report thst they had
surveyed the harbor of Kahului, harbora
on Molokai and harbots on Lauai. This
Captain Gibson also demied, and said
that the only Darbur that they had taken
soundings n was une on Lauai, lor the
purpose of seeing whetiier a small ship
which they were building could enter iy,
but found i1t oo shallow fur that pur-
pose, We remarked that the survey ot
the bharbor on Lauai was sufficient ty
give rise to the report referred to. On
the other hand, we are informed by
persons residing at Kabului, that sound-
ings have been taken at Mr, Eddy’s in
siance, in the harbor and on the reefl at
Kahului, But this as stated belore is
denied,

We next asked whether an oath of
secrecy or ailegience had not been ex-
acted from those natives who entered
the secret meetings held in the evening.
This report was also denied In tuto. On
the other hand we were assured by a
native whose brother was admiited au
the meeung that he was only admiued
after taking an oath of secrecy, which
oath was exacled trom every one who
enterggd the lodge, and tor that reason
ne relused to state what transpired at it
Among the natives it was reported that
the subject of discussion was a defalca-
tion in the funds of the Mormon church,
while others report that the civil warin
America was talked over. But thereis
no good ground for crediting either re-
port. The house may have been guara-
ed against the aumission of outsiders, as
the natives say was the case.

Captain Gibson stated that he had no
animosity against the Protestant rehgio .
or missionaries, but against the spread
of the Catholic taith, or rather agaiost
\hespread of the French influence at the
islands, he was opposed. He believed
thal the French would subjugate this
race it they could, and on tnat account
lie opposed them. Although his mother

was a Catholic and he was early taught
to venerate that church, he himself be-
lieved in no creed or sect whatever.
We tovk the occasion tw ask whether
his admiration of Brigham Young and
the Mormon religion arose f{rom the
favors shown to him while in Utah. or
fron: an examination ol the doctrines of
Morimonistn. He replied that he had
nol studied their doctrines or books, but
had hecome convinced that the system
ol social po'ity practiced by them was
the best to be {ound on the globe. We
concluded there was some truth in the
remark made by Mr. Havekost to
Capilain Gibson. '*You are no more a
Muormon than I am."

The doctrine ol polygamy coming up,
we enquired concerning its workings.
So far as he had observed it worked
well. Then, we suppose, you wil teach
il to Lthe natives. n no, he rephed, we
shall teach nothing contrary 1o the laws.
But where the Moraron church is
supreme as in Utah, they preach and
yractice it. Well, then, when all our
slanders are cunqecied, and become
Mormons, and they control the govern-
ment and legislature. We may expect
pulygamy here. Perhaps so.

We asked whether he heid out to the
natives the hope generally enterta ned
by Muormons of emligrating tu some
particular locaiity or country. He sald
no, though the Morm2ns generally em-
brace that as a part of their beliel. He
assured us m st positively that hen-
tended nothing zgainst the existing
government, but that they were loyal
and obedient 10 the laws.

We enquired the number of native
Mortnons now on the islands, and
learned 1hat advices from the churches
reporte i that thev were as follows:

On Kauai about 330, on Oahu 800, on
Mulokai Mau: anu Lauai 1,400, on
Hawaii 700, making a total of 3,150.

They furmerlv numbered 6,000, but
this is the number who now class them-
selves as Mormons. At the meeting on
the Sth there were several baptized and
Captain Gibson thinks that at the end of
two vears there will not be less than
10,000 Mormons in the group.

Qur interview having lasted over two
hours, we retired, after listening to the
-inging of a bymn in Hawaiian, which
appeared to be the words **When [ can
read my title c ear,’” etc.. sung to a re-
vival melody, which was very well per-
tormed. .

While Elder Dibble was copying the
foregoing, I made an eflort 'to secure
the Y. M. C. A. hall for the puppose of
delivering a hislorical andg ligious
leciure on Utah and the Mormons; but
the Rev.n charge, a Methodist minis-
ter, after baving consuited with others
in relation tothe propriety of granting
such a request, informed me that they
had decided not to let me have it. The
reason assigned for this was the great
srejudice existing in the minds ot the
seuple agamst the Mormons, on which
account he thought scarcely a carporal’'s
guard would attend. On asking as to
the cause of this extraordinary pre-
judice, he said, **The career of Walter
M. Gibson on these islands is sufficient
‘eason.” A long conversdtion ensued,
yut | did not get the hall; I, however,
succeeded in securing the Salvation
army quarters lor the delivery of my
proposed lecture. In the eveling we
vizited some native Saints.

ANDREW [ENSON.
HownoLuLu, Oahu, Hawailian [slands,
July 18th, 1895,



