
ISO THE DESERET NEWS april 13

v
0

liale OAHU SANDWICH ISLANDS

march 1870

editor deseret news dear bro
in my last letter written in honolulu
immediately after land spoke
of our awaiting the arrival of some
overland conveyance from bro

I1 now propose penning a few lines
descriptive ofour tour tolate and of laielate
itself before leaving home it appeared
that many had formed a disgusting
opinion of the sandwich islands if notanion f not
0of the mission but I1 shall writwritee ac-
cording to my experience every coun-
try has its own peculiarities as well as
the people inhabiting it its advantages
and disadvantages it is so here so
much for a preface

in due time bro and benja
min muffduff jjrr arrived from laielateIjalewithwith
eight horses and saddles and a carriage
purchased by bro in san franc-
isco and by securing a set of harness
we completed the riorigrig

an almost sleepless night spent in
fighting mosquitoes finally disappeared
and the dawn ofanother day was wel

the morning discovered
our faces red with blotcherblotchesblotches

the carriage prepared for the ladies
horses saddled and a light repast taken
the word was given to mount bro
king and sister hawkins took posses-
sion of the carriage the others prefer-
ring for noveltys sake the borgihorsebackeback
ride in the outset bro re-
maining in honolulu to attend to some

to overtake us before
arriving at the palipail 11 aloha aloha 11

reiterated from nativesives and away we6
go we immediately began the ascent
up a tolerable graded road passing some
beautiful picturesque gardens surround-
ingin residences belonging to foreignerstjthe0 road was bordered on each side with
various native trees and ornamental
shrubbery of a delightful nature the
valley narrows the mountains closing
in anon either side until a complete cabieanoncanon011

is formed the whole face of the coucoun-
try has the appearance of volcanic
agency furnishing ample food for the
geologist A ride of six miles brought
us on the summit or to the palypalirall
where the wind blewblow a fearful gale
compelling us to hold on to hats audandandaud
bonnets we halted and dismounted
to prepare for the descent of the pallpailpalipall
obtaining from this eminence a birds
eyeeyo view of thetho sea east and west
stretching far into the distance while in
the foreground and almost beneath us
the rural town of honolulu to the west
and villages and cane fields tofo the east
present a sprinkling of civilization
the hills furnish pasturage for theoathe ox
cow sheep pig and fowls which roam
together without any ire now came
the tug of war the descent of the
palipalipall the horses were led down
down a distance of half a mile over a
worse road I1 presume thanthad bonaparte
encountered while crossing the alps
the women pedestrian like wending
their way almost trembling with fear
while the men with native help and
ropes attached cautiously and breath-
lessly descended with the carriage on a
road cut outbut of the solid rock in the side
afof precipices which wind around turn-
ing at places so shsharparpasas almost to ex-
clude the possibility of passing with a
vehicle we continued a gradual des-
cent to the sea bearing off to the left and
thence along the sea shoreshora lolaletoJlaleLaie the
countrcountryyffurnishingU many objects of in-
terest Wwhileilelle passing especially the na-
tives who created considerable mirth to
our little party by rushing out of their
huts while passing ththroughrough villages
some half naked followedfollswedawed by pigs dogs
chickens and eatscats to bid us no doubt a
welcome we reached laielate at six

1in the evening of the of
1869

our little colony now consists ofseven
families from olonzion one scotchman and
abouabouttSOO natives who occupy the land
known aaas laielate which embraces
acres and the bestbeat part of the island ac-
cording to its size of oahubahu and which
is capable of sustaining quite a large
colony of natives stock to the amount
of 1000 head could find good pasturage
while the mountains and gulches or
cafeafcanonslonsions furnish an immense quantity of
timber many kindkinds of fruit krowgrow inhi
the gulches and the honeyphoney bees when
we are abloableabie to find them furnish sweet
one hundred and fifty acres of
three or four hundred acres of arable
land by the indefatigable zeal and ex-
ertion of bro massilassilassistersted by the
brethren who have hrboredlabored with him
have been brought into a successful
state of cultivation and produce re-
munerativemunerative crops of sugarcanesugsugararcaneeanecane A good
mill by the samebame untiring exertionaei hasbas

been erected besides cons1 01

now raisralsraiseded the value of
the place from fourteen thousand to
about fifty thousand dollars

the mission is in a veryadry flourishing
condition at the present time and the
manner in which bro con-
ducts the business of the plantation as
also the course he adopts with the na-
tives is upon a truly commendable
principlerincipleelpie and quite an influence
iais used by some of the editors in leonohono-
lulu to get the other planters to adopt
his plans under which instead of la-
borers being bound to serve a certain
time they are all free more labor being
performed by those who are freedhanfrefreeethanthan
by those who are bound

the native elders lately sent out to
other islandswands are reporting very favor-
ably and no doubt we shall continue to
have a gradual increase to our colony

from late filesflies of DESERETthe NEW
which is always a welcome paper here
weve learn somebome fawfew things connected
with zion and hope that her people will
titriumphhaewe allali join in respects to you and
bro J PF smith and praytorpray for your suc-
cess in heralding moilsnolisboils cause to the in
hahlhablhabitantstants of the earth

respectfully
H H CLUFF

CHOCKTAW COUNTY miss
marchmareb 1870

i

editor despretdeseret neuiaws deardenvear sir
wavinghaving studied the principles and doc-
trines of the latter day saints until I1
am thoroughly satisBatissatisfiedfledfied that they
teach the same things that were taught
by christ and his apostles and being
desirous that others might see and be-
lieve I1 have not shunned on all proper
occasions to speak my convictions and
read to them jhbthe works which I1 have
read spencers letterssetters the voice of
warningarninglV andaud abosuo copy of the
DESERET sent to me by my
brother now df ene creek beaver
city and later eldera W crosby sent
me a work entitled the divine authen-
ticity of the book of mormon which I1
consider tae ablest document I1 ever
read

readingbeading these books to others and
letting them read for themselves and
as I1 said above expressing my convic-
tion of the truth of the same has got-
ten me a number of religious enemies
among my former brethren of the
baptists having been a baptist for
some twenty five years and filled a
number of stations of trust in that de-
nomination I1 became extensively and
I1 believe favorably known among
them known ittsitisit Is proper to state here
that I1 began the investigation of the
doctrine of the latter day saints under
as unfavorable circumstances as any
perhaps in the united states and noth-
ing but respect to my brother induced
me to undertake it my first sensations
on reading spencers letters were those
ofsurprise I1 read it again and again
and every time with a firmer convic-
tion of its truth I1 should have stated
above that the book of mormon was the
first book my brother sent me which I1
had read but little having been strong-
ly impressed with the idea that it was
exclusively mans production after
reading spencers letters I1 then read
the book of mormon to iseeibeeseebee whether it
conflicted with the bible and finding
it did not so far as I1 was able to judge
I1 began to thirst for other booksbools from
the same source my brother kindly
sent me others I1 now have in conee
tion with those named the book of
doctrine and covenants a pamphlet re-
cently sent for entitled answers to
questions etc with perhaps a dozen
eopcopcopiescopleses of the DESERET NEWS chave
beebeel advised to stop reading these pub-
licationslications one revbev divine saidlaid I1 had
better stop if I1 the first thing I1
knew I1 would be a mormon I1ireinere
plied to the good brother who joldtold me
that I1 was not obliged to imbibe error
and so far as my investigations had
gone t saw nothing to dreadreaddandand that
my investigations thus far had had a
tendency to exalt the character of god
and place maywhereman where he ought to be at
the foot of the cross and hence I1 could
as soon lay aside the whole plan of re-
demptiondemp tion as taught in the Njoewrw testa-
ment as to quit the investigation of this
subject for it was emphatically the
gospel ofofjesusfestis as far as I1 wagwas able to6
understand it another arev sir who
lias been a preacher for about forty
years and who professes to have come
in contact with the cormonsmormonsMormons and
utterly routed them said the other day
to a good Alethmethodistodist brother who ia
reading my books Aahlba brother
it wont do they only want to get rid
their old wives and marry others he
remarked that he hit it mormonmormonismism I1

on all proper occasions revelations had

rceascelsas
r
eedthedilgaagdagday sfof mlmiraclesra cl a had passed

eteetoretc anabeand be eaideald he for meime
that I1 should imbibe such error oh
hhowbowI1w I1 wish some able elder would come
into this community filled with the
spirit of truth and confront him and
let the honest inquirers after truth
judge for themselves of the doctrine
this revbev divine wound up to our
methodist by retailing the following as
he did to me on a former occasion

A couple of mormonscormonsMormons livedjived neigh-
bors within this mans field of laborjavor
one of them hadbad no corn while the
0oherher had plenty the former said to
the latter one day Wellweil brother have
hadbad a revelation that I1 must have some
carn from you when did you have
that Yerevelation 1 the
berday was the reply well said
tiietile first 1 I have hadhatt a revelation to
dagand you are not to have the corn 11

huchsuch are the tales of slander and vitu-
perationppedrarationtion that are vendedbended out to the cred-
itbitofof the mormonsMormons here tales too
which I1 was diep sed to believe truetellnilillI1 made myself familiar with the tenets of
your church I1 am now so well satis
tiedfied that you possess the pure principles
of the gospel that I1 am constrained to
say thatthail there is no truth believed by
any of the sects but what is a part and
parcparcelelofof 1 mormonism andland thalmor
monism embraces all the truth held
by others and reaches far beyond even
to all truth ever revealed to man

you will see by this where I1 stand
it has been my misfortune hitherto
nelvernever to see a latter day saint I1
VVwouldwoula be truly glad if someone armore
elders would pay this country a visit
aandud set the truth in itspurity before the
people here I1 have recently read the
first three chapters in the voice of
darningwarninglV to the pastor of the baptist
church in which iais my membership
who seemed to take a deep interest in
the work and expressed himself anx-
ious to hear the it and aisoalso the
divine authenticity of the book of mor-
mon which I1 will read to0 him asus soon
as an opportunity offers oh how I1
should be delighted if he should em-
brace it and preach it for he is a man of
great influence herel pray with me
my brother permit me to call you such
that his eyes may be opened to see and
embrace the truth one such here
would perhaps do more good than many
elders from abroad I1 think that all
that is needed is to get the people to
investigate but so long as they refuse
to do this they must remain in ignor-
ance of the doctrines you preach if
this godgood brother could be induceinducedditoto
embrace the truthfully numbers would
wake up and be anxious to seebeeseethebeethethe steps
by which he was led to change his reli-
gious views nutbat it is a hard struggle
to renounce the religion of ionlonlongiong train-
ing in which our fathers lleilelivedlied and
died for one so odious in the eyes of
nearly everyoneevery one but the sacrifice must
be made some say here let the
cormonsmormons come here and heal the sick
cast out devils and impartimparl the holy
ghost by the laying on of hands that
we may know for ourselves that they do
possess these gifts I1 etc I1 have been
asked the question often if I1 thought
they really did possess these gifts I1
could only answer that I1 did not know
never having seen them but of one
thing I1 lassurewas sure they were promised
by christ to the believer and testified
by paul they did follow such and that
it was more likely that the mormonscormons
possessed them than any others as no
others pretended to any such thing in
fact denied that they were any longerlinger
necessary but therinthe mainmalnalnain thing that at-
taches so much odium to mormonismsmisms
is your poly gamio system of marriage

please excuse thi liberty of an entire
stranger i

yours etc
H piP DOTSON

washington march 28 th 1870

editor deseret news dear sir our
visit to the settlements of the muddy
as the valley is inaptly tertermedined yazviz

strit thomas st joseph overton and
west PointPoinwaswaa a very satisfactory one
instead of finding as many expectexpecteddd to
find from the misrepresentations of
some who had returned from there a
barren and unproductive country we
found a rich and fertile valley capable 9

in my opinion of sustainingi a poppopula-
tion

ulauia
of many thousand souls in fact it

Ks the most inviting section of allour
dixie country one of the greatest
drawbacks to the speedy improvement
ol01oc the country in building etc esthe
lack of timberthe nearest timber being
fouadfoulad somebome sixty or seventy miles
northwest of st thomas and no water
intermediate except where theroanthe road for
a short distance follows the muddy nor
in the mountains sufficientlelent to run a
steam saw mill the larudladd on the mad

dy which 1ia a stream near ththee size of
city creek iais orcan be made very pro
duc tive bro andrew BS gibbons of
st thothomasmas told me that he cut hishia lu-
cerne seven times last year and each
time it was in blossom and some two
feet high stat thomasthomaa has about forty
seven camilie overton about thirty St
joseph fortyfortnort biddbind west point eighteen

the restrictive mea-
sures of congress to which the entire
people are taking decided exceptions
thebethese one hundred and thirty five fam-
ilies produced in 1866 about one hun-
dred children as fineflue specimens of in
cantile humanity as can be anywhere
found

much encouragement and good in-
structionst we iee imparted to the saintsbaines in
that country by the presidency and the
brethren with them whom the settlers
were very much pleased to see whichh
was evidenced in their kind treatmentI1
of us and i heir accompanying the
party from place to place to obtain fur
ther instructions from ouroui leaders we
returned from the muddy by the des-
ert route water for our animals for the
first days was brought by
citizens of west pointcoffit in barrels the
first night we camped in tho roqual
wash and were supplied with water
from a pocket in which it lodged
during the late rains next day we
drove till late in thothe afterafternoonnoga before
we found another water pocket
which was emptied long before the
thirst of our animals was quenched
the place is called cedar ridgebidge we
camped there the night and in the
morning quitted the spot early and in
a few hours reached another pocket
the long and perpendicular rock sided
entrance to which was truly roromanticmantle
thence to st george was comparative-
ly easy and the journey was soon ended

on saturday last we visited santa
clara and held a religious and I1 might
say political meeting after the relirell
alous service the citizens resolved
themselves into a mass meeting to pro
test to the united states senate against
thath passage of the cullom bill the
people en masse are up in arms in
their intensest feelings against thiathis
most unconstitutional andancl damnable
measure similar meetings will neno
doubt be beldheldbeldleid all over the country
but for the very heavy dust tormto yes-
terday at st george we would have
had good meetings as it was we were
much edified and instructed by the
shoreshort sermons given us by presidents
young and smith todayto day we hadbad a
splendid maemeetingeting at this place the
people everywhere feel remarkably
well their confidence and faith in
god are very strong the unanimous
feeling seems to be that the lord is
at the helm of the old ship zion
and that he will make the wrath ofman
to praise him over ruling every mea-
sure and movement for the good of EUshia
poor humble industrious
temperate and virtuous people who
have already bufferedsuffered much and long at
the hands of those who profess the re-
ligion of a meek and lowly savior

respectfully etc
A MILTON MUSSERmussen

palPAIladelphiaphiladelphia has a novel will case it
appears that a man and his wife each
made a will in favor of the other at the
same time but by some blunderblander the
man signed his cifes will and the
wife signed her husbands not until
after the death of the husband was the
mistake discovered
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NOTICE
no
0 WHOM IT mamMAT CONCERN cash entryeltiyanoTOno for the city bf american forkfort em

racing south half ofor section 14 gouthsouthsouthwestwest
quarter of section 13 northwestnorth west quarter of
section 24244 north half of section 2324 and the
north east quarter ofif section 22 township 6
south range I1 east hahas been suspended lorlor far-
ther

fur-
ther proof

and tats is to notify all claimants that on
the ath day of may 1870uno at I119 am I1
will appear at thetrie UUS land office SAsllt lake
ditcu T to make thetae proof required andnd
show that I1 amarn entitled to have the entry of
saidtd land confirmed under the town site act
ot0 t march ad ADIS67 torlor the useusi and benefit of
the inhabitants which time and place
any person or personspersona can appear and contest
intheyif they see properpropel
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