8

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

Iny. But the contrel of the
stream snd sources of supply in Par-
léy?s and tribatary canyons is far from
b&ing as patisfactory or perfect as that
of Clity Creék, In fact it might be
rald that the oity practically has no
control at all, so far ss owning the
sources and those localities where it is
reasonably certaln a larger eupply o
the neediul fluid mey be developed.
An important question which I8 now
agitating the minds of the City Coun-
cil is whether it s advisahle at the
present time to sevure ruch centrol by
accepting the «flers made for !ande
whivbh compriee the watershed of Par-
ley’s, Emigration and Lamb’s oan-
yone,

In the tract of country aronnd the
bead of Parley’s oreek, and reaching
from Lamb's to Emigration canyons,
the Unjon Pacific raliway ownes =
conelderahle quantity of }and, through
the governinent grant of each alternat:
rection, The railway has made au
ofler by which the city can secure this
lapd or any paert thereof, should the
pprchase be deemed advisable, There
ape some 10,000 acres owned by the
railway, which places the price st an
average of between 31 and $1.25 per
agre. The whole 10,000 nores, or hail
thiat amoun¢ if only that s wanted,
can  be obtaiped, These flgures
rfe given oo tbe authority ot Mr.
Wantland, the rallway land ageot,
Payment is t0 be made on the ten-
year plan, with the proviso that during
the next two yesrs the corporstion
will not have to pay any poore on both
purchases if the new one is made than
ie nDow required on the old one In City
Qreek. It ie true that & Iarge pario!
the land In the district described is ab-
eolutely worthless a8 to commercial
vaiue, though some of it 1s worth more
than the price asked; yet 1i it ia desir-
able for watershed purposee, the total
flgure” may not he deemed unreason-
Aahle.

But while the rallway offers this
part of the watershed, a like portion
and more la still owned by the govern-
ment. An eflortjs now being made by
Delegate Rawline, on behalf of the
city, tosecure it for the purpose named.
Bhould thia besuccessful,the ownership
of the rallway lands will be
espoDtial to the fuil control of the dis-
triot, Evep it Congress abould decline
to grant the very rensonable request
mede, there is &till another way in
which the land may be obtained—in
the grant to the State, under the
enabling aot, of schoc] and olher langs
amounling to nearly 8,000,000 acres,
The desirable sectlons eculd be select-
ed on behalf of the State anu acquired
by the gity frowa that source,

Further than this, however, there
are tracts, owned by private individu.
als, the value of which far eXceeds that
of the properties named., It 18 here
where the beaviest outlay s in pros-
peot.  Pernaps the awners ot those
iraotr are not usking & doliar mgre for
them than their actual marike value;
but even tbeu tbe fApures go away
up into the scores ol thousande, fie
a means of avoiding some of these
coetly purchases, it is suggested that ho
altermpt he made to secure the water-
shed in the Jower part of Parley’s, but
that the whole stresin be piped for
several miles up the ocanyon, This
would place its contro!l In excellent
shepe, but is by 0 means an jnex-

pensive plan, though it may be a
saving on the other, especially If
owners want fapcy fgures, Even
then, If the watershed #cheme ia
adopted ln the canyons named, some
purchases of private property will be
DNeCcerEAry.

It will be seen, therefore, in view-
ing the offers made even in their most
favorable light, that there is involveu
the expenditure of » considerable
sum of money in pursuing the
walershed polioy., It is urged, as a
reason for immediate action, that
such Y policy is abeolutely
espential to the city’s welfare and pro-
gress, and that every year will render
the cousummation of the ldea more
difficult and expensive. On the other
hand it is pointed out that the oity s
already financially embarrassed, and
should take chaucer of being better
able to bear the heavier expense in
the foture than the more moderate
outlay now. To decide between these
two views of the camse ls the responei-
bility resting ou the City Counecil; and
a safe conclusion van be reached only
after carefu] snd complete investiga-
tinn and thorough discuseion of the
subjeot in all $la phases,

Related to the same general tople s a
suggestion ariring from the fact that
while sbout 8,000,000 agres will come to
the Stale by the congreesional grant,
only one-fourth of that oan be irrigable

land. In the selection cof the remain-
der, therefore, it will be well to con-
sider the walershed policy, and

whether it will not be a profitable pro-
cedure to the Btlate to secure through
that means all the avuiiable
spurces of eupply for the benefit
onf glties, towne and villages now crow-
ing up or to be established hereafter,

Inthis connection it may be stated
that the Union Pacifle rallway hae
made & proposillon to Weber, Sum-
mit and Morgan countles, to re]l to
them the railway seclions embraced
in the watersheds within their
boundarier. Al railway lands cover-
iog the rcurces ot stresms flowlng into
these counties are offered at what is
said to be a low figure; and If the
counties pamed look wpon the secur-
ing of waterahed land a8 good puhlic
poliey, it is not unlikely that In turn,
they may look to the state to aid them
in securing complete conirol by select-
ing lapnds ot the character suggestey
when those more waluable bhive been
exhausted.

BANKERS CHANGE FRONT.

Ever since Congrees met, the tele-
graphic columne of the American
newspapers have been fillled with re-
ports of discussions concerning the
proposed reformution of the currency.
The agitation is protound, and 1s being
parilnipated in by bankers and bue.-
nees men slmost upiversally, through-
out every state in the Union. No
person of paper of any influence seeks
lo longer deny the abeplaote necessity
of relieving the rigidily of our mone
tary system, and renderiog it more
elastic. Bubstantlally the whole nalion
is eonverted to this proposition, =nd
the on!y question is as to the method
by which that resujt shall bhe agcom-
plished!

Beankers and flaanciers in the trans-
missiesipp] region are almost a anit in
urging the free coinaze of silver as the
most peneible, natural and effective
method of accomplishing the desired
obiect, and a large proportion of the
ame olasser in the Bouth take the
same view. But the moneyed men of
the East have never tired of ridiouilng
the ‘‘fifty.cent dollar’® which they
oharge the people of theeilver mining
reglons with advoecating, Now, how-
ever, to the western man unskllled in
the melaphysice of finance, it looks
very much like the goldites of the Kast
were goiog him several polnts better
by proposing & thirty-cent greenbaock.

Under the present national bank-

ing system, government bo.nds to
the tquivalent ot about $1.10 must
be deposited Bg security for

each doliar of currency Iissued by
s bank, But under what ie Rnown aa
the Baltimore plan, because foren-
|ated and recommended by a conven-
tiou of bankers and financiers beld in
Baltimore some time before Congrees
opened, it is proposed to require s de-
poelt of government hond# equal to
only thirty per cent:of the amount of
currenvy & bank may put out. This
plan has been endorsed and officially
urged by Secretary Carlisle, and pre-
sumakly meets the views of the mono-
metaliste of the East geperally.

From s western standpoint this ap-
pears to be a remarkable change of
front on the part of the bankers of the
Fast. They have 8o long Insisted
upsn the mdmirable character mnd
ali-sufficlengy of the present Bye-
tem, that it seeme wonderful lo see
them favor eso radical a revolulion
init. lo the Weet the belief gajns
ground that Wall street and 1ts follow-
ing, perceiving tbe imperativedemsnd
of the people for relief, and fearing
that free coinage may be the result of
that demand, have devised this spheme
0 make the currency less rigid in
order to defeat the sdvocates of silver,

It sesms ressonably certain that out
of a]l the financlal agitation now in
progress some mesasure of relief will be
devised sr d put in operatton, and that
great good will ultimately result.
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A CONFESNED EVIL.

Those who attenued tbhe Tabernacle
services last evening to listen te lhe
address of General Willinm Booth, the

leader of the Balvation Army, must
have felt thst there was much
ocoasion for the speaker’s gling.
ing rebuke as to the restlésaness
of the sudlence and the disorder
which resulted from it. Toal the
meetiog should have been vharacter-
jzed by an ungsual smount of noige
caused hy people moviog about from
place to place snd continually coming
in and going out of the bulluing alto-
gether, was doubtless due 10 two
cauzes. One is, that the cougregation
was mude up of various lieterogeneous
¢lements—much more so Lhap is cus-
tomsry with religious services in tne
Tabernacle ordinarily—and that quite
a considersble portion of it went
purely out of ouriosity, which was.
apon seatiefied. The other, and we.
believe the principal ocause, was that
the apeaker was uuab].e to make bim-
aelf heard in all paris 6f the vasi bnild-
ing, and that people in unfavorable.



