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TRUE GREATNESS

the rule has been to count him best
who wrote his name above the rest
and not inquire with too much care
by just whathat means hebe brot it there
nor yet what betterbeter men were
that he might seem to stand the first
for all the powers of the night
proclaim the adage might makes right
bidbat oh tow different isia the thought
which christ our lord both lived and taught
that hebe who aims to be the bestbeat
must write his name bendattibenibenleatti the rest
and bending to the mighty weight
mustmant lift them to a b ater state
forforslusoulsis aglow with heavenly ligi t
proves by their lives thit kight makes might
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priesthood AND THE RIGHT OF

succession
A lecture by elder B 11 roberts de-

livered in the assembly halthall salt
lake city utah february
1892 at 7 30 p tn under the aus-
pices 0off the y M M I1 association
off the salt lake stake

BY J M WHITAKER

there Isin only one thing I1 regret con-
nectednecked with the appointment of thisthie
eveningYent ng that ab1 a great many and
perhaps all of the mutual improve
went associations in thisehte city have
discontinued their regular meetingsgo
frfor the purpose of being present at
this meeting but I1 trust the imimport-
ance of the subject to be considered
efm in part at least reward us for that
rather extraordinary proceeding

the subject I1 propose dealing with
this evening is
IF THICTHE AND THE RIGHTBIGHT

or 11

to stand before an audience of this
proportion is of itself sufficient to
numemake oneoness heart quake to undertake
before such an suaiaudienceence to deal with
a subject so weighty in its importance

Artainy is calculated to add to the
perplexitylaxity of a speaker anaan 1 I1 do notdot
enoww that at anyaby time in my life I1 have
elt more in need of the assistance of

oar father in heaven and his good
forit than I1 do ajionow

I1 have learned wadand that by a rather
Wd experience the truth of whatwaat paul
klongloog time ago dedeclaredclarea that lais that
W man the things of

god but by the spirit of goi underabder
the jDinfluencefluence of thatchat spirit we may
learn in part something pertaining
to the things of god without itir we
may despair to arrive at any consider-
able knowledge in relation to those
things

thereforeThere forb I1 earnestly ask you to
remember the petition that was of

by brother geddes in behalf of
us all that the lord would deign to
meet with us upon this occasion and
by the outpouring of his holy spirit
enable us to learn something pertain-ing to this great subject

with these remarks we now turn our
attention to the subject under con-
sideration in the statement of the
subject we are first confronted with the
question what liIs priesthood the
greater portion of this congregation
are familiar with the definition the
latter day batsaintsants have learned to give
that word it is power which god
delegates to man by which man is
madema de the agent of god by which hebewaymay by and in the name of god act
for him that isie priesthood as we

it
for the benefit of the younger

brethren and sisters who may not grgraspp
the full import of these words without
illustration I1 offer the following
there lisis such a thing known among
men as power of attorney it is this
a man possesses property in this city
perhaps real estate perhaps a mershanme rohanroban
daeing establishmentestablish ment 4 bonds stocks of
various kinds but he doesdoe not reside
here his homehomel issaitat a distance and he
is not able to give hisa personal atten-
tion

atten-a
to hisbis business interests in1 this

location hebe thereforeselects rsomeiome man
in whom he hasbaa confidence lain whose
business integrity he places great re
claucellauce and he says to him I1 wish you
to become my agent to act for me to
take possession of this property to
manipulate it with a view to in oreascress
ing my wealth and in order that
the proceedings may be lawful and
that the people may have confidence
in your transactions we will go to a
notary public anddrewand draw up an instru-
ment stating that I1 give to you thisauthority that you shall act for me
and it shall be signed and the seal of
theahe court shall be placed upon it thatisia done audand the agent equipped with
bis power of attorney goes into busi
ness circles be buys he sells be
makes contracts signs them disposesuisposes
of propertyortypr and purchasespurchased otherproperty liehe does whatever his judg

ment dictates as being wleewine and profit-
able and by whatsoever he boesso long
as he continues within the lines markedout in this power of attorney the prin-cipal is bound he tois com-
pelled in law to respect the
acts of hisbis agent and whatsoever he
shall do when acting under the law isjust as good and valid as if the owner
of the property himself were performing
the transactions we call that power
of attorney

priesthood is somethingcometh i ng like that itis power which god gives to men by
which they are made his agents and
when operating in the same way that
this agent we have been speaking of
does they do whatever they are
appointed to do by the lord almighty
and so long as they act in accordancewith the law of the gospel sogo long as
they act in harmony with the pre-
scribed powers of the priesthood
whatsoever they shall do is justfust asbinding and valid as if the lord al-mighty from whom they receive or de-
rive their authority had performed theact himself

if a man clothed upon with theholy priesthood goes mongamong the na
eions of the earth andand preaches thegospel and induces men to repent oftheir sins audand then takes them downinto the waters of baptism and buries
them in the likeness of christchristsChrlstss birth
and brings them up in the likeness orofchrists resurrection thus baptizing
them for the remission of their sinssinothat is just asan well as tit therthe lord jewsjesu
christ himself administered theordatheordi
navesnance or itif in a further pursuance of
their duty they shallshah layjay their handsbandsupon the beads ofadf those they have
baptized and confirm them membersmember
of the church of christi and saymy acrerec-
eive ye the holy ghost that is Jjust
as valid as if the lord himself hadperformed that ordinance

hence it comes that we have it writ-ten in the scripture that whosochosoreceiveth you messiah speakespeaking 0offthe servants of god recel hetvin e
and he that reject eth you reject eth
me and him that sent me further-more we have it recorded in modern
revelation that k whether by mineown voice or the voice ofayofmy servants
it is the same from this you willsee howbow great the power of the priest
hood Isie the power from god to act inhis name for the salvation of the chil-
dren of men such isin priesthood

I1 scarcely need to dwell upon theibegreatness of this power upon its im


