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TRUE GREATHNESS.

The rule haa beeo to coant him hest

Who wrote hls nama above the reat,

And not faguire with too mueh care

By Juat what means he¢ wrot :it there,
Nor yet, what be:ter men 'were cursat,
Thas he might scem to stand the Arst;

For all the powers of the night

Proclaim the adage, *Might makea Right.”

Bat, oh, haw différent is the thought

Whieh Christ our Lord both ivred and taught,

That he who aims to be the beat

Must write hts name boneath the rest,

And bending to the mighty weight,

Mnust 1ift them to a batter siate,

For sonls aglow with heavenly Iight

Proves by thotr lives that Kight makes Might..
—A. A. Bennett,

PRIESTHOOD, AND THE RIGHT OF
SUCCESSION.

A Leeture by Elder B, K. Roberts, de-
m.:rgd 'i/n the Assembly Hall, Salt
Lake Cuy, Utah, February 23rd,
1892, at 7:30 p. m., under the aus.

pices of the Y. M M I Awociation

of the Saft Lake Stake.

{REPORTED BY I. M. WHITAKER.]

There is only one thingIregret con-
nected with the appoiutment of this
evening, that i#, a greal many, and
perhaps all, of the Mutual Improve-
ment Associations in this city have
discontinued thelr regular meetings
for the purpose of being present at
this meeting; but I trust the import-
ance of the sublect tn be considered
will, in part at least, reward us for that
rather extraordinary proceeding.

" Thesubjeet I propose dealing with

this evening is:

‘‘“THE PRIESTIIOOD AND THE RIGHT
OF SUCCESSION,”’

To stand befor® an audlence of this
proportion is of iteelf suflficlent to
Make one’s heart guake. To undertake,
before such nn auuience, o deal with
B subject so welghbty in its importance
certainly ls calcuiated to add to the
perplexity of a spearer, ani | do ngt
konow that at any timeih my liful have
felt more in need of the assistance of
our Father in Heaven and His good
Bpirit than I do tow,

I have Jearned, and that by a rather
sad experiepce, the truth of what Paul
& long time &go declared, that is: that
no man knoweth the things . of
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[God but by the Spiritof Gol. Under
the influence of that epirit we may
learn, in part, something pertaining
to the thinge of God. Without it, we
may despair to arrive at any consider-
ahle knowledge in relation (o those
things.

Therefors, I earnestly ask you to
remember the petition that was of-
fered by Brother Getdes In hehalf of
us atl, that the Lord would deign to
meet with us upon this oceasion, and
by the outpouring of His Holy Bpirit
enahle us to learn something pertain-
ing to this great subject,

With these remarks we now turn our
attention to the suhject under con-
sideration, In the statement of the
subject we are first contronted with the
question: ‘*What is Prlesthood?”? The
greater portion of this congregation
are familiar with the definition the
Latter-day-Saluts have learsed to give
that word, It is “Power which God
delegates to man by which man is
made the agent of God; by which he
may by and in the name of God aoct
for Him.’> That is Priesthood, as we
underataud It,

For the benefit of the younger
brethren and sisters who may not grasp
the full import of these words without
illustration, I ofter the following:
There is such a thing known among
men as power of attorney. It is this:
A man possesses property in this ofty,
perhape real estate, perhaps a merghan-
dislog establish ment,—bonds, stocks of
various kinds; but he does not reside
here—his home is at adistance, and he
is not ahle to give his personal atten-
tion to his business interests {n this
locatlon; he therefore selects some man
in whom he has confidence, in whose
business Integrity he places great re-
llance, and Lesays to him: I wieh you
to become my agenl, toact for me, to
take possession of this property, to
magipuiate it with a view to increas.
log my weanlth. And in order that
the proceedings may be lawful, and
thut the people may have confldence
io your transactions, we will go to a
cotary public and draw up an instru-
ment stating that I give to you this
autbority, that you shall act for me,
and it shall be gigned, and the seal of
the eourt chall be placed upon it. That
ia done, and the agent, equipped with
this power of attoroey, goes into busi-
acss circles; he huys, he sells, he
makes contracts, emigns them, uisposes
of property, and purchases other
property; lie does whatever his judg-
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ment diclates as being wlse and profit-
able; and by whatsoever he does,so Jong
a8 he continues within the llnes marked
out in this power of nttorney, the prin-
cipal 1a  bound. He s com-
peiled in law to respect the
acts of hls ngent; and whatsoever he
shall do, when acting under the law, ia
Jjust as good snd valid ms if the owner
of the property himseelf were performing
the transactions. We call that power
of attorney.

Priesthood is something like that. It
ia power which God givesto men hy
which they are roade His agents; and
when operating in the same way that
this agent we Lave been speaking of
does, they do whatever they are
appointed to do hy the Lord Almighty;
and so long as they act in aceordance
with the [aw of the Gospel, so loug na
they act 10 harmony with the pre-
scribed powers of the Priesthood,
whatsoever they shall do is just as
binding and valid as if the Lord Ai-
mighty, from whom they receiveor de-
rive their authority, had performed the
act Himself.

If a man clothed upon with the
Holy Priesthood goes among the na-
tions of the enrth and preaches the
Gospel and induces men to repent of
thelr sins, aud then takes them down
into the waters of baptism and buries
themn in the likeness of Christ’s birth,
and brings them up in the likeness of
Christ’s resurrection—thus baptizing
them for the rewmission of their sins—
that 1s just as well a8 if the Lord Jesus
Christ Himsell administered the ordi-
napce. Or, if in a further pursuance of
their duty, they shall lay their hande
upon the heads of those they have
baptized, and confirm them members
of the Church of Christ, and say *“Re-
ceive ye the Holy Ghost,” that is just
as valid as if the Lord Himself bad
performed that ordinance.

Hence it comes that we have it writ-
ten in the Seripture that: “Whoso
recejveth you’>—NMessiah, epenking of
the servanie of God—¢‘receiveth me,
and he that rejecteth you rejecteth
me, and Him that sent me.”” Fuyrlher-
more we have it recorded in modern
revelation, that ‘*Whether by mine
own voice, or the voice of my servants,
it is the same.’” From this you will
see hiow great the power of the Priest-
hood is; the power from God to act in
His name for the salvation of the chtl-
dren of men—such is Prieathood,

I scarcely oeed to dwell upon the
greatness of this power, upon its im-



