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THE DESERET WEEELY.

THE Y. M. M. [. A. CONFERENCE.

The Y, M. M, I. A, ¢onference of Lhe
Balt Liake Btake conveped In the Tab-
ernacle, Bunyay morning,nt 10 o'clo¢k,
al which time an pfficers’ meeting was
held, There were present uvn the
atand members of the general euperin-.
tendepoy wod Ltbhe Binke officers, as
well as representatives from other
Birke areoclaxtionr,

Opeming bymn:

Come, let us anew, our journey pursue,
Roll ronnd with the yenr.

Prayer wan uffered iy Elder Wilbur
Dougall,

Cootinoed by singing:

Qome, come, ye 8aints, no toll nor labor fear,

But with Joy wend your wny,

Tue roll cull oi werde by the secre-
tary showed Dearly all represented,
Bome ol those not snawered fol st the
roll cal) reporied tbeir presunce later,

The report for the ;year enued
April B0tb, 1896, wus then resd,
after which Presldent :Joseph H.
Felt audressed those sssembled, He
exprepsed pleasure nt the good repre.
sentation from the Jifferent assocla-
tlons Lbroughout the Btske and in
speskiog uf tulee which should yovern
each, suggesied that In wards where
the youny men and young izdies mel
separately, they should hold & conjoinl
meeting on Lhe last Tuesday ip each
month, Presldegt Felt referred to the
yenrly donations ot 50 cents required
irom esch member, and stated thal
tbat requiremenl was still In vogue
and shouid be attended to by Lhe ns-
gocialionp of the Btake, The fourib
‘week 10 November wae the pertod
welected for the oplieotion of suoch do-
nativeie, Parilamentary uersges were
hecoming too frequent in the Mutual
lmprovent associuiions. Too oflen
diu members address the president ue
Mr, Obsirman®” — a style which
sbouid nut be reworted to in Lhe Besocl-
atione of the Qbarch, , The membels
should mee. 63 bretnren and elslers
nnd ghould address each others as auch.
Io conciusion Presidevt Folt made n
fuw remsarks with regard to the pro-
grame ol the assoclutions and ststed
tbel they ehould aiwsys be formulatey
with the object in vlew of fistlng Lhe
members for the res poneibiiitles wiich
wouls devoive upon them in the {u-
ture.

Presldent Josepa F., S8mith spoke to
the brethren with reygard Lo oer-
taln obanges Wwhich had ocoulred
in the genera! superintendeocy of the
M. I. avaocotations of the Oburch, He
sa1d thal In copsequence of exXistlog
condivions Moees Thatcher had bee
relieveu trom the general superinten-
dency acd Heber J, Grantaud B, H.
Roberts bag been substituted togethe:
with sn sddition of H, G- Wuilney,
R. W. Y.uog and Nepbl L. Morria lu
the corpr of Bealsisnie, President
Bmith spoke of 8 chapge contemplated
in the pubiication of the Oootributor—
‘the official urusn ol the ¥, M, M. [. as-
sociations. Herelofors the msazaZine
had not heen supporied as it sliould
husve been by Lhe members of the ait-
ferent aesociationa,but it wsh CODtem:
plated to meko chenges D Lhe mags-
z.p08 which would lend Lo make it
mure pepuier with the young men o!
the Church, snd thereby gasin uihelr
support {0 ils publication, Toe epesk.
#r was pleared with the good altend-
snoe and boped Lhat from new on the

M. I aeapeiations would grow and ae-
ocvmpliah even more good in thetuture
than tbhey had done in Lthe past,

Eilder Heber J. Grant wspoke to
'hose Besembled upon Lhe nepes
sity of persletent effort in oollect.
ing the wnnual dowation of fifty
cents from each member, Persigtent
eflort was neceesnty In all things aod
it 8 success wasa to be made in Lhe ool-
iectioun of the annual donatiens, the
members should be peraialently worked
with and shown the De¢essity of meet-
ing Lhis exaction. Elder (Grant then
answered peveral guestions submittey
to bim, the anewers to whiob broughi
oul the recommendation tbzl where
pussible the Young Men’s and Young
Lindles’ nerociations abould meet aepar-
ulely each week; that there wuw Do
greut necesslly ior officers of the nasn.
ciatioos belog eet spart, although
Lthere were nho strong obfections to 11}
that debales shouid not e allowed ip
the sasociatione; thal the Btake super.
intendeney sbhould I:e gunsulted iv the
mutterof organizing wury aasociations;
that tbe Manualoourse ahould be fa).
lowed untili s different line of pro-
gram bad been promulgated; thal
younyg men sitopping away {rom the
upsociatliotts should be worked with
uatii converied to the Mutusl Imorove.
ment work. Elder @raot concluded
nls remarkis by referfioe lo the pub.
ltcatiou of the Contrlbutor, He
deprecated the fact Lhat hereto-
fore Lhe mugazine had npot
been sunported, uwnd sisted Lhal
unless the members of the sesdolntions
would eupport it in the fulure ite
publication would bave to be broughi
to & halt,

Elders Richard W, Young, Junlue
F. Walle, Presideut Joseph F. B8mith
and Elver Hevsr J, Granl made fur-
ther remartke, after which conterence
wae adjourned uotil 2 p.m,

Closlng hymr:

Now lot us pefoice In the doy of salvation,

NO longer as -strungere On varth nevd we

roam.

Benediction was pronounced
Elder J, H. Wilcox of Davia Biake,

by

Aflleruoon Nesnsion.
Cholr sang:

Jesus once of humble birth,
Now fn glory comes to earth.

Preyer was oftered by Eluer Angus
M. Caunon.

Ohoir furtber erang:

Again wo meet around the board
Of Jesus our rcdeoming Lord.

The Pricsthoud 0 the Scventh ward
- figisted In the ud ministrativn of the
Hacrament,

Eider Rodney €. Badger was "the
firsi spaaker. He expreseed himeelf ag
velng plenped to ineet with the Sainis
in the caprolty of a° Mutusl lmprove-
ment Conference, In glancing over
the lweniy-tour yesrs In which the
apgrociaiions have been orgsnized, Lthe
speaker could see a vapl In. provement,
uulil todny a grand work was being
aocomplished [n asalsting the yvune
people to qualily themeselves fur du-
tles which would devulve upen them.
There had been Llmea, buwever, dur-
1ng Lhe ltfeof the M. I. nesocintions,
when the advance ment wis Docessar-
Hy sjow Lecause of tne poor facilities
which were at hand, but notwithetaovd-
lvg thess gloomy periods, the general
organizstivu hud been able to pall its

way Lthrough and bad finally. suce

ceeded in belng brought to that firm
brsis exieting at the present time, The
ppenker referred to the wonual donas
tlon exacled of the members of each
asesociation, and explained the use of
such donstions, urging upon all the
necestlly of complying with the re-
quirement,

The general and Btake officers of the

Young Meapn’s Mutual Improvement
wssoclation were then preeented and
sustnined unanimously by Lhe vote of
those presant,
* Preeident Jogepb F, 8milb explained
that Stake Buperintendent Joseph H,
Felt was at preeenl withuut counselors
oul thal in due time they would be ap-
pointed and presented for the vote of
the Balnte.

Hesvenly Father We Would
Worship wes nicely rendered by Blaters
Mary Remnpey and Mabel Qooper and
the ouoir,

Presivent Willord Woouruf! was the
next epenker, He dwelt dpon the im-
portapoe of the Mutusl Jmprovemeot
nsgociatione, s jnstitutivoe in which
to fit snd quality tbe rielog
generation for work in 1be Kingdom ot
(Guvd. These orgaoizattons were Iim:
porlantl faclors in the Church and
should be laken advsepotave of, The
speaker, while pleaced with the de-
gree of advanoement made, felt sorcy
to contemplate the fuot that there were

SO @ young peonle in our
mivst who did not avail them-
sciven of the opportunities saflorved

trem aml he ' urged upon tooee Who
were uaglively engaged in Lheee asso-
cistions, to éLFive (o bring in those wWho
find Dot yel aliled themselves with Lthe
Mutual Improvement work, President
Woodrufl feit to entlourage thore con-
pected with the M, L, arsoolsations and
urged Lhem to press oo and (o make
zood use of the ttme while they were
here Upon Lhe earth.

Eider Heber J. Grant of the Council
ol Apostles asid Lhat be eniered upon
the uutiesuvf an seslstant ip the general
superintendency of the M. I, assucia-
tions with joy and plessure. ‘The
spes kel stated thal the genéral althol.
it1es hud declded upon helding weekly
meutinge, 1n Whicn tney wouid Jdevole
the enlire time to the w-rk of Mutual
Improvement. In taking upon bim-
sulf \he responsioilities o the . flice, he
Jdid 80 with a determivation to devole
4 good purtion of bie time to that call-
1ug, to the eny DAL the arsocialions
would Ieceive al least some lillle
benefii becsuse o! his heving been
culled tuv that position. KElder Grant
ieit that the Bainte In generai daid not
commence the work of the minplairy
s0on evough. The youny men gen-
etnlly, sllowed tbelr apare moements to
paes by vpused [and seldom did they
reallze the pgeilions whigh they occu-
pled, until calles upon td' go into the
world and preach the Gospet. 1L was
the desire of the uwuthorities to insulre
the youog mev of Zion witn a luyaity
and lovelvr the Muiual Improvement
agaoclalivus, Lbat they might ap;ly
tnemeselven diligently to the worlk apd
tbereby auvapce Lhemeselvea anud us-
s1al iv advavcing others.

Elder Thomas Huil 1n addrerelpg
thoee neaombled, felt pieased to be coo-
.eoted witn the M, I. asecciativne,
He kpew that the asaooiatious were
important branches of the Chureb snd
bufped that the young men of Zion
would ally themsaelves with tuem



