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thié afte rooor, Let it be consldered
that here are individuals from almost
every pation on the earth. Anolher
congregntion ltke this ean probably
not be found anywhere. Would people
gather like the Saints have done un-
lees they had an assurance that by so
-doing they were acting In accordance
with a divine commanu? The speaker
related some of his own and fellow
travelers’ experience In crossing the
plains, apnd the hardships they en:
dured during that thres months?

jourpey, as well as their first ex-
perience in  this  valley. But
the people did pot murmur. They

felt they were dofng the wll] of Fod,
and itis a fact that those who en-
dared much for the Gospel’s eakein
coming here, are amor g the most re-
ilable members of the Churcb,

Anotber evidence 11 the Femarkable
chunge that has taken place in these
valleyssince the firat cettlement. The
soil wes at firet considered not oniy
barren but dead, and it was thougbt
nothing could be made to grow here,
Today =ll this is changed. Fvery
epot will soon blosspm ns u garden and
the very climute has changed, until
it'is celebrated throughout the land
for ils malubrity. The land was
blessed by the servants of Qod, who
predicted thia change, and to Goud 1=
the honor due; for He heard and
answerer the Pprayers of Hls people.

Bimilar evidence could be gathered
from another land, the gountry of the
Jews. About fifty years ago Apostle
Hyde was-rent to Palestine to bless
that country and to dedieste it for the
gathering of the Jews. He didso. At
that time there were only about 5000
Jews in Jerusalem. Now the descend-
ants of Israel are in a great majority in
that city and the eountry is being re-
claimed. This has taken place in
answer to the prayere and Is a proof
that Joseph Bmith was inspired In hie
work.,

The speaker next referred to the fact
that the Baints are acoused of being
led by the Priesthood; that they have
given up their own Judgment and are
therefore not entitled to the righte
which belong to free citizeps. The
iden is ubpurd. It should be remem-
bered that we are living In a grest
republic and that slmost every family
has one newspaper or more.
In aland where there {8 & free press,
tyranny cannot exiet, People wyuld
soon rebel agairat it. The assertion
that the Bainta do not have their free
agency ls pottrue., We are fres to do
all that is right. AsSaints, we are not
at llberty tosin or to aot wickedly, for
§f we do, we will lose out fellowship in
the Chureh, but.further than that, the
Priesthood cculd vot and would pot
Jnlerfere.

The speaker closed by asking the
hlessing of God on Hie people, that
they may be humble and able to do
His will ip all thinge, and finally ob-
taln eternal exaltation.

APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. CANNON
was the next spenker.. He had listened
withh muchinterest to the remarks made
by the previous speaker., We can all
recognize the statements he made as
true and realize thle necessity of prac-
ticing in our daily lives the principles
of which he hns spoken.

It there is one thing more pleasing
than sootber in connection with the
work uf God itis the fact that no indl-
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vidual, he he ever so feeble, so young,
so old, so unlearned, or 8o intelligent,
rand who has an henest beart, but will
find an opportunity to aid In the car-
ryiog out of this work, God has gath-
ered out from the varjoua psations of the
earth men :ind women endowed with
various qualltiee. He hasunited them
in ove Church and they have one su-
preme ambition—to save themse]lves
and their fellowmen, God ntilizes the
various capacities of His chiidren to
carry out His purposes, and if some-

to be made in the selection of instru-
ments for certain branches of the work,
such are not dueto God, but to the
lack of wisdom in His children. There

e tsoan be used to assist in the progres:
of this latter-day work, If any is en-
dowed with peculiar tajents,there will
be correspondiug opportunities to use
them,

Bpepking of the fact that men are
somefimes selected to perform duties of
which they meem ¥ be incapable,
Apostle Cannon mentioned, as an In-
stance, that missionuries were some-
times sent out who were but poorly
prepared for that kind of labor, both a:
regards patural abllity and study, an
the conseguence is that in many flelds
of labor men are found who are not
doleg a great deal of good. Again,
among the people at home we find
men who labor to acquire property but
because of incapability of mabnaging
temperal affairs are lett in a poor con-
diiion, whereas the same men if they
were se tabroad, might be the means
of saviong many soule.

The speaker further said he thought
tbe icea was becoming too prevalent
that only those are to besent out as
misgionarie8 who have ample means to
support their famlliea at home and to

ay their way. The factiathat the

Iders must  bear the Gospel
to the world whether they are
poor or rich. - The labor is not iifted off
their shoulders because they are poot.
Inp former times the Elders went out,
notwithstandipg their poverty, and
they were not less successful on that
account. They reached the honest
souls who were waitipg to hear the
Gospel. ‘Nor did they lack food while
preschlag 1he Gospel, You, yourselves,
are witnesses that they accomplished
wonders among the nations of the
earth and that friende were raised up
to them on every hand. Itis anerror,
if pota 8in, to entertutn the idea that
the Elders must necessarily have re.
gources oD Which to draw when going
abroad. This robs them of the necessity
of belngentirelydependentonthe Lord,
and the werld of a chance to be proven
by the Gospel. The Lord bas said that
the isborer is worth his hire, and even
in this day when the harvest is almost
gathered, yet, if the Elders are faithfui,
the Lord le willing to bestow on them
blesrings similar to those which He
gave in the early history of the
Chutrch, -

The speaker sail he belleved In the
division of labor, He had seen the
e¢xcellent results obtained thereby in a
celebrated European estublishment for
the manufacturing of watches, whete
men gave their whole lives, each to
one certain part of the wuatch. This
could be applied to rome extent to the
wotk of God. ~ Men who are capahle of
socumulnating property should be

times.mistakes should seeminglyappear,

is a place for each one, where his tal.

willilng to look wafter those who have
oone, but who are capable of doing
much good laboring inspiritual thiuga.
It would uot be well to confine any-
body to one particular department of
the work uf God, but those who are
especially talented in one direction
should be given an opportunity to labor
in toat, but not selfishly to bulld them-
selves up at the cost of others,

It seemsa necessary that a system,
concerning which a few principles
have heen revealed should be estab-
lished Y®r the good of the people. Then
8 mighty change would take place,
Then men would no more be cailed
upon (o perform dutire for the means
they possess but for the qualification
which they have,

It is eald that we should becoma
saviors on mount Zior. Bowme think
that by not golng abroad they are de-
prived of the privilege of that title.
But there nre many waysof saving
souls right at bome, Iu gathering the
people frora abroad, in building tem-
ples, redeeming the soil, erecting
homes, eto.,we are giving the strongest
testimony to the world that we nre a
people who are striving to eetab)ish
peace on earthamong men.

The ternples are open to those who
are prepared to work therein for the
salvation of souls. This work Is hardly
heeded as much as it should be. Some
think they have so few Dnames of their
dead relatives that it i{s pot wourth
while to labor for them, The ppeaker
related the remarkable experience of a
man who eaid he had only
eight pames, and who thought
he would not commence the work for
8o few. But he was advieed to work
for thege firet, and when he had done
20, he obtained by revelation knowl-
edge of 8000 in-nll, for whom he had
to work, and be now feels that life s
too short for such s great and glorious
undertaking,

The speaker closed with an earnest
appesal to the Salnts of God to lay up
treasures im heaven where they can-
not be destroyed. Earthly riches
must be left here. They cannot follow
ug, nor can we by them obtain asalva-
tion, The deeds we do will follow ue,
and if good, -will bring us abundant
reward, May God helpus to be faith-
ful and true, and. do &ll the gond we
can to our fellowmen, and then receive
our rewurd in God's celestial kingdom.

Tae cholr sang the authem:

**@lorions is Thy name.'
Bedediotlon by Elder H. P, Rich-
ards.

The Norweygian 8torthing has unan;-
mously resolved to take up a state loan
of 20,000,000 kronper.

——

Bjornstjerne Bjorneon and Lieuten-
ant-General George 8verdrup, equerry
to the king, are at loggerheade, The
would-be reformer has sttacked the
Iatter in a severe article in The Worid's
Occurrences, regarding sundry mere-
trigious decorative Ltransactiove, at
which insicuations the courtier has
taken offence, counter-charging the
belligerent p.et with being far too
imaginative in his assertions, and that
he bag stretched the truth so far that
the stories rbout his (Bjernsoun’s) re-
fusal of the 8t, Olai’s order and of the
legion of honor are simply lies,




