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| Copyright Secured.] | Jesus Christ, repentance, and baptism fm: the re-
mission of sins, and any other course ia in vain;

HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. then you have the promise of the gift of the
Vo e AR el T e A | SR . e AT T I N Hﬂ]? Ghnﬂt. *

Marcn, 1842. What is the sign of the hesling of the sick?
S The laying on of hands is the sign or way

Oar situation is such in these last days—our| subsistence, as well as attend to those things
salvatiou spiritunlly is so connected with our sal- | which are laid upon us of the Lord, and which
vation temporaily, that if cne f[ail, the other| concern the whole church as mueh as ourselves.

necessarily imust be seriously affected, if not| Itis not the will of heaven that any one should
wholly destroyed. God has made us social be- | be put in possession of ull things, without striv- )
ings; he has endowed us with capacities for en-|ing for them. Where much is given, muchis re-

Sunday, 20.—1 preached_tﬂ a large uaemhl% in! marked out by James, and the custom of the|joying euch others society, and it is our duty to| quired; and he who has but one talent, must be

the grove, near the Temple, on the west he ' ancient saints as ordered by the Lord, and we
body of a deceased child of Mr. Windsor P. Lyon ! cannot obtain the blessing by pursuing any other
being before the ussembly, changed my design in ' oourge except the way marked out by the Lord.
the order of my remarks, u brief synopsis of | What if we should attempt to get the gift of the
which wes reported by Elder Wilford W oodruff Holy Ghost through any other means except the
as follows:— 'signs or way which God hath appointed—should
“President Smith read the 14th chapter of Rev-| o obtain jt? Certainly vot; all other meuns
slations, and said,—We have again the warning waunld fail. The Lord says do so and so, and I
voice sounded in our midst, which shows theun- | wij| pless you.
eertainty of human life; and in my leisure mo-|  There are certain key words and signs belong-
ments I have meditated upon the subject, and jng (o the priesthoed which must be observed in
asked the question, why itis that infants, inno- | orjer to obtain the blessing. The sign of Peter
eent children, are taken away from us—especially | wqg 1o repent and be baptized for the remission of
those that seem to be txe most intelligentand inter- | gjus, with the promise of the gift of the Holy
esting? and the strongest reasons that present (Ghost;and in noother way is the gift of the Holy
themaelves {o my mind are these:—This world is a ' (JL,0st obtained.
very wicked world; and itis a proverb that the! There is a difference between the I’oly Ghost
“world grows weuker and wiser;” if it is the apd the gift of the Holy Ghost. Cornelins re-
ease, the world grows more wicked and corrupt. | cejved the Holy Ghost before he was baptized,
[n the early sges of the world a righteous man, | which was the convincing power of God unto
and & man of Ged and of intelligence, had a bet- | him of the truth of the gospel, but he could not
tar thlﬂﬂﬂ te do gﬂﬁdf to be helieved and received receive thB ifs ﬂf thﬂ Iin]}r Ghnst entil after he
than at the present day; butin these days such a ywyge haplizeﬁ. Had he not taken this sign or
man is much opposed and persecuted by most “r;nrdiuuuue upon him, the Holy Ghost which con-
the inhabitants of the earth, and he has much sor- vinced him of the truth of God, wonld huve left
row to pass through here. The Lord takes many him. Until he obeyed these ordinarces and re-
away, even in infancy, that they may escape the  ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying
envy of man, and the sorrows and evils of this oy of hands, according to the order of God, Le
resent world; they were too pure, too lovely, 10 | could not have healed the sick or commanded an
rivn on earth; therefore, if rightly cmwid_e_red, in- | ayil spitit to come out of a man, and it obey him;
atead of muurning we have reason Lo rejoice as for the !pil'itﬂ might say nuto hil’ﬂ, as T_h,e-y did to
they are delivered from evil, and we shall soon | the sons of Sceva: “Paul we know, and Jesus we
Lave them aguin. knew, but who are ye?’ It mattereth not
What chance is there for infidelity when we are | whether we live long or sliort on the earth after
parting with our friends almost daily? None at|we come to a knowledge of these principles and
all.  “Lhe infidel will %fﬂ'F at every atraw for| ohey them unto the end. I know that all men
help until death stares him in the face, and then | will be damned if they do not come in the way
bis infidelity takes its flight, for the realities of the | which he hath opened, and this is the woy marked
eternal world are resting upon hin in mighty | out by the word of the Lord. |
power; and when every earthly support and| Ag'concerning the resurrection, I will merely
prop fails him, he then sensibly feels the eternal | gay that all men will come from the grave as they
truths of the immortality of the soul. We should | ia"down, whether old or young; there will not be
take warning and not wuit for the deathbed to re- | ¢added unto their stature one caubit,’’ neither
pent, a8 we see the infart taken away by death, | taken from if; all will be raised by the power of
g0 may the youth and middle-zged, as well as the God, hav'ng spivit in their bodies, and not blood.
infant be suddenly called into eternity. Let this, Children will be enthroned in the presence of God
then, prove as a warniug to all not to Pf““m_ﬂﬁ'inud the Lamb with bodies of the same stature
nate repentance, or wait Lill a deathbed, for it is | that they had on earth, baving been redeemed by
the will of Ged that man should repent and serve | the blood of the Lamb; they will there enjoy the
him in hEH“h and in lhﬂ Et:ﬁﬂg‘h ﬂl'l'lj PDWEI‘ (_Jf;fulne,g. nf that ]ightI E]ﬂ.r? Iﬂd iﬂtﬂligﬁ'ﬂﬂl‘g which
kis mind, in order to secure his blessing, and not jg prepared in the celestisl kingdom. *Blessed
wait until he is called to die. are the derd who die in the Lord, for they rest
Also the doctrine of bhptizing children, or|{rom their labers and their works do Tellow
rprinkling themn, or they must welterin hell, is a | them.” -
doctrine pot true, not Hﬂppﬂl’l&d i hﬂ]}' ‘P-'!'H'.' and The gpenker’ before E]ﬂﬂing. called upon the
is not consietentwith the charseter of God. All| ygsembly before him to humble themselves in
children are redeemed h}" the blood of Jesus Chfiﬁt, faith belore Gﬂ’d, andin might? prayer and fﬂgﬁng
and the moment that children leave this world, | to call upon the name of the Lord, uutil the ele-
they are taken to the bosom of Abraham. 'The|ments were purified over our heads, and the earth
enly difference between the old and young dying sanctified under our feet, that the inhabitante of
i, one lives longer in heuven and eterral light and | this city may escape the power of disease and
glory than the other, uad is freed u littls sooner | pestilence, and the destroyer that rideth upon the
from this miserable wicked world. Notwith- | face of the earth, and that the Holy Spirit of God
standing all this glory, we for a moment lose sight | may rest upon this vast multitude.
of it, and mourn the loss, but we do not mourn| At the close of the meeting, President Smith
us those without hope. said he should attend to the ordinance of baptism
My intention was (o have spoken on the sub- iy the river, near his house, st 2 o’clock, and at
ject of baptism, but haviug a case of death before  the appointed hour, the bank of the Mississippi
us, I thought proper to refer to that subject. I iwas lined with a multitude of people, and Presi-
will now, bowever, say u few words upon bap- dent Joseph Smith went into the river and bap-
lism, as I intended. tized 80 persons for the remission of their sins,
God has made certain decrees which are fied | and what added joy to the scene wag, {hat the firs!
and immovable; for instunee,—God set the sun, person baptized was Mr. L. D. Wasson, a nephg.w
the moon, and the stars in the hﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂ?, and gave [ of Mrs, Emma Smith—the first of her kindred
them their IHWE; conditions and bﬂﬂﬂd?, whieh I [hﬂt have embraced the {ulness of the gﬂﬂpflr
they cannot pase, except by his commmandments; | At the close of this interesting scene, the ad-
lhﬂ}' all move in pﬂl‘ff‘ﬂt hﬂ.l'l'l]ﬂl'l_",l" in their !flhEI’E f ministrator lifted up his hands towards heaven,
aud order, and are as lights, wonders, and sigus  and implored the blessing of God to rest upon the
unto us. The sea also Las its bounds which it|people; and truly the Spirit of God did rest upon
cannot pass. God has set many signs on the | the multitude, to the joy und consolation of our
earth, as well as in the heavens; for instance, the | hearts.
onlt of the forest, the fruit of the tree, the herbof | After bepiism, the congregation egain repaired
ths field—all bear a sign that seed hath been | (e the grove, near the Temple, to attend to the
planted there; for it is a decree of the Lord that|ordinauee of confirmation, and notwi'bstanding
€Yery trea, planl‘. and herb bHIriI!g seed should President Smith had Bpﬂkfﬂ in the open airto the
bring forth of its kiud, and cannot come forth | jeople, and stood in the water and baptized about
after any other law or principle. Upon the same | 80 persons, about 50 of those beptized received
Fi‘iﬂﬂip]ﬂ do I contend that bﬂ].lﬁﬂnl I8 ﬂl?g“ Or= | their confirmation under his hands in the afler
cained of God, fur the believer in Christ to take | part of the day.
BHpon himself in order to enter inle the kiﬂgdﬂm While this was Prﬂ.greuﬁi“gj graat pumbers were
of Gﬂd, “for ’EIEEP! ye are torn of water and l"'f‘ heing baptizgd in the [ont.
the Spirit ye cannot enter inte the kingdom of |  After thie, I baptized a large number in the
“ﬂd,” said the Savior. It is a Eigtl and a com- fent m}'.e]f'_

mandment which . God has eet for man to enter : : ¢
wito his kingdom. Those who seek to enter in A ‘ EPISTLE ‘?’" 'I:E_,H;;,T“,EI‘VE: T{,} Tf!f'
any other way will seck in vain; for God will nuti frggﬁ%i}gnﬂ: :Iﬁf,}.’;;’ ICT‘? RII?E ".?;R‘j[[‘li?tt

receive them, neither wiil the angels acknowledge | SRR _ A . § vy :
hei ‘ y beved | BRANCHES AND CONFERENCES IN
thisir works as sccepted, for they have not ebeved EUROPE, GREETING - -

ihe ordinances, nor allended to the signs w hiﬂi*t ‘ g By
€ od ordained for the salvation of man to prepare| Beloved brethren:—We feel it our privilege and

Lim fer, and mive him a title 1o a celestial gmrf;.l a duty we owe to the great and glorious cause in
and God had decreed that all who will not obey w.ich we have enlisted, to ecommunicate to you
his veice shall not escape the damnation of hell. | 2t this time some principles, which, if carried into
What is the damnation of hell? To go with that effect, will greatly facililate the gathering of the
society who have nct ebeyea his commands. saints, and tend 1o ameliorate the eondition ol

Unp]isnu is & sign 1o God, to angels, v1d to heg- 'those who are struggling with poverty and distress,
ven that we do the will of God; and there is no 'in this day when the usual means of support seem
other way Leneath the heavens whereby God hath | te be cut short to the laboring classes, through
ordained for man to come to him to be saved,and [thﬂ depression that everywhers prevails in the

bring these powers and privileges into exercise, | as diligent in the use thereof #= he that has ten,
80 far as we can obtuain, and for this it is our duty | or he will lose his talent and his blessing; and it
to strive by all lawful and expedient mieasures | becometh him who hath but one, five, or ten, te
within our reach. appropriate it in the most economical manner
While we remain in this state of existence we | possible, or he will not have enough to bring him
need food and raiment, hubilations and society, | hither; and that he who hath but five poundn
and without these our enjoyments must be greatly | may have enough and to spare to him who hath
limited, and the real objectof our existence dimin- | but one, or in other words, to kelp the brethren to
ished, if not wholy destroyed. Though the suints | tecomplish with « little, what otherwise would
should possess all the common gifts of the Spirit | require muck more than they can command, is the
of God, and yet remain destitute of those com- | object of this Epistle.
forts so much needed for the sustenance of their! Iad we the means, we wonld send vessels of
bodies, they would be comparatively miserable; | our own, luden with flour, meat, fruoits, and all
but when they arrive at that state of perfection, | sea stores necessary for the comfort of the breth-
and are clothed upon with the more special gilts [ ren on the water, so that they would have nothing

and power of increaeing the widow’s cil and meal, | more to do, than go ou ehipboard, and land at

or of receiving their food frem the ravens, like | New Orleans; from thence we would take them
Elijah, they will not need to bestow so much at-| on onr steamers, and bring them to this place, for
tention on every trifle of the passing momentas | this is the best place for the Saints to stop at, for

they now do; and until that period arrives, they | the present. ;
will recollect that to be in the exercise of the| There may be other places where individuals
fulness of epiritual biessings, they must be wateh- | might have the prospect of adding at owce more
fal and cereful to provide things henest in the| rupidiy to their pecuniary interest, than they could

sight of all men for the sustenance und eomfort|here; but we can only say that it is the will of

ol these frail perishable bodies. Thut we may |the Lord that the Ssints build Nanvoo, and ret-
be instruments in the hands of God of thus pro- | tle therein, or in the vicinity; and we know as-
moting your presenl and [uture temporal and | surediy, that those who give heed to every word
spiritual welfare, we write you at the present | that proceedeth out of the month of the Lord,
tiine. will be richer, eventually, and not far distant,

‘ﬁiﬂn}r of you are desirons of anﬁgra[iug to this | than those who may seem Lo prosper more b}'

country, aud many have not the means to aecom- | following their own inclinstions.

plish their wishes, and if we can aesist you by| Brethren, we wish not to control yeu or your
our prayers and our counsels to aceomplish the | means; it is not for our peace or interest; nay,
desires of your hearts in this thing, so far we will | rather, it is a source of labor, trouble, and anx-
tejoice and be satisfied. You not only wish to | iety to have ought to do with the pecuniary busi-
emigrate to this section of the earth, but you | ness of the Church, which we would gladly avoid,
desire also to have some laudable means of com-|could we do it, and do our duty; could we do it, -
lortable subsistence after you arrive lere, and|and the things degired be accomplished, and we
this also is important. How then shull thesetstand guiltless where God hath ylaced us; and
things be accomplished and your souls be satis- | for this reason we desire to make such nrrange-
fied? We answer, by united understanding and | ments as will most tend to leave the business in
concert of action. your own hands, or in the hands of those whom

You all, or most of you, have trades or differ- | you shall select; men of your own acquauintance,
ent kinds of business to which you have been[in whem you can repose coufidence thut they will
long familinrized, and in which you would like to | execute their trustin righteousness; and that our
eoutinue fﬂr lhﬂ purpggﬂ ﬂf prug“ﬁng a E“bﬂjﬁl- plﬂl‘lﬂ may be Illldﬁrﬂtﬂ'ﬂd b}" you, ﬂlld CHI‘I’iEd iﬂtﬂ
ence; and a great proportion of your eeccupation | execution, we have sent unto you our beloved
is such that noemployment can be bad in this|brother, Elder John Suyder, the bearer of this
cily or vicinity; for instance, thiére are no eotton | Kipistle, and other Epistles also previowsly written
manufactories established here, and many of you | by us to you; and we beseech you, brethren, to
know no other business. You want to come | receive him as a servant of the Most High, an-
here, aud when here, want to continue your|thorized according to the order of the kingdom of
labors in youraccustomed branches of business; | heaven, and assist him by all lawfol means in
but you have no means 1o get here, and when | your powerto execute the mission entrusted to
here there are no factories, and yet factories are [ hin; for great events depend upon his success;
needed here, and there would be ready market for | but to none will they be greater than to your
all the fubrics which ecunld be manufuctured. selves.

Now comes the concert of action; if the ehureh Our authurit:.r for thus .'-‘E“diﬂg brether Eﬂ}"ﬂﬂl‘
will arise unitedly; if the brethren will individu- | te yeu, is found in the “Book of the Law of the

ally feel that the good work of the Lord is depend- | Liord,” page 56, as follov g:—

ing on themselves as instruments o assist in “Nanvoo, December 99 T
carrying it forward; and will unite sl their means, |}, 1.6, came um:: Jﬂ.ﬂl:'pl': tiﬁiﬂlaer?‘l:rirﬁ;rﬂ:::
fﬂ"}‘ and energy, in one grand mass, all that you i i1 "1he Lord:—I.et my servant j'nhu Sayder
d_"”"" can speed ly be accomplished. fi ﬂl":‘rl take a-mission to the Eustern Continent, unto ell
time unl;r wlil elapse before you Jpurseives wiil the conferences now eitting in that region, and
be astonished at the result, audl_ynn wiil feel that {14400 carry a puckage of Epistles that shall be
Y“{*J qﬂir“ are Mmgfe than rsﬂ ized, 1o | Written by my servants the Twelve, making
bile the saints are nuited, no power on the known unto them their duties coneerning the
earth, - under the aarlh,curi.]prev?li against them; building of my housee, which I have appointed
oL whils euch oge aels for himeelf, many, very unto you, suith the Lord, that they may bring

mauny, are in danger of being overthrown. God (sl et e i o
‘ ir gold, and their silver, and their precions
has promised all things to those who love him and stoues, and the bex tree, at;d the fir tree, and all

keep his cummlnfimeuts; then why be afruid that fine wood to beautify the place of my sonctnghy
one shounld get a little more thau another, or that|_ . el o gpm P A
aliinls s ¢ litd Pt } saith the Lord, and let him return epeedily, with
g oo BT SOK B S E 1 Ovuny VY 18 nnn} '" | all means which shail be put iate Lis bands: even
er might lese; when Jesus has promized that the oL A mrefi
faithful shall be one with him, as he isone with|™ )
the Father, and shall possess all things iu the due| In this revelation, the brethren will disrover
time of the Lord; not by stealth, uot by force, | their duty in relation to the building of the Tem-
not by the sword, but by the gift of the Father, | pleof the Lord in Nauvo, and the Nuuvoo House:
through faithfulness to his ecommands; and the|and we ecall upen them with united ery to give
more thr.g ghall suffer, while they work righteous- | heed unto the things written, aud lielp to bnild the
neks on the earth, the greater will be their reward, | houses which God has commanded, so that broth-
the more glorious their kingdow, the mnere ex-|er Snyder may speedily return with means to
tended their power, when they shall arrive in the sirengthen the hands of the laborers, end adorn
celest’al paracise. and bedutify the Tubernscle of Jehovah,
Knowing and feeling these things as we do, and| Brethren, while you are thus preparing to send
having respect unto the recompense of reward to | up your oferiags to this place, if you will act in
be revealed hereafter, regardless of ol uecessery | concert with our well beloved brother, Flder Pur-
privation and labor to accomplish what our Master | ley P. Pratt, and the regulur constituted avthori-
has given us te do; and desiring not to possessthe | ties of the chureh in Eneland; end colleet as
kingdom alone, but that all the honest in heart | great an amount of cotton, linen, and woolen
should be united with us in the great and glorious | goods, silks, cutlery and hardware, &e., even all
work of building up Zion and her stakes, we'cali | the varieties of goods®which might be useful in
upan you, dear brethren, to nuite with us, all with | this country, and which can be obtuined by the
oneé accord, fo do what? To do the very things{brethren in this time of monied erarcity, and for-
you desire should be done; to cgavey you fo the | ward the same 10 us by brother Suyder, or vour
place where we are, and then put yomn in posses- | own agent, in company with | im, or c.:hf-r':-;in--,

sion of all the meaus you may need for your eup- | and at other thnes, we will pay vou for those
port; so that you may enjoy the fulnees of the [gooeds, in lands, in or ont of the eitv, in hopses,
hlfeﬁa;uzﬂ b:-lunging to the sons and daught:rs of | cattle, and soel kind of properiy ns you may
Zion’s King. neec; and witli those goods we will purchuse

Had we menve, wo would not ask your aid: {lands, &ec.. flowr, ment, and =l things necessgary
wa would gladly send the ships of Tarshish to | for & sea vovege, which ean be had cheaper hers
bear you seross the great waters; we would bring | than in England, sud charter sl ips, and forwsrd
you to onr homes, to cur firesides; we would pro- : the same to England, or such plares as emigration
vide you habitations, lands and food, when yon | may require, and bring back ' retorn & shio
arrive among us. Our hearts are large enough to | load of emirrante, ot a chraper. mate  than
do all this, and a great deal more; but we have!thiey can now emirrate: v hile, ‘at the' same

L3

euter inte the kingdom -cf Ged, except faith in ' general business mart of the civilized world,

{not the'means; we have to labor for eur own|{time, those who remain con sastionetg epllort



