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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

MARCH 1642

sunday 20 I1 preached to a large assembly in
the grove near thetho temple on the west the
body of a deceased child of mr windsor FP lyon
being before the assembly changed my des agn inlit
thaiha order of my remarks a brief synopsis offf
which was reported by eldeeide wilford VYgoodruff
ca follows

president smith read the chapter of rev-
elationsgiatelationslons and said we have again the warning
voketoke sounded in our midst which shows theun
certainty of human life and in my leisure mo-
ments I1 bavehaveave meditated upon the subject and
asked the question why it is that infantinfants inno-
cent children are taken away from us especially
those that seem to be teveo most intelligentand inter
tinga and the strongest reasons that present
themselvesthema elveselres lo10 my mind are these this world is a
tryveryvry wicked world and it is a proverb that the

world grows weaker and wiser if it isesthethe
easecase the world grows more wicked and corrupt
in the early ages of tiiethe world a righteous man
and a manmail of god and of intelligence had a bet-
ter chance teto do good to be believed and received
thanihan at the present day but in these days such a
mantrian IsL much opposed and persecuted by most of
thetho inhabitants odtheof the earth and he has much sor

to pass through here the lord takes many
awayiway even in infancy that they may escape the
onvyenvy of man and tilethe sorrows and evils of this
presentresent world they were too pure too lovely to
Fliveivelve on earth therefore if rightly coubleconsidered inin
teadstead of mourning we havehare reason to rejoice as

they are delivered from evil and wowe shall soon
have them again

what chance is there for infidelity when we are
parting with our friends almost daily nonenona at
all 1 he infidel will grasp at every strawdraw for
help until death stares him in thetile facerace and then
hislii infidelity takes its flight for the realities of theibe
eternal world are restingtesting upon him in mighty
power and when every earthly support and
prop fails him he then sensibly feels tilethe eternal
truths of the immortality of thetile soul we should
take warning and not waitwalt for the deathbed to re-
pent as we see the infant taken away by death
so may the youth and middle aged as well as the I1

infant bee suddenly called into eternity let this I1

thencaen prove as a warning to all not to procrasti-
nate repentance or wait till a deathbed for it is
the will of gedgod that man should repent and serve
him in health and in tiletho strength and power of
valis mind in order to secure his blessingblebiesaing and notriot
wait until liehe is called to die

also the doctrine of baptizing children or
inklingsprinklingpr them or they must welweiwelterterinin hell is a
doctrine notdot true not supported in holy writ and
I1is not the character of god all
children are redredeemedemed by theibe blood of jesus christ
and the moment that children leave this world
they are taken to the bosombonomboibosbosomom of abraham the
enlyonly difredifferencerence betbetweeneen the old and 3 ououngrig dying
is one lives longer in heavenleaven and sterral lihtlight and
glory than the other ablisaadand is freed a little sooner
from this mi erakle wicked world notwith-
standinglanding all this glory we for a moment lose sight
cfof it and mourn the loslose but we do not mourn
us those without hope

intention was to on sub-
ject of baptism but having a case of death before
BBas I1 thought proper to refer to that subject I1
will now however say a few words upon bap-
tism as I1 intended

god has made certain decrees which are fixed
and immovable for instance god set the bunBUS
the moon and the stars in the heavenheavens1 and gave
them their laws conditions and bounds which
they cacannotannot passpas except by hishia commandments
they all move in perfect harmony in their sphere
and order and are as lights wonders and signs
unto us the seatea also haslas its bounds which it
cannot pass god has detret many signs on the
arthearth es wellweil as in the heavens for instance tilethe

oak of the forest the fruit of thefhe tree thetha herb of
tha field all bear a sjsignpi that seed hathbath been
planted there for it is a decree of the lord that
teryevery tree plant and herb bearingbeating seed should

bring forth of its kind and cannot come forth
after any other laworlaw or principle upon thetha same
principle do I1 contend that baptism is a agnfagn or
cainer of god forfur thetiie believer in christ to take
upon himself ialia order to enter into the kingdom
of god for except ye are borntorn of water and of
thetha spirit 50ye cannot enter into the kingdom af
god 11 saidtaid the savior it Is a sign and a comearn
maanraanamentdment which god has set for man to enter
kitaaito his kingkirgkingdomdom thosa who seekbeek to enter in
any otherother way will seek in rinvin for god ivilvi 1

l not
receive them deither w 11II11 the angels acknowledge
veir works asai for they have not obeyed
lmt 9 ordinances ngnnornon athattattended to the signssigni which
god ordelordalordainedned for the salattsalvationrationvatron of 0an to prepare
luntun lorfor and give him a to a celecialil glorylory
and god had decreed that all who wilfal nnoungut 0 evey
ijaI1 is tivice shail notlotrot escape the dini ninfinin
what laIs the damnation of heilhell 11I a0 go wu ith tit
society whwha bavehave nelneinet eyed hs i in ioniamlonlun

caption ibalaais a ignsign la gojgod to angels and lo10 holhothe
enthatin that we do the wilwill of0 god and there ii13 no

otherether way beneath tlethe heavens whereby god hatliballi
0 for n an to come to birnbird to be savedsuvetlandand

the kifiiggomorn ofc bcd encept falthfaithfaithanin

I1 jesus christ repentance and baptism for the re-
mission of sins andaud any other course is in vain
then you have thetha promise of the gift of the
holy ghost

what is the sign cfof the healing of tilethe sick
the laying anon of hands iais the sign or davway
marked out by james and thoiho custom of ththee
ancient saints as ordered by the lord and vewe
cannot obtain the blessing by pursuing any other
course except the way marked out by the lord
what if wowe should attempt to get the gift of the
holy ghost through any other ilieansmeans except the
sinssigns or way which god hathbath appointed should
we obtain it certainly notrot all other mean
wonwouldid failfall the lord sasssays ddo0

I1
so aandlidiid so und I1

will bless you
there are certain key words and signs belong-

ingI1 jo0o the priesthood which must bbi observed in
order to obtain tiletha blessing the signeign of peter
was to repent and be baptized for the remiremissionision of
sins ith the promise of the gift of the holy
ghost and inja no other way 1is the gift of the holy

I1 ghost obtained I1
I1 there is a difference between the holyvoly ghost
and the gift of the holy ghost cornelius re-
ceived the bioly ghost before hohe was baptized
which waswan the convincing power of god unto
him of the truth of the gospel but hsbe could not
receive the giftgif of the holy ghost until after hobe
was baptized had he not taken this sign or
ordinance upon him tiletiie holy ghost which con-
vinced him of the truth of god would hatehave letiet
him until hebe obeyedobeyed these ordin arleesartees and re-
ceived the gift of tthee holy ghost by the laying
on of handsbands according to the order of god liehe
could not have healedheated tlethe sick or commanded an
evil spirit to come out of a man and it obey him
for the spirits might sayeay unto him as they did to
the sons of scevaseeva paul we know and jesus we
know but who are ye it mattmattereerethtb not
whether we live long or short on the earth after
we come to a knowledge of these principles and
obey them unto the end I1 know that allailaa men
will be damned ifit they donotdo not come in the way
which he hathfiath opened and this is the way mamarkedrked
out by the word of theford

say that all men wwillilliii come from the grave as they
lielia down whether old or young therethera will not be

added unto their stature ororomeoree cubit neither
taken from ifit all will be raised by the power of
god hav ngrg spirit in their bodies and not blood
children widwiil be enthroned in the presence of god
and the lamb with bodies of the paifatsainofamepameno stature
that they had on earth bavinhaving beirbeen redeemed by
the blood ofor the lamb they villwill there enjoy the
falness of that light glory and intelligence which
is prepared in the celestial kingdom blessed
are the dead who die in the lord for they rest
fromfrow their labors and their works do follow
them 19

tilethe speaker beforebedore closing called upon thetile
assembly before him to humble themselves in
faith before god and in mighty prayer and fasting
to call upon the name of the lord until the elele-
ments were purified over our heads and thehe eartheart
sanctified under our feet that the inhabitants of
this city may escape the power of disease and
pestilence and the destroyer that aideth upon tilethe
face of the earth and that the holy spirit of god
may rest upon thistius vast multitude
at the close of the meeting president smith

to ordinance of baptism
in the river near his house at 2 and at
the appointed hour the bank of the mississippi
was lined with a multitude of people and presi-
dent joseph smith went into the river and bap-
tized 80 persons for the remission of their sins
and what added joy to the scene wawar thathat the first
person baptized was mr L DTDV asson a nephew
of mrsroloemmaemma smith the first of her kindred
that have embraced the fatness of thetile gospel

at the close of this interesting scene the ad-
ministrator lifted up hishid hands towards heaven
and implored the blessing of god to rest upon the
people and truly the spirit of god did rest upon
the multitude to the joy undand consolation of our
hearts

after baptism the congregation egna
1 a repaired

teto the grove near the temple to attend to the
ordinanceordinOrdilalceanceanceacce of confirmation and notwithstanding
president smith had spoken inla uethe openopell air to the
people and stood iuin the water and baptized about
80 persons about 50 of those baptized received

confirmation under lisUs hands inm the after
partpait of the day

while this was progressing great numberscambers were
being baptized in tiletha font

after thie I1 baptized ait largolarge number in thetha
font myself

A EPISTLE OF THE TWELVE TO TIMTHC
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LAT-
TER DAY SAINTS IN ITS VARIOUS
BRANCHES AND conferencesCONFERENCE9 IN
EUROPE GREETING
beloved brebrethrenthrew weve feel it our privilege ard

a duty we owe to the great and glorious cause in
waschwisch we have enliehli ted to communicate to you
t this time some principles which if carried into

effectwllwillwilll11 greatly facilitate thetho gathering of thetile
bainosaino and tend to ameliorate the condition of
those who are struggling with poverty and distress
in this daythanday when the usual means of support seem
tato be cut short to0 tietletietiati a laboring classes through
tlthi depression that prevails in the i

general business mart of the civilcivilizedzed world

our situation is such in these last days our
salvation spiritually is so connected with our sal-
vation temporally that if one fail the other
necessarily must be seriously affected if riotnot
wholly destroyed god has mademado us social be-
ings hohe hisbis endowed us with capacities for eriellen-
joying each others society and it is our duty to
bring those powers and privileges into exercise
so far as we callcan obtain and for thisiethis it is our duty
to strive by allail lawful and expedient measures
within our reach

while we remain in thuthes statestats of existence we
need food and raiment habitation and society
and without these our enjoymentsenjoyments must be greatly
limited and the real objectobjectorof our existence dimin-
ished if not choly destdestroyedroved though the saints
should possess allalt the common gifts of thetile spirit
of god andard yet remain destitute of those com-
forts so much needed for the sustenance of their
bodies they would bobe comparatively miserable
but when they arrive at that state of perfection
and are clotheclothed J upon with the more special gifts
and power of increasing the widows oil and mealmeat
or of receiving their food from thetha ravens like
elijah they will not need to bestow so much at-
tention oilon every trifle of the passing momentomoment as
they now do and until that period arrives they
will recollect that to belllbe in thetha exercise ofor the
falness of spiritual blessings theytiley must babe watch
fillfril and careful to provide things honestbonest in the
bighteight of allalt menmentorfor the sustenance and comfort
otof these frail perispetiperishableliableshabie bodies that we may
belie instruments in the hands of god of thus pro
moling your present and future temporal and
spiritual welfare we writswrite youou at the present
time

manyblany of you are desirous of emigrating to this
country and many have not the means to accornarconi

if we callcan assist you by
our prayerskyers and our counsel to the
desires of your hearts in this tiling so far we vvwilllilill
rejoice and be satisfied you not only wish to
emigrate to thiathis section of the earth but youyop
desire alsoatso to hayehave some laudable meansbeaus of com-
fortablefor table subsistence after you arrive here and
illis asoalso is important howilow then shall these
things and your souls be satis-
fied we answerans yer by united understanding and
concert of action

you all or most ofor you have trades or differ-
ent kinds of businessbubdsinessBiness to which youou have been
lorgjorg familiarized and in which you would like to
continue for tiietikeane purpose of procuring a subsist-
ence and a great proportion of your occupation
is suchtuch that no employment can be had in this
city or vicinity for instance there are no cotton
manufactoriesmanu factories established here and many of you
know no other business you want to come
here and when here wantnant to continue your
labors in yoursour accustomed branches of business
but you havohave no means tolo get here and when
here there are no factories and yet factoriesfactor iesiea are
needed here and there would be ready market for
all the fabrics which could be manufactured

now comes the concert ofor action if thee burellhurell
will arise if the brethren will individu-
ally feel that thetha good work of the lord is depend-
ing on themselves as instruments to assist illin
carrying it forward and will unite fillbit their means
faith and energy inill one grand massmas all that you
desire can sspeedeed ayiy be accomplished A short
time only will elapse before you yourservesserres will
be astonished at thetho result and you wilwill foelfael that
your desires are more than realized

while the saintspaints are united nolie power on the
earth or under the earth can prevail against them
butbal while each one acts for himself many very
many are in darger of beinbeim overthrown god
has promised all things to those who love him and
keep hishis commandments then why be afraid that
one should get a littielitto more than another or that
one should gain for a littletilde moment what adoth
er might lee when jesusjebus haslipas promised that the
faithful shall be one tilill him as he is one with
the father and shall possess all things in the due
time of thetho lord notnet by stealth liotnot by force
not by the sword but by the gift of thetile father
through faithfulfaithfulnessnessneEs to his commands and the
more they shall suffer while they work righteous
nets on the earth the greater will be their rewardregardreyrardvard
the more glorious theirheir kinikiDikingdomdoindoln the ingremere ex-
tended their power when ibey arrive in the
celest al madve

knowingg and feeling these things as weive dod and
having respect unto tilethe recompense efof reward to
be revealed hereafter regardless of all necessary
privation and labor to accomplish iskat our masteralaster
has given us to do and desiring notnet to possesspow the
kingdom alonerione but that all thelIliailla honestlonest inin heart
should be united with MSas in the great and 7gorious
woric

I1
of building up zionmon and llerher stakesstake cicali

apoll you dear brethren to unite with us allal withw ith
onellelie accord to do what to do the veryviry t ingsi gs
yonyouott desire be done to eliv y youy on to tietipta e
place where we are endand theu put vouyou in poispops
dpnsonbon of all the means you may need for your puptuy
portpori
El

ortori so that youou may enjoy the of tiletheblemingsll emingswings belonging to thetha sonssous andaud daughertdau ghers 0
zions kin Y

iidildlidiid wette weamea g wowj would not ask sotirorr v

WBwn woudwood glueyalbally send the ships of hh i

bear vuuyuuu aarosacross the preatgreatrt vwwatertf we wl b i e
youou toto bar homes to curcun fi resides we would pro-
vide youjou habitations lands and food when vontou
arrive amongamon rusui our hearts are large enough to
do all this and a great beatdeal more but wowa have
not the means we have to labor for ourcur ovw

subsistence asaswellwellweil as attend to those things
which are laid upon uaus of the lord and which
concern the whole church as much as ourselves

it is not the will of heaven that any one should
be put in possession of all things without scriv
ing for them where much is given much is TOre
quiren and he who has but one talent must be
as diligent in the use thereof as he that has ten
or he will lose bithithi talent and hishia blessing and it
becometh him who hathbath but one five or tellten to
appropriate it inlit the most economical manner
possible or liehe will not have enough to bring him
hither and that hohe who hath but five pounds
may have enough and to spare to him who hathbath
but one or in other words to help the brethren to0 o
accomplish with a little what otherwise would
require much more than they can command is the
object of this epistle

had we the means we would send vesselsvessel of
our own laden with flour meat fruits and allalt
sea stores necessary for the comfort of the breth-
ren ouon the water sobe that they would have nothing
more to do than go on chipboardshipboard and land at
new orleans from thencethence we would take them
on our steamers and bring them to this place for
thisthu is the best place for the saints to stop at for
the present

there maybemay be other places where individuals
might havehate the prospectoct of adding at olceoice more
rapidly to their pecuniary interest than they could
here but we can only say that it is the will of
the lord that the saints build nauvoo and set-
tle therein or in the vicinity and we keownsknow as-
suredlysu that those who givegivs heed to every wordord
thatthit edeth out of the mouth of the lord
will be richer eventually and not far distant
than thosa who may seem to prosper more by
following their own inclinations

brethren wowe wish not to control yuyou or your
means it is not for our peace or interest nay
ratherlikiiiii her it is a source of labor trouble and anx-
iety to have ought to do with tiletiie pecuniary busi-
ness of the church which we would gladly avoid
could we do it and do our duty could we doitdoltdo it
and the things desired babe accomplished and we
stand guiltless where god hathbath I1placedlaced us alidand
for tilitill reason we desire to make such arrange-
ments as will most tend to leave thetho business in
your own hands or in the hands of those whom
you shall select men of your own acquaintance
inin whom you callcan repose confidence that they will
execute their trust in righteousness and that our
plans may be understood by you and carried into
execution we have sent unto you our beloibeloybeloveddelocl
brother elder john snyder the bearer of this
epistle andana other epistles also previously written
by us to you and we beseech you brethren to
receive him MSas a servant of the mostalost high au-
thorizedzed according to the order of the kingdom of
heaven and assist him by all lawful meansnuang in
your howertopower to execute the mission entrusted to
mmblai for great events depend upon his successa
but to none lilliiill they be greater than to your
selveskelvec

our authority for thus sendingtending brother Snyder
to yeuyou iais found in tiiethe book of the law of tikatildth
lord page 36 as follonfollowss 11

I nauvoo december 222 1841 the wwordd of
the loid came unto joseph the seer verily thus

isaiahsaitla the lord let myiny servant johnrohn snyder
take a mission to the eastern continent unto allell
the conferences now rittilatilting in that region and
let him carry a package aiof epepistlessties that shall labe
writtenritten by myroy servants the twelve trialing
known unto thematheni their duties concerning thothe
building of mymy houseshouse which I1 havehavo appointedappoIntid
unto you saithbaithsaibai til the lord that they may iring
their gold and theirthein silversliver and their precpreciouslouilowi
stores and the box tree and the fir tree ahadanad eitill
fine wood to beaubeautifytiry the place of my sanctuary
saithbalth the lord and let him return speedily mthvilh
all means whichaich shallshail be put into bislis hindsbinds evau
so amen

in thistins revereyeUtionlittlon the brethren uhlubinill d icovernovertl
their duty in relation to the bbuilding of thethotwle of the lord in nauvoo and the nauvoo lafose
and we call upon them with united cry to give
heed unto the things written and help to build the
houses which god has commanded so that bioblobroth-
er

th
snyder may speedily return withwital billau ls to

astrenstrengthenthen the handsbands of the laborerlaborers end ludorn
and beautify the tabernacle of SeJehovajehovahhovahbovaha

brethren while you arbreare thus preparing Fpenienilfeni
up your oseroTerofferingslogs to thiathis place if you Juliull akatt litit
concert withith our well beloved brother eierelwer par-
ley P pratt and the renu r constitute J authors
ties of the church in lnen i endand c 11lectelectec t as83
great an amount of cotcottotoltoii I1 n and woolen
goods silkslik cutlery and lirajrh i r i r ac TI aitalt
the variety of i rn t be useful 61
tily comiti nudend which emr n I1 benedbbb tred hyby thoiho
broretethini t i11 t merne of moisi citycit wdaberfeitei

i 1 t h s by frobt ro 1 r 1 der or your
any v ithnh I1 i or oti eisewise

niruUJ
I1 btat otner tropie wex e 1il111

1 N ouw foforr t hodebode
gocelomis inin lands Min or oltwit i i inin ahjahaati jamjaw
aviecclec t P aindfindnd uelnelbol k n i f isto you aaafae
r d winni thothoc v ill purburbagebage

flour m- im- jr gsZB
FJ aI viv r c r bereheyeher
i ioan i afgf 0 ali i widmid 1

thetile samefame ioto or such pipeapipes asberrerrerp r jiatia
mavmay aridand bridgybrin backbuek illiiiintintonmw Tnn a ship
iraaif a 1 of0 r antaal utat a c i r r tikee
Vt 1 1 n T v 1 uieote
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