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AN EPISTLE0

to the members of the church of I1

jesus christ of latter
day saints

introductory
tearbear brethren and sisters

it appears pro this fifty eight
semiannualsemi annual conference of thithe church
of jesus christ of latter day saints
that an epistle should be addressed to
the members of the church in con-
formity with the custom which has
been observed at the past five general
conferences

DEATH OF PRESIDENT TAYLOR

As some of the apostles are pre-
vented by circumstances well known
to the saints from appearing in pub-
lic the church will naturally look torfor
some expression from them concern-
ing their feelings and hopes respecting
the work olourof our god especially at the
present timelime Is deep interest felt in the
utterances of tilethe apostlesApo atlesoties because of
the loss which the nas sus-
tained in the death of PRESIDENT JOHN
TAYLOR twice before has the charob
mourned tilethe death of its president
and each time tilethe event has produced
a profound impression upon its mem
bers in this instance this sadbad event
is invested with more significance than
it would have been hadbad it occurred in
the ordinary way prisident taylor
died in exile for about two years
and a half liehe had been compelled to
live in seclusion and to refrainin from
all public association with the people
whom ue loved more than he did life

through his decease atie church is18I1

called the third time to mourn the de-
parture of the man who has stood as
its president and as the prophet seer
and revelator to this generation the
experience which the have
gainedgained in passipassingug through these trials
hasas been of exceeding value to them
they have learned that god can take
care otof his own work and that they
need not worry nor yield to anxiety or
doubt concerning its managementmanage meat

after the martyrdom of thtwi prophet
joseph there were pretenders who as
seated that they had the right to take
his place at the bead of the church
some were deceived oyby their preten-
sions not being familiar vwithith the or-
der otof the priesthood

THE responsibility of THEHE
APOSTLES

for some time before his death the
prophet joseph was inspired of the
lordord to anticipate his own departure
from earthly scenes this wasw as shown
in various ways but especially in the
greatreat anxiety which he displayeddispi ayed to
bestowf stow upon the twelve apostles all
thethekenskeys and authority ofof the holy
prpriesthoodiesthood which he had received liehe
declared in private and in public that
they were equipped and fully qualified
and that he hadbad rolled the kingdom of01
god ontoon ta the shoulders of the twelve
apostles
PRESIDENT WOODRUFFS PERSONAL

TESTIMONY

I1 wilford woodruff being the last
man living in the flesh who was pres-
ent upon that occasion feel it a duty I1
owe to the baurch of jesus christ of
latter day saints to the house of
israelirrol and to the whole world to bear
this myapy last all nations
that in the winter otof 1843 A4 joseph
smith toetho prophet of god called the
twelve apostles together inia the city
of nauvoo and spent many days with
us in giving us our endowments and
teaching us those glorious principles
which god had revealed to him and
upon one occasion he stood upon hiistiishi
feet in our midst for nearly three
hours declaring unto us the great and
last dispensation which god had set
his hand to perform upon the earth in
these last days the room was filled
as if with consuming fire the prophet
wasclothed upon with much of the
power of god and his face shone and
was transparently clear arldand liehe closed
that speech never to be forgotten in
timeor in eternity with tilethe following
language

brethren I1 have had great sorrow
of heart for fear that I1 might be taken
from the earth with the keys of the
kingdom of god upon me without
sealing them upon the heads of other
men god has sealed upon my bead
all the keys of the kingdom of god
necessary for organizing and build-
ing up of the churek zion and
kingdom af god upon the earth and
to prepare the saints torlor the coming
of the son of man now brethren I1
thank god I1 have lived to see the day
that I1 have been enabled to give you
your endowments and I1 have now
sealed upon your heads all tilethe powers

of the and priest
hoods and apostleshipApostle snip with all the
keys and powers thereof which god
haslas sealed upon me and I1 now roll off
all the labor burden and care of this
church audand kingdom of god upon
your shoulders and I1 now command
youcou in the name of the lord jesus
christ to round up your shouldersand
searbear off this church and kingdom of
god before heaven and earth and be-
fore god angels and men and if you
dondontt do it youyo u will be damdamnedned I1 1

and the same spirit that filled the
room at that time burns in my bosom
while I1 record this testimony and the
prophet of gudgod appointed no one else
but the twelve apostles to stand at
the head of the church and direct its
affairs

THE presidency IN TITZ APOSTLES
when the prophet joseph had

passed away by foul assassination
those who possessed the spirit of god
and were living in close communion
with it knew the voice of the true
shepherd and were not deceived by the
claims of men who pretended to havebave
authority the body off the church
followed the leadership of those whom
god had chosen and whom his ser-
vant joseph hadbad been instructed to
prepare forfer this great responsibility
the twelve apostles with president
brigham young as their head became
heac presiding council of the church

the lessons which the chareth then
learned inIII regard tote the priesthood
ndind the rights of the priesthood have
never been forgotten when Ppresi-
dent young was taken from us there
vas no jar noraar division of sentiment

among ane apostles and among the
people there was ssscarcelyarcely a question as
to where the right of presidency lest
ed presidentdeat john taylor took the
position which belonged to him and
tilethe work ot godgoa moved forward with-
out interruption and with a union and
harmony on the part of all connected
with it most delightful to wit
ness he has stood at our head
forfer nearly ten years and during thatthai
period hebe has possessed the giltsgifts and
qualifications which belonged to bisbib
ilinighI office and calling his entire
ecareer is one that can be contemplated
with the utmost satisfactionbatisa actionand pleas-
ure by all who love the trupti and ad-
mire inteintegrityerity in those who are called
to be servants of god from the time
that hebe was baptized a member of the
church until his spirit took its fligflightht
from earth he never wavered in hisbis ad-
vocacy and defense of the principles of
righteousness under alpalt the varied
circumstances through which he and
the people of god were called to pass
in the midst of the deepest trials and
afflictions his voice was always raised
in tones ol01of encouragement and hope
aridand when the storms were the fiercest
hebe rose to the occasion abid always
displayed undaunted couracouragee and un-
flinching devotion to ane zion of god
in tile providence of god it fell to his
lot to be with the prophet josephi and
patriarch hyrum when they were
martyredmarty red for the truth and he mingled
his own blood with theirs though
severely wounded on that occasion
he miraculously escaped death he
was a man whom the lord loved
the evidence of this Is to be found in
toethe fact that he aosenose him to preside
overever his church at the departure of
his servant brigham we feel thank-
ful to god our eternal father that we
have been permitted to live with and
enjoy the society of president john
taylor and be Mshis fellfellow0 w laborers
our association with him and the
presidents and apostles who have
gone before him into the spirit world
we esteem as a great honor we take
delight in anticipating the rejoicing
that we shall have when we shall be
permitted to mingle in their society

once more the responsibility of
presiding over the church has fallen
upon theme council of toethe twelve
apostles the counselors of presi-
dent taylor brothersBrotners george Q
cannon aad joseph F smith being
members of the council of the twelve
apostles attheaar the time they were chosen
to be members of the first presidency
have since his death taken their places
again as members of that council

fifty seven years audand a half have
elapsed since the church was organ-
ized in looking around among those
with whom we associate todayto day how
lewkw there are left of those who under
the LQlord helped to lay the
foundation of this wok and were the
companions of the prophet in the
eearlyrv labors connected therewith
Ttodayto aday there Is but one apostle left
of those who belonged to the council
of the apostles during the lifetime of
the prophet joseph or indeed at the
time these valleys were first settled
the other faithful apostles who were
ordained under the direction of the
prophet joseph have all passed behind
tie vail since the death of president
young four have joined him in the
other world and in the same period
six have been ordained as members
of the council of the twelve apostles
this gives some idea of the changes
whichwhich are occurring and how rapidly
a new generation is taking an active
part in the building up of zion

THE LABORS OF THE APOSTLES

those of us who have been at liberty
to travel have devoted our time to
visiting the various stakes and in
meeting with them at theirtheft quarterly
conferences some of us have been
laboring in mexico others in arizona
besides visiting the stakes in idaho
and in utah these quarterly con-
ferencesferences are attended with excellent
results the people come together
and receive instructions and coun-
sel upon leading topicstopic and
much good is derived therefrom

though it involves considerable labor
for the apostles to visit them yet we
are encouraged inin doing so dy the ad-
vantages whichak aich those visits bring to
the ppeopleeople in keeping themthe m informed
concerning general movements and
cuticounselusel in these labors we have hadbad
much joy and satisfaction especially
in witnessing the increase of faithful-
ness on viethe part of the saintssainta

THE PA OFOB THE1113 SAINTS

though many of the leadinleading men
have been compelled to be absentsent
some of them baling been incarcer-
ated in prison the people have never-
thelesstheless beebibi CB steadfast and have
sought with increased diligence to per-
form their duties the persecution to

they have been subjected hasbus
led the ppeopleeople to think aud act torfor
themselves andaad not to depend so
much uponapen others for guidance this
can not fail to be attended with good
results it is necessary that all the
members of the church should exer-
cise their powers ot reason andabd reflec-
tion and thoroughly understand why
aney take the course which god points
out Intelliintelligentgerit obedience on the part
of his is18 desired by our father
in heaven Iilehele has given us our agency
to think and aatactt for ourselves
on our own volition to obtain a
testimony for ourselves from him
concerning the truth of the principles
which lie teaches and then be firfirmm
and unshaken in ane performance of
all which is necessary forfoi salvation

we have felt great satisfaction in
witnessing the dignity and courage
which the saints have exhibited

the trials of the past three
years their conduct hasbaa been ad-
mirable they have displayed great
qualities the forbearance patience
and fortitude which they have ex-
hibited are proofs that god has been
with them outrages which would
have goaded any otheyother people into acts
of violence have been of frequent jcGcorrence in other communities men
audand women would be desperate under
such treatmentlt but the lord has
given his people power to control

and peace has been main-
tained riots and bloodshed have
been avoided and even under strong
provocation anen blood was shedthe
community itself preju-
dice may prevent our nation and usits
huleis from acknowledging at the
present how noble the demeanor of
the people has I1 been under
these trying circumstances and
with the strong provo canous
which they have had to indulge in
outbreaks yet the time will come
when all this will receive its proper
recognitioncognitionle and due credit will bpbe ac-
corded the latter day saints torfor their
magnanimity and self control through-
out this entire pepersecutionse cution

PRIMARY associations ETC

in the organizations which have
been established among our people diw
all our settlements in these moun-
tains the advancement and training
and benefit of all classes are amply
provided lorfor among no peoplele of01
whom we know anything have such
provisions been made for theche salvation
and care of the members of society of
all ages as among the latter day
saints if we and our children do not
progress in intelligence and in the
knowledge of all principles pertpertainingI1 ailing

i

to life here and litelife hereafter it is be-
cause we do ntn t avail ourselves of
those facilities which are placed within
our reach NVwee have the primary as-
sociations provided for the benefit of
the young children of our church and
their instruction in those simple prin-
ciples which they can understand we
also have sunday schools for the
training and education of those of
larger growth in them they can learn
thedoctrines of salvation and the his-
tory of the work of god and be pre-
pared for greater progress then we
have the young mens and young
ladies mutual improvement asso

have been organized as
their names imply for the development
of the young people of both sexes and
their advancement in every thing that
will qualityqualify them for lives of useful-
ness and honor eatbut besides these or-
ganizations we have the various coun
ails of the priesthood to some office
in which every young man who is
worthy can be ordained the young
women as they increase in years can
also find a sphere of usefulness in the
reliefbelief societies which have been or-
ganized for the purpose of assistingasistin
the bishops and counselors annand
teachers of the wards inia caring torfor
the poor and relieving the wants of the
suffering and distressed sose that oy
means of these organizations which
are of vast interest to us as a people
every one from early childhood to ma-
turity can be led forward step by step
from one degree of knowledge to an-
other until fully qualified to discharge
all the duties of perfected and honor-
able manhood and womanhood

so far as we know the sisters who
have charge of the primary assoria
eions are doing a most commendable
workwoi k in arousing interest in the lit-
tle ones and in teaching them
in simple style thoseloose lessons
which are adapted to their under-
standings we hope thatchat in all our
settlements these associationsons will re-
ceivec e ive the constant care aanda attention
of our wise and judicious sisters the
seed sown in the hearts of the children
by the instructions imparted there
will produce in years to come anaa
abundant harvest that will gladden the
hearts of the saints who witness it

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS ETC

the progressproeress of the sunday school
cause IB zion continues satisfactory
though undoubtedly somewhat rerea1

carded by the enforced absence from
its labors and associations of soeo many
brethren and sisters who have in
former years taken an active interest
in its welfare we notice with pleas-
ure the constantly increasing number
of schools teateacherscheris and scholars re-
ported by the officers of the union and
the evident care fatten oyby the presidingpresideg
local authorities in our settlements tto0
have a sunday school as oneoie of the
first institution established we
are also gratified to learn that
in most of the foreign missions
of the church sunday schools
and improvement associations
are being organized wherever
practicable in great britain in con-
tinentaltin europe in new zealand and
in the sandwich islands asan also in the
brbranchesauches scatteredbeattered throughout the
missions in the united states these
institutions are loundfound contributing
their influence in instructing and
forming the character of the children
of the latter day saints

the mutual improvement societies
are also accomplishing great good
throughout our settlements in connec-
tion with them and the sunday schools
we desire to remind our brethren andand
sisters who are engaged in the praise-
worthy labor of fostering these insti-
tutionstutions that the original design in
organizing sunday schools and im-
provementpro societies among us WAS
that the ehchildrenildren and youth of the
saints should be made wise inia the
principlesr inciples of the gospel and their falta
9be developeddeveloppd in the revelations of
god this the officers and teachers
should keep constantly in mind the
books used should be almost without
exception the revelations of god as
Ccontainedontained in ancient and modern
scripture together with the other
works of the church the teachings
while direct brief and simple shoulda
be such as will increase the faith de-
velop the veneration and love and
draw out the intelligence of the youth-
ful bearers toward the divine princi-
ples of which by gods grace we navehave
been made the custodians all at-
tempts however slight to secularize
these institutions and to change them
so that they will not accomplish the
ends sought for in their creation
should be discountenanced the
spirit and teachings of the gospel
should hold undivided control in all
our ministrations connected with this
cause in the theological and other
classes all discussions should be
avoided as much as possible on sub-
jects which god inm his wisdom has not
yet fully revealed we know there are
many persons who appear to take more
delight in dwelling upon questions
which are mysterious and cannot very
well in our present state of knowl-
edge be answered than they do upon
those subjects which are plain and
simple and essential to cresentpresent pro-
gress but the lord hasas revealed
so much that we can understand
and that we ought to learn in order to
be useful in the labors devolving upon
us here that we need not enter into
discussions onoa subjects no
way affect our hampil ess here or eter-
nal salvation hereafter in our theo-
logical classes quorum meetings and
other assemblies therefore these de-
batable questions need not be dis-
cussed or be dwelt upon to occupy the
time of the members to the exclusion
of more profitable topics in the
primary associations the sunday
schoolshooleBe and the mutual improvement
associations singing should receive a
large share of attention singing ex-
ercises can be made a great attraction
and also a valuable addition to the ed-
ucation of the young the interest
that is now taken among us in vocal
and instrumental music is a marked
feature of the times and this taste
finds increasing opportunities for its
devdevelopmentelop ment in the facilities which are
now being furnished to all who desire
its cultivation instead of having a
select few act as choirs in these
institutions to do the singing for the
whole the voices of all should
be united in harmonious melody
in giving utterance to the beelinfeelingsa of
their hearts in hymns and songs this
will increase the pleasure of the meet-
ings and make all feel that they have
an equal interest in worship and re-
joicingjo

THE RELIEF SOCIETIES

the mission of the relief societies
as organized among usas is truly grand
and beneficent there is nonoli miHoto
their labors and usefulness while nf
fering and want exist in our midst Tto
aid the needy by feeding the hungrybang ry
and clothing the destitute is distinc-
tively aad peculiarly their mission in
the energetic performance of their
duty human sympathy and divine
mercy are beautifully harmonized irkin
extending relief to the poorpooh the love
of god andaad ofaf our fellows is clearly
manifest it is more praiseworthy for
a relief society to be able to say
there are none in our ward in need

of food raiment or shelter than to
report thousands of dollars in hand
while the needs of the poor are un-
supplied

these societies have done a vast
amount osgoodof goltl among us aridand the
members have been of great service inIII
assisting the priesthoodPriest boyd in the wards
in caring for the destitute and in sup-
plying the wants of those who have
been in need otof help in these labors
we desire to give them every encour-
agement and to invoke the blessing of
heavesheaven upon them and all their exer-
tions for the suffering hu-
manity

THE CARZCARE OF THE POORPOOK

As the winter season is approaching
it is proper that each bishop and his
counselors should take the necessary

W

steps to proproperlyerly c
who live in their wa 61

call the belief bocisoci
this labor theethe
the poor shoushould be eniy
pangs of boverlyI1 1nQI

should beaverted 6
blessed us in the fruitfruda
4andd gardens in our flochoc
and in giving us comfor
eions and means to sustain 3

and we should alwaalwaysa raifa
words of the apostapostle11

e Janni
relireligionanandand undefiled baoeto
the batner is this to y
less and widows in
to keep himself casp
world at

while it has always t
policy of our people to enco
austry and to reprepress
form and to expect all
contribute according tooto theiri
to their own support still the
many cases where the ageddansnip
firm or the unfortunateun fortun camond
the utmost exertion and
tain throughh their own labor0
chent to sustain theasethemselvesves 3

be aaassgreatreat evil amongawong us to eej
any class ina living upon the
lence of the coincommunity noKO

of begging should be peni
those able to work should b
dished employment arso
properlyerly disposed will be 61bladlkropitain itt ina referencepreference to bebeingI1wag aej
the breasonbread of charity andancl ada
be encouraged to labor aleem

their strength this policy i
pursued will prevent pa
celop self exertion and c e
prodproduceace self respect it ISA

of great pleasure to illinthink t
gary is unknown throughout 0
clementstlements there is no need t
one however destitute to
solicit almsalias but while ahnth
case the sensitive and taitho
shrink from asking aid who i
in some instancesia stances their p
should be carefully looked ataftab
relief societies under the direddi
the bishops of the wards so
may be no individual in aiany
wards suffering for thetae wanto
any other article necessary totoj
or preserve life the
hearts are open to the cries ofofal

who are ready to adminis
substance which the lord glyI1
to relievebelieve their fellow crea
always depend upon tthe fifalpv

lord for he loves those whoh
to their fellow men and wha
ister to their necessities whowhose
are tender and who reareadilyily raw
applications ofef this characterc a t
are made upon them or wh
pate them by givins freely to th
tute

PASTFAST OFFERINGS

in some of our wards thereler
proper care taken in the collcollet
the fast offerings of the peopeople
first thursday in the month has
set apart in the church as ai
fasting and of prayer thathat dijdayt
be strictly observed fastast ot
should be brought with a libliben
to the bishop of each ward
may be prepared to susupplyI1 tho
are dependent upon the affard
cenancete nance some wards rrequire i
erable aid from the churchre t
sustain their poor because ththe 4

lastfast offerings do not supplysup I1
while sometimes in the sa I1

there are other wards where i

few if dependentany poor pr
of stakes should make arranarrall
with the bishops of the last
wards to transfer their fast ari

to the bishop of some cacon
ward which has more peor ws
borders than its own fast ol01

will supply anthiin thiss wayadallall tb
pie can have an eqequalI1 appoop
doing their duty to thee poo

THE LESSONS of I1 E
abundantexperience has abundantly

that those who are attentiveaw
and all other duties required
lord receive his blessingn beti
bless those who devote thero
with singlenessglenesssia of purpose mt

work if roofproof of this werawere M

one has oayonly to notice the condit
elders in the various settledsettlesettlementsmenti
have spent years of their iilivesuv
missions thothoughugh their humhome
may have been left to theronther gavecare

wives and children they area bo
by their poverty firel

fellow servants who have reremal
home v

we have only to look abouarou
satisfy ourselves also that t
are generous in contributing
work are favored of the berdj
was the experience of ancien 9

and it is aurour experience yet
gard to voluntary donatidonationsa 1

too much carelessness notel
lag all the precious promises
necked thertherewithewith the SRIsainam1

be reminded of the obligation
rests upon them our cullhi
should be taught this duty H

become a fixed habit wiwith
punctually attend to these
those who have strictly V0o
thosethese requirements can testtestily i
great pleasure and many TWre
have received from their ob

this law of liberality appearapfei
one of the safeguards which 04
has adoadoptedted to avert fromr bis
the evevilif consconsequencesconsequentequen which
the possessionossession of wealthwe I1 alel
us that the riches of the earth
to give but he has warned us
ware of pride lest we be in
Nephites of old we kaknoww tt
wrought for them and we
sparee nno Pprecautionecaution topperbayre
havingabing a disastrous effect
manyany canp endureend are Vpovertyover t7 fl

blele and liveve near the lord
bear riches they become


