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AN EPISTLE

To the Members of the Charch of
Jesus Christ of Lafter-
day Saiuts.

INTRODUCTORY.
Dear Brethren and Sisters:

Tt appears proper,at this Fifty-eighth|

Semi-anouai Cocference of the Church
of Jesus Cbrist oi Latter-dav Salnts,
that un Epistle shonld be addressed to
the members of the Church, in con-
formity with tbe custom which has
been ebserved at the past five General
Conferences,

DEATH OF PREBIDENT TAYLOR.

Assome of the Apostles are pre-
vented, by circumstapnces well known
to the Buints, trom appearing in pub-
lic, tne Church will natnrally look tor
sgme expression from tbhem coucern-
ing their ieelings und hopes réspecting
the work of our God. Especiaily atthe
present Lime 18 deep interest feli ln the
utterances of the Apostles, becausc of
the loss which the Cturch oss sns-
tained in the deatb of PRESIDENT J 0N
Tavrox. Twice before has 1he Chureh
mourned the death of its Presideut,
and each time Lhe event has roducec‘
a proieund fmpression upon 118 iem
bers. Ip this iustance this sad event
15 invested with more sigoificauce than
it wouwid huve been bad 1itoceurred in
the ordiuary way. Prisident Tuylor
died ipexile. For aboul two yeurs
and @ bualf be hed been compelled to
live in seclusion, and to rufrain from
all public association with the people
whom ve loved more than he did lile.

Through his decewse tiuc Churcek is
called the third time to menro the de-

arture 9f Lhe mun who has stood as
ts Presicent and a8 the Prophet, Seer
and Revelator to this gencration. The
experience wbich the Haipts bave

ujued {o passiez through these triale
a8 beco of exceeding value to them.
They have learned that God can ke
care ol his own work, and that they
peed not worry nor yield to apxiety or
doubt concerning its menag: ment.

After the martyrdom of the: Prophet
Joseph there were pretenders who 8s-
surted that they had the right to take
his pluce at the bead of the Church.
Some were deceived by their preten-
sloas, not being familiar with the or-
der of the Priestaood.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
APOSTLES. :

For some time before bhis deaih the
Prophet Joseplh was 1pspired of tbhe
Lord to anticipute bis own departure
from earthly scenes. This was showu
in various ways; but especially in the
great apxiety which he dispiayed to
bestow npon the Twelve Apostles all
the keys and autbority of the Holy
Priesthoed which he had received. He
declared in private and in public that
they were egnipped and fully qualitied
and that he hud rolled the kingdom of
God oo o the shoulders of the Twelve
Aposties.

PRESIDENT WOODRUFF'S PERSONAL
TESTIMUNY.

I, Wilford Woodrufi, being the last
man living in the flesh who was pres-
ent upen that occasion feelita duoty I
owe to the Conrck of Jesns Chriat of
Latter-day Suinis, to the House of
Israel, and to the whole world to bheur
this my last testimony®o all nations,
that in the winter of 1843-4, Joseph
Smith, the Prophet of God, called the
Twelve Aposties togetner in the City
of Nauvoo, and spent many days with
us in Fivtuz usour endowwments, uud
teach g us those glorious principles
which God bud revealed to him. And
upon ¢ue occasioun be stood upon his
feet iu onr miast for neariy three
bours declaring unto us the Zreat and
last dispensation which God had seu
His hand tv perform opon the earth in
these lastdays, The room was filled
&8 if with consuming lire; the Prophet
wasclathed upon wiit mnch of the
power of God, and his face shone and
was transparently clear, and be closed
that specch, never-to-be-forgotten in
time or in eternity, with the following
language:

‘‘Brethren, I have bad great sorrow
of keart for fenr thet T mizht be taken
irom the certh with the keys of the
Klnfdomoi God upon me,, without
senllng them upon the hezds of other
men. God buas sealed upon wy head
all the keys of the Kinedom of God
necesgary for erganpizing aud balld-
ing up of .the Chureh, Zion, and
Kingdom of God upon the earth, and
to prepare the Saints 1or the coming
of the Sou of Man. Now, bretaren, [
thapk God I bave lived to see the day
tbat I bave becn euabled to give you
your endowments, and I bave now
sealed upon your heads all tiie powers

all the labor, burden and care ui this
Church and Kingdom of God upon
your shoulders, and I now command
ou in the name of the Lord Jesus
shrist to round up your shoulders,and
bear off this Cburch and Kingdom of
God before heaven and earth, aud be-
fore God, angels end men; and If you
don’t do it you wiil be dempedl.™

And the sume gpirit that fliled the
room ut that Lime burns in my bosom
while I record this testimaony, and the
Propbet of Gud appointed ov one else
but the Twelve Apostles to etand aL
the head of the Courch and direct its
affairs.

TRE PRESIDENCY IN TEE APOSTLES.

When the Prophet Joseph had
passed away by foul assassinaiion,
those who possessed the spirit of God
and were Hving in close communion
with 1t, knew the veice of the true
shepherd and were not decelved by the
claime of men who pretended to have
authority. The boa{l of the Chuorch
followed the leadership of those whom
God hed chosen, and whom His ser-
vant Joseph bad been instructed to
prepare fer this great respoosibility.
The Twelve Aposiles, with President
Brigham Young a8 their hesd, became
he presidiug connocil of the Coorel.

The lessons which the Chuarch then
learned in regard te the Priestbooaq,
nd the rights of the Priesthood, heve
never been forgoutes. When Presi-
dent Young was taken from us, there
%as no jar sor divisicn of scutiment
among toe Apostles; apd umong Lthe
people there wag starcely a question as
Lo where the rizht o Presidency 1est-
ed. Presideut John Taylor took the
position which belonged 10 him, 2nd
the work ot God moved forward with-
out ipterruption, and with & upiou sed
barmony on the part of all conpected
with it, most debghuol to wit
ness. e hus stood at our head
fer nearly len years, and duoriug that
period he hus possessed the gifts and
qualificatious which belonged to bis
nigh office and calling. iis entire
career 18 one that can be contemylated
with the ntmest satlsfactienand pleay-
ure by ul) who love the iruth and ad-
mire intezrity in those who ure called
to be servants of God. From the time
that be was baptized 2 member of the
Cohurch uutil bis spirit touk its flizht
from earth, he never wavered in Lis ad-
vocucy and delense of the lprluclples ol
righteousness, Uuder all the varfed
circumstapces through which be and
Lhe people of God were called to pass,
in the midat of the deepest trialy and
ulllictions, his volce was always ralsed
w tones of encouragement aud bhope;
sud when the storma were the flercest,
he rose to the occasion awd always
digpluyed endaunted courage and nn-
flinchieg devotion to ine Ziou of God.
In the providence of God it {ell to bis
lot to be with the Prophel Jesepu and
Patriarch Hyrum whben they were
martyred for the trath, and he mingled
his own blood wih theirs. Toough
severely wounded on that occasion,
be miraculonsly escaped death. He
wus ¢ man whom the Lord loved.
The evidence of this i8 to be found ip
the fuct that He onose him to preside
over His Cburch at the departnre ol
His rervant Brighum. We fccl thank-
ful to God vur Eterpal Father that we
have been permitted to lve with aud
vojoy the society of President Jobn
Taylor and be his lellow-laborers.
Qur assoclation with him apd the
Presidents and Apostlea who have
gone before him into the spirit world,
we esteem 88 a greal bopor. We take,
delight in anticiputlng the rejoicing
that we ehalli bave when we shall be
permitted to mingle in their society.

Once more, the respoosibllity of
presidiog over the Church bas fulicn
upou the Council of the Twelve
Apostlea. The Counselors of Presi-
dent Taylor, Browners George
Csonon sad Josepbh F.Smith, being
members of the Council of the Twelve
Apostiue atthe timathey were chosen
to be members of the Firat Presidency,
have, since his death, taken their places
again ns members of that Council.

Fifty-seven years uand a haif have
elapsed since the Church was orgau-
ized. Inieoking around among those
with whom we associate to-day, bow
fow there are left of those who, under
the Lqgd, belped to lay. the
foundation of this wock and were the
companions of the Prophbet in the
ezrly lzbora conpected therewith!
To-day there Is but one Apostle left
of those who beloczed to the Council
of the Apostles during the lifetime of
the Prophet Joseph, or, indeed, at the
time these valleys were flrst gettled.
The other faithfol Apostles who were
ordained under the directlon of the
Prophet Joseph bave all passed behind
the vail. Since the death of President
Young four bave joined bim in the
other world, sud in the samc period
gix have been ordaiped g members
ot the Council of the Twelve Aposties.
This gives some idea of the changes
which are occurring, and how rapidly
a new generation 18 takine an active
part in the building np of Zion.

THE LABORS OF THE APOSTLHES.

Those of us who bave been at liberty
to travel, have devoted our time to
vigiting the +v&rious Stakes, apd in
meeting with them at thelr dunrterly
Conferences. Some of us huve been
laboring in Mexico, others in Arizona,
besides visiting the Stakes in Idabo
and in Utah. These Quarterly Con-
ferences are attended with exceilent
results. The people come together
and receive ipstructions and couon-
sel upon leadinz  topics, and
much good is derived therefrom.

Q.| Ladies’ Mutaal

| the people in keeping them informed

| concerping genersl movements and
coupsel. In these labora we have had
mucl joy snd satisfection, especiully
in wituessing the iocresse of lafthful-
ness on the part of the Saints.

TUHE PATIENCE OF THE BAINTS.

| Though many of the leading men
bhave been compelied to be abseut,
some of them Bhafing been incarcer-
ated io prison, tbe people huve, never-
theless, bees stendfsst, and huve
sogght with increascd diligence to per-
forma thelr duties. The persecution to
wiich they bave becvu subjected has
led the people to thiok wund ect tor
themselves, and oot to depend so

much vpen others for guidance. This
cag not fail to be attended with good
resulte. It is mecessary that all the

members of the Church shonld exer-
cige thelr powers of reason and retlec-
tion end thorouxhly uuderstand why
toey take the course which God polnts
out. Intelligent obedicnge on the part
of I1is BSaiats 15 Jdesired by our Father
iu heaven. He hus given us our agency
1o thiuk uud act for ourselves,
on our own vslition, to obtiin 4
testimony for ourselves from Him
concerfing the truth of the principles
which 1le teaches, sud then be finm
and upnshiken in the performuauce of
il which 18 necessary ior szlvution.
We bave felt preat satisfaction io
witnessing the aignity und courage
which the Suinls hLave exhibited
thiough the triais of the past three
yezrs. Their conduct bzs been ad-
mirable. They have displayed great
qualitles. The forbcarance, palicnce
and fortitude which tbey bave ex-
hitbited are proofs that Goed hus been
with them. Outrages which would
haveoaded any other people into acts
of violencc have becn of {requent pc-
currence. Io other ¢commuz:ties men
and woinen would _be desperate under
such treatmiét. Buot the Lord buas
given Hls people power to coutrol
thempclves and peace bas heen main-
tuiced. Riots and blpodshed bave
becn avoided, and even wnder strobg
provocation, wncn biood was shed,the
colummunity restraivcd itself. Prejo-
dice may prevent our fatiou and s
rulers from uwcknowledging, at thbe
present, bow noble the demeanor of

thc  people hus ' becn under
these  trring  clrcumstances, and
with  the strooz  provocailous

which they have had to lndulge n
outbreaks; yut the time will ecome
when all this will recelve its proper
recogoition and due credit wiil be ac-
corded the Latter-day Saiats tor thelr
mugnanimity and self-control through-
out this eutire pesecution.

PRIMARY A8S0CIATIONS, ETC.
In the orpapjzutions which have

all our suttlements iU these mouu-
tains, the advancement and "training
aud bepetit of sll ciasses are amply
provided {or. Among no peolple of
whom we hpnow anythiug baye such
proviglous been made for the salvatiou
and care of the members of soclety of
all ages as among the Latter-day
Saints. If we and onr ¢alldren do oot
progress 1o futelligcence and in the
kuowledge of all principles pertalning
to life here and lile hereaiter, it 18 be-
cause we do not avall ourselves of
those facilities which are placed within
our reach. We have the Primary As-
sociations proylded for the beunetit of
the yonng ¢hildren of our Church, and
thelr instroction in those simple prin-
ciples which they can underataud, We
also have Sunday sachools for the
traininy and educetion of those of
larger growth. Ip them they can learh
thedoctnoes of salvation aend the nis-
tory of the work ol God, and be pre-
Eared for greater progress ‘Then we

ave the Young Mens' and Yonng
Improvement AgRso-
clations, which have becen organized, as
thelir names imply,for the development
of the young peop‘le of both sexes and
their advaneement in every thing that
will quaiify them for lives of useful-
pess und honor. But besides these or-
ganizations we have the vurigus coun
cils of the Priesibood, to some oflice
in which every young mat who i8
worlby can be ordained. The young
womel, a8 they incresse in years, can
also find a8 sphere of nsefuiness o Lhe
Relief Socleiies wbich have been or-
gamzed for «he purpose of as-isting
the Bishops and Conpseiers aud
Teuchers of the Wards ia caring for
the poor and relleving the wants of the
suffering and distressed. So that u]yJ
means of these eorganizations, whic
are of vost interest to usas 4 people,
every one from early childheod to ma-
turity, can be led forward step by step,
{rom one degree ot knowledge to: an-
otber unsil fully qualifled to discharge
all the dnties of perfected and honor-
able manbood and womanhood,

Sofer as we know the sisters who
buve cbarge of the Primary Associa-
tlons are doiug a most commendable
work in arousing luterest in the lit-
tle ouvs and in teaching them
in slmple style those lessons
[ which are adapted to thelr under-
'standings. We bope chat io 20l our
settlements these associations will re-
ceive the constant care and attention
of our wise and judicions sisters. The
seed sown int the hearis of the chiidren
by the instructions imparted there
will ‘produce io years to come du
abunduot harvest that will gladden the
hearts of the Saints who witness it.

OUR BUNDAY sCH@OLS, ETC.

The progress of the Sanday School
canse in Zlon continues satisfactory,
though - undoubtedly somewhat ret

]

in its wellare, \We potice, with pleas-
ure, the constantly fncreasing number 1
of schools, Leschers aod scholars re-

ported by the oflicers of the Unlon and
the evident care taxen by the presiding

local authorities in our settlements to|
bave s Snnday School as one of the
|Brst institufions established. We
are also gretified learn  that
in most of tke Iorelﬁn mlasions
of the Chuoreh Snnday Schools
and Improvement Associations
are belng . organized wherever
practicabhie. In Great isritain, in Con-

tinental Europe, 1o New Zealand, and
in the S8andsich Islapds, ax also in the
brauches =scattered Lhroughout the
missions in the Urited States, theve
institntions are found contr{l;utlng
their influence in iostructing and
forming the character of the children
of the Latter-duay Salots.

Thae Mutua! Improvement Societies
are u1lso accomplishing great good
throughout gursettlements, In connec-
tion with them and the Sunduy Schbools,
| we deslre to remind our brethren and
sisters who are engaged in the pralse-
worthy labor of fostering these fosti-
tutions, tbat the original desigo in
organlzﬁng Suoday Scheools and Im-
provement Societies nmong us was,
that the ehildren and youth of the
Saints should be made wise in the
rinciples oi the Gospel and their faltn
¢ 'developed in the revelations of
God. This the ofticers and teachers
shoutd keep congtantly ip mind. Tae
booke used should be almost without
vxception, the revelations of God as
contained in apcleot and modern
Scripture, together with the otber
works of the Church. ‘Tbe teachings,
while direct, brlef and sunple, should
be such as will iacrease the faith, de-
velop the veneration and love, and
draw ont the intelligeace of the gou th-~
ful bearers toward the divine prioei-
ples of which by God’s grace, we have
been made %he custodians. All at-
tewpts, howcver slight, to secularize
these ‘nstitutions and to change them
so that they will not accomplish tae
ends sought fer in their creation,
should be discountenenced. The
spirit and teachings of the Gospel
sgould nold undivided control in all
our winistrations connected with this
cause. Io the theological abd otber
clzsses all discuasions shonld be
avoided ns mnch as possible on sub-
jecta which Geod 1o His wisdom has not
yet fully revealed., We know there are
many persons who appear totake more
dehght in dwelling upon fuestions
which tre mysterious and caunot very
well, in our present siote of knowl-
edge, be answeled than they do upon
those subjects which are plain aud
simple and essential to Eresent pro-
gress. But the Lord has revealed
so much that we cun understund

to

Leen estublishicd umong our people ingq;d that we ought to lcarn in order to

be wseful in the labors devolving upon
us here, that we need not enter into
discuszions on subjects which °~ no
way sffect our happit ess here or eter-
oal salvation beresfter. In enrtheo-
logical classes, quorumn meetings and
other ussemwblies, tuerefore, these de-
batable gquestions need mot be dis-
cussed or be dwelt upon to occupy the
JMime ol the members, to the exclusion
of more profitabie topics. In the
Primary Associatlons, the Sunday
schoolg and the Mutual Improvement
Assoclaiions, sinring should receive a
Jarﬁe share of aiwtention. Singing ex-
crcises cao be made a great attraction
and also s valoanle addition Lo the ed-
ueation of the young. The interest
that is pow taken among us in vocal
and instrumental music is 2 marked
ieature of the times, and this taste
flonde increasing opportunitles tor its
development in the facilities which are
vow beiog fornisbed toall who deslre
fts cultivation. Instead of baving a
select few act &8s choirs in- theae
institutions to do the sinzing for the
whole, the voices of all shonld
be united in harmonious melody
in giving utterance to the feelings of
their hearts In hymns and songs. This
will increase the pleasure of the meet-
ings, and make all feel that they have
an eqDal interest in worship and re-
jolcing. o

THE RELIEF SOCIETIES.

The missionof the Reliet Socleties
a5 orgunized amobpg us, 18 truly grand
and beneflcent. There is no limit to
their Jabors und usetulness while suf-
fering and want exist in our midst. To
aid the needy by feedipg the bungry
and clothing the” destitute is distinc-
tively and pecullarly their mission. In
the energetic performance of thelr
duty human aymﬂas.t.ny and divipe
mercy are besutifully harmonized. In
exteuding rellef to the poor, Lhe love
of God and of our fellows is clearly
manifest., It is more praiseworthay for
a rellef soclety to be able to say
*“There are none in our Ward in need
of food, raiment or shelter,’ than to
roportlﬁousands of dollars in bhand,
while the nceds of the poor are un-

surglied.

These socleties bave done a wast
amount of good among us, and tbe
members have been of great service in:
s9sisting the Priesthoud in the wards
in caring tor the destitute and in sup-
Blylng the wants ot those who have
een in need ot help. In these lubors
we desire to give them every encont-
apemment and to invoke the blessing of
heaven upon them, and all their exer-
tions for the benefit,of sufferlng hun-

manity.

THE CARE OF THE POOR.

. Asthe winter season is approaching,
it is proper that each Bisuop una his

the poor sbould be suppifed ‘:Eﬂ“ﬁ

pangs of poverty und e
sbould be averted. G d::‘-g:ﬂuln
blessed us in the fruits of g gt
and gardens, 1o our flucks apg b,
and 1n giving us comiariay;
tions nnd roeans L0 sustain
and we should always remempe;
words of the Aémslle Jamey: up
relizion and unduliled before Gog and
the Fatner is this, 1o visit the jat),,
lesakand \ggduw‘i? in their aflliction, a5y
to kee imself unspotted frop
WOl‘ld.P' Tom 12

Whaile it bas alwaya beey g
policy of our people to encourage me
dustry and Lo repress fdleness iy gren
torm, u0d L0 eXxpect ull persogy ;
conuibute, according to thefr gl
to their own support; sill ther py
many casus where the aged and the j;.
firw, or the uniortunate, cannet, wiy
the utmost exertion snd economs, gf.
tain through their own laberg Qum.
clent to susiain themselves, It woyly
be u great evil WMODZ 08 t0 ebconrg,
any ciass o living upon ibe bepeyo.
lence of tbe community. No syse;
of begelug -sbould be permie
Thosc able to work ahou]g be fg.
nished employment. 1%rsons whoay
properly disposed will be glad to gy
ilain it in preference to being led wi
the bread of charity; aud all shogj
be encouraged Lo labor sceordiug g
their strength. This policy, if W'ixejy
pursued will prevent panperism, de
velop self exertion and confidence pg
produce self-respect. It fsa capy |
of great pleasure to think that pe,
waty i3 unkoown throughout gur gy
tluments. There is no need fur agy-
ope, however destitute, to publig:
solicit alms. But while this js i
¢ase, the sensitiyc and those wy
sbrink from askiog ala, who concey
in some iastunces, their poveny
should be carefully looked alter b,&;
Reliet Societies under the direction g
the Bishops of the wards,s0 thar ey
muy beno individual io any of og
wards suffering for the wuntof food o
any other article uccessury 10 sgapy
or preserve lile. The cemmunity wkon
bearts are open to the cries of disires;
whe are ready to administer of th
substance which the Lord givesthey
to relleve their fullow ¢reatures, my
ulways depend upon the favorel iy
Lord, for lie loves thosc who are ki
to thely fellow-men, nud who sdmip.
{ster 1o thelr necessities, whose hegre
are tender, and who readily respond(y
applicatiens ef this character whigh
ure made upon them, of who amil
pate them by givingfreely to the dest-
tute.

rd
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PAST OFFERINGS,

In some of our wards there 3 not
proper cure taken in the collectiong t‘
the fast offerings of the people. Th
tirst Thorsday in the month Las bes
get apart io the Church a3 a dayol
fusting and of prayer That day shoulf
be strictly observed. Fast offeriun
should be bronght with a Hbera] aesd
Lo the Blshop of each ward, thath
may be prepared to supply those o
are dependent upon the #ard lorsoe
tenance. Some wards require consi
erable ald from the Church to b
sustaln thelr poor, becanse theirone
tast offerings do unot sopply them;
while sometimes in the same Stak:
there are other wards where therepe
tew, if uny,dependeant poor. Presidens
of Stakes should make arrapgemens
with the Bishops ot tbe Jast™ pand
wards to transter their fast offeriap
to the Bishop of some coutigoous
ward which has more peor within its
borders than ite own fust offerins
will supply. 1o this way all the peo-
Ele can bave an equal opportanity o
oing their duty to the poor.

THE LES3ONS OF LIBERALITY,

Experience has abundantly proved
that those who are attentive to thos
and &ll other duties required by the
Lord receive His blessing. God dus
bless tho-e who devote themselve
with aingleness of purpose to i
work. If proof of this were needed,
one has only to notice the conditionol
£lders in the varions settlements who
have spent years of their llves 0pon
wissions. Though their home &falt
may have been left to the care of il
wives and children, they are not di
tinguished by their poverty from beir
fellow-servants who have remajoedst
home.

We have only to look aronod us ¥
satisfy ourselyes also, thut thoge Wi
are ienerous in contribating to Godd
work are favored of the Lord. Thii
was the experience of anclent Isra
and it 15 our experience. Yet jo it
gard to voluntary doznations there & |
100 muck carelessness, nolwithstand:
iag all the precious promises (OF
pected therewish. The Sajuts shoalt
be reminded of the oblfgation whict
rests upon them,. ~Qur children, 3l
should be taught tins duty, that jtmsy
become 8 flxed babit with them ¥
;i‘nncmail attend to these natield

hose who have strictly obsers
these requirements can testify to &
great pleasnre and many rewards taey
have received from their observance.

This law of liberality appears to be
one of the safegnards which the Lot
has adopted to avert {rom his peope
the evil consequences which foilo¥
the Eossesslon of weslth, liehastel
ns that the riches of the earth are B
to give; but He has warped s 1o b
ware of pride, lest we beceme 83 ‘“:
Nephites of old. We know the ruic
wrought for them, and we 8ot
spare no precaution te preveal w
baviog a disastrous effect upod B
Many can endure poverty and be hm-‘
ble snd live near the Lord whe caim

Connsclors should take the necessary

bear riches, They become lifted 2Pl

¥



