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THE CASE OF MOSES THATCHER

nrfor more than a week past there
hasbaa been a great deal of curiosity
manifested and great interest created
by the fact that moses thatcher wat
upon trial for hisbis fellowship in the
church of jesua christcorlet of latter day
saints before thebe presidency and
high dunall of the saltbait lake stake
many false statements of theibe caused
and proceedings toin the case have been
given the public prints
the Iminformationformation generally being
only of a hearsay character
where not actually coined in the
brain of the imaginative reporter ID
order to correct thehe wrong
that have been made ana to prepresentserit
the casecame fully in all its aspects
lotfor the information of all interestedeu
the NEWS dow gives a brief account
of the irlairis with the signed docu
bosits that go to make up the record

the proceedings before the high
council were commenced by a com-
plaint appears below entered
by a cOMMcommitteeIttes of three orof the
council of abe AD ostlee on behalfbob all
of the church ana brother thatcher
at orice signified hisbis
to appear the case was tried uldee
the oraiordinarynery rulesrulea of abelie high coun-
cil except that greater latitude than
common waswai allowed in the introduc-
tion of evidence aridand in statementsarementaatementa on
either stileaide and adjournadjournmentsments wertwen
taken iromfrom undotime to timptime in considera-
tion of abe still feeble condition of the
defendants health thus the prooteo
inga which ced ooon friday

alb continued withwila daily
sessionsaeeslona excepting sunday to
august eveeveiay opportuni-
ty which he coula desiredeacre
given him to explain hisbis position
and feelings and after bearing the
speakers on both sides of the council
and also those who filed the corocorn
plaint hebe made a plea in hisbla own be
half in which hebe expressed blebin wil-
lingnessdingnesslin gnessgrisen aej hisbis afire to make right
all the wrong that hebe had done to any
of hisbis brethren and also to comply
with the decision olof the
ever blat might be he admitted thai
hebe bad been toin error and in the dark

that be bad been seeking for bight
mind thatisthat it bedbad come to him through
what hadbad been developed toin this triai

it will be seenbeen from the findings
mudand doof islon given below that the
matter did nonot restreet anai stated and sup

bybj some upon brother 98

refusal to accept the declaration of
principles but rather upon hisbf general
course of hosthostilitylIlly to bibla1 brethren
particularly those who stdaods od at thefa-
thead of the church it appeappeararidd
however that much of thatthai waswa
predicated upon a misunderstand-
ing of their motives andaad purposeseee
and instead of akinataking that dec-
larationla as it stood be assumed to
make an interpretation of it cor

to bis preconceived notions
of what be thought thebe leaders of the
church intended to dedc his bublic
utterances by letters and speeches were
reviewed some of thesetheme were much
modified by bis othersbarswhich werewar lou ily understood to re

terer to the presiding authorities of tbthe
church were explained as no
reference to them at allali bond
agoage and oppression and lb
to which be bad alluded were ex-
plained to te such as be feared would
come from sources outside the church
add oot from its leading authorities

great plainness of language wpwap
used toin presenting to brother thatcher
the position in which hebe stood and the
effect produced on the public mind by
theibe course hebe hadbad pursued after the
hearing was aid the presi-
dency of the stake hadbad taken the mat-
ter under advisement they presented
the flofindingsdiDle and decision given below
which were unanimously by
the high Counci land were satisfactory
to those whoho filed the complaint
time waswag given to brother thatcher
to occonsider whether hebe could and
would lullyjolly comply with the decision
and to formulate such a document tolo
hisbia own language anaa would
his views and feelings thia limit olof
time being faed at thirty daysdaja from
hisbia letter abich follows it will be
seengeeo that be hasbaa at once acted I1in ineile
matter endorsing the decision iin the
most unequivocal moddermanner and man
festine a spirit af humility and repent-
ance that will be very gratifying to all
who have a real interestInte reet in hisbis wwelfareWulfecifareare
by the final approval on ane part olof
we presidency of we stake orof hishie
conduct in this matter he refine hieble
standing and fellowship in the church

we now present without further
comment the documents in the case
theta being in their order theabe oomcom
faintelainr the findings cf theabe presidency
of the stakeslake their decision brother

endorsement of that deci-
sion and his letter to the stake presi-
dency and the latterlatteralatterda acceptance of
bis lelier and endorsement asaas a satisatis
factory compliance with the

THE COMPLAINT

FALT LAKE utah
july 1897

to the presidency audand high council
of the salt lake stake orof

dear brethrenBrotbron wowe hereby prefer a
charge against brother moses thatch
erarofof apostasyapos and con-
duct exhibited in lublic speeches
private conversations in interviews
through newspapers and ljla other
wayeway showing a departure from the
spirit of the gospel and the doctrine
aad discipline of theibe church of jesus
christ of latter day saints uchsuch as to
forfeit hlahis right to fellowship and
bandingstandingtanding toin the churchyourjunr BretbrethrenbreD

BRIGHAM YOUNG
franois M LYMAN
HEBER J GRANT

THE FINDINGS

apostasy asae hashai been argued here
marits in its extent in a gonergeneral I1 way
apen tasy means revolt it laIs 83a de-
fined in the dictionary but the
prophet joseph smith says in this
connection the moment we
at scythingsiyai thing which corneacomes from god
the devil taken power compendium
p on this ground apostasy
includes any revolt or departure from

a rule or regulation established by the
lordfjord whether in person or by htahis app
pointed servants

we considernelderoo that moses thatcher
exhibited an apostateapoe tate spirit and waswaa 3
un toin hisbis conduct I1

first in hishim interview published intoeshe salt lake tribune which he hasbaa
admitted to be in the main correct
as to hisbis views though not asaa to hisbig oxex
act latlaiggaagejage hebe there virtually
charges meliao authorities of the churchchurill
with bad faith in decladeclaringrings first thatthey would not Interinterferetere in loa
and next that they intended ta and
would soao interfere rodand that this prac-
tically annulledannu llod their former declarat-
ion

ra-
tion

ra-
mon S he alsoaleo announced his read
nee to he cause impair
fileds by the latest declaration of theauthorities

becom in giving to the public
private correspondence between him
and PreaPre luent lorenzoLi orenzo snow which
related only to church and quorum
matters

tairi language as follow
in hihis reply tuto president lorenazLorejaz
stow published in the tribuneme andalad
herald utot november 11 b 1896

although the judges before whom I1am to be arraigned have nearly all ex-
pressed an opinion as to the merits of
my casecame although mymv accusers are to
sitail in judgment over me although a ver-
dict has already been delivered
me and without a hearing

tuin a with president lore-nzoenzo0 snow on the train between saltlake and brigham city last saturday
november eth I1 was given the impres-
sionion that I1 have absolutely nothing to
hope for in any other than a public
hearing such as I1 now request

fourth in writing to pronpresidentdent
lore zoza snow november 11 1399
baylsayingaa

I1 shall not trouble my brethren there-
fore to convene in a special meeting
named for thursday at 2 pn mw
in the historians office

aud this after the meeting had been
called at bis request

FIRL by reresortingsating to10 the quibble
matloat hebe was out invitedinviteds1 to thehe meet
luging one week later when hebe was
notified thatbat alg case would be gon
eldoreaeldsid ored bud in sta tings 1161 ace batigaig i
meritment in thede matters hasbaa been al

010 1ready pawedpassed
sixth in chargingobarglog president lor

OLZOelzo banow withwilb publia blog s matter
in order to gratify the apparent our
jobity of0 five young meoman and des
bribing hisbla brutherBrut ber brioc s exola
nations as a bitter and acrimonious
communication

by endeavoring to make
it appear thatbat the of0 wethe
church in publishing the declaration
otof bad contradicted what
they bad previously announced in the
DESERET NEWS and an interview
wito theibe bait lakealake rimer asaa to the
political liberty otof the members otof the
church hefie usel this language

anaa I1 have already stated I1 understood
the manifesto at the time it was handed
me for approval just as I1 understand it
now while it ostensibly appeared not
to restrict the liberties of the people yet
there was no limitation to its application
andand in view of the fact that nearly every
male member of the church holds some
office and asan there has as yet been ao
public decision announceannouncedcL as to theae
officers to be controlled by it there hat


