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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE CASE OF MOSES THATCHER.

e

For more than a week psst there
bae been & great desl of corlosity
manifested and grest fioterest created
by the faot that Moeee Thatoher weae

upoo Lrial for bla fellowship In tke
Chuoreb of Jeeus Cbrist of Lstler-day
Baiole before Lbe Presidency sod
High Ccnopoeil of the Balt Liake Btake.
Meaoy Ialee siatemeots of Lhe causer
aod proceedings 1o the case have been
glven through the public priots,
tbe informelion geoerally beiog
only of a bearsay cheracter,
where pol sctoaliy cuined in the
brain of the imagloative reporter. ILo
prder to correol the wrong impreesiont
that bave been made, apQ v presect
the cepe tiuthfolly in all its aspect:
for the fofcrmation ot all interesteo,
tbe NEwWE oow gives a brlef acoount
of the irla), with the elgoed docu:
mebts Lbat go to mmake up Lbhe record,’
The proceedlnge before the HMigh
Council were commepced by a com.
ptaint (wbich apresre below ) enlered
by =& cotmittee of tbree ot Ibhe
Copoeil of ibhe Apostles oo hehalt
of tbe Church, ann Brother Thatche:
at orLce elgnified bhis iptestion
to appest. The case was Lried under
tbe ofuinaly rules of tbe Hlgh Cono-
cil, eXcepl thul grealer latitude thap
commyp was ailowed in the introduc-
tlon of evideoce and In slatements ob
eliber eit'e, and usdjournments were
teken Irom tipde to time fn conseldera.
tion of the still feebie condition of the
gefendanti’s heaitb, Thos Lhe procesc-
loge, which commer ced oo Friday,
Auguet 6th, cooliowmed, wilh dally
persjone  (*xceptlag Buoday) to
Apgust 13.b. Every opjortuni.
i¥ which be coula desile war
given bim to explsic bis position
sdd {eelinge, and woller bearlug the
speskers on bolb sides of the Couocil,
apd ulep those who filed the com:.
plaint, be made a plea in bis own be.
balf, in whbjeh be expreseed bis wii-
libgness an4d bis gveire to make rl:bt
all the wronz that be baa done lo sDy
of bie bretbren aod also to comply
with tbhe decirlon ot the Councll, wbat-
ever that mig bt be, He admitied Ltbal
be haa been jp error, aod in the dark
—that be bad been seeking for lHghbt
abd tbal it bed come to bim Lbhrough
w bal bad been developed lo thie Lria),
It will be eeen from the flndlnge
and deelslon glven below tbat 1be
rosatter did Dot rest, as staled and sup.
peied by some,apoo Brother Thailcher?s
refjuesl to accepl the Declafution of
Principies, but ratber opon hls general
course of bostildty to bis brethren,
particularly thore whbo staod at the

hend of tue Cbuorgh. It sppeand,
bDowever, thnt moeb of that was
predicated upon a misuodersiand.

lug of tbeir motives and purposes;
apd Jostesd of tsklog that Dec.
laralion ae it slocd, he ap:umed fo
mnke ap Ipterpreisticn of it cor
respondisg tobis precencelved notlone
of what be thoughttbe leaders of Lhe
Chureb intended to de. His public
Dllerances by jetters and speeches were
revieweo; rome of tbhese were much
mogifed by biz explanstione) olbers
%hich were geperslly nnderatoud to re-

fer tp Lbe presiding antborities of tbe
Chorch were explained as bavipe no
reference Lo them at alf; tbustbe* bond-
sge’? and “*oppression? apd ‘‘trouble?
to which be had allnded were ex-
plaiped to e such aes he feared wonld
come from spuloes onleide the Cbureh
wou pol {rom its leadiog anlthorities,

Great plainness of lanyoage wap
ueed in presentiog to Brother Thatoher
the positioo Io whioh he etood and the
effect produced oo the public miod by
the course he bad pursped. Afler Lhe
heariog was copoluded ard tbe Presi-
dency of tbe Btake had taken Lhe mat.-
ter under advisement, Lhey preseutec
tbe fipdiogs and deglsion glven below,
which were uoanimously rustained by
the Higb Council),snd were satisfaclory
to tboee who filed tbe complaint.
Time wae given (o Brolber Thalcher
to censlder whetber bhe could and
would inHy comply with the deg¢ision,
aod to jormulate pach 8 documeot lo
bis owm Ispguage ss would +xpres
nia views and feelinge—tbia hmit o!
time belog £x9d at thirty days. From
nis Jetter, wnich follews, Il will be
reen thal he hae sl ooce soted in 1Re
matter, endorslog tbe decleloo in toe
mnst unequivocal manoer, aod mani-
feeting a spirit of bumtlity and repeol-
ancge Lhat will be very grslifying to all
who have s real inlereet in bi!s welfare,
By \be fipal approvel, oo lbe part of
tbe Presidenoy of the Btake, o! ble
cooduoct 1o this malter, be retsjos bis
staodiog and fellowship io the Courch.

We pow present, witbout furtber
commeot, tbhs Jocuinents io the case,
there bslog, in thelr order, the com-
piaint, tbe findinga of the Presideocy
of the Biake, thelr decleion, Brolber
Tbalcher’a endoreement of that deci-
elon and bis letler to the Biake Presi-
dency, and {he Ialter’s asccepilnace of
tie letter aod endorsement as a satle-
laclory oompliance wilb the decisior:

THE COMPLAINT.

PaLT LARE C11y, Utab,
July 30ib, 1897,
To the Prenidency and High Councell
of the Balt Lianke Btake of Ziok:

Dear Brethren—We hereby prefer a
obarge agsloel Brotber Moses Thaloh.
erof spostecy avd ubObristjaniike con-
duct, exhibited io jubdlic speeches,
private cooversations, in foterviews
through pewspapers aond la otber
waye, shbowing » departure from the
spirit of the (Gospel avd the doolrine
and disciplive of the Cbuarch of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Sajnte, such ee to
fortelt ble right lo fellowsblp apd
etanding Lo the Charch.

¥Your Breibren,
BricHAM YoUNG,
FrRaANQIS M. LYMAN,
HEBER J. GRANT,

THE FINDINGS,

Apostasy, an has heen argued here,
varies o 18 extent. In a geoeral way
Apcalasy mesns, revojt, It 38 82 de.
fived in the dictlonary, Bat tbe
Propbet Josepb Bmith eaye 1n Lhle
cobnectior; *The meament we revoll
at a1 ything which cowmes from God,
the devil taker power.” (Compeodium,
p. 288). On tble groood *“apostasy’”
includes apy revolt or departure from

a raole or regulation establiebed by Lpe
Lord, whetber o person or by His Ap-
poloted eervaote,

We copeider thal Mopees Thatgher
exbibited an apostale spirit and wpg
no:Chrietlanlike in bie conduct,

First—In bis toterview published Ip
the Balt Liake Tribnoe, which ke hag
sdmitled to be o the main gorreet
a8 Lo bie views thoogh oot 83 to his ex.
aot a1 gasge; be Lhere virtually
ocoarges was suthorities of the Churep
with bad faith, in declaring, first, thag
tbey would oot Jjalerfere 1o politjcs,
and peXt thal they intéended 3 and
woulu sp jnterfere, and Lhat Lbis “*orpg.
ticaliy anpuiled their former deglarg.
tion.” He also snooonced bis resdj.
ness Lo comolpion **.be ocauge impar.
liled® by the }atest declaration of the
Ciarch auloorities.

B8ceopu—In glving Lo the pubijjg
privule correspondence bBelween hjm
aud Preeivent Lorenzo Boow, whign
related ooly Lo Cbares and gapgrum
matlers.

‘Thiri— By using languasge 8p (ol]pwg
in bie reply tuv Preeident Liprepyz,
8uow, publiched in the Tribune apg
Herald vi November 11.b, 18986;

Althoogh the judges before whem I
am to be arraigned bave Dearly all gx.
pressed so opinioo as to the merliy of
my case; although my accusers arg (g
ait in judgment ever me; althongh a yer.
dict bas aiready been delivered agujp gt
me and witboot s bearing.

Io a conversstion with President Ipp-
enzo Bpow, on Lhe Lrain between Sa|
Lake and Brigham Oily lasl Balurgay
November Tith, I was given the impres—"
sion that I bave ahsolately bpoibing tp
bope for in apDy other than a puplic
hearing such as I oow request,

Foartb— [o writlog to Presigegy
Lore zo 8Bopuw, November 11, 3g9s
saylog: &

I shall Dot trouble my brelbren there.
fore to conveoe o a special meeliog
named for Tharsday at 2 o’clock, p m,
in the Hlstorian’a otfice. 1

Apd tbie alter tbe mesting had beep
oalled at bie «peclal requess,

Fiftb—By res.rting v the quibble
tbut be was **pol Invited” 10 Lhe mewt-
log one week lulel, when pe wgp
potifled that pis oas¢ would be gpg-
sldered, snd 1o stating, *since juug-
ment I Lhese musllers Das hewg gl
ready pagsed,’

Bixtbh—Io coarging Presldeot Lor-
eLzo Boow wilh poblishioy ssmatter
to urder lo grutify (he appareot gur-
108ily o! five young men, ‘‘and Jdecs
cribiog bls (Bretber Boow’s) expla-
natioos es *‘a bitler aod scrimonlpus
comominicalion,”

Beventh—By endeavoriog to make
it uppesr thai the autborities of the
Chareb, io publisbing the Daclaration
of Prlueclples, bad cobntradicted what
ihey bed previously announced ip the
DesgRET NEWS and an interview
witt ihe Balt Leke Timer, aelo the
political liberiy ot the members of the
Cbureh. He used this languaye:

As I bave already stated, I nonderstood
the maoifesto at the time it way handed
me for approval, just as I understand jt
pow, While it osiensibly appesred not
to resirict Lhe liberties of the people, yet
there wae no limitation to ils application,
snd in view of the fact that nearly every
male membher of the Church bolda some
pffice, and, as there has as yet been mno
public decision aobonbced as Lo the
pfficers to be controlled by it, therehavs



