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ObJeCtobjectionIOD lais made althoualthoughgb

OB feao distinct grounds the defend
ers of the catholic organization claim
that the primitive churches developed
into the great religious body whose
head is the pope and that this was
dunedone under the direction of the holy
spirit tinin direct fulfilmentfulfillment of the
promise that the gates of hell should
never prevail against the church
they claim to believe in god and the
savior and teach repentance baptism
for the itxe missionemission of sins the laying on
of hands for the reception of the holy
spirit etc according to the gospel of
christaristhr apostates and heretics there
always worewere to haba sure but the
church has not fallen away they say
tilethe claim of the saints that an
apostasyapostany hadbad taken place necessitating
a restoration isin therefore holdheld to be ab-
surd and preposterous

the same conclusion is reached by
the protestants these admit that there
was an apostasy of the main body of
the visibleble chchurchu rob but that it was 0onlyoly
partial after all they hold that
through the efforts of the reformersmers the

40hurch was restored from its fallen
condition any fuelber restoration is
therefore in their view superfluous
and the saints are deceived or deceiv-
ers on this point catholics and pro-
testantste are united

if the word of god and the ecclesi-
astical history are consulted on this
point it will be clear that the position
of theshe saints isia fully sustained not
withstanding the laborious arguments
to the contrary in the of
daniel it jigie clearly shown that in
the post apostolic time a power should
misearise should wear out the
saints of the most high a power of
which it is saideald he shall destroy
wonderfully and shall prosper and
practice and shall destroy the mightymighty
andnd the holy people 11 this fact was
well known in the first christian
churches the apostles preached about
it and to it in their letters
asag a favafamiliarillar truth paul reminds
thehe of the ccdon or per

91 which expression evidently
reminds of the history of judas the
fallen postleapostleA who shouldshoula 4 sit in the
temple of god and exalt himself over
all that is worshiped showing that
that opposing power described by
daniel waswall to be looked for in the
verytory midst of the churches its char

are given not only tois it a
great power but its authority is asserted
by signs 41 and lying wonders it
isin a strong delusion a departure
from the faith and branded with
hypohypocrisy john further describes the
representatives of this power as ruling
over peoples and multitudes and
nations antiand tongues and arrayed in
66 purple and scarlet color and decked
with koldgold and precious stones and
pearls J this is the general tenor of
the great apostasy as outlined by asan
dent seers it is enough to remark
that if AS our catholic and protestant
friends claim there never was a failing
off or if it was only partial and of
little consequence then all these
prophecies have failed but if we

surersourer light of prophecy is mislead-
ing the word of god Jsis in 0totoo amyth

Hi proves clearly that seers of
old were well informed about these
things As early as at the writing of
the apocalypse the condition of the
asiatic churches was such that

the lord threatened to remove
the candlesticks unless speedy
repentance followed the letter to the

showsshow the nature of the
heresy at work among the early con-
verts the inspired writer evidently
combats in their incipiency the princi-
ples which later developed jutointo various
systems orof gnosticism from the influ-
ence of which even some of the early
church fathers suffered the false
principle laid down that evil was in-
herent in matter and that sinful pro-
pensitiesdensities consequently should be
fought in the body seems to have led
some to asceticism audacid others to
licentiousness two practices equally
wrong but gradually the main body
of the church fell into one or another
of these two extremes merle upauau
bianebigne truly observes that in the first
time of the gospel we find the church
filled with spirit and life but gradual-
ly the spirit vanished the life died and
only the form remained when the
spirit hasbas departed only a dead body is
left or when the life giving water
hasbaa evaporated only an amply vessel
remains something of this nature
took place in the church butbui the
vessel did not lose llaits contentscoo tenta all at
once butbill gradually inID the first cen-
tury the invisible presenceprea ence of the
savior waswaa the strength of the church
in the third century this power was
still felt and also in the fourth al-
though then didiminishingminishing

historians describe the condition of
the church at the time of cyprian jimin
anything but eulogistic terms at
that time church members inter mar
ried withwilli gentiles frequently ththeyey
were seen atac the theaters and gladia-
torial expositions where they were
delighted with toe brutal spectacle of
human beings carving each other the
ministers loved the world more ththanalln
god and the bishops devoted them
delves to their own pleasures antiand to
making money the result of all
this was seen when the persecution by
the emperor took place the
christians were panic stricken some
tied others hastened to the author-
itiesaties and renounced weir faith

while in thisthie condition the
church gradually lost the true
doctrines as preached by christ
the ordinancesordina were changed priestly
authority superseded that of christ
what had once been the church was
made a political machine the church
itself was brought into the wilder-
nessl for a period of a thousand two
hundred and threescore days while
the great dragon flooded the earth
with errors of doctrine and practice
to claim that the apostasy was notdot
universal is to deny the factsfacto of history
as well as the prophetic word

it laIs necessary to remember how-
ever teatthat although the true church
ah an organization was removed and
the authority of the priesthoodpriest hood was

caught up unto god yet the coming
of christ in the meridian of time and
the preaching of his gospel was neces-
sary for the accomplishment of goda
plans and purposes without the
mosaic dispensation the preaching of
the gospel would have been in
vain people would not have been
able to comprehend it notwithstand-
ing all the follies and sins and errors of
ancient israel the truths revealed
through moses served to prepare the
world for christ in the same way

the gospel preached by christ has
gradually prepared the world for the
reception of him in his second ad-
vent which has been announced as
near by joseph the prophet and
this was one of the great objects of the
gospel therho church as an organiza-
tion was removed but the truth enun-
ciated could not be stamped out much
of it has shone in the dark all the
time men have been inspired there-
by to noble acts and thoughts and feefeel-
ings

I1
their attention has been di-

rected towards a coming golden
age when christ shall rule the
world and in the meantime
the work behind the veil has been go-
ing on this is founded ouon the atone-
ment viewed in this light it is clear
that the first coming of the lord was
necessary as a preparation of the world
for the reception of the gospel as re-
vealed in this age the position of the
saints will be found to be in full har-
mony with the general plan of the
work of salvation

TOO RADICAL A VIEW

if the recent ruling of the superin-
tendent of immigration shall be fiand
to be good law and shall be carried
generally into effect there will be
little need for further legislation on the
great subject referred to heretofore
it has been the steamship companies
and agents who have been most
anxious to get immigrants and who
have been most troublesome and eva-
sive with reference to the laws of thiscountry on the subject if the inter-
pretationpre tation of the statute just now given
laIs the correct one these parties will in
future be quite as anxious to prevent
the importation of improper persons as
the most diligent and vigorous U 8S
official Dou sibly can be

the ruling alluded to tois to the effect
that an immigrant who becomes a

i pauper within a year after landing may
be brought from any part of the united
states to the port where hebe or she
entered the country and turned over
to the steamship comcompanypaDy which
brought the immigrant here to be sent
back to europe all this must bedonebe done
at the steamship companascomp anys expense
the decision is evokedevoked by the fact that
a woman who was landed in nownew
yorkfork last may afterwards went to
kansas city and became a public
charge because of illness she was
brought back to new york by an in-
spector and sent back to europe by the
line which brought her over it cost
about to bring her from kansas
city and the steamship company has
been called to pay the bill

it is hardly necessary to say that the
company will appeal from this ruling
on ibe ground that its responsibility
ceased when the woman was passed by
tue government inspectors at ellis
island the woman was really in-
spected twice by governmentgovern meat inspec-
tors once iu europe and again after
landing and was sent to her relatives
in missouri therhe company claims
exemption from responsibility for what
befell her there and denied that she
was a pauper when she left their juris-
diction we are inclined to think theshe
appeal will be sustained that being
the evident justice of the case it not
the only safe step for the steamship
lines will be to insist that all imon


