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one objeotion s made, althoupgh
on two distinet gronnds. 'The defend-
erg of the Cathullc organization claim
that the primitive churches developed
into the grent religious body whose
head is tbe pope, and that this wae
done under the directiou of the Holy
Spirit, in direct tfulfilment of the
promise that the gates of heil should
never prevail avainst the Churgh.
They claim to believe in God and the
Bavior, and teacb repentance, baptism
for the 1emission of sins, the laying on
of bands for the reception of the Holy
Bpirit, ete., according to the Gospel of
Christ. Apostates and heretics there
elways were, to be sure, But the
Church bas not fallen away, they say.
The claim of the Saintse that anp
apostasy had taken place necessitating
a restoratton is therefore held to be ab-
surd and preposterous.

The same conglusion is reached by
the Protestants, These admit tbat there
wae a0 ApPostasy of the main body of
the visible church, but that it was only
partig]l after all, They bold that
torough the efforts of the reformers the
Church was restored {rom its fallen
condition. A ny further reatoration is,
therefore, in tbeir view, sup:rfluous
and the Baints ate deceived or decely-
ers. On this poiot Catholics and Pro-
testsnts are uaited.

L[t the word of God and the ecciesi-
astical bhistory are consulted on this
point it will be clear that the poaition
of the Bainta is fully sustained, not-
withetanding the laborious arguments
to tbe contrary. In the visions of
Daniel it s olearly shown that in
the post- A pustolic time & power should
arise which sbould ‘*wear out the
Salnts of the DMost Highy’’ a power ot
whiech it is =zald: *“He shall destroy
wonderiully, aod shall prosper, anu
praciice and shall destroy the mighty
and the boly people.” This fact was
weil krown in the first Christian
churches, The Apostles preached ashout
it and apoealed to it io their letters
aa a familiar trath, Paul remiods
the Thessalonlans of the “soun or per-
ditlon?’—which expression evident]y
reminds of the bistory of Judas, the
jallen A postle—who should *'sit in the
Temple of God and exait himgelf over
all that is worshiped,” showing that
that opposing power described by
Dapiel was to be looked for in the
very midst of the churchea, Its char-
acteristics are given. Not only ia it a
great power,but its authorily is asserted
by ‘*sigus” and ‘“‘lying wonders,”” It
is a ‘fatroog delusion,’ a ‘‘departure
from the faith’’ and branded with
hypeoeriey. Johao fariher descrlbes the
ropreseniatives of this power as ruling
over ‘‘peoples and rmultitudes anu
nations and tongues,”® and arrayed in
$ipurple and scarlet color and decked
with gold and precieus stones and
pearis,”” ‘Thisis the general tenor of
the great apostasy as outlined by an-
clent eeers, It 18 enough to remark
that if, as our Catholic and Protestant
friende ¢laim, there never was a faliiny
off, or if it was only partial and of
little coOnsequenoce, then all thege
prophecles have failed. Buat if the
ssgurer Jight of prophecy”’ is mislead-
ing, the waord of God 18 in fofo amyth-

History provee clearly that seers of
old were well informed about these
thinge. Asearly asat the writing of
the A pocalypse the coodition of the
Agsiatic churocher wae sugh that

the TLord threatened (0 remove
the ‘‘canudlesticks,”” uniess speedy
repentance followed. The letter to the
Colossians showe the nature of the
heresy at wotk among the early con-
verts. The lnspired writer evideotly
combats in their inclpiency the prinei.
ples which Iater Jevelopea into various
systems of Gnosticlsm, from tbe jinfla-
ence o! which even some of the early
church fathers suffered. The false
prineciple laid dowan that evil was in-
herent in matter and that sinful pro-
pensities consequently should he
fought in the body seems to have led
some to ascettclam aod others to
lieentiousnees, two practices equally
wrong. Bukgradually the main body
of the chareh fell into one or anotber
of these [Wo exlremes. Merle u*Au-
bigne truly observes that in the first
time of the Gnapel we find the Church
filled with Spirit snd life, but gradual-
Iy the Bpirit vanisbed, the life died and
only the form remained, Whben the
spirit bas departed only a dead body is
left, or when the life-giving water
has evupornted, only an emply vessel
remaips. Homething of tbis nature
touk place in the Churcb. Buc the
veesel did pot lose its coutents all au
once, but gradually. Io the first cen-
tury the iovisible presence of the
Bavior was the strengtb of the Cburgh;
in the third ceatury this power was
atili telt mopd also in the fourth, al-
though then dimipishiog,

Historinus describe the condition of
the ghurch at the time ot Cyprian io
aoytning hut eulogislic terms. At
that time, charch memhbers inter-mar-
ried with gentlles trequently. They
were seen at the theaters and gladia-
torial expositions, where they were
delizhited with the bratal spectacle of
human beings carving each otber, The
miniglers loved the world more than
God, and the bishops devuted them-
selves to their own pleasures and to
making money. The result of all
this was seen when the persecutien by
the Emperor Decian took place., The
Christiane were panic-stricken. Some
tied; others hastened to the autbor-
1ties and renounced toeir faith.

While io this coodition the
church gradually lost che true
doctrines as preached by Christ.

The ordinances were changed. Priestly
authority superseded that or Christ,
What had ooce besu the Church was
made a political machine. The Church
1tself waoas brought into *‘the wilaer-
ness”’ for a period of *'a thousand two
hundred and threescore days,”’ while
the great *‘dragon®’ flioded the earth
with errors of doctrine and praciice.
To giaim that the apostasy was not
universul is todeny the facts of history
as well as the prophetic word.

It is, necessary to remember, how-
ever, tbat although the trus Cuourch,
a& AL organization, was removed and
the authority ot the Priesthood was
“caught up unto God,’’ yet the goming
of Chriat in the meridian of time and
the preaching of His Goapel was neces-
sary for the accomplishment of God?s
plans and purposes. Without the

: Mosaic dispensation, the preaching of

the Gospel would have been in
vain. People would oot have been
able to comprehend it. Notwithstand-
ing all the follies and sins and errors of
aoclent Isrmel, the truths revealed
tbrough Moses served to prepare the
world for Christ. In the same way,

the Gospel preached by Christ has
gradually prepared the world for the
recepiion of Him in His second ad-
vent, which has been announced as
near by Joseph the Prophet. And
this was one of the greatl objecis of tbe
{Fospe!. The CUhuarch as an organiza-
tion was removed, but the trath enuao-
ciated could not be stamped out. Much
of it has shone in the dark all the
time. DMen bave been inspired ther e-
by to soble acts and thoughts and fee l-
jogs; their attention has been di-

regted towards a coming golden
age, when Christ shall rule tbe
world. And 1n the meantime

the work behind the veil has been go-
ing on. This is founded ou the atone-
ment. Viewed in this light it ie clear
that the firet coming of the Liord was
necessary as & preparation of the world
for the reception of the Gospel as re.
vealed fno this age, The position of the
Saints will be found to be in fuil bar-
mony with the general plan of the
work of salvation.
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T00 RADICAL A VIEW.

If the recent ruling of the superin-
tendent of immigration shall be fiund
to be good law, and shall be carried

generally into effect, there will be
11ttle need for further legirlation on the
great eubject referred tv. Heretofore
it hus been the steamship companies
and agents who have been most
anxious to get immigrants, and who
huve been most trounlesome and eva-
sive with reference to the laws of this
country cn the subject. If the inter-
pretation of thestatute just now given
is the correct one, these parties will In
future be quite as auxious to preveat
the importation of improper persous as
the most diligent and vigorous U. B,
official pousibly can be.

The ruling alladed to is to the effect
that an immigrant who becomes a
pauper within a yearafter landing may
be brought from any part of the United
Btrates to the port where he or she
entered the couatry and turoed over
to the steamship company which
btought the immigrant here to be sent
back to Europe. Allthis must bedone
at the steamship company’s expense.
I'he declsion is evoked by the fagi that
a woman who was landed in New
York last May afterwarda went to
Kangas City apd “begcame a public
charge becanse of illness, Bhe was
brought back to New York by ao lo-
apegtor and seut back to Europe by the
line which broughbt her over. It cost
ahout $100 to bring her fromn Kansas
City, and the steamship company has
been called to pay the bill. .

1t ie hardly necessary to say tbat the
company will appeal from this ruling,
on the ground that ila responsibility
ceased when the woman was pasged by
tue government inspectors at Lklijs
island. The woman was really in-
spegted twice by goverument inspeo-
tuts, once lu Europe, and ugain afrer
{anding, xnd was sent (o her reiatives
in Missouri. The company claims
exemplion ffom responsibuity for what
befell her there and denies thal she
was a pauper when she left their jurls-
diction. We are inclined to think the
appeal will be sustained—that being
thre evident justice of the case. [ not,
the only siufe step for the steamship
Hnes will be to lnalat that all jmon-



