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be prayerful and true to their profes-
sjons. He also bore testimony to tbhe
divine mission of Joseph BSmitb, tbe
Prophet of Godin the latter dsya.

The meeting wae closed with the
usual ceremon ies.

in tbe evening 8 Priesthood meeting
wag held, presided over by Elder R. G.
Meikle, and suitabie Instructions were
given to the Priestbood. 8imultan.
eously B testimony meeting was held
for the sigters, presided over by Elder
B. Goddsard, sod the Bpirit of God
was poured out abundantiy. 7

This meeting continusd over three
hours, and thirty-one members spoke,
amongst whom were & number of Chii-
drena from seVen toten years of age,
It was quite affecting and gratifying to
lieten to their sweet chiidish voiges,
Young boye and girls spoke freely of
the blessings of the Gospel, and de-
fended tbeir faith with pumerous
scriptural passages. Invariably, at the
clospof lheir rembrks, they would lift
U their hearts to God in prayer, and
especially cruve that the plessinge of
Heaven might rest upon the pervants
of God sent from- Zion to tesch them,
Woell might tbe Elders rejolce in sing-
ing Elder] Thatcber’s beautiful
by mun, “The ¢chililren are praylng for
me.l’

Conference meetings wera resumed
on Sunday, Nov. 26th, and the #irst
meeting wae addressed vy Eiders John
Johneon and R. G. Meikle, The
meeting house was crowded with at-
tentive listeners. The labors of the
servante of God among the Maori
people was referred i{o, and very good
instructions were given on tbe neces-
sity of obedience toailtbe Iaws of God.

During the forencon B number o:
Europesns entered, sn the speakers
commeated at some length on the
restoration of the Guspel.

At the close ot the musting Elder

Meikle announcad thay the afternoon

meeting would be reserved for Europ-
eal visitors, B3 A0 many were present.
Puring the noon recess their number
was augmented and long before the
time of meetlng the meeting house
was filled to ile utmost capacity with
Futopesns, the Maori members readily
retiring snd taking seats under tbe
windows outside. Over 300 Europeans
were present, mauy of whom gould
not gsin sdmittance. The meeting
was opened with singing, *“Pralse.to

the man who communed with
Jehovah.” Prayer by Eider John
Johnson. The membere tben samng,

«“We thank Thee, O God, for
Prophet.’?

Elder B. Goddard addressed the
congregation and commented upou
the inbors of the Eldera smong the

Maoris pbowing the good results of !

their efforts, and that the same fruits
of the (Gospel would be manifest among
all people who recelved and obeyed
the Jlawes of God. He took the
opportunity of refuting many of Lhe
false reporls circulated ip the vicinity,
quoting from the _ Doctrine and
(Covenants to show how inconsistent
were the charges made againet the
Lialter-day Saints. The second coming
of Christ wae dwelt upon and the im-
portaut events that must precede it
were shown from the jpropheeies of
Isaizh, AMslachiand the postles, The
fulfilment of these prophecies in the
|atter days, and the restoration of the
. Gospel, snd ministrations of angels to

lsouls.

the Prophet Joseph B8mitb, were
spoken on At some length, and the con-
gregation gave earcest attention to
these principles fur over an hour.

Meeoting wae closed with singing
O my Father, etc.’”” Prayer by
Elder R. G. Meikle.

After meeting largecrowds remained
and many inguiries were made. A
desire wes expressed for Bn evening
meeting, and as the people appeared
much interested, s special mesting
wag annonnged for the following evens.
ing.

On Bunday evening, another pro-
longed testimony meeting was held,
which continued for several bhours.

On Monday the natives amused

themselves during the day with various
games, and in the afternoon our old
friend, the venerable archdeacon re-
tetred to above, vislted the Pahb.
" He reluctantly permitted himsel! to
be seated at the table with the Elders,
whom he bad previously siandered,
out eundeavored to hide his chag-
rin. He wae kindly informed
that in the evening 8 discourse would
be deliveied on the authentigity of the
Book of Mormon, and that theSpauld.
ing story circulated by him & vear ago
would be refuted. He promieed to
attend, and fulfililed the promise by
lingering near the door, apparently
not daring to entes:. .

At 7 p.m. the meeting house was
cr.wded to overtlowing, eome of the
Europeans having t(raveled many
miles in’ order to be present.

- The meeting was opened with
singing, **Glorious things are sung of
Zion.»?

Prayer by Elder R. G. Meikle.

Binging, *rh say what is truth.??

Elder B. Goddard ococupied the time
on tone subiect apnounced. He firet
refuted the various falae theories with
regard to the Book of Mormon, and
then dwelt upon the appearance of
Moroni unto the youthful geskert after
truth. 'Tbe divine mission of Joseph
Smith was explained, after whicb his-
torical evidences of the suthenticity of
the Book of Mormon were adduced.
The phophetic utterances of Ieaiah,
Ezskiel and other argient propbets,
were commented upon, also the fulfil-
mentof the patriarchal promiees ofJacob
unto bis favored son Joseph and his
posterity. A more attentive audience
could mnot he desired, and atter the

close of the meeling many of the visit- ]

ing Europeans expressed their satisfac-
tion. and desired regular services, if
posaible, .

Bubsequent ., meetings prove con-
clusively that many of the honest-
hearted of Iarael are in the vicinity,
and undoubtedly the field is ripe ior
the harvest of precious sotile.

Many riewspaper reporta of the con-
ference have appeared, and, with one
exception, all are highly compliment-
aty of the labors of the Eiders.

_ The president of the distriot hazsince

.regceived B requeatl from some of the

residents of Havelook to bhoid a series
of meetings there, the large and
newly ({uraished town nall being
offered gratuitously.

Buch encoutaging and cbeering re-
ceptione fill the hearts of the Elders
with joy and gratitude for the blessings
of the Goapel, and they earnestly pray
that the Bpirit of God will seal the
feeblest eflor} unto the salvation of
“PHQNIX.?

The Mapnawatu district conference
convened at Porirua, New Zealand, on
December #3rd, 24th and 26th, 1893. It
was a time looked forward to by many
of tbe 8aints, when they would be
privileged to meet together ror apiritual
enjoyment and to drink from the foun-
tain of trutn.

Both the nativesand the Pakehas
were interested, though the Maorle
were greatly in the majorlty, as many
of the European S8aints could net be
present, Notwlithstanding it was buta
district cooference, many members
ftom elrrounding countles wete in
aftendance.

Extensive preparations had been
made by the Porirua members for the
accommodation of all visitors. The
meeting house had been enlarged o as
to seat double the number that it
formerly could, having B present seat-
ing capacity of about 200. The decora-
tione coneisting, of mottods and tisaue
hengings, were arfistically arranged,
giving lite and splendor to the inside
appearauce. Most attractive were the
beautiful pigtures from the Book of
Mormon gharts, which adorned either
glde of the ceiling.

A epacious dining hball was aiso
erected capable of meating eizhty per-
sone arouhd the two tables, reaching
through the whole length of the bulid-
ing. Tbe tent roof made it light and
airy, the tworequisites for comfort on
s midsumer’s 4y in New Zsaland.
Let it be said to the praise of ail inter.
ested, that sothing which would add to
the bappiness aod well being of all
comets wasg Jeft undone, The hospi-
tality of the aborigines cannot but be
admired, and all present could testify
to the prevatence of. tbat quality man-
itested in them.

The Elders began to arrive several
days belore the commencement of the
conference untli Thursday, Dec. 2lst,
whnen ten of thema had come and were
e0joying each other’s company, talk-
ing about the remembrances of thelr
dear ‘mountaln homs. Tne Ieelings
‘that apimated tbeir sculs can easily be
imagined, not knowing that they
would meet under such favorable oir-
cumestances. Mapy of them had
patted in Zion, other bad separated at
;Auckland for their various fields of
labor, kpowing not when or whete
they would meet sgain.

Or Wednesday the S8ainis from the
the wvarfous districts and branches
began to gatber. Aflectionate scenes,
such as we do not often witness at
bome, were enacted by tbe loving
natives. The greetinge were spirlted
and sympathetic, revealing the well
known treit of Mpaorl aftection.
The hoaartrending “‘tangi’? and
the good nDatured “hongi’’ com-
pleted the introductory meeting.
Now thelively coaversation, and the
cheerful demeanor of the moutners,
pul on quite s different aspect, and all
around was life and animation.

The time for the commencement of
the conference had mnow arrived. Lt
was B fine December morning, not
su¢n Be it wou!l be at home, but
ushered in by the songs of birds and
brillibut eunshine., The rloging of
the churoh bell announced that it was
timelfor tbe firet meeting. The spacious
hall wae fliled to overflowing, and a
number of the people outside could
not gain admittance, Thete were
present of the KElders from Zion, B,



