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be prayerful and true to their profes-
sions he also bore testimony to the
divine mission of joseph smith the
prophet of god in the latter daysdaye

the meeting was closed with the
usual ceremoniescere

in the evening a priesthood meeting
was held presided over by elder R G0
meikle and suitable instructions were
given to the priesthood simultan-
eously a testimony meeting was holdheld
for the sisters presided over by elder
B goddard and the spirit of god
was p out abundantly

this meeting continued over three
hours and thirty one members spoke
amongst whom were a number of chil-
dren from seven to ten years of age
it was quite affaffectingacting and gratifying to
listen to their sweet childish voices
young boys and girls spoke freely of
timethe blessings of the gospel and de-
fended their faith with numerous
scriptural passages invariably at the
close of their remarks they would lift
up their hearts to god in prayer and
especially crave that the bleablessingssings of

heaven might reet the servants
of god sent from zionZ ion to teach them
well might the eiders rejoice in sing
ing elder Thatch erld beautiful
hymnshymn theagthe children are praying for
neme 22

conference meetings were resumed
on sunday nov and the first
lAsmeetingeting waswaa addressed uyoy elders john
j-ohnsonjj-ohnson and BR G meikle the
meeting housebouse was crowded with at-
tentive listeners the labors of the
servantseer of god among the maori
people was referred to and very gogoodod
instructinstructionsione were given on the neces-
sity of obedience to all the laws of god

during the forenoon a number oi01

europeans entered so the speakersspankers
at some length on thehe

restoration of the gimpel

at the close of the meeting elder
meikle announced thatthai the afternoon
meeting would be reserved for europ-
ean visitors as soRO many were present
during the noon recess their number
was augmentedaugman ted and long before the
time of meeting the meeting housebouse
wasvrna filled to its utmost capacity with
europeans the maori members readily
retiring and taking seats undundererthethe
windows outside over europeans
were present many of whom could
nothog gaingatn admittance the meeting
was opened with singing praisesetotu
the mikaman who communed with
jehovah prayer by elder john
johnson the members then sang

we thank thee 0 god for a
prophet

elder B goddard addressed the
congrecongregationI1

SatI and commented upon
the labors of the elderseldera among the
laorismaoris showing the good results of
their efforts and that the same fruits
of the gospel would be manifest among
all people who received and obeyed
theibe laws of god he took the
opportunity of refuting many of the
false reports circulated in the vicinity
quoting from the doctrine and
covenantsjovenantS to show how inconsistent
were the charges made against the
latter day saints the second coming
of christ was dwelt upon and the im-
portant events that must precede it
were shown from the prophecies of
isaiah and the postles the
fulfillmentfulfilment of these prophecies in the
latter days and the restoration of the
gospel and ministrations of angels to

the prophet joseph smith were
spoken on at some length and the con-
gregationgregation gave earnest attention to
these principles for over an hour

meeting waswag closed with singing
0 my father etc prayer by
elder BR G belkle

after meeting large crowds remained
and many inquiries were made A
desire was expressed for an evening
meeting landand as the people appeared
much interested a special meeting
was announced for the following even-
ing

on sunday evening another pro-
longed testimony meeting was holdheld
which continued for several hours

on monday the natives amused
themselves during the day with various
games and in the afternoon our old
friend the venerable archdeacon re-
ferred to above visited the pubpah

he reluctantly permitted himself to
be seated at the table with the elders
whom ne bad previously slandered
out endeavored to hidebide his chag-
rin heele was kindly informed
chatinthat in the evening a discourse would
be delivered on the authenticity of the
book of mormon and that the
ing story circulated by him a year ago
would be refuted he promised to
attend and fulfilled the promise by
lingering near the door apparently
not duringdaring to enter

at 7 pm the meetinghousemeeting house was
crowded to overflowing some of the
europeans having traveled many
miles in order to be present

the meeting was opened with
singingflinging gloriousGloriom things are sung of
Zzionon

prayer by elder R G meikle
singing oh say what is truth
elder B goddard occupied the time

on the subject announced he first
refuted the various false theories with
regard to the book of mormon and
then dwelt upon the appearance of
moroni unto the youthful seeker after
truth the divine mission of joseph
smith waswad explained after which his-
torical evidences otof the authenticity of
the book of mormon were adduced
the prophetic utterances of isaiah
ezekielezakiel and other ancient prophets
were commented upon also the fulfillfulfil
ment otof the patriarchal promises ofjacob
unto hisbis favored son joseph and hisbis
posterity A more attentive audience
could not be desired and atterafter the
close of the meeting many of the visit-
ing europeans expressed their satisfac-
tion and desired regular services itif
possible

subsequent meetings prove con-
clusivelyclu that many of toe honest
hearted of israel are in the vicinity
antand undoubtedly the field is ripe lorfor
the harvest of precious souls

many dewsnewspaperpaper reports of the con-
ference have appeared and with one
exception all are highly compliment-
ary of the labors of the elders

the president of the district has since
received a request from some of the
residents of havelockHav elook to bold a aeriesadries
of meetings there the large and
newly furnished town hall being
offered gratuitously

such encouraging and cheering re-
ceptions fill the hearts of the elders
with joy and gratitude for the blessings
of the gospel and they earnestly pray
that the spirit of god will seal the
feeblest effort unto the salvation of
souls PHOENIX sas1

the Mana district conference
convened at Por irus new zealand on
december and 1893 it
was a time looked forward to by many
of the saintssainte when they would be
privileged to meet together for spiritual
enjoyment and to drink from the foun-
tain of truth

both the natives and the
were interested though the maorislaoris
were greatly in the majority as many
of the european saints could not be
present notwithstanding it was but a
district conference many members
from surroundingroundingdUr counties were in
attendance

extensive preparations hadbad been
made by the porirua members for the
accommodation of all visitors the
meeting house had been enlarged so as
to seat double the number that it
formerly could having a present seat
ing capacity of about the decora

consisting of mottoes and tissue
hangingshanningshang ings were artistically arranged
giving life and splendor to the inside
appearance most attractive were the
beautiful pictures from the book of
mormon charts which adorned either
side of the coilingceiling

A spacious dining hall was also
erected capable ot seating eighty per-
sons around the two tables reaching
through the whole length of the build-
ing the tent roof made it light and
airy the two requisites for comfort on
a dayclay in nownew zealand
let it be said to the praise of all inter-
ested that nothing which would add to
the happiness and well being of all
comers was left undone the hospi-
tality of the aborigines cannot but be
admired and all present could testify
to the prevalence of that quality man-
ifested in them

the eldoraelders began to arrive several
days before the commencement of the
conference until thursday dec
when ten of them bad come and were
enjoying each gotherd company talk-
ing about the remembrances of their
dear mountain home ane feelings
that animated their souls can easily be
imagined not knowing that they
would meet under such favorable cir

many of them had
parted in zion other hadbad separated at
lAuckaucklandisad for their various fields of
labor knowing not when or where
they would meet again

onOB wednesday the saints from the
the various districts and branches
began to gather affectionate soonestscenes
such as we do not often witness at
home were enacted by the loving
natives the greetings were spirited
and sympathetic revealing the well
known trait of maori affection
the heartrending and
the good natured hangl com-
pleted the introductory meeting
now the lively conversation and the
cheerful demeanor of the mourners
put on quite a different aspect and all
abouarouaroundad was life and animation

the time for the commencement of
the conference had now arrived it
was a fine december morningsmorning not
suea as it woulboullI1 be at home but
ushered in by the songs of birds and
brilliant sunshine the ringing of
the church bell announced that it was
time for the first meeting the spacious
hallball was filled to overflowing and a
number of the people outside could
not gain admittance there were
present of toethe elders from zion B


