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as much in mystery now as when first
noticed

that a people existed at some re-
mote period in this section whose cen-
ter of population is represented by
eastern wisconsin who used copper
articles of utility and of ornament to
a limited degree only is established
by the indisputable evidence of the
articles themselves mostly surface
finds it is true while the graves of
more southern districts may show a
preponderance of articles for orna-
ment the fact must be taken into con-
sideration that the contents of
graves as a general rule are not a
true guide to the economic life of a
peopleyntn a careful examination of a large
assortment of copper implements
numbering many hundreds gathered
from the farms of eastern wisconsin
I1 find about 98 per cent constructed
for utility and 2 per cent for ornamen-
tal purposes fish hooks constitute
about 10 per cent awls and needles in
various forms and sizes 37 per cent
spears 30 per cent chisels 5 per cent
knives 8 per cent axes 3 per cent
spuds 1 per cent various bent and
OW shapes 4 per cent I1 believe this
proportion will hold pretty true for all
the thousands of implements in copper
recovered in the district mentioned
thousands of implements are yet to be
found but it is doubtful if furtherlight will ever be thrown on this sub-
ject to relieve the mysteriousness
which surrounds them they come to
light from their earthly bed green rust
eaten and reduced in size by corrosion
but they shed no light on their pasthistoryhia toty many of them have already
been entirely reduced and have left
but a greenish blotch in the brown
earth and the ashes of the dead min-
gle with the ashes of their handiwork
and the problem of their existence is
in the keeping of the creator where
the ken of man reacheth not theantiquarian

ISLANDS OWNED BY UNITED STATES

washington post
distributed over the mid pacific inthe neighborhood of the equator are

quite a number of small islands that
belong to the united states most of
them are from 1000 to 2000 miles to
the south and southwest of hawaiisomego of them are near the gilbertmeso pelago and there is a considerable
cluster just about the lesser distancementioned and directly south of thehawaiian group including aleica

and other islandsof large size
christmasatmas island is about thirty five

miles long it got its name origin-
ally from the tactfact that the famous
captain cook stopped there on christnwmae day for the purpose of observing
an eclipse it is an atol or ring or
coral formation inclosing a lagoon otofwater that has become so salty
through evaporation as to be a verit-
able

t
brine fishes thrown over the reef

by storms are pickled in it and remain
perfectly preserved and good to eat for
months

these isles of the pacific belong to
unclemide sambain and number sixty in all
they have all been annexed to the
united states under an act of con
greess which became a law august 18
ISM the law which remains indie today declares that whenever
Aansy citizen of the united states shall

a deposit of guano on any
island rock or key not within the
lawful jurisdiction of any other gov-
ernmenternment he shall be at liberity to take
peaceable possession thereof and such

id rock or key may at the dis-
tOrbklon of the president be considered
pertaining to the united states

is required to give

due notice to the department of state
with affidavits describing the island
and showing that possession of the
same has been taken in the name of
this country he is obliged at the same
time to give a bond which is filed in
the treasury

the discoverer at the pleasure of
congress enjoys the exclusive right to
occupy his land for the purpose of ob-
taining guano and for this product he
is allowed to charge only a certain
fixed price namely 8 a ton for guano
delivered at the ships side or 4 a
ton for the privilege of digging it
where it lies furthermore he gives
guarantee by his bond to deliver the
guano only to citizens of the united
states and to be used in the united
states

the law also provides curiously
enough that all offences and crimes on
such islands by persons who may land
thereon or in waters adjacent shall
be deemed as committed on the high
seas on board a merchant ship of the
united states and shall be punished
accordingly the president is author-
ized to use the land and naval forces
of the united states to protect the
rights of the discoverer or his heirs

but uncle sams ocean empire in
eludes a great many islands of far
greater importance than the guano
isles referred to in bering sea there
are several very large islands besides
the little ov group to which the
fur seals resort

this country owns the entire chain
of aleutian islands which separate
bering sea from the north pacific
the inhabitants of these island
aleutsaleuns are particularly intelligent
much more civilized than the eskimo
and bear a close resemblance physic-
ally to japanese

off the coast of southern alaska is
a group of islands of great size on
some of which live the t indiindi-
ans these indians are the most ar-
tistic savages in the world being skill-
ful wood carvers oftoff the coast of
southern california is the santa bar-
bara group comprising a number of
large islands

OFFICIAL FACTS ABOUT ALASKA

prospective alaskan gold seekers
and those interested in the territory
will find a great deal of information in
a pamphlet of pages just issued by
the bureau of american republics
washington joseph P smith direc-
tor of the bureau states in an explan-
atory note that the compilation was
prepared asaa a part of the chapter on
the united states for the commercial
directory of the american republics
to be issued by his bureau during the
current year and was printed in sep-
arate form in response to the quick-
ened interest in alaska resulting
from the late discoveries of gold in the
klondike region and the demand for
fresh and reliable information con-
cerning the territory

chapter I1 deals with the location
area and population of alaska chap-
ter II11 is devoted to the indian
tribes chapter III to its geography
and topography chapter IV to climate
chapter VI to the forests and varie-
ties of timber chapter VII to its
agricultural resources chapter VIII to
the fur seal and other fisheries in-
cluding treaties with great britain
and the paris award chapter IX to
its mineral resources and the klon-
dike region chapter X to transporta-
tion facilities and chapter XI to the

orrial government there is a
comprehensive and careful index and
an official map accompanying the pub-
licationli which is officinal in all that
the word implies

chapters IV and IX are certain to
have the greatest interest for those
who contemplate a trip to the gold

fields the next spring the former j
which includes chief observer moorea 4

exhaustive report on temperatures toin J

the klondike district concludesconcludesasas ZWtoil
lows I1

there Is a feature in this country
which though insignificant on paper fc1 j
is to the traveler the most territerribleblee ami
poignant infliction he can be called
upon to bear in a new land I1 refer taW
the clouds of bloodthirsty mosquitoes
accompanied by a vindictive ally toin 1
the shape of a small poisonous blackblaa J
fly under the stress of whose

j

tion the strongest man with the fim- i

est will must either feel depressed or
succumb to low fever

after reading this the thoughthoughtfulud
gold hunter will undoubtedly include
several bolts of mosquito netting to48
his outfit chapter 9 describes in detail
the various routes to the klondike anara
the geological character of the klon-
dike district A description of miningmini
methods follows and the chapter
closes with a complete transcription ofrf
the united states mining laws AU atA
the quartz through the gold producing
region is so low in grade that only the imost expensive machinery would jwin-
sure a profit in mining it there ftnothing in the report to indicate that
those who expect to find the motheri
lode from which the placer gold cowcomes
originally will meet with success aw
in no instance thus far has rich quart
been found

the pamphlet is particularly inter-
esting from the fact that it presents
so much information in a disdispassionatepassions
manner that will commend it to tadtbd
seeker after reliable data

DANGER OF THE LAWS DELAY
1

s

on sunday aug ath the anarcoanarchist I1
Angloangiolillolillo murdered the prime mindster of spain on friday aug hebe a
was executed we do not know that
even those malignant professors of alffbs
creed who exulted in his crime hadbid t

complained that the legal processes N
his cacasese were conducted with indin eceildeceAt
haste certainly the civilized borki
has not been shocked by the clrcuto a

stances of his trial the tribunal ws
a court martial but there was
lack of gravity and deliberation
its proceedings he was not brobrought 41

before it until the eighth day atterafter tt
death of his victim when the unreas-
oning passion and tumult of the pop-
ulace had subsided he was defended
by an advocate who made a power
ful plea for a benevolent JudgjudgmentraeA I1
and he was allowed not only to haleffstatement read in his name butsbut aft
speak in his own behalf so long jw10
what he said was relevant to the fcW
sue after suitable consideration akotkotg
supreme council confirmed the noaw
tence of the court martial but eft 1
then the final act was not immediate f
ly ordered an interval of two fallall 1
days was allowed for the settle
of his affairs and for the ministrations 5
of religion which he rejected on the 3
third day he paid the penalty orof aisi
hideous crime and the record wwarel14

closed A

on july 2 1881 guiteau shot tsepresident of the united states
many weeks garfield lingered between4 e

life and death but on september ista
L 1

the fact of murder was
but not until october did gulte 09 1

plead to the indictment found aga I1

him on november his trial wb
begun and on january he wjkwi
convicted on february ath a mo
for a new trial was denied and he oja
sentenced during several daysdavamay arguments on a bill of ex
eions were heard by the courtjune 3rdard a petition for a rellrehearingegri
on june a writ of habehabeas
were denied at last on june
days less than a year atterafter
was shot and more than nine


