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8aly there was, perhaps, no greater -
culiarity of the gﬁints thanp this: Tlll):.t
they pelieve in continuous revelation,
and that eviry Elder, who, in the
strict line of his duty, rose before a
congregation, became a revelator, for
918 commanded not to speak except
A5 puiiled by the spirit of God. When
€ 80 speaks, his worda become scrip-
ture to the people. This is the cause
Of our progress. While we acknow ledge
the Scriptures as far as they are trans-
ated correctly, to be the word of God-
and while we receive the Buok of Mor-
Mon aud other books as Diviue works,
We depend more especially upon the
Coutinued revelations giveu to us and
Ruites] to our peculiar circumstances
un0d want. Itis, however, not possible
for God to econtradict Himse!f
SVen if sometimes one couneel from
Him seems to be contradictory to
former counsels. When we fully
Wnderstand all, it will be found that
each new revelation is hut a step on the
8ame eternal road of progress, which
Bball uitimately lead to celestial glory.
t is not necessary that President
Woodruff'should be In person in ali the
Wards fo proelsim the word of God.
Eaely presidiug officer should receive
the word of the Lord continually to
those over whom he presides, and  the
People should sustain these men. thal
they may have the Bpirit of Truth to
give necessary advice and instruetions
at al] times. But these men have not
the privilege of receiving revelations ‘o
the Church, becnuse this is given to

Im whom God has chosen as His
Mouthpiece. By disregarding the
" Counsel of these men, we are in danger
of losing the gukiauce of the Spiril,
and sometimes this is the result of the
Binm of a fow judividuals, as was the
Case with ancieat Israel, in some in-
Btunces, KEvery sin should therefore be
EUI away before it becomes a stumbling

lock 10 1he whole people.

When the Book of Mormon was
translated, it wae said that there were
muny things not yet revealed, but
these things are given us, only as we
are willing to ¢arry out those doctrines
Which have been revealed. The Lord
I willing to pour out upon us a stream
of light and intelligence, if we only
are able to receive it.

Look upon what God has done for
us. We notice how truths fArst revealed
to the Lalter«iay Salnts are gradually
galpning ground in the world and are
being “publicly announced by the
divines of the eartli. An iustance of
this is the doctrine of eternal punish-
ent, which is now heing discarded
In its ancient un-seriptural form. This
18 but one of many doectrlnes which

ave received Lhe same aceeptation.
Let us be faithful, and God will surely
fulfil Hia promises coneerning Zion.

PRESIDENTI GEORGE Q. CANNON

Was the next speaker. Hesaid, in sub-
Stance, he had beeu much interested
In the reports presented to the coufer-
ence, and alsy in the remarks made this
Afternoon, T am glad to see 50 many
Ratbered in conferemce on this ocea-
sion, out regret thut so many of the
loeal officers were sbsent this moraing

The reports were exceedingly inter-
esting, and, personally, I would have
liked to have heard more of a simtlar
kind, for it seems to me that we do not
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know as much ahout these matters as
we ghouid. The absence of so many
may be due to the epidemic, Ia grippe,
to which reference was made. very
man who holds an official position
should cousider himself in duty bound
to be present at such gatherings as
these. He owes it to his office.

\We have today heard many prinei-
ples enunciated, explanatory of our

views ag a religious people and of the!

characteristica of our organizations.
These are interesting because they are
not 80 often touched upon. Those who
have been here must have beeu in-
atriucted and otherwise benefited by
what they have heard.

The explanation concerning the
High Council would be satisfactory to
the menibers of the Chureh, for many
are not familiar with the working of
this body because they have had no
occasion to bring any case before it.

It has atruck me, whem considering
the organization of the Chureh of God,
that if there were nothing else to give
evidence of the Divine hant that built
this work, such systematization should
be enough to convince men that the
human mind has not planped it. A
remark was ouce made to me by a
Congressman, now dead. He aaid,
“What a magnificent organization
ﬁ)u have. Whence did you get it?»

e was familiar with the various ec-
clesiaatical hodiea of the world, but he
snid he had found nothing to compare
to it.

An iden prevalls that the SBaints are
held together by ignorance or by in-
fluences appealiug to their lower na-
ture. It isthought that our mission-
aries go. forth among the ignorant
people of Europe and,by presenting to
them the advantages of this ceuntry
and holding out the prospect that they
can have as many wives as they want,
bring them into the Church and out
to thiscountry. Perhaps I overatate it
when I say this idea prevails, butI't ave
certainly found mauy who seemed to
entertain similar ideas. For this reason
many means have been employed to
impuir the influence of the leading
men of the Church. It bas been
thought if this could be accomplished
the Church would be destroyed. And
80 the leading men have been made a0
many targets for the shots of the
enemy. They have not been safe.in
their persons; they have not been
secure in their property and particuiar-
ly not in their character. Men would
actually seek to take their lives and, as
an illustration of the saying of our
Liord, think that they would beserving
God Ly killing those men.

The fact is that there is not a freer
people on the earth than the Latter-
day Saiuts. They are at liberty to act
aud iree from spiritusal bondnge. Every
man who holds office amoug us holds
it because the 8aints choose to sustain
hita in that position, and the people
are untrammelled in the exzercise of
their power in this respect. When God
selects a servant, it ia for the people to
say whether they will sustain him or
not. True, where the Spirit of God i,
there is upity, and there ia no reason
why human beings should not live
together in upity, but it does not follow
that they surrender Llheir rights or
theirindividual judgment. The Bpirit
of God Is the cause of our unity. If
men from the most Jdistant parts of the
earth are endowed with this 8pirit,
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they will, when brought together, find
that they see things alike. This is
what is done in the work in which
the Salnts are engaged and it can he
truly said of it that it {8 & “marvelous
work and a wonder.?” It is phenomen-
al, People say all sorts of things about
it, because it is strange to them, and
they have recourse to all manner of
explanations of the things they witnesas
in these valleys, ignoring, however,
ihe true cause and denyiug that it is
God who is in the work. But this is
the only way in which such effects
can be accounted for. It rBgruires noth-
ing sbort of Divine power to bring
about puch results. It is indee
a grand power, one beyond man, which
hag been able to bring this people to-
gether. To say that there is no God in
this work requires more effort than to
admit that God isin it. I can account
for this Chureh only by seeing the Al-
mighty in it

We hnve heard about the officera of
the Church and that we should listen
to their counsel, Thia ja very well so
far as it goen. But we may ask, Has
any man a right to teach doctrines
independent of the research of
the other individuala of the
people? Everyone has a right to know
for himeelf the truth, and this is an-
other characteristic of thia community.
The coustant exhortation to us,
whether at home or abroad, isto ask
God, each one for hinmaself, and plead
with Him for a personal kuowlege of
the Divinity of the Goapel. The Bainta
desire no converts who do not seek
such knowledge for themselves.
This in the secret of the
tenacity with whieh the Baints eling
together and to the prineiples in which
they believe, even iu the face of death
and the most hitter persecutions. This
is mot a process of leading men blindiy
or taking away their juigment, or de-
luding them by falsehoods. *“Mormon-
ism* includes nothing of the kind. It
is a system of salvation, revealed for
the redemption of man. Take this
view, and you ean account for ali the
influences that have brouzht the Baints
together—for their eohesion, for their
love, for everything which is difterent
from what you perceive in other men.
Take any other view, and the whole {8
incomprehensible,

I am exceedingly thankful that we
all cun have s testimony in answer to
our prayers. Many of those here pres-
ent were once apprehensive for their
eternal future. There are divisions
all through the world and you
did not know which way to
go. Every minister had his own
way of reaching heaven. In the
midst of all this, it was clear that
there is but oue Lord, one faith, one
baptism, etc., and men were groplog
about in darknees to find the true path,
each one pointing out his road as the
right one. In the midst of all this un-
certainty, a man appeared who claimed
tobea servant of God and told you
that he had authority to baptize and to
Iny hands on you for the reception of
the Holy Ghost, promiring, at Lhe
same time, that if you repented of
your sine and accepted the message,
you ghould know for yourself that it
was the gospel of the Lumb. How
you rejoiced at this, feeling that it was’
almost too good to be true. But you
did repent and was baptized and re-
celved the Holy Ghost, and the result



